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2020 KING WILLIAM FAIR CANCELED 
Official News Release 

This year’s King William Fair, an official Fiesta® San Antonio event 
since 1968, will not take place due to the continued health and 
safety concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. The Fiesta San Antonio Commission 
announced that Fiesta will return next year from April 15-25, 2021. We look forward to 
celebrating with you then at our next King William Fair on Saturday, April 24, 2021. The King 
William Fair team is currently working on readjusting our planning process for 2021. We will 
be in touch soon with all of our vendors, volunteers, sponsors, contractors, Parade 
participants, entertainers, neighbors, and community stakeholders as we set our sights on a 
successful 2021 King William Fair. In the meantime, please stay safe and keep the spirit of 
Fiesta alive in your heart! 

¡Viva Fiesta! 

______________________________ 
 

Scientists are getting 
closer to developing a 
vaccine for the Covid-19 
coronavirus.  When one is 
developed, we will get back 
to normal. 

This won’t last forever.  
Let’s all hang in there until 
we get together again at 
our monthly meetings. 

 

August 
2 0 2 0  

Order of Granaderos 
y Damas de Gálvez 

 San Antonio Chapter 



 
 

    Notice to members: 
   Our meeting for August has 
     been canceled due to the 

    coronavirus 
   

          Everybody stay safe. 
 

  
 

 

Málaga, Mobile and the Mail 
 

In downtown Mobile, Alabama, sits the beautiful, 
very-well-maintained Spanish Plaza Park.  It was 
created to honor Mobile’s sister city, Málaga, Spain.  
The park features Spain’s influence on the city 
through various forms of art such as historic mosaic 
tiled benches, grand arches, flags and statues.  It 

recognizes Mobile’s Spanish 
period from 1780 to 1813. 

One of the statues in the park is of 
Bernardo de Gálvez.  That statue was used as 
a reference for a postage stamp by the U.S. 
Postal Service in 1980, commemorating the 
200th anniversary of Gálvez’s victory at the 
Battle of Mobile. 

A beautiful slide show of the park may be 
seen at the internet link shown 
below. 
https://www.tripadvisor.com/A
ttraction_Review-g30709-
d12433520-Reviews-
Spanish_Plaza_Park-
Mobile_Alabama.html 
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The 2020 National Meeting was to be held in November at Hotel Gálvez in Galveston, 

Texas, but has been canceled due to the coronavirus.  However, we will still have a National 
Meeting this year in an online format using the Zoom platform.  A link to access the meeting 
will be sent to everyone via email. 

We will resume the in-person format next year in 2021 in Galveston at the Hotel Gálvez. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Recent Internet Articles 
 

American Independence: The Spanish Secret 
This is an article published in the Las Cruces, New Mexico newspaper, but it also appeared in 
other newspapers in that region.  It is about a coloring book that shows Spain’s involvement in 
the American Revolution.  One of the pages of the coloring book was taken from a photo of 
our Fife & Drum Corps that shows Crystal Benavides, Jesse Benavides, Priscilla Marrah and Joe 
Mannix.  A Spanish version may soon be in the works.  Please see the link below. 
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/news/local/community/2020/07/03/coloring-book-how-
nm-helped-win-revolution-war-education-children/3265240001/ 
 

The Thrill of History – Bernardo de Gálvez 
A website called The Thrill of History had an article about Bernardo de Gálvez.  You can get 
your thrill at the following link: https://www.histhrill.com/bernardo-de-galvez/ 
 
 

The American Revolution and the 
Coahuiltecans of the Texas Missions 

 
Los Inocentes, consisting of Dr. Maria Zentella and her 
daughter Benisa Zentella produced a special 
presentation for the 4th of July about Coahuiltecans of 
Texas missions and how they assisted in the American 
Revolution.  To see this historic musical narrative, you 
can go to: 
www.facebook.com/1132300593465808/posts/3617795
511582958/?sfnsn=mo&d=n&vh=e 

 
 

Chapter Treasurer’s Report 
Checking Account for June 

 
 
Beginning balance    $3,907.02 
Expenses                               .00 
Income                 240.32 Dues, Pymt for Coat, Dividend 
Ending Balance for June   $4,147.34 



A Moment for Members 
 

Never Falter Walter 
 
Nothing can stop Granadero Walter Herbeck.  Like many in our membership, he is also a 

member of various other organizations and stays active in many other 
pursuits.  Walter recently recovered from a foot amputation and from a 
fight with the Covid-19 coronavirus.  He stayed a while at the V.A. 
Hospital but was released and is currently rehabilitating. 

At left is a recent photograph of Walter when he was at the V.A. 
Hospital.  This photo is the epitome of a positive attitude.  Way to go, 
Walter!  Here is hoping your rehab is as positive as your attitude. 
 

No More Manuel Labor 
 

Our Treasurer, Manny Rodriguez, recently retired after forty 
years of government service (18 with Kelly AFB and 22 with the 
Postal Service) and retires as Manager of Maintenance Engineering 
Support.  With a Dama Fifer (Janie) for a wife, four adult children, 
nine grandchildren and a recently-purchased RV, he plans on going 
fishing, visiting state parks and traveling to see family out of state. 

Of course, he and Janie still plan to participate in Granaderos 
events but now Manny will have more big fish stories to tell.  
Congratulations, Manny! 

 

The Governor and The Princess 
 
He portrays Bernardo de Gálvez with the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez San 

Antonio Chapter, he’s an actor and now he’s an author.  Michael Cristian has 
published his first book, titled The Princess: A Fairy Tale.  It is a tale about a 
young princess who sets out on a quest to save her beloved knight, who has 
been captured.  The book is inspired by various fairy tales.  The following is 
from the back cover of the book: “Michael Cristian was born in Taft, Texas.  
As well as being a writer, he is also an aspiring actor.  His first role was in the 
sixth grade as Jacob Marley in the Charles Dickens classic A Christmas Carol.  
He enjoys movies and history along with gothic themes such as castles, 
cemeteries and dark forests.  Cristian is a proud member of The Order of 

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez.”  Way to go, Michael.  Congratulations! 



 

 

The  Sign 
By 

Robert H. Thonhoff 
 
 
 

  One of the most recognized symbols in the world, the $ sign, has been around over two 
hundred years, yet few Americans know how it originated and evolved.    

 The dollar symbol originated during the American Revolution when the Continental Congress, in 
the midst of all its other problems, was struggling to adopt a currency.  In 1775 the Continental 
Congress, on a proposal by Thomas Jefferson, rejected the British Sterling and adopted the “Spanish 
Milled Dollar” as its basic monetary unit. 

  

 

A Forty Spanish Milled Dollar Certificate 

   

Oliver Pollock, the New Orleans merchant who acted as an intermediary between the American 
government and General Bernardo de Gálvez, is credited with originating the symbol.  Through his 
efforts, great amounts of money, arms, ammunition, and military supplies were acquired from Spain 
and funneled into the American colonies.    



 The “S” alludes to Spain and the two vertical marks “||” allude to the Pillars of Hercules.  
Shown below is a “Spanish milled dollar,” or peso, that was minted in Mexico City in 1781, the year 
that the Spanish and French forces commanded by General Bernardo de Gálvez fought and won the 
Battle of Pensacola.  On the obverse, or front side, is an image of King Carlos III.  On the reverse is the 
image of the royal coat of arms flanked by the Pillars of Hercules, which adorned most Spanish coins 
of the period.          

   

 

Spanish Milled Dollar      
Obverse, 1781           

Spanish Milled Dollar   
Reverse, 1781  

      

The origin and significance of the dollar ($) sign is yet another part of our wonderful Spanish 
heritage in America that has somehow been lost, forgotten, or obscured. 
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For a brief and concise account of the vital role of Spain, including Texas, during the American War of 
Independence, see Robert H. Thonhoff’s QUADRILOGY OF ESSAYS at www.granaderos.org .  These essays, 
written both in English and in Spanish, have a good, basic listing of references for supporting and 
additional information for those interested in learning more about the subject.  

 

 
 
 

Article printed in SOMOS PRIMOS 
March 2010 
 


