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We mourn the passing of the last surviving founding
member of the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez San
Antonio Chapter, Granadero Henry De Leon, Jr. He was one of
the six original uniformed members when the organization
was started in 1975.
He was also a member of the Canary Islands Descendants
Association. Henry was a talented hairdresser and ran
successful beauty salons in San Antonio for over sixty years.
He was very active with St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church. He
started our chapter’s Annual 4th of July Patriotic Ceremony at
Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery. We will be conducting
the 37th version of that ceremony this year. Henry’s obituary
may be seen on page 4 of this newsletter. May he rest in peace.

HENRY DE LEON, JR.

Certificate of Appreciation
The late Eric Beerman wrote numerous articles and
spoke at various conferences on Bernardo de Gálvez and
Spain’s participation in the American Revolution. He was
a member of the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
for several years.
Over the years, many of Eric’s writings were translated by
his wife, Conchita Beerman. Recently, the Real Sociedad
Bascongada de los Amigos de Pais published a book that is
based on the many articles written by Eric. The sociedad
awarded Conchita Beerman a certificate of appreciation for
her excellent work in translating the articles and in preserving
and honroing the memory of her late husband, historian Eric
Beerman.
We will be notified when the book is available for
purchase.
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Next Meeting
Wednesday, April 7
7:30 p.m. via Zoom
Meeting Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85381703057

Speaker:

Adam Dominguez
Presentation:
The Battle of San Jacinto
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Dolores Beardsley
Apr 29
Luis Martinez

Battle of San Jacinto
The final battle of the Texas Revolution occurred on
April 21, 1836, at San Jacinto when rebel forces defeated
the army of Antonio López de Santa Anna.
There are many memorable phrases that were born
during the Texas Revolution, such as “Come and Take It” at
Gonzales and “Victory or Death” at the Alamo. One of the
more famous phrases, “Remember the Alamo. Remember
Goliad” was spawned at the decisive Battle of San Jacinto.
Reenactor Adam Dominguez will be the Guest Speaker
at our next meeting and will enlighten us on the significance
of the final battle of the Texas Revolution.
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New Member
David Larned
We gladly welcome David Larned as a new member of our chapter. David was born and
raised in East Texas. He is a second-generation Texan, with his family primarily coming from
Louisiana.
David is a U.S. Navy Submarine veteran and graduated from Lamar University in Beaumont
with bachelor’s degrees in Biology & Psychology. He also graduated from the University of
Texas Medical Branch School of Medicine at Galveston, TX. For the past 25 years, he has been
a staff psychiatrist at Burke which is a community mental health clinic in Lufkin, Texas, where
he currently resides.
David is a member of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), Nathan Gann Chapter in
Lufkin. He has two direct ancestors that served in the Pointe Coupee Militia under Gálvez, as
well as several collateral ancestors, although he didn't find out about them until later. His SAR
ancestor served in Francis Marion's South Carolina Brigade. He is also a member of the Sons
of Confederate Veterans, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Legion, and U.S. Submarine
Veterans Inc.
David’s wife, Tammy, is a nurse practitioner. They have two daughters, with one being a
teacher and one being a registered nurse. Their son is currently a firefighter in the U.S. Air
Force. He has a step-son in the U.S. Air Force and a step-daughter who is a police officer in
Houston. He is proud of his sons, daughters and his three granddaughters.
He enjoys history of all sorts and feels we should all be proud of our different heritages
and ancestors, warts and all, since without them we would not be living in this great nation
and, in particular, the great and unique State of Texas.

FIFE & DRUM CORPS ZOOMING
On Tuesday, March 30, 2021, Drum
Major Ricardo Rodriguez conducted a
Zoom meeting for the Fife & Drum Corps.
He spoke about scheduling practices,
completing uniforms and upcoming
events such as the 4th of July.
Only a handful of people were
available, but thanks go out to Ricardo
Rodriguez, Alex Zamora, Julie Soto,
Joseph Viviano and Joe Perez.

OBITUARY FOR HENRY DE LEON, JR.
Henry De Leon Jr. 81, passed peacefully to his heavenly home on February 23, 2021 from
pneumonia, with his brother Marino by his side.
He is survived by his sisters, Mary Sue Espinoza, La Verne
Podesta, Sadie Garcia, Dolores Beardsley, and Irene De Leon.
Brothers, Martin J. De Leon (Maria Elena) and Marino De Leon
(Norma), numerous nieces and nephews and friends.
He was a lifetime member of St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church and
also served as a Sacristan for many years with San Fernando
Cathedral and our Lady of Lourdes Grotto.
Henry was well known in San Antonio as a talented
hairdresser and business owner where he successfully ran his
Beauty Salons for over 60 years.
In 1975 he became a founding member of The Order of the
Granaderos Y Damas de Galvez. His ancestors aided Bernardo
Galvez during the American Revolution by rounding up cattle and
providing food for the American troops.
While visiting Madrid, Spain with the Granaderos, Henry had
the honor of a royal audience with King Juan Carlos. He was
instrumental in starting the Annual 4th of July Patriotic Ceremony
held at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.
Henry was also a founder and proud member of the Canary Islands Descendants
Association. Henry’s ancestors were part of the original 16 families who arrived on March 9,
1731 in what is now San Antonio. They were key factors in many of San Antonio’s historical
events including the building of San Fernando Cathedral.
Grandfathers were members of the city’s first government Juan
Curbelo -sixth and eighth Mayor, and Vicente Travieso- first
Alguacil (sheriff).
He spent many years researching family genealogy and left a
rich legacy. He was dearly loved and will be missed by all who’s
path he crossed.
The above obituary appeared on the Angelus Funeral Home website on February 26, 2021.
Granaderos Manny Rodriguez and Joe Perez served as two of the pall bearers.

The First Spanish Capital of
Texas was…but, wait a minute,
it was not in Texas, it was
located in…
By Rueben M. Perez
Dedicated to Yolanda Kirkpatrick
You may wonder if that is a weird title for a story and why it is dedicated to Dama Yolanda
Kirkpatrick. Well, actually it is not that difficult to understand once we get into the story. At
one point, I would visit the Central San Antonio Public Library often. We all know Yolanda’s
husband Larry Kirkpatrick worked there and Yolanda would visit. One day, as I was digging
into some research, Yolanda wandered over and sat next to me. She pulled out a chart along
with a yellow note pad and said, “Do you realize we are related?” in other words Primos. Well
this started to look real interesting, almost like opening a chest filled with gold, silver, and
precious stones. At this point, curiosity had me going, something I could not let go and
wanted to know more. The information and chart she was discussing opened a new door that
I never knew before, that Yolanda’s and my French, Spanish, and Native American lineage and
ancestors go back to Fort St. Jean Baptiste and Los Adaes Presidio.
The story unfolds with some historical events when the interior of Texas remained for the
most part tierra incognita and very little intrusion into Texas had been made by the Spanish.
The Province of Texas lay above the Nueces River to the east of the Medina River headwaters
and extended over to Louisiana.
Texas was part of four provinces in the
Viceroyalty of New Spain. It was after 1749, Texas
was incorporated into the joint jurisdiction with the
province of Coahuila. The Spanish occupation and
exploration in Texas lasted for 300 years. The flag
of Castile and León was finally lowered for the last
time in San Antonio, Texas, when Angel Navarro, an
Alcadein and the ayuntamien at Casas Reales
proclaimed independence from Spain and Governor
Martínez surrendered all government documents
and archives to him.
Spain’s interest during the second half of the sixteenth century was primarily focused in
rich silver deposits in present day northern Mexico starting in 1546 in Zacatecas where the
silver ore was discovered. Events would change quickly when René Robert Cavelier, Sieur de
La Salle, discovered the mouth of the Mississippi River and named the region “Louisiana” in
honor of King Louis XIV. After returning to France in 1683 he received crown support to
colonize the new territory. A return trip was made in 1685, however, due to miscalculations

he overshot the Mississippi River and landed 400 miles off at Matagorda Bay on the Texas
coastline. After being stranded, La Salle built his ill-fated colony and Fort Saint Louis close to
Garcitas Creek. The vision of establishing a colony did not come to fruition, however, it’s claim
to fame is credited as being the first colony in Texas not situated on the Rio Grande, first
Christian house of worship, first European marriage in Texas and perhaps the first baptismal in
Texas. The Spanish, skeptical of a French invasion, sent out expeditions to find the French
colony.
On April 22, 1689, General Alonso de León, leading troops from Coahuila,
came upon the French ruined settlement and discovered six houses, no defensive
walls and eight cannons without cannon balls. The Spaniards burned the
buildings and buried the cannons. Officials in Mexico City were impressed with
General Alonso de León and Father Damián Massanet’s accounts of the
expedition when they explored East Texas.
Even though León had recommended the need for a presidio to be
established in East Texas, in May 1690, Father Massanet founded San Francisco de losTejas
with only three soldiers to protect the mission. Fearing a rebellion, the mission was closed in
October 1693. After burying the cannon, bell, and setting the structures ablaze they returned
to Coahuila, New Spain.
By the late seventeenth century Spanish settlements had advanced to Northern New Spain
along the Rio Grande. Mission San Juan Bautista was established in January 1, 1700 and
became known as the “Gateway to Spanish Texas” for entradas to enter Texas. Meanwhile,
the French resurrected La Salle’s plan to settle in the lower Mississippi valley. Under Pierre Le
Moyne d’Iberville, a fort was built at Biloxi Bay in 1699, establishing a French presence in
Louisiana. Iberville was a relative by marriage to Louis Juchereau de St. Denis, Canadian born,
who played a key role in changing the course of Texas history. The French colony in Biloxi
suffered due to costly wars and was turned over to a wealthy Frenchman Antoine Crozat who
picked Antoine de La Mothe, Sieur Cadillac as governor.
As fate would happen, Cadillac received a letter from Father Francisco
Hidalgo requesting his assistance to reestablish missions in East Texas and, in
exchange, he would introduce the French to Spanish merchants to conduct
trade. Cadillac called on St. Denis. Skilled in diplomacy, having knowledge of
the Indian language and territory, St. Denis departed Mobile in 1713 and
traveled to Natchitoches where he erected the first buildings to store his
supplies and merchandise. He passed through San Antonio with 24 Canadian
soldiers in July 18, 1714. He arrived at San Juan Bautista on the Rio Grande, a Father Hidalgo
trip that would change Texas, and be a lifetime experience for St. Denis.
Upon reaching San Juan Bautista, Commandant Don Diego Ramón placed St. Denis under
house arrest, imprisoning him at his own home. Ramón’s granddaughter, 17-year-old
Manuéla Sanchez y Navarro, fell in love with St. Denis. Manuéla’s uncle, Don Domingo Ramón
had the responsibility of taking St. Denis to Mexico City in chains to be questioned by Spanish
officials and Viceroy Linares. St. Denis’ luck changed when he was given a commission to guide
a Spanish party to East Texas to reestablish the missions which would act as a buffer zone

against the French. The commander of the expedition was Manuéla’s uncle, Don Domingo
Ramón. One other thing of interest, before leaving, a wedding would take place. Seven
priests would officiate, the bells tolled and the festivities lasted for three days when Manuéla
and St. Denis married. Manuéla and St. Denis returned to Biloxi.
St. Denis established a commercial company to trade with merchants of New Spain.
Francois Dion Despres Derbanne, a relative of Louisiana Governor Cadillac’s wife accompanied
St. Denis and recorded the journey through Texas in his Journey of the Canadians, Graveline,
Derbanne, La Fresniere, and Debeaulieu to the Rio Grande River, 1716-1717, which provides
the first descriptions of the flora, fauna, and geographic attributes at the time. The expedition
reached the Rio Grande and San Juan Bautista in April 1717, after traveling 250 leagues. This
time St. Denis would not be as fortunate, his merchandise was confiscated and he fled Mexico
City on September 17, 1718, picked up his wife at San Juan Bautista and went to Natchitoches
in February, 1719. It was not until 1721 that St. Denis became the third commandant of Fort
St. Jean Baptiste, the French fort. St. Denis and Manuéla had four daughters and a son. St.
Denis passed away on July 11, 1744.
The first known man of European descent to settle at Natchitoches with his family was
Francois Dion Despres Derbanne as the new garde-magasin (storekeeper) at Fort Jean Baptiste
at Natchitoches. He accompanied Blondel, its first commandant,three and half years before
St. Denis. If you haven’t guessed yet, Francois Dion Despres Derbanne, is the common relative
that I have with Yolanda Kirkpatrick. Derbanne, was French Canadian in 1714, age 43, and
master of the boat La Voyageur that ferried supplies to the colonies from St. Dominque. He
had explored the Missouri farther than any man before him, and served as garde-magas of a
supply house on Isle Dauphine and later became garde-magas at Natchitoches. His wife was
Jeanne de La Grande Terre, Native American. Her name translates to “Jeanne of the Broad
Country” and her tribal affiliation is highly favored to be of the Chitimacha tribe. In his journal,
when passing through San Antonio, he wrote, “The Spaniards are going to establish a
settlement there; it is a very beautiful place.” Little did he ever realize that his lineage would
continue in San Antonio long after he was gone.
Fort St. Jean Baptiste, in Louisiana was founded by St.
Denis in 1714 and continued to 1762 when France ceded
Louisiana to Spain. Los Adaes, built in 1716 and reestablished
in 1721-22, was a mission and presidio and the Capital of
Provincia de los Texas from 1729 to 1770, (named after the
Adai people), about 17 miles from Fort Jean Baptiste and
separated by Arroya Hondo, the boundary line. It was at the
end of the Camino Real Road.
The Marqué de San Miguel de Aguayo a veteran soldier, and wealthy, undertook the task
of reestablishing the abandoned missions in East Texas in 1721 and was able to secure peace
with the French. The Spanish government designated Los Adaes as the Capital of the Texas
Province in 1729 and it remained the administrative seat of government for the next 44 years.

As our story continues to unfold, enter the commandant standing in for the Province of
Texas’ Governor. Lt. Joseph González was a forty-year veteran and served as commandant of
Presidio Los Adaes. He was born in Saltillo in 1700 and married María Gertrudis de la Cerda in
1720 at Monclova. Listed as Spaniard on military rolls, he held the rank of Second Lieutenant.
His daughter was Victoria Maria de Gonzáles Gonzáles, who caused an international crisis
when she ran off with Jean-Baptiste Despres Derbanne, son of Francois Dion Despres
Derbanne and Jeanne de La Grande Terre. The story of the elopement has been told
numerous times when both had disappeared from Sunday Mass. Excitement hit a peak at Los
Adaes in the quest for Victoria, not a trace of them to be seen. The Spanish garrison soldiers
followed the orders of Commandant Gonzáles and lost no time in searching for the couple.
They eloped and took their marriage vows at the post of St. Jean Baptiste, Father Vitry
pronounced them married and a celebration followed. The marriage produced one daughter,
Marie de l’Incarnacion Gonzáles Derbanne. Jean Baptiste Dion des Pres Derbanne died before
1766 and Victoria continued to live at Natchitoches until her death. The daughter Maria Luisa
Berban (Spanish for Derbanne) married José Bernardo Cervantes and they would have to move
to Villa de San Fernando de Bexar in the Province of Texas. Intermarriages on the frontier
border of Louisiana and Texas would continue to be practiced following the St. Denis -Navarro
and Derbanne-Gonzáles marriages.
Los Adaes Presidio called Nuestra Señora
del Pilar de los Adaes was a hexagonal fort,
defended by six cannons, about 100 soldiers,
and a village of 40 miserable houses. Life at Los
Adaes was harsh with poor land, crop failures
and food shortages.
Troubles continued at Los Adaes.
It
depended on French merchants for supplies,
soldiers were not paid as stipulated in the Royal Regulations, they had to wear deerskins while
the women and children were without clothing. Many of the wooden structures of the fort
were in dire need of repair. The end was drawing near for Los Adaes when the Marqués de
Rubi received instructions to conduct a review of all presidios in the Spanish borderland.
Acting on Rubi’s recommendation, the Spanish Crown issued a Royal Regulation of 1772. Los
Adaes was ordered abandoned and the new designated capital of the province transferred to
San Antonio.
The abandonment of Los Adaes came swift and painful for
the 500 Adaeseños. The Road of Tears and Sorrows resulted in
loss of life for many traveling the road. Lt. Gonzáles carried out
his orders as told and then died in route to San Antonio. Some
of the residents returned to Los Adaes, others started new
settlements at Nacogdoches, Bucareli, and Cibolo Creek. Many
followed the Road of Tears and Sorrows to start life anew in San
Antonio.

The new Capital of Texas was now in San Antonio and the Governor’s residence was
moved to San Antonio. The uprooted Adaeseños that arrived in San Antonio were miserable
and lived a mere existence with no property of their own, lack water rights, and were forced to
participate in the defense of the Villa, as were Manual Berban (Derbanne) who served with his
father and grandfather at Presidio Los Adaes. Manual Berban would later sit on the Cabildo at
San Antonio de Béxar in 1796 as councilman and became an attorney in 1801. Bernardo
Cervantes (husband of Maria Luisa Derbanne), along with sixty-three former Adaeseños,
petitioned Governor Muñozin 1781 that nothing had been done to provide land for them.
Mission Valero (Alamo) at this time had proceeded with secularization and now had available
land located in the upper farm lands, labor de arribu, and lower farm lands in labor de abajo,
which would be portioned out to the Indians, who had first choice, followed by forty-five
Adaeseños, who drew lots for the suertes. Spanish residents and other townsmen joined in on
the distribution of land.
So now you know that the first Capital of the Province of Texas was Los Adaes in Louisiana.
If anyone asks where the second Capital of the Province of Texas was located, just say, that’s
easy, San Antonio.
For those of us who remember Henry Guerra, newscaster, I bid you“Good Night Y Muy
Buenas Nochas”.
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Presentation to the San Antonio Chapter of the SAR
On Thursday, March 18th, Governor Joe Perez gave a presentation to the San Antonio
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution via Zoom. His presentation, titled Spanish
Participation in the American Revolution, explained the important role Spain played before,
during and after our war for independence.

