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On Saturday, March 24th, the Granaderos y Damas de 

Gálvez were represented at the Pearsall History Festival by 
Governor Joe Perez, who staffed a display table.  The festival 
is an annual event and one section has a few historical groups 
with information tables such as ours.  Joe spoke with several 
visitors throughout the day about Bernardo de Gálvez and 
Spain’s involvement in the American Revolution.  This year, 
there were many people interested in the Spanish Milled 
Dollar that we have on display at our table.  Joe gave out 
information regarding the silver dollar and three replicas of the 
coin were sold at the event, which helps our treasury. 

 

Ad-Hoc Education Committee Established 
 
An Education Committee was established at the March meeting with a motion and vote to set 

asided five hundred dollars for an educational program this calendar year.  The committee consists of 
Walter Herbeck, Janie Rodriguez, Rafael Cavazos and Joe González.  Their task is to develop 
something educational regarding the mission of our group.  That “something” can be a program, 
event, publication, video or anything else they come up with.  Reports from the committee will be 
given at our regular monthly meetings.  A big Thank You to the committee members for volunteering.  

 

Keep Your Eyes Open 
 
A new 60-second promotional video by Rafael Cavazos will 
be revealed at our next meeting (and website/Facebook 
page).  We aim to have it aired on the public access 
channel.  Also, Roland Cantu is redesigning our website.  
His original design is fantastic but he will make a few 
changes that will keep it timely and make it interactive.  We 
benefit greatly from the talents of these two Granaderos. 
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Pearsall History Festival 



 

Wednesday, April 4th 

La Fonda Restaurant 
8633 Crownhill Blvd 

Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:30 
 

Guest Speaker: 
José (Joe) Antonio López 

 
Presentation: 

Friendly Betrayal 
 
We will have the opportunity to purchase Mr. López’ book 
“Friendly Betrayal” after his presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 7   10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
We will staff a booth at the Tejeda History Faire. 
 
Saturday, April 28  9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
We will march in the morning parade and staff a 
booth in the afternoon at the Wulff House. 

 

To Our 
April Babies 

 
April 2 

Victoria Thonhoff 
 

April 8 
Joe González 

 
April 28 

Alan Huffines 
 
 

San Antonio 
Chapter Officers: 

 

Governor 
Joe Perez 

 

Deputy Governor 
Alex Zamora 

 

Treasurer 
Manny Rodriguez 

 

Secretary 
Briana Perez 

 

Drum Major 
Ricardo Rodriguez 

 
 



RECOVERED MEMORIES: 
SPAIN, NEW ORLEANS AND THE SUPPORT FOR THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

Louisiana State Museum in New Orleans    April 20 – July 8, 2018 
By Robert Gray Freeland 

 
 
The exhibit showcases Spain’s support for the American colonies prior to and during the 

Revolutionary War, as well as notable Spanish figures whose lives impacted the emerging new 
country. New Orleans and Louisiana were part of the Spanish Empire from 
1762 to 1803. Under Bernardo de Galvez, the 4th Spanish Governor, Louisiana 
troops defeated the British troops in the Mississippi River Valley and the Gulf 
of Mexico, effectively eliminating their threat from the flanks of the 13 
American Colonies. Louisiana militias comprised of French and Spanish 
Creoles, the Islenos from the Canary Islands and the Free People of Color all 
served under Governor Galvez during the battles of Baton Rouge, Mobile and 
Pensacola. 

The exhibit takes the visitor on a chronological journey of Spanish-
American relations, beginning with Spain’s own Age of Enlightenment during 
the reign of Charles III through the times of European and American 

revolutions to the technological advancements at the turn of the 
20thcentury. In addition to historical documents and works of art, also on 
display will be clothing of the period, musical instruments, maps of colonial 

America, among many other historical pieces. The exhibit has been organized by Iberdrola of Spain in 
association with the Louisiana State Museum. 

Highlights from Spain include important works from noted Spanish painters such as Francisco de 
Goya, Luis Paret, Joaquín Sorolla and Ignacio Zuloaga; original portraits of Spanish colonial Louisiana 
governors Antonio de Ulloa and Bernardo de Gálvez, that have never before been shown out of the 
country; the original British flag captured upon their defeat at the Battle of Baton Rouge in 1779; 
period clothing including an ensemble worn by 18th century Spanish diplomat Diego de Gardoqui; 
naval models; and other historic artifacts and documents 

Entrance fees for this special exhibit will be $12 per person for adults, $10 per person for students 
(age 7-18), seniors (age 62 and over), military personnel, and free for children age six and under. 

The Friends of the Cabildo, the volunteer organization of the Louisiana State Museum, have 
developed a series of programs to support the exhibit. For ongoing details, please see the  
website. www.friendsofthecabildo.org 

These include a Member Opening; Sunday April 22 3:00-6:00pm; Lectures at The New Orleans 
Jazz Museum in the Old US Mint Building, 400 Esplanade Av.: April 5: Spanish Colonial Louisiana, May 
9: Spanish Colonial Music, June 25 Spanish Colonial Fashion. Other themes will be developed during 
the life of the exhibit. 

The Friends of the Cabildo’s “Speakers Bureau Program” will include presentations at schools and 
association membership meetings. In addition, Walking Tours in the “Spanish” French Quarter as well 
as docent led tours of the exhibit. If your organization is interested these can be arranged by calling 
the Friends directly at 504-524-9118. The 1850 House Museum Store at 523 At. Ann St. in the Lower 
Pontalba Building will sell catalogues on the exhibit as well as books and other items related to 
Louisiana’s Spanish heritage. 

Robert Gray Freeland 
as Bernardo de Gálvez 



Granadero Judge Ed Butler 
Receives DAR Medal of Honor 

 
Judge Ed Butler is a noted genealogist in Texas.  He has been a frequent speaker at 

genealogical conferences in the U.S. and on cruise ships in Hawaii and the Caribbean. Many of his 
genealogical and historical articles have been published in national magazines.  He founded the 
Order of the Founders of North America 1492-1692 in 2012, and was the co-founder of the Texas 
Genealogical College in 2015.  He served as President General of the National Society Sons of the 
American Revolution in 2009-2010.  He has published 
four family history books, including The Descendants of 
Thomas Pincerna, Progenitor of the Butler Family (Gen 
Pub. Co., Dallas, 1997) which won first prize in the Dallas 
Genealogical Society's book contest in 1997.  Recently, 
his book, Galvez / Spain - Our Forgotten Ally in the 
American Revolutionary War: A Concise Summary of 
Spain's Assistance (Southwest Historic Press, San 
Antonio, 2015) has garnered six awards. 

On Mar. 9, 2018 the National Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution presented him with their highest 
award - the DAR Medal of Honor.  No more than two 
such awards may be presented each year.  In 2010 he was awarded the SAR's highest award - The 
SAR Gold Good Citizenship Medal, making him the only person ever to receive both awards.  In 2016 
the Texas Genealogical College selected him for membership in its 2016 Class of the Hall of Fame. 

This DAR award was primarily based upon his writing two books which give Spain proper credit 
as a U.S. Ally in the American Revolutionary War, and his untiring efforts traveling around the United 
States at this own expense delivering interesting and informative power point presentations about the 
Spanish participation.  Those books are available at southwesthistoricpress.com. 

Congratulations, Judge Butler! 
 
 

Recent Articles on the Internet 
 
 

 
This is a nice article and video about Canary Islanders in Spanish Louisiana. 

Isleños Keeping the Culture of Spanish Louisiana Alive 
http://wgno.com/2018/03/05/islenos-keeping-the-culture-of-spanish-louisiana-alive/ 
 
 

This article is about Spaniards who had an impact on the United States of 
America.  This article is in Spanish. 

The Forgotten Spanish of North America 
http://www.elcultural.com/revista/letras/Espanoles-olvidados-de-Norteamerica/39227 
 
 



 

The Spanish Milled Dollar 
By Joe Perez 

 
In 1775, the Continental Congress issued paper 

currency to finance the Revolutionary War.  However, this 
currency quickly lost its value due to a lack of solid 
backing and because it was susceptible to counterfeiting.  
This currency’s devaluation gave rise to the term “not 
worth a Continental”.  While the Continental Dollar was 
not worth much, one could still use a Spanish Silver 
Dollar, which became the most widely used coin in the 
American colonies.  These coins were minted in Mexico 
and Peru where there were many silver mines. 

In 1789, the United States Treasury Department was 
founded to issue currency for our country, still in its 
infancy.  Prior to that time, the Continental Congress had 
rejected the British Sterling as our national currency and 
instead adopted Spanish currency as the basis of our monetary system.  Although American paper 
currency was printed in the United States, it was backed up by the Spanish Milled Dollar.  The United 
States one dollar bill shown above has the wording, “This bill entitles the bearer to receive one 
Spanish Milled Dollar or the value thereof in gold or silver according to a resolution of Congress 
passed at Philadelphia November 29, 1775.” 

So, exactly what was a Spanish Milled Dollar? 
It was a one-ounce silver coin worth eight reales and it had a grooved, or milled edge, instead of 

a smooth edge.  If a silver coin had a smooth 
edge, people could shave the edge just 
enough to be unnoticeable.  After enough 
shavings, one could have enough silver to 
trade for goods and services.  Milled (or 
grooved) edges made this dishonest act 
noticeable and rendered the shaved coin 
undesirable. 

The Spanish Milled Dollar was often cut 
into pieces.  It was cut in half to create two 
fifty-cent pieces; cut into four pieces to create 
four quarters and cut into eight pieces, which 
became known as Pieces of Eight.  That term 
has been widely used in movies about 
pirates, since much of their plunder was from 
Spanish galleons carrying the silver dollars.  
Each one of the eight pieces was valued at 
twelve and a half cents and each piece was 
also called a bit.  If something cost twenty-
five cents, it was said to be worth two bits.  
Since all eight pieces equaled a dollar, one 

can see where the old cheer came from: “Two bits, four bits, six bits a dollar”.  These are just a few 
interesting facts about the Spanish Milled Dollar and its role in the United States of America. 
 
 



Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held March 7, 2018 at La Fonda Restaurant 

Submitted by Briana Perez 

Attendance: 
George Aguayo,  Joe Aguayo,  Mike Aguayo,  Monica Aguayo Johnson, Edward Aranda, Eileen Barrientos, Juan 
Castro, Rafael Cavazos, Carlos Garza, Vivian Garza, Stella González, Joe González,  Walter Herbeck, Briana Perez, 
Elizabeth Perez, Joe Perez, Dorothy Perez, Rueben Perez, Delia Rodriguez, Johnny Rodriguez, Janie Rodriguez, 
Manny Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez II, Michael Rojas, Melissa Zamora, Alex Zamora,  Joe J. Zavala 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:33 p.m. 
 Joe González gave the Invocation and Walter Herbeck led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Governor Joe Perez welcomed guests Manny Rodriguez II, Monica Aguayo Johnson, Edward Aranda, Juan 

Castro, Carlos Garza and Vivian Garza. 
 Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for February.  He reported that we had a 

Beginning Balance of $2,964.38; Expenses of $404.20 for payment of national dues, reimbursement for 
website fees, calligraphy for certificate and frames for speaker’s gifts;  Income of $755.24 from membership 
dues, musician’s uniform payment, Gálvez coat payment and sales from assets from a storage unit we 
closed.; leaving an Ending Balance of $3,315.42.  A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as read was 
made by Rueben Perez and seconded by Walter Herbeck.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Joe then announced the birthdays for this month: Pauline Faz on 3/2, Rueben Perez on 3/3, Urban Urbano 
on 3/15 and Dale John Joseph Leppard on 3/19.  Joe then announced our participation in upcoming events 
such as the Pearsall History Festival on March 24, the Tejeda History Faire & Culture Fest on April 7 and the 
King William Fair & Parade on April 28. 

 Governor Joe Perez presented a membership certificate to Yolanda Kirkpatrick as she received applause.  
Joe then asked for a motion to form an Education Committee and set aside $500 from our treasury to 
sponsor an educational program this year.  After discussion, Rafael 
Cavazos, Walter Herbeck and Janie Rodriguez volunteered to serve on 
the committee.  Walter Herbeck moved to set aside the funds and the 
motion was seconded by Secretary Briana Perez.  After a vote, a motion 
carried with September as a target month. 

 Joe then introduced Guest Speaker Stella González who portrayed Juana 
Navarro Alsbury and gave an outstanding presentation, taking us back in 
time.  Her talk was very well received. 

 Dorothy Perez suggested we send out a membership roster to all the 
members.  Governor Perez said he will work on that and give members 
an option of how much information they wish to provide for the roster.  
Juan Castro provided information on the Texas Alliance of Land Grant 
Descendants and their website www.RootsofTexas.com.  After the meeting, Carlos Guerra and Juan Castro 
became our two newest members.  (More information on our new members will be in the May issue of La 
Granada.) 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 

 

Deputy Gov. Alex Zamora 
presenting a framed gift to 
Speaker Stella González 


