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Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Honored by the King William Association
The King William Association has honored the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez San
Antonio Chapter by inviting us to lead their parade this year. This parade has never had a Vanguard
and the Association has asked our group to be their first ever Vanguard. What is a Vanguard? One
definition is “the foremost or leading position”, as in an advancing military formation. What this means
is that we will be the very first entry leading the entire parade. The theme of this year’s parade is
“Music In The Streets” and the San Antonio Symphony will serve as the Grand Marshal. With the
theme being about music and the Vanguard having a military origin, how appropriate that our Color
Guard and Fife & Drum Corps will be leading the way.
In addition to our participation in the parade, we also are given space to set up a living history
booth all day at the fair. This serves as a great opportunity to educate a large number of people who
will visit our booth throughout the day.
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On
Sunday,
March 22nd, we had
a Fife & Drum
practice where we
welcomed
our
newest
drummer,
Mike Malloy, who lives in Corpus Christi. A
big “Thank you” goes out to Kate and
Gerard for opening their home to us for the
practice session. One more practice and
we’ll be fine tuned for King William!

Jesse Benavides re-furbished
two drums that we hope to
use in a Junior Fife & Drum
Corps. He did a great job
with these drums and they
look like new. Thanks, Jesse!
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Governor Joe Perez gave three presentations in March. On March 2nd, he spoke to the San
Antonio President’s Club, on March 16th, he spoke to El Patronato de la Cultura
Hispanoamericana. Then on March 21st, he gave a presentation to the James McHenry Chapter
of the DAR. All three presentations helped fulfill our mission of educating the public about
General Gálvez and Spain’s contributions to the American Revolution.

Next Meeting
Wednesday, April 1
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine
5440 Babcock Rd
Dinner at 6:30 Meeting at 7:15

Guest Speaker:

Upcoming Events
Saturday, April 25
9:00
King William Fair and Parade
Saturday, May 9
9:00
Patriot Prayer Breakfast. We will
serve as the Color Guard.
Friday, May 15
8:30 – 2:30
Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School.
Tuesday, May 19
Igo Library Genealogy Group

2:00

Rueben M. Perez
Forgotten Chapters of
The American Revolution:
Spain, Gálvez and Islenos

Happy Birthday To
Our April Babies
Victoria Thonhoff 4/2
Servando Ramos 4/17
Alan Huffines 4/28

The Guest Speaker at our next meeting will be Granadero Rueben Perez. Rueben’s ancestors helped
settle Texas and La Villa de San Fernando de Béxar. He is also a descendant of the youngest survivor of the
Battle of the Alamo. He is the author of several books, including “Ancestral Voices of the Past”, “Lest We
Forget: A Tribute to Those Who Forged the Way”, “Laredito: The Forgotten Neighborhood West of San
Pedro Creek”, which won a Publication Award from the San Antonio Conservation Society just last month.
At our next meeting, he will give a presentation on his newest book, “Forgotten Chapters of the American
Revolution: Spain, Gálvez and Islenos”. Get your copy at our next meeting for only $20.
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The San Antonio Conservation Society announced the winners of the 2015 Publication Awards and
Granadero Rueben M. Perez is among the winners for his book Laredito, The Forgotten Neighborhood West of
San Pedro Creek. The Society’s publication awards take place every other year and
publicly recognize the authors of the best recently published books on Texas history.
The awards ceremony was held on Friday, March 20th at the Argyle. At right is a
picture of Rueben receiving the award. On the left is Sue Ann Pemberton,
Conservation Society President and on the right is Award Chairman Carolyn Frost.
Rueben has been very busy. As mentioned earlier in this newsletter, he will be the guest
speaker at our next meeting and will give a presentation on his latest book, Forgotten Chapters of the American
Revolution: Spain, Gálvez and Islenos. Below is the narrative regarding his latest award for Laredito.
Author: Rueben M. Perez

Title: Laredito: The Forgotten Neighborhood West of San Pedro Creek

Rueben is a native of San Antonio and a descendant of early settlers of Texas and the founders of Villa de
San Fernando de Bexar. He attended Trinity University, received a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology and a
Master’s degree in both Education and Counseling/Guidance. He has worked for the Texas Rehabilitation
Commission and later employed at San Antonio College as a Career and Academic Counselor.
His love of preservation and conservation of historical structures led to a hobby restoring old homes in
Fredericksburg, Texas. After renovation, the homes were placed into Bed and Breakfast lodgings. It was not
until his full retirement that Rueben became interested in history. With the encouragement of his sister, Dorothy
Perez, he joined the lineage organizations; Son’s of the American Revolution, Son’s of the Republic of Texas,
Canary Islands Descendants Association, as well as the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez.
His interest in history grew following his first book, Ancestral Voices of the Past, followed by, Lest We
Forget: A Tribute to Those Who Forged the Way. The books describe true accounts of early settlers, including
his own family who helped established San Antonio, Texas and were in the Alamo during the battle. Touched
by a small central Westside neighborhood that included some of his family members who once lived there, he
wrote the book Laredito: The Forgotten Neighborhood West of San Pedro Creek. The book tells of the very
early history of Laredito and of the neighborhood’s traditions, religion, culture, and the plight of the people.
Photographs of the people and homes are included, as well as ten interviews of individuals who talk about their
close ties to the forgotten neighborhood west of San Pedro Creek.

Special Collections
Reading Room
As a follow-up to an article in last month’s newsletter about the Special Collections Reading Room, it should be
noted that the Robert H. Thonhoff Collection and La Prensa Collection are maintained in the Archives at the
Brooks City-Base Campus but can be accessed through the Special Collections Reading Room. The Reading
Room will house large collections of rare books donated by James H. Sutton and Sylvia Carvajal Sutton
(Spanish Colonial studies) and Harry Mazal (Jewish history studies).

Vaqueros Everywhere

Vaqueros On The Riverwalk
On Monday, March 16th, a three-ton bronze sculpture was
placed outside of San Antonio’s Briscoe Western Art Museum
overlooking the Riverwalk. The art piece is titled “Coming
Home to the Briscoe”. It is a handsome and powerful depiction
giving the historic presence of a wiry vaquero on his horse
herding cattle.
The museum’s Executive Director, Tom
Livesay, added, “Also, it’s a note to historic drama, showing
these three longhorns being driven up from the water by a
vaquero, which is what would have happened here 200 years
ago.”
Artist T.D. Kelsey is a former rodeo cowboy who lives in
Guthrie, Texas. He spent two years working on the project and saw it
all come to fruition on the banks of the San Antonio River outside of a
museum. It is good to see this part of our historic heritage being
recognized and dramatized in such a powerful and long lasting way. It
appears that a visit to the Briscoe Western Art Museum is in order.

Vaqueros at the
State Capitol
And let’s not forget the Tejano Monument unveiled in 2012 on the
Texas State Capitol grounds in Austin, Texas. Artist Armando
Hinojosa, of Laredo, Texas, mounted the monument atop an
enormous granite slab with eleven life-size bronze statues honoring
early Spanish and Mexican settlers in Texas. The bronze statues are
of a pioneer family and a vaquero herding two longhorns. The
monument also has five bronze plaques that tell the story of the
Tejano
experience
from the 1500s to the
present.
The monument is
the largest of its kind
on any state capitol
grounds in the U.S.
and will be seen by
more than one million
people who visit the
Texas State Capitol
every year.

The University of Texas
Board of Regents approved a
logo for the UT Rio Grande
Valley (UTRGV) mascot, the
Vaquero. The logo represents
determination
in
charging
ahead to tackle any obstacle in
its way. If you look closely at
the logo, you can see the
outline of Texas hidden within
the legs of the horse. UTRGV
was created in 2013 by the
Texas
Legislature
and
combines the resources of UT
Brownsville and UT Pan
American and, for the first
time, makes it possible for
Valley residents to benefit from
the Permanent University Fund.
The school will also be home to
a School of Medicine. UTRGV
will enroll its first class in the
Fall of 2015 while the School
of Medicine will open in 2016.
Go UTRGV Vaqueros!

The J la Coins
By Rueben M. Perez

Check your pocket change. This rare Spanish
coin, called Jola, was minted in San Antonio in
1818
One such coin was found in the mid 1960s and
sold in Philadelphia for $52,875.00!
In the early 1800s, Spanish missions included those at San Fernando de Béxar, Goliad, and Nacogdoches,
the most successful settlements of the Texas interior. As daily activities bustled and commerce flourished, a
shortage of small denomination coins caused a serious hardship on the people.
Manuel Prado was the acting Spanish Governor in New Spain in
early 1817. He received authorization from Mexico City to produce
copper coins known as “jolas” worth a half real each. Prado chose a
local merchant and public administrator, Manuel Barrera to
produce 8,000 of those coins. A copy of that notice can be found in
the Béxar archives.

Those coins have the initials MB above ½ and 1817 on the obverse, with an incuse single star on the
reverse, which is often noted as the first appearance of the Texas Lone Star symbol.

Following Governor Prado, the next and what would be the last Spanish governor of the Province of Texas
was turned over to Antonio Maria Martinez who served from May 27, 1817 to August 17, 1822. In December
1818, he granted José Antonio de la Garza, the local postmaster, to mint the small change jola copper coins,
which circulated within the Béxar population of about 2,000 people.
A recall notice went out for the Barrera coins in favor of the new coins produced by José de la Garza. The
notice dated December 6, 1818 stated the population had 12 days to turn in the Barrera coins to José Antonio
de la Garza and he would replace them with the new coins. The minted jolas would have the 1818 date, the

initials JAG above the date, and the denomination at the center. On the backside is a multi-pointed lone star
motif. The coins were made from copper ore with lead, nickel, iron, and silver with several variations being
produced. The Texas jola is unique in that it is the only known Spanish Colonial coin made in what is now the
United States of America. The jola coin was produced after much of San Antonio’s population was wiped out
with the 1813 Battle of Medina and prior to Mexico seizing independence from Spain. In 1959 during
excavation work along the San Antonio River approximately 60 coins were discovered.
The De La Garza house, gardens and mint were located at the
corner of Veramendi Street and Main Avenue (present day Houston
and Soledad Streets). Geronimo and Javiera Cantu de la Garza
erected the house in 1734. The complex occupied an entire city block
and was made of limestone with three foot limestone and plaster
walls.
They maintained extensive gardens which included
cottonwood, pecan, fig and peach trees. The picture to the left is the
De La Garza house
Two generations later José Antonio de la Garza used the
homestead as the mint to produce jolas. During the siege of Bexar
the house was used by Ben Milam’s troops as their headquarters. In
1912, six months of demolition finally brought the house down. A large sum of money was found and a
cannon ball. In 1813, Antonio de la Garza was elected mayor and in 1824 he received Mexican title to two
leagues of land and became one of the largest landowners having ranchlands along the San Antonio and
Medina Rivers. He purchased Espada Mission and infuriated some of the residents who thought it was illegal.
In the 1840s, he moved to a new two-story structure near Calaveras Lake and in 1876 Garza County was
named after the Garza family.
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News of Gálvez on the Internet
The Five Flags
Pensacola Today
http://pensacolatoday.com/2015/03/guest-commentary-the-five-flags/
by Phillip White · March 3, 2015
Gálvez Portrait by Ana Gershanik, Nuestro Pueblo columnist
March 3, 2015, scroll to the bottom of the article at the link below
http://blog.nola.com/new_orleans/2015/03/latina_women_remembered_telemu.html

