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The new year has dawned and we find ourselves in 2014 doing
very well. Our organization has been around for thirty eight years and
we continue our mission to educate the public about Spain’s
contributions to the American Revolution, especially the accomplishments of General Bernardo de Gálvez. In 2013, we gained
nine new members. Sadly, we also lost Drummer Joseph Mannix,
may he rest in peace. Here’s hoping that 2014 is as successful as
this past year was.
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

New Year’s Time Warp
In the mid 1700s, because of the British
Calendar Act of 1751, we leapt forward 12 whole
days…….overnight.
At the time, England still used the Julian
Calendar (created in 45 BC and named for Julius
Caesar) while most of continental Europe used
the newer Gregorian Calendar (created in 1582
and named for Pope Gregory XIII). The two
calendars differed by 11 days.
The Gregorian Calendar is more seasonally
accurate and is what we still use today.
However, when the Gregorian Calendar was first
implemented in Great Britain, all British subjects
experienced a time warp. In 1752, England’s
American colonists went to bed the night of
Wednesday, September 2nd and when they woke
up, it was Thursday, September 14th, twelve days
later in one night.
The eleven days in between (the 3rd through
the 13th) have been lost forever in a calendarcorrecting time warp.

Thanksgiving Parade

The Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez led the
Hyatt Hill Country Resort Thanksgiving Parade
this year. Thanks go out to Drum Major
Ricardo
Rodriguez,
Granaderos
Larry
Kirkpatrick, Henry Alvarado and Michael Rojas,
Fifers Miaoyin Rojas and Kate Bolcar,
Drummers Gerard Cortese, Jeremy Reynolds
and Joe Perez and Banner Carriers Brenya and
Cara Reynolds.
You all represented the organization very
well and added a unique entry into the parade.

Next Meeting
Wednesday, January 8
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine
5440 Babcock Rd
Dinner at 6:30 Meeting at 7:15
Guest Speaker:
Dr. Amy Porter
“Experiencing Widowhood In

Upcoming Events
We will have a Fife & Drum Corps
practice in January. The date and time
have not yet been determined but all
musicians will be notified as soon as we
set a date and time.

On
November
20,
Governor Joe Perez gave
a presentation to students
at Dwight Middle School at
the invitation of History
Teacher Louis Benavides.
Joe was well received by
about ninety students who were especially
interested in the living history display materials

Spanish San Antonio”

Then
on
Tuesday,
December 3rd, Joe gave a
presentation
to
the
Longhorn
Museum
Association
at
the
museum in Pleasanton.
The audience was very
receptive and genuinely interested in this part of
our American and Texas history.

The guest speaker at our January meeting is
Dr. Amy Porter, an Assistant Professor of History at
Texas A&M-San Antonio. She has a Ph.D in
History and has spoken and written much about the
various women’s roles in the Spanish and Mexican
Borderlands, especially regarding widowhood, wills
and women’s property rights.
You won’t want to miss her presentation about
widowhood in Spanish San Antonio at our next
meeting. This should be very interesting so bring a
friend to the meeting.

On Friday, December 6th.
Donations of toys and
money were presented to
the Children’s Shelter of
San Antonio. Thanks go
out to all who donated
toys or money at our
December meeting. Shown above are Roberto and
Lucila Flores, Olga Lizcano and Joe Perez who
participated in the presentation of the donations at
the shelter.
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Welcome New Members
Jeremy Reynolds
Jeremy first learned of our group when he took his daughter, Brenya to the Institute of Texan
Cultures and visited our living history booth. He is very interested in the part of American history
that we represent and educate others about. Jeremy has been playing the drums for several years
but the first time he ever marched in a parade was when he joined us in the Military Veterans
Parade in November. Later that month, he marched with us in the Hyatt Hill Country Resort
Thanksgiving Parade and his daughters, Brenya and Cara, carried our group’s banner. Jeremy
jumped right in and in one month has marched with us in two parades. Welcome aboard Jeremy!

Gerard Cortese and Kate Bolcar
While lined up in the staging area of the Military Veterans Parade in November, Gerard and
Kate saw Governor Joe Perez walking around with a bass drum attached to him and the words,
“Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Fife & Drum Corps” written on the drum head. Having run their
own fife & drum corps for many years in New Jersey, naturally, they were very interested. That was
a Saturday and on Sunday, Governor Perez communicated with them and invited them to come see
us on Monday, Veterans Day, at the Alamo. However, they did not come as mere spectators, they
came in full dress uniform of a Fifer and Drummer of the Colonial New Jersey Artillery and
participated in the ceremony, adding the great dimension of music to the program. Later that
month, they participated with us again at the Hyatt Hill Country Resort Thanksgiving Parade.
Gerard and Kate are both active-duty Sergeants in the U.S. Army stationed at Ft. Sam Houston
and serve in the 323rd Army Band “Ft. Sam’s Own”. Both are very talented with Gerard being an
excellent percussionist and Kate being an outstanding vocalist (and fifer) and are always ready to
participate and help us out. Thank you for finding us, Gerard and Kate!

Eileen Barrientos
Eileen has heard of the Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez for many years as she is the niece of
founding member Henry De Leon. She got first-hand exposure to our group in October as she was
in the audience when we gave a living history presentation at the Tobin Library. “I knew my Uncle
Henry de Leon was one of the founders of this organization”, she says, “I had never been interested
in joining until I attended a presentation of the Granaderos at the Tobin Library. I knew then I
wanted to learn more about General Gálvez and to join the group.” Eileen is carrying on with
something her Uncle Henry started many years ago. Welcome aboard, Eileen!

Birthday Wishes
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Happy Birthday wishes go out to Dama/Secretary Briana Pérez who celebrates her birthday
on January 8th, Dama Olga Lizcano who celebrates her birthday on January 9th, Dama Zena Pagan
who celebrates her birthday on January 11th and Granadero Stan Bradford who celebrates his
birthday on January 30th. Happy Birthday to all of you!

Congratulations to Fifer Miaoyin Rojas for making the Regional Orchestra. Miaoyin raced
from the Military Veterans Parade, still in uniform, to the auditions. She changed out of her
Fifer’s uniform and performed so superbly that she qualified for the Regional Orchestra
playing the violin. In addition to playing the violin and fife, this talented young lady also
plays the cello. Her first performance with the Regional Orchestra was a Christmas
program where she did an outstanding job. Way to go, Miaoyin!
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦
Congratulations also go out to Fifer Kate Bolcar and Drummer Gerard
Cortese who performed in the Hill Country Holiday Concert as part of the
323rd Army Band “Ft. Sam’s Own”.
Kate served as Emcee and
demonstrated her excellent singing voice on several numbers and Gerard
played drums on many of the pieces. It was a very enjoyable holiday
concert with a wide variety of musical scores that filled the whole audience
with Christmas spirit. Great job, Kate and Gerard!
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

Everybody’s Revolution
A New Look at the People Who Won America’s
Freedom
By Thomas Fleming
This is an interesting book that reiterates the diversity of people
who fought for our freedom. The author states, “When the revolution
began in 1775, the English colonies in North America were more than
150 years old. In the course of those fifteen decades, the original
English settlers had been joined by tens of thousands of immigrants
from other parts of the world. Approximately 40 percent of the colonists – two people out of every five
– were Irish, Scottish, German, Jewish, Dutch, Swedish, Polish, French, Swiss or African.” He gives
several examples of heroes from various countries, including two pages devoted to General Bernardo
de Gálvez and Spain. He devotes an entire chapter to blacks who participated in the revolution and
covers various Native American tribes that fought on either side, some for the British and some for
the Americans. He devotes chapters to women who contributed to the cause and a chapter to
children who participated.
The book is 96 pages but is very easy to read because the print is double spaced and there are
colorful graphics on nearly every page. While it does not go into great detail on any one person, it
stays true to its message of emphasizing the diversity of people who contributed to the cause of
freedom during our War of Independence.

Members Only
Show your Granadero y Dama de Gálvez membership pride by wearing your Granadero Blazon or
Damas Brooch and displaying your beautiful Membership Certificate. These are only sold to
members since they represent membership in our group. The Granadero Membership Blazon is $25,
the Damas Brooch is $45 and the Membership Certificate is $25 with seal, ribbons and your name in
calligraphy included. Add $5 shipping/handling for each item if mailed to you.
Granadero Membership Blazon

Damas Membership Brooch

Membership Certificate

For Everyone: Books, Pamphlets & Coins
Enrich your knowledge and stay in the know with books and pamphlets relating to our organization.
BOOKS – See prices below. If mailed, add $5 shipping/handling for each item.
- The Texas Connection with the American Revolution by Robert H. Thonhoff…$15 ($10 for members)
- Bernardo de Gálvez Spanish Hero of the American Revolution by G. Roland Vela Múzquiz.….$20
- Pacheco vs. Menchaca (1780): Colonial Texas Litigation Associated With a Cattle Drive to
Louisiana During the American Revolution, Edited by Joel Escamilla………………………….….$20
- Laredito, The Forgotten Neighborhood West of San Pedro Creek by Rueben Pérez………….…$20
- Tejano Patriots of the American Revolution by Jesse O. Villarreal, Sr…………………………..…$20

PAMPHLETS / COINS- See prices below. If mailed, add $1 shipping/handling for each item.
The Vital Contribution of Spain in the Winning of the American Revolution by Robert H. Thonhoff..$2
The Vital Contribution of Texas in the Winning of the American Revolution by Robert H. Thonhoff…$2
Spanish Milled Dollar (Piece of Eight) replica coin dated 1755………………………………...$5
For purchases by mail, send a check made out to Granaderos de Galvez to
Treasurer Elizabeth D. Perez at 2714 Lovelace Blvd, San Antonio TX 78217.

La Manquita
The One-Armed Woman Who Helped in America’s War of Independence
by Joe Pérez

Loosely translated, La Manquíta means The One-Armed Woman, however, this title does not
refer to a woman at all. It refers to the Cathedral in the city of Málaga, Spain, not too far from the city
of Macharaviaya, the birthplace of Bernardo de Gálvez and, just like Gálvez, this Cathedral has a
connection to the American Revolution.
Construction on the Catedral de la Encarnación (Cathedral of the Incarnation) began in 1528 and
it took over two and half centuries to build. During this time, there were several different architects,
which is why the Cathedral has three different architectural styles; Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque.
Some of the finest artisans of the time worked on it, including Luis Ortiz, who designed the beautiful
choir stalls made of mahogany and cedar. Behind each of the forty stalls are finely carved wooden
statues of saints created by Pedro de Mena and his tutor, Alonso Cano. The grounds of the cathedral
have beautiful gardens and an amazing courtyard while inside are glorious chapels, one of which is of
the Incarnation, which shares the name of the cathedral itself.
Near the end of construction, far from Málaga, thirteen American Colonies declared their
independence from England. In 1779, Spanish General Bernardo de Gálvez began direct combat
against the British army in his Gulf Coast Campaign, however, the citizens of Spain and New Spain
contributed to America’s cause from the beginning of the revolution in the way of monetary donations.
One very generous donation came from the citizens of Málaga. In 1780, while construction of the
Málaga Cathedral was still underway, the citizens of the town took the money assigned to the second
tower and donated it to the newly declared United States of America to aid in their cause of freedom.
Because of this generous donation of hundreds of thousands of reales, the second tower was never
completed, giving the cathedral its moniker of endearment, “La Manquíta – The One Armed Woman”.
The photo in the heading above shows the unfinished tower in the foreground with the completed one
behind it.
On one of the exterior walls of the cathedral is a plaque presented by the National Society Sons
of the American Revolution in 1957 which reads, "We hearby wish to express our sincere and deep
appreciation for the generosity of the people of
Malaga, the most reverend Miguel Murguiro, Bishop
of Malaga and chapter of this holy church who, in the
year 1780, contributed 400,000 reales to his Majesty
King Carlos III for aid to the American Colonies in
their war with Great Britain and for support of
General Bernardo de Galvez Governor of Louisiana.
As a result of their generosity, they abandoned the
construction of the second bell tower for this
cathedral which we will never forget your offering to
our country."
Many thanks to the citizens of Málaga for their
Do you want to take a tour of the Málaga Cathedral?
generous contribution to the United States of
Copy the link below into your web browser.
America during our War of Independence and to the
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=minz9A69rUw
One Armed Woman we will never forget.

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Meeting Minutes
For the meeting held December 4, 2013 at the Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant
Submitted by Secretary Briana Perez

Attendance:
Reyna Araiza, Abel Araiza, Eileen Barrientos, Pauline Faz, Joaquin Faz, Tito Fernandez, Lucila Flores,
Roberto Flores, Olga Lizcano, Manuel Lizcano, Elizabeth Perez, Briana Perez, Joe Perez, Dorothy Perez,
Rueben Perez, Susan Rodriguez, Rudy Rodriguez, Miaoyin Rojas, Michael Rojas, Victoria Thonhoff, Robert
Thonhoff, Richard Whynot














Governor Joe Perez opened the meeting at 7:29 p.m.
The Invocation was given by Robert Thonhoff and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Richard
Whynot.
The Treasurer’s Report for November 2013 was given by Treasurer Elizabeth Perez. The
beginning balance was $3,095.69. Expenses were $1,193.90 for a new flag pole, new banner pole,
livery lace for musician’s uniforms, speaker’s gift and speaker’s dinner. Income was $415.23
consisting of dues for 10 members, pre-sale of Damas brooch and sale of 1 book. Dues received
were from Joe Perez, Elizabeth Perez, Briana Perez, Larry Kirkpatrick, Olga Lizcano, Richard
Whynot, Rueben Perez, Dorothy Perez, Clifford Normand and Lynda Normand. The November
ending balance was $2,317.02. She announced that she received dues that evening (and therefore
not yet counted in the report) from Michael Rojas, Roberto Flores, Lucila Flores, Tito Fernandez,
Eileen Barrientos and Henry Alvarado. A motion to accept the report as read was made by
Dorothy Perez and seconded by Tito Fernandez. After a vote, the motion carried.
The Secretary’s Report was given by Secretary Briana Perez. She read the report as shown in the
December newsletter. A motion to accept the report was made by Roberto Flores and seconded
by Rueben Perez. After a vote, the motion carried.
Governor Perez thanked everyone in attendance for donating the toys and money collected that
evening to be donated to the Children’s Shelter of San Antonio. He said the toys will be presented
to the shelter on Friday, December 6th at noon. He made mention of the accomplishments for the
past year and of his presentation in uniform at the Longhorn Museum in Pleasanton. He
announced that Fifer Kate Bolcar and Drummer Gerard Cortese, who are in the 323rd Army Band
will be part of a holiday concert on Sunday, December 8th at 2:00 p.m. in the Scottish Rite Theater
at 308 Avenue E in San Antonio. The concert is free to the public. He also announced that Fifer
Miaoyin Rojas, who plays the violin for the Judson High School Orchestra and is in the Regional
Orchestra will perform on Saturday, December 14th at 4:00 p.m. at Reagan High School which is at
19000 Ronald Reagan Rd. He also mentioned that Roberto & Lucila Flores head the International
Black & White Ball and will have the Ball on Saturday, December 14th at 7:00 p.m. He encouraged
everyone to go out and support our fellow members in our other endeavors.
Governor Perez presented a book he purchased called, “Everybody’s Revolution: A New Look at
the People Who Won America’s Freedom” by Thomas Fleming that covers the various cultures
that contributed to our war of independence and includes full-color pages about Bernardo de
Gálvez.
A raffle for door prizes was conducted where we had fun winning (or taking) prizes in a Past or
Future format.
Everyone sang “We Wish You A Merry Christmas”.
Governor Perez adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m.

