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Great Performance! 
 
The Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 30th Annual Fourth of July Patriotic Ceremony was a huge 

success.  We pulled off another great performance with the help of all members who performed both in 
uniform and behind the scenes.  The ceremony began and ended on time 
and our Keynote Speaker, George Washington 
(Mark Collins) was fantastic.  The Shot Heard 
‘Round the World opened the ceremony, 
followed by several historical, military, 
genealogical and patriotic groups presenting 
wreaths in honor of all who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in defense of our freedom, from the 
American Revolution to today. 

The Contributors to the Cause segment included 
various soldiers and for the fist time portrayed the 
Daughters of Liberty representing the contributions of 
women during the American Revolution.  The Musket Detail 
did a great job during the Roll Call of the 13 Colonies firing 
a volley to salute each colony. 

This year’s audience was the biggest crowd we’ve 
ever had at our 4th of July ceremony.  We had great 

media coverage this year with segments on two TV 
stations and in the newspaper, both hardcopy and 
online.  Even members who couldn’t make the event 
should know that they also made it happen through 
their support of membership dues, which helps pay 
for the production of the ceremony.  

For the third year in a row, we led the 4th of July Parade at the Hyatt 
Hill Country Resort.  Thanks go out to Roland Salazar, J.J. Zavala, Joe 

Perez, Julie Soto, Crystal Benavides and 
Jesse Benavides for pulling double duty on the 
4th in the morning and in the evening. 

After a long day with two events, it was 
very nice to get together afterwards at a nearby 
hamburger shop and share a good time with 
each other. 
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      Next Meeting 
 

  Wednesday, August 6 
   Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine 
        5440 Babcock Rd 
  Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:15 
                 Guest Speaker: 
               Hector Cardenas 
                   History of the 
        San Antonio Fire Dept. 
                  1854 - Present 
                   
 
 
 

The Guest Speaker at our next meeting, Mr. 
Hector J. Cardenas, is a 34-year veteran of the San 
Antonio Fire Department and is the Chairman of the 
Board for the San Antonio Fire Museum. 

He will give us a presentation on the history of 
the San Antonio Fire Department and its museum, 
which is at 801 Houston Street in the historic former 
Fire Station #1.  This is sure to be an interesting part 
of our city’s history. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Friday August 29          11:00 a.m. 
Presentation at the Federation of 
Genealogical Society Annual Meeting. 

Farias Fun Day 
 
On Wednesday, July 16th, Joe Perez 
represented our group at a summer youth 
program at the Harlandale Community Center.  
The program is sponsored by Texas State 
Representative Joe Farias.  One day of the 
week is set aside for living history groups to give 
presentations and teach the children about 
history.  Other living history groups were also on 
hand and the groups of children rotated between 
the presentations.  That particular day of the 
program is called Farias Fun Day. 

 

 



 

 
It started with 

practice and ended 
with another fine 
performance by our 
Fife & Drum Corps at 
the 4th of July 
Patriotic Ceremony. 

Our musicians 
played six different 
tunes during the 

ceremony.  Fittingly, they marched in playing “La Marcha de los Granaderos”.  They provided the 
music for our National Anthem as we celebrated the 200th anniversary of the Star Spangled Banner.  
During the special musical presentation, they drew applause after each song as they played “Yankee 
Doodle”, “Chester” and “The Girl I Left Behind Me”.  At the end of the ceremony, they marched out 
playing “Yellow Rose of Texas” as the audience showed their appreciation with more applause. 

The past fifteen months have seen our Fife & Drum Corps change dramatically.  In addition to our 
long-standing members of Drum Major Ricardo Rodriguez, Drummer Jesse Benavides, Fifer Crystal 
Benavides, Fifer Julie Soto and Fifer Vangie Garcia, we have added new members such as Fifer 
Miaoyin Rojas, Fifer Kate Bolcar, Drummer Gerard Cortese and Drummer Urban Urbano. 

The uniforms of our Fife & Drum Corps have changed also.  Over the years, we have had our 
musicians in black knee britches with white shirt and red sash, then the same color uniforms as the 
soldiers, then reverse colors with red coats.  All of these have been historically accurate since 18th-

century musicians have worn each of those at some point.  However, a well-respected resource book 
“The Spanish Army in North America 1700-1793” notes that “From March 1760, all drummers and 
fifers were to wear the colors of the royal livery – blue faced with red, and trimmed with the king’s 
livery lace.”  These new uniforms are historically accurate and have garnered world-wide attention via 
the internet, especially compliments on our Facebook page from reenactors in Spain.  The new 
uniforms and the Drum Major’s “banda” (sash) are big hits. 

We have a great Spanish Colonial Fife & Drum Corps that continues to improve in many areas.  
Our group should be very proud. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       Granaderos de Gálvez 
     Fife & Drum Corps 



 

Bernardo de Gálvez 
Honorary Citizenship 

 
The House Bill (HJR 105) passed the House 

on July 28, 2014.  The Senate Bill (SJR 38) still 
needs to pass in the Senate and if it does, the 
bill will go to the President. 

 As of this writing, the Senate has not voted 
on it yet.  The fact that it passed the House is a 
very good sign but time will tell. 

Thanks go out to everyone who sent emails, 
letters and called their representatives in the 
House and Senate to let them know this bill has 
the support of many of their constituents. 

 
On October 18, 2014, our chapter will sponsor the first 

ever (and First Annual) Granaderos de Gálvez Military Tattoo.  
A Military Tattoo is an event where various groups perform 
before an audience.  It used to be only military groups but has 
evolved to include almost any type of performance. 

Our Military Tattoo will be held at Fort Sam Houston’s 
MacArthur Field and will consist of Fife & Drum Groups, 
Bagpipe Groups, Drill Teams, Dance Teams, Horse Riding 
Groups, Military Bands and Living History performances. 

We will open the ceremony by presenting the Colors, 
giving a living history presentation, a fife & drum presentation 
and firing our muskets.  More details are forthcoming bout this 
unique and very special event. 

Happy Birthday To 
Our August Babies 

 

Emma Vela  8/14 
Joaquin Faz  8/16 

Deborah Guerra  8/28 
 

May you each have 
a wonderful birthday! 

National Meeting 
October 24-25, 2014 

In Historic 
St. Augustine, Florida 

 

Hotel Information: 
 

Hilton St Augustine Historic Bayfront 
32 Avenida Menendez 
Phone: 904-829-2277 
Rate $249 per night. 

(This is the hotel where the National 
Meeting will take place.) 

 

~   or   ~ 
 

Best Western Historic Bayfront 
16 Avenida Menendez 
Phone:  904-824-4482 

Rate $189 per night 
(This hotel is just a short walk from the one 

shown above.) 
 

Reservations must be made by September 24th. 
More details are forthcoming. 

 
On Tuesday, July 29th, Granaderos served as the Honor Guard for the Spanish Consul General 
to Mexico at a talk he gave on Gálvez at St. Mary’s University.  Thanks go out to Jesse Guerra, 
Rick Reyes, J.J. Zavala, Joe Perez and Urban Urbano for serving in the Honor Guard. 



By Rueben M. Perez, edited and annotated by Robert H. Thonhoff 
 

 
In February 1778, James Willing declared himself to be a naval Captain in the United Independent States of America.  

The Commerce Committee, without the general knowledge of Congress, commissioned Willing a captain in the navy and 
assigned him the expedition.  He raided settlements along the Mississippi River with a detachment of Continental Marines 
who were paid by the Continental government.  His brother Thomas was a business partner of Robert Morris and also a 
member of the First Continental Congress.  

James Willing, by his brother’s assistance, met with the Commerce Committee of Congress in the early fall of 1777 
and advanced a plan to send an expedition down the lower Mississippi.  The Committee, without approval from Congress, 
granted Willing a commission as a Captain in the navy to accomplish his plan.  Willing’s objectives, as approved and 
indicated in a letter by Oliver Pollock, would be to exchange communications, carry supplies and goods upriver from New 

Orleans, and to capture whatever British property he might encounter, including enemy vessels.  
With these instructions, Willing departed Fort Pitt on December 12, 1777, and with a request for 
the expedition to have the following: 1 Lieutenant or Ensign; 24 regulars; 1 Sergeant; 1 
Corporal; 1 boat to row; 12 or 14 oars; and 10 volunteers, in addition to food staples, and 
ammunition.   The armed boat, named the U.S.S. Rattletrap, was assigned to Willing along with 
officers who would seek volunteers to form a company of Marines.  The U.S.S. Rattletrap,  a 
galley-type boat with ten oars and armaments consisting of swivel guns, was purchased by the 
U.S. Congress for 300 pounds.  Twenty Marines from 13th Virginia Regiment and an additional 
fourteen men from other units volunteered to join the expedition.  The expedition left Fort Pitt 
during the night of January 10, 1778, down the Ohio River.  The first attack of the Willing 
expedition was the seizure of the Becquet brothers’ large bateau full of pelts. Next was the 
seizure of a large cargo of brandy from a Mr. La Chance.   

The U.S.S. Rattletrap continued downriver until it reached the Mississippi River where ten 
recruits and two canoes were added to the expedition.  Willing’s flotilla reached a Spanish post at the mouth of the 
Arkansas River and found fourteen American settlers.  The settlers asked that they not go farther down the river and 
requested that Willing take them under his protection.  As the expedition of Marines continued downstream on the 
Mississippi, on February 19 they reached a point a short distance above Natchez.  Willing’s Marines reached the 
plantation of Anthony Hutchins, a British Loyalist.  They took Hutchins as a prisoner and confiscated his slaves and all his 
valuable property. 

Before proceeding, Willing, divided his company into two companies, one company of English, the other French.  
They reached Natchez, a small, thriving farm community made up of American, French, and English settlers, where 
Willing once lived and owned a homestead.  At the outbreak of the American Revolution, large numbers of Tories, fleeing 
patriot fury, sought refuge in the districts of Natchez and Manchac.  Natchez settlement was part of British West Florida.  
The expedition went ashore, taking all of the inhabitants and usable property, and by morning the main force of the 
expedition arrived and immediately raised the American flag over the fort of Natchez. The inhabitants of Natchez, feeling it 
would be to their best interest, capitulated and signed an agreement of neutrality presented by Willing.  After the 
inhabitants signed the agreement, Willing demanded that provisions be provided to his men and ordered all single men to 
join him.  He ordered those remaining inhabitants to move on the Spanish side of the river within 15 days.  However, 
when they reached the southern district of Natchez, the expedition plundered the British inhabitants, burned their houses, 
killed their livestock, and took their slaves.   

The expedition reached Manchac on February 23, and the advance party captured the British sloop Rebecca, which 
was anchored to the riverbank at Manchac.  The English vessel was a sixteen four-pounders and six-swivel ship.  By 
capturing the Rebecca, it ended the British control on the waterway for the time being.  Willing declared the inhabitants of 
Manchac settlement as prisoners and sent the English vessel, Rebecca, down to New Orleans.  Willing continued his 
plundering of the British settlers around Baton Rouge. 

Learning of Willing’s victory along the Mississippi, Oliver Pollock ordered his nephew, Thomas Pollock, Captain 
Lafitte, and unit of forty-one men to assist Willing to help bring back the prizes of victory of captured British property to 
New Orleans.  Instead, Willing continued his plundering downstream from New Orleans and sent Lafitte along with two 
canoes and a group of Americans, French and Spanish sailors farther downstream.  They came across the British 
brigantine, Neptune, carrying lumber to Jamaica and ended up capturing it and taking it back to New Orleans.  In addition, 
they captured the schooner, Dispatch, along with its cargo of slaves and flour. 

With Americans fleeing to Spanish soil from British territory, Pollock, with Gálvez’s approval, obtained freedom for 
them in New Orleans.  Again, due to the mutual respect between Pollock and Gálvez, the refugees were welcomed by 
Spanish officials as were Willing and his Marines.  Gálvez put them in a public building and also allowed the Marines to 

CONTINENTAL MARINES, RATTLETRAP, 
BERNARDO DE GÁLVEZ AND THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER  

 



sell their captured items.  Trouble started to brew for Gálvez when British subjects and authorities petitioned him to have 
Willing release the British subjects, return their property and valuables, and then they accused Gálvez of unfairness by 
harboring Willing and his men.  

Gálvez responded that Spain was not under any obligation to protect British subjects that were on the shore or off the 
shore of British soil. Gálvez made another decision on seizures above Manchac and disclaimed all responsibility; 
however, below Manchac no violence was permitted either by the Americans or the British, and any boats or cargoes that 
had been captured had to be return to their owners.  In the meantime, the Rebecca, after it arrived in New Orleans, was 
fitted as a cruiser and renamed the U.S.S. Morris.  Pollock appointed William Pickles to be the commander of the new 
ship.  The newly named U.S.S. Morris had its upper deck removed to make room for sixteen 6-pounders that came from 
Havana.  The bow and quarters were reconfigured for additional armaments and prepared a full crew of 150 men. 

At this point Gálvez was in a predicament trying to hold firm and stay neutral, but Willing and the Marines put him in 
an unfavorable and critical condition with the British, who did not back down.  The British reclaimed Manchac by sending a 
force of 50 men, who overtook the American garrison.  Willing sent another detachment of Marines to Manchac to 
recapture it.  In addition, he sent troops to Natchez to oversee the neutrality; however, he failed to accomplish his goals.  
The British retaliated by sending from Pensacola a contingent of over 100 soldiers to 
defend Manchac and by defending the river with the British ship, Sylph, a sloop of 150 
men, while 200 men were sent to protect Natchez.   

At this point, Willing was successful in getting everyone aroused—and annoyed—
especially the British.  Being unable to leave New Orleans via the Mississippi due to the 
British blockade he stayed on and on.  Pollock and Gálvez found it difficult to do business 
with Willing while he was enjoying the climate of New Orleans.  To Gálvez’s displeasure, 
Willing issued a proclamation to parole the prisoners he had captured. Gálvez responded 
that he had no right to do so since he was on Spanish soil.  The friction continued 
between Willing, Gálvez, and Pollock and got to the point that Pollock reported to 
Congress on July 6 that Willing had created confusion, new enemies, and large 
expenditures, and the only way to stop it was to send him back immediately.  In a second 
letter on August 11, Pollock wrote that what keeps Willing from tarrying around New 
Orleans is known only to God, but as soon there is a clear passage, he must go.  Pollock 
searched for ways to send Willing back, including using the U.S.S. Morris to return him by 
the Mississippi, which was not possible.   After further delays, a land route of escape 
through Spanish territory was requested by Willing.  Gálvez saw through the plan as a 
means for Willing to attack Natchez.  Lt. Robert George requested to take the remaining Marines that were commanded 
by Willing back to Fort Pitt, which Gálvez approved, provided that they would follow a specific route and would not offend 
any British subjects.  With a pass from Gálvez, they traveled through Opelousas, Natchitoches, and the Arkansas Post.  
By June of the following year, the remaining Marines reached their destination and joined George Rogers Clark at 
Kaskaskia, where the Marines were disbanded. 

What happened to James Willing himself finally came about quite unexpectedly.  In mid-November, Willing departed 
New Orleans by ship for Philadelphia carrying dispatches written by Gálvez and Pollock.  Off the Delaware Capes, the 
British privateer Columbus captured the sloop that he was on, and he was taken to New York as a prisoner.  A year later, 
he was released in exchange for Lt. Governor Henry Hamilton of Detroit. Bernardo de Gálvez was left with some major 
issues to address in his later campaigns in the war with Britain.  

As to the Continental Marines, the Second Continental Congress authorized two battalions of Marines on November 
10, 1776, and when the war ended, both the Continental Navy and Continental Marines were disbanded.  Overall, Willing 
and his Marines did more harm than good for the United States with their indiscretions and plundering.  Oliver Pollock and 
Bernardo de Gálvez should be credited with any benefits that came out of the Willing expedition. Moreover, credit should 
also be given to Daniel Longstreet and his small Marine detachment on board of the Continental sloop West Florida, 
which will be another story at another time.  In the meantime, the focus for Gálvez will shift to his forthcoming campaigns 
against the British at Manchac, Baton Rouge, and Natchez.  
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