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April Events
Cancelled
Due to the COVID-19
Coronaviris, all of our chapter’s
events for April have been
cancelled.
Chapter events
beyond April will be dictated by
our
Executive
Committee
(officers) as well as ordinances
issued by federal, state, county
and municipal governments.
It is the hope of the
Executive Committee that all
members stay healthy.
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Notice:
Currently, our meeting in
April is cancelled.
Our Executive Committee
will make a decision in late April
on whether we will still have
a meeting in May.
Any decision by our
Executive Committee will be
made with the safety and welfare
of the members in mind.

Members of Record
With April Birthdays

April 2
Victoria Thonhoff
April 8
Joe González
April 18
Henry De Leon
April 20
Paul Bergeron
April 27
Dolores Beardsley

We encourage you to stay
informed during this pandemic
and take precautions regarding
your health. We are secure in
the knowledge that our regular
schedules will resume once this
health crisis has passed.
Stay safe.

Governor
Joe Perez
Deputy Governor
Alex Zamora
Treasurer
Manny Rodriguez
Secretary
Briana Perez
Drum Major
Ricardo Rodriguez
Chaplain
Joe González

There is a new coloring book on the market titled, “American Independence The Spanish
Secret” by Liz Strassner and Barbara Wiley. The pages are written from the perspective of the
children of those involved in the American Revolution.
The cover of
the book was
taken from a
photo of the
Granaderos
y
Damas de Gálvez
San
Antonio
Chapter Fife &
Drum Corps that
was marching in a
parade in 2012.
Other pages
are shown below.
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Another new book that hit the market recently is “Bernardo de
Gálvez Spanish Revolutionary War Hero” by Michelle McIlroy.
This book is part of a series titled, Our Voices: Spanish and Latino
Figures of American History. It is aimed at children ten-to-thirteen
years of age and from grade levels six and up.
It is encouraging to see so many books about Gálvez being written
these days, as we continue doing our part to educate the public about
Gálvez and Spain’s participation in the American Revolution. As with
the coloring book mentioned above, we have to believe that people
are noticing our efforts and are motivated by what we do.


Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez

Fife & Drum Corps
Prior to the current health crisis that has led to the cancellation of our events for April, the
Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Fife & Drum Corps had been practicing on a regular
basis. We are fortunate to have talented musicians who portray the musician soldiers that
served in the Spanish army under Bernardo de Gálvez. Led by Drum Major Ricardo Rodriguez,
who was instrumental in starting the corps back in 1988, these fine musicians add an
impressive dimension to our chapter.
We continue to enjoy the talent of fifers Crystal Benavides, Louisette Zurita, Janie
Rodriguez, Julie Soto and our newest fifer, Lisa Guile. We also enjoy the talent of drummers
Alex Zamora, Jesse Benavides, Luis Martinez and our newest drummer Joseph Viviano. We are
thankful for these musicians and for Ricardo, who schedules practices, provides a location and
feeds these members with pizza at each session. Below are photos from our most recent
practice. Members of the Fife & Drum Corps: Thank you!
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Practice Makes Perfekt
Recently, Granaderos Joe Perez, Manny
Rodriguez, Fidel Santos and Charlie Carvajal got
together at a local shooting range to practice the
procedures for loading and firing their replica
1700s Spanish muskets.

MICROBIOGRAPHIES OF PLAYERS
DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
By Rueben M. Perez

Too often, we read about a few individuals who contributed to a historical event and fail to
get a clear picture as to who the other ones behind the scenes may have been. During the
American Revolution when Spain was fighting the British and assisting the American Colonies,
much of the focus was on Gálvez, as it should be. Saying this, it is also important to recognize
that many countries, groups, and leaders played an important role as well. For instance,
approximately 2,376 Canary Islanders went to Louisiana to reside in four settlements
established by Gálvez. Over 700 of those Canary Islanders were identified as soldiers to fight
the British with Gálvez.
In one of his presentations, Robert Thonhoff relates, “as Americans continue to
commemorate the American Revolution and enjoy the freedom and opportunity gained from
it, they should also remember the important role of Bernardo de Gálvez and his forces, with
whom many people around the world may identify. Gálvez, for example, he had under his
command, men from Spain, Mallorea, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Hispaniola, and Ireland. From
Louisiana he had Frenchmen, Acadians, Germans, Canary Islanders, Indians, and Blacks, both
slave and free, number of Americans, including a contingent of First Continental Marines, a
part of the South Carolina Navy. One of his top officers was Major General Gerónimo Girón, a
direct descendant of Montezuma. One of his aides-de-camp was Francisco Miranda, the
precursor of Venezuelan independence.” Men from Coahuila, Texas, drove cattle or
participated as soldiers. New Spain also contributed by sending supplies, troops and ships or
presidio soldiers providing protection if called upon. One must give credit to all who
contributed to the winning of the American Revolution.
The following entries are micro biographies describing some of the lesser known foreign
key players involved in the American Revolution, many you may recognize, others, perhaps
not. As we enter into this series on Spain, Gálvez, and Isleños, it is sincerely hoped we all
come out with a better understanding of the important and critical role Spain, Gálvez, and
Isleños played in helping win the American Revolution. Equally as important, many of our
ancestors throughout New Spain, from California, New Mexico, Texas, Louisiana and over to
Florida, contributed and played an important role in the defense and defeat of the British,
giving us the freedom and independence we all enjoy today. To carefully examine the
American Revolution, it is like a puzzle and without that one piece representing Spain, Gálvez,
and Isleños, the puzzle would never be completed. The Order of Granderos y Damas de
Gàlvez honors those who came before us to give us the freedom we have today. Sit back,
read, and enjoy.

Don Pedro Pablo Abarca de Bolea y Jiménez de Urrea (1718-1798)
served as the 10th Count of Aranda. He was a Spanish statesman and
diplomat. He was a captain in the Spanish Army and was severely
wounded in combat in 1743, during the War of Austrian Succession. In
1754, Ferdinand VI appointed him as ambassador to Portugal to
supersede Nicolás de Carvajal, Marquis of Sarria. In 1760, he was
promoted to director of Artillery. Charles III appointed the Count as
ambassador to Poland. In 1763, he was appointed captain general of
Castile as well as president of the Council of Castile. His political and
courtier enemies, especially Floridablanca, managed to have him
dismissed. In 1773, he became the ambassador to France and stayed in that capacity until
1787. In 1792, he returned to Spain to replace the Count of Floridablanca as Secretary of State
(Prime minister) and later retired to his estates in Aragon.
Commander General Don Juan Bautista Bonet was a Chief in the Spanish Navy of the West
Indies from 1774 to 1781. He was also the Chief of the naval forces in the Pacific for Peru and
Chili, including the Military Order of Santiago in 1777. Bonet was General of the Navy in 1779
and was involved in the siege of Gibraltar in 1781. He died in Cartagena in 1786.
Bonet was involved in organizing and planning naval activities and became more of a
hindrance to Gálvez at times, then helpful. Spain had internal differences in the strategic war
effort with differences of opinions by Bonet’s policies verses those of José de Gálvez, who was
in charge of the American theater.
Prior to assuming his governorship, Bernardo Gálvez requested reinforcements to protect
New Orleans. He was denied on the basis that one ship was enough to protect the Mississippi
River. Bonet’s failure to respond quickly in the Mobile and Pensacola operations was
counterproductive to the war effort, so much that even the French sent a letter stating that
Bonet’s inactivity was contrary to his Royal Order. The actions of Bonet must have frustrated
José de Gálvez must have been frustrated with the treatment that Bonet was giving to his
nephew, Bernardo Gálvez.
Don José de Solano y Bote Carrasco y Diaz (1726-1806), also
known as the Marquess of Socorro, was a Spanish Naval Officer
who commanded a Spanish squadron during the America War of
Independence. He was promoted to Lieutenant General in 1782
after providing aid to Louisiana governor Bernardo de Gálvez in
March 1781. He later became the General Captain of the Spanish
Armada in 1804.
Diaz - Public Domain

Cagigal, Juan M. Cagigal was the Captain General of Spanish
Cuba, when Spain’s military actions in the West Indies achieved
mixed results during 1779 and the early 1780s. Jamaica was an
important war goal that Spain never realized. Bernardo de
Gálvez, fresh from his victory at Pensacola, organized a major
expedition against Kingston, Jamaica, but complications
prevented his carrying it out. Field Marshal Juan María de
Cagigal engineered a bloodless victory for Spain when his army
invaded New Providence Island, in the Bahamas. In early May
1782, Cagigal signed a capitulation by which the British would
turn over to Spain all the Bahamas Islands. Gálvez received
credit for the capture of the Bahamas despite the fact that that
Juan M. Cagigal
Cagigal disobeyed orders. He would later be incarnated and his
military career ended. He was rehabilitated by Charles IV in 1789 and absolved in 1799.
Then there is Luis de Córdova y Córdova. In Spanish naming
customs, the first surname is the paternal family name and the second
is the maternal family name. In this case, it happens to be
the same name.
De Córdova was born in 1706 and died in 1796. He was
a Spanish admiral and is best known for his command of
the Spanish fleet during the American War of
Independence. His best remembered actions were the
Spanish
Navy
Emblem

capture of two British convoys totaling 79 ships between
Luis de Córdova
1780 and 1782, including the capture of 55 ships from a
convoy composed of Indiamen, and other cargo ships 60 leagues off Cape St.
Vincent. He valiantly battled the Royal Navy during the Siege of Gibraltar but failed to defeat
the British.
Charles Cornwallis (1738-1805) was alson known as the 1st Marqess
Corwallis and an Earl in the British army. In the United States and the
United Kingdom, he is best remembered as one of the leading British
generals in the American War of Independence. Cornwallis returned to
America in July 1779 and became the lead commander of the British
‘Southern strategy’. He led several campaigns in America with victories
in New York, Brandywine and Camden. He moved his forces to Virginia
where he was defeated and finally surrender in 1781 to a combined
American and French force at the Siege of Yorktown, That ended

significant hostilities in North America. He continued his military career following the
American War of Independence by serving as a civil and military governor in Ireland and India.
He was reappointed to India in July 1805 and died not long after his arrival.
Francois Joseph Paul, Count de Grasse (1722-1788) was a French
naval commander who engaged British forces during the American
Revolution. He entered the French service in 1740 and after France and
America joined forces, he was dispatch to America as the commander of
a squadron. In 1779-80 he fought the British off the West Indies and
was promoted to the rank of Admiral. He was successful in defeating
Admiral Hood and in taking Tobago. George Washington, along with the
French general, the Comte de Rochambeau, marched to Virginia to
engage the British, and requested the assistance of de Grasse’s fleet.
Sailing from the West Indies to Chesapeake River, he was joined by the Comte de Barras’ fleet.
The British fleet, under Admiral Thomas Graves, was unsuccessful in defeating the French in
Chesapeake Bay. Naval supremacy off the waters of Yorktown was instrumental in the
successful siege of the city.

In December 1777, a 17-year-old widowed French-American citizen of
New Orleans named Marie Felice de Saint Maxent Estrehan married
Bernardo de Gálvez. By popular account, Doña Marie Felice was known for
her beauty and charm. She was the daughter of Gilbert Antonio de Saint
Maxent, founder of San Luis (St. Louis) who later played a major part in
stopping the British advance on New Orleans during the American
Revolution. At the time that she married Gálvez, she was a young widow
with a daughter. After marrying Gálvez, she had three more children; Matilde, Miguel and
Guadalupe, who was born in Mexico City just after Bernardo’s death. Afterwards, she
returned to Spain and became involved in the French Revolution. Later, she was exiled to
Zaragoza for two years. She passed away at her home in Aranjuez, Spain.
José Moñino y Redondo, also known as the Count of Floridablanca,
(1728-1808), was a Spanish statesman. He was the reformist Chief
Minister of King Carlos III of Spain. Floridablanca was born at Murcia,
Spain, as the son of a retired army officer. In 1773, he was appointed
“Count of Floridablanca” and later named Chief Minister in 1777. He
was responsible for establishing a functional cabinet, improving
education, rebuilding the city of Madrid and working out trade
agreements with foreign countries to improve Spain’s economy. During
the American Revolution, he took sides with France and the American
rebels. Floridablanca rebuilt the naval fleet as well as land forces and
isolated Britain through diplomacy before Spain entered the war. His
services to the King and the war effort led to Minorca and Florida being

returned to Spain by Britain. At the age of eighty, his health failed him and he died in Seville
on November 20, 1808.
Bernardo de Gálvez y Madrid, Viscount of Galveston and
Count of Gálvez (1746-1786), was born in Spain. He arrived
in New Spain, in 1762. As a captain, he fought the Apaches
with his Opata Indian allies and received several serious
wounds. In 1770, he was promoted to Commandant of Arms
in the Nueva Vizcaya and Sonora provinces of New Spain. In
1772, he returned to Spain in the company of his uncle, José
de Gálvez and later sent to Pau, France, with the Cantabria
regiment. He learned to speak French, which aided him
when he became a colonel and Interim Governor of Louisiana
Bernardo de Gálvez
in 1777.
In 1779, he was promoted to Brigadier and took an anti-British stance. He would aid the
American Thirteen Colonies in their quest for independence. He would colonize Louisiana by
founding several settlements including Gálveztown, St. Bernard de Gálvez, Valenzuela, Nueva
Iberia. Gálvez sent an emissary with a letter to Texas governor Domingo Cabello y Robles,
requesting that cattle from Texas be delivered to Spanish forces in Louisiana. Over 10,000
cattle belonging to the citizens and missions were trailed from Presidio La Bahia to
Nacogdoches, Natchitoches, and Opelousas for distribution to Gálvez’s forces.
He led Spanish forces against the British in the Revolutionary War and defeated them in
several military campaigns. This prevented the British from encircling the American rebels
from the south and kept an open passage in the Gulf and the Mississippi River for supplies.
The American Revolution ended while Gálvez was preparing a new campaign to take Jamaica.
George Washington took him by his side at a July 4th parade and Gálvez was cited by the
United States congress for aiding the Americans.
Gálvez returned to Spain and helped draft the Peace of Paris
1783 Treaty. He was sent to the Indies and became the governor
and captain eneral of Cuba. Shortly after, his father, Matias de
Gálvez, died and Bernardo was named viceroy of New Spain,
replacing his father. Bernardo died at the age of 40 on November
8, 1786 in Tacubaya, (now part of Mexico City) and his body was
interred at a wall of the Church of San Fernando, next to his
father’s crypt. His heart was placed in an urn and reposed in the
Cathedral of Mexico. Eight days after his funeral on December 12,
his widow gave birth to the last of their children.

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held March 4, 2020 at La Fonda Restaurant
Submitted by Joe Perez
Attendance:

Sally Avila, Peter Baron, Rafael Cavazos, Anthony Delgado, Carlos Garza, Vivian Garza, Joe
González, Stella González, Norma Langwell, Jimmy Peet, Joe Perez, Dorothy Perez, Rueben
Perez, Ricky Reyes, Janie Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez Sr., Jerry Sifuentes, Armandina
Sifuentes, Joe Weathersby, Vedia Weathersby, Alex Zamora, Melissa Zamora, Joe Zavala, Diana
Zavala, Dr. C. Maria Zentella, Binisa Zentella
 The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Governor Joe Perez. He introduced Rueben
Perez, who gave the introductions for our presenters, Dr. C. Maria Zentella and Binisa
Zentella as Los Inocentes. They gave an musical performance titled Juana Navarro
Veramendi Perez Alsbury: The Destiny of My Life. The presentation was a pleasure to
watch and hear and was very well received by the audience. The presenters also had
pamphlets for sale, which were quickly purchased. We thank Rueben Perez for sponsoring
the performance for the group.
 After the performance, Governor Perez called for a recess at 8:12.
 At 8:30, Governor Perez resumed the meeting.
 The Invocation was given by Chaplain Joe González.
 Jimmy Peet led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
 Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for January. We had a Beginning
Balance of $4,737.44. We had Expenses of $625.47 for speaker’s dinner, website fee for
2019, business cards and bear fur for miters. We had income of 75.35 for membership
dues. This left an Ending Balance of $4,187.32. A motion to accept the report was made by
Jimmy Peet and seconded by Joe González. After a vote, the motion carried.
 Governor Joe Perez adjourned the meeting at 8:37 p.m.

