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We
had
another
fantastic 4th of July Patriotic
Ceremony this year with a
very good turnout from the
public.
The “shot heard
‘round the world” started
the ceremony followed by
the
Granaderos
Color
Guard marching in.
The “Contributors to
the Cause” offered a
dramatic “Roll Call of the 13
Colonies” with musket fire
and our Fife & Drum Corps
gave a fantastic musical
presentation. The audience
enjoyed
our
Keynote
Speaker
CW4
Thomas
Hager as well as the 21-gun
salute by the Memorial
Services
Detachment
followed by Taps. Michael
Cristian gave an excellent
speech as General Gálvez and we got very nice photos from
Art & Ofelia Juarez.
We are thankful to Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery
for allowing us to conduct our ceremony on their hallowed grounds every
year. An event like this takes
months of preparation and so
many people to pull it off. Many,
many thanks go out to all
members of our chapter for
making it happen, either by
participating or supporting the
event through your dues.
You made the most patriotic
4th of July event in San Antonio
happen once again.
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This is Dr. Amy Porter’s first talk since the publication of
her new book. We will have copies available for purchase
and to be signed by the author. Please see page 3 for more
information on Dr. Porter and her new book.
Come to the meeting for the good food, good company and
good presentation on a very interesting part of our history.
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Happy Birthday !
August 10
Julie Soto
August 14
Emma Vela
August 16
Joaquin Faz
August 28
Deborah Guerra

Upcoming Events
Saturday, August 15
1:00
Battle of Medina History Symposium to be
held at the First Baptist Church in Pleasanton,
TX. We will have a living history booth.
Saturday, September 5
10:00
Presentation to Los Bexareños Genealogical
Society.

Their Lives, Their Wills
Women in the Borderlands, 1750 – 1846
Amy M. Porter
Dr. Amy Porter examines the wills of women in the Spanish and Mexican
colonial towns of San Antonio, Santa Fe, El Paso, Saltillo and San Esteban de
Nueva Tlaxcala from 1750 to 1846 and presents a very illuminating study of the
social and economic roles women played in that era. A woman’s rights of
material possession in an otherwise male-dominated society are made
surprisingly clear in the wills of these frontier women. The wills were of great significance in the lives
of women and their familiies in a time when they often dealt with widowhood and the loss of children
at young ages.
Dr. Amy Porter received her Ph.D in History from Southern Methodist University and
currently serves as Assoicate Professor of History at Texas A&M University-San
Antonio. She will serve as Guest Speaker and give a presentation at our next meeting.
We will have copies of her book available to purchase and to have signed by the author.
While the books are listed on Amazon.com for around $40, you can get your copy for a
special Granaderos price of only $32 at our August meeting.
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Granaderos de Gálvez On The Go
On Thursday, June 11th, Granadero Peter Baron gave a living history
presentation to students at Central Catholic High School. The students are in a
history class being taught by Granadero Bill Bowlin.
Peter’s presentation was very well received as students learned of
Bernardo de Gálvez and Spain’s assitance during the American Revolution.
On Wednesday, June 24th, Granadero Jesse Guerra gave a living history
presentation at St. Mary’s University. The audience
was a class of students participating in the 2015
Youth Leadership Conference sponsored every year
by the Military Order of the World Wars. Several
organizations are invited to give presentations and we are on schedule to
give a living history presentation every other year at this conference.
Jesse’s presentation was very well received and he answered several
questions afterwards from students.
On Saturday, July 18th, Joe Perez
staffed a living history booth at the
Yesteryear Festival on the grounds of the
Longhorn Museum in Pleasanton. The
fesitval had several interactive activities for children such as making
your own brand, a petting zoo as well as exhibits for history-minded
adults.
There was a steady flow of people who stopped by the display
booth and Joe fired the musket throughout the day.

Los Tejanos
Exhibit at the Institute of Texan Cultures
On Thursday, May 14th, a reception was held for the opening of the exhibit titled “Los Tejanos” at
the Insititute of Texan Cultures in San Antonio. Two of our distinguished members were in
attendance; Honorary Granadero Judge Robert H. Thonhoff and Honorary Granadero Rueben Perez.
At left is a photo of Judge Thonhoff standing next to
an ongoing exhibit at the Institute that shows information
about the Spanish ranches in this area. From that same
exhibit is an information board covering the 10,000 or so
head of cattle from local ranches herded to La Bahia
then on to New Orleans to feed the troops of Bernardo
de Gálvez during the American Revolution.
How
appropriate that Judge Thonhoff is sporting a Granadero
de Gálvez blazon at the reception for the kickoff of the
exhibit.
Los Tejanos is an interactive exhibit featuring recreations of typical themes of Tejano life, from
population migrations to the arts. It tells compelling stories from the early 18th century all the way up
to the present day.
You will see encounters between Spanish and indigenous populations commonly identified as
Tejanos. There are representations of 500 years of history covering themes of identify, cultural
interactions, civil rights, the struggles for inclusion as well as just making a living in this land. It
covers a lot of ground on how the Spanish and Mexican cultures influenced the Lone Star State and
helped make Texas what it is today.

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez National Meeting
October 9 & 10, 2015 in Washington, D.C.
 Visit to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Meeting Rm
for a reception at the portrait of Gálvez
 Reception at the Spanish Embassy
 Wreath laying at the Statue of Bernardo de Gálvez
 Meeting at the Phoenix Park Hotel
Hotel Phone: 202-638-6900
Hotel Website: www.phoenixparkhotel.com
A block of rooms is reserved under Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez

Revolutionary War Battlefield Lies
Beneath Ballpark Village Site
By Rueben M. Perez

Little is remembered today of a battle that occurred on
the site of Busch Ballpark Village, St. Louis, Missouri, home
of the St. Louis Cardinals ballpark. Reported by KMOX,
“Even life-long St. Louis residents may not realize that a big
battle was once fought on what is now the site of Ballpark
Village, just north of the old Bush Stadium.
The Battle, often referred to as “The Battle of St. Louis”,
is also known as “The Battle of Fort San Carlos.” Under the
gallant leadership of Bernardo de Gálvez, the Spanish
defeated the British over 230 years ago in May 1780 on the
very same Bush ballpark. The victory in St. Louis was
critical for Gálvez in stopping the British from capturing
the Upper Mississippi Valley and expanding their claims to
lands
west of the Appalachians. The victory also closed off
New Bush Stadium for the Cardinals
any possibilities of attacking New Orleans by the
Mississippi and troops from Pensacola. Had the British taken St. Louis, it is probable the victory would
have swung to the British by additional Indian tribes on their side. In addition, St. Louis would have
given the British an excellent base to launch attacks or supply Indian raids against the pitifully small
American forces north of the Ohio River. One can only imagine what American history would have been if
this battle had gone the other way.
The battle at St. Louis was one of the most unusual battles during the American Revolution and one
of only two battles fought west of the Mississippi River. St. Luis des Ylinueses (St. Louis of the Illinois) was
a French settlement ceded to Spain by France on May 26, 1780. The settlement was established by
French traders in 1764 and located at the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. St. Louis was
primarily a trading hub occupied mostly by French and outnumbered by Indians in the vicinity. After
France ceded the territory above St. Louis, the Spanish did little to defend the area and the British started
to extend westward. In command of Upper Louisiana and commandant of the militia at Fort Carlos was
Fernando de Leyba, Lieutenant Governor of Spanish Louisiana. Leyba and his family arrived in St. Louis
in 1778 and became acquainted with George Rogers Clark. Local St. Louis merchants invested and
extended Clark credit for his cause with guns, powder, and essential supplies. In July 1778, George
Rogers Clark captured Kaskaskia, Cahokia, Vincennes and several other British villages and forts. Leyba
lost his wife in the summer of 1779, and he suffered a severe illness that affected his health.
Fernando de Leyba expected that St. Louis would be attacked by the British and feared his small
contingency of soldiers would not be enough to fend them off. Leyba writes to Gálvez on February 5,
1779, fearing he did not have the fighting force to ward off a British expedition, “Sixteen men, including
the drummer, are all the troops I have; of the militia, it is true, there are forty able to bear arms, but at
this time they are all trading on the Misury.” In addition to the Regular army soldiers of the Fijo de
Luisiana Colonial Regiment, a civilian militia of 176 was spread out in the countryside. By May 1780,
Leyba had information that an attack was imminent. The British started their march towards St. Louis in

the spring of 1780 with a force over 1,000 strong consisting of British soldiers, fur traders and a large
group of Indians from various tribes.
Leyba developed a plan for constructing four stone
towers to defend St. Louis. Without financial assistance
from New Orleans, Leyba collected money from the
citizens and from his own private funds to pay for the
towers. On April 17, 1780, the first stone was laid in place
to what would be a cylindrical fort. By mid-May, only one
stone tower had been built, about 30 feet in diameter and
thirty to forty feet tall.
It was named Fort San Carlos after the Spanish King
Charles III.
A trench was dug around the city and without the
necessary funding to provide better protection, trees were
cut, logs spiked into the ground and parapets constructed
at the ends of the trench. At the top of the tower cannons
were placed. Leyba called up the Ste. Genevieve’s militia
and when the British attacked, he now had a force of
twenty-five regulars and two hundred and eighty-nine
villagers.
Emanuel Hesse, Commander of the British
Fort San Carlos diorama in Missouri State
expedition, sent out a scouting party to evaluate the village
of St. Louis but was unable to get close due to the villagers out in the field working.
On May 26, 1780, around 1 P.M. the British forces approached the village, while another contingency
of Indians attacked the other side of the river at Cahokia. Out in the field, the villagers, upon realizing
they were being attacked, ran towards town. The
village people had 21 killed and up to 100 wounded
or captured. As the Indians were attacking, troops
in the trenches and cannons on top of Fort San
Carlos started firing. The explosions and noise
frightened the Indians, causing them to retreat but
not before crops, livestock, and buildings were
destroyed. On the same day, George Rogers Clark
and his army defeated the British at Cahokia on the
other side of the river. Fernando de Leyba died the
following month and the village of Saint Louis was
never attacked again. The battle of St. Louis ended
any hopes the British had for controlling the
Mississippi Valley.
Mural at Missouri State Capital depicting
Indian attack on the village of St. Louis
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