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We’re Baaaaack! 
The Granaderos y Damas 

de Gálvez are back in action 
and presented an outstanding 
performance at our 37th Annual 
Fourth of July Patriotic 
Ceremony.  After clearing 
several hurdles along the way, 
we held an event open to the 
public.  We only had about half 
the normal size crowd, but we 
performed well and got a great 
amount of media coverage. 

Initially, it was going to be a closed ceremony, however, we got a last-minute notification 
that we could have it open to the public.  The confusion about that as well as the intermittent 
rain in the morning led to a lower turnout. 

Media coverage of our event is hit or miss every year and this year, it was a big hit as we 
got television coverage on two stations as well as the front cover of the newspaper the next 
morning. 
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              Next Meeting     
       Wednesday, August 4 
                    La Fonda Restaurant 

8633 Crownhill Blvd 
Dinner: 6:30    Meeting 7:30 

 

                  Speakers:  
                  Robert Garcia 
                                   and 
              Clinton McKenzie 
 

                Presentation:  
                      17th & 18th Century  
               San Antonio de Béxar 
                    

                   
          
 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, August 4th.  We 
will have two speakers that night.  Local historian and 
genealogist, Robert Garcia as well as Research Scientist 
Associate from the UTSA Center for Archaeological 
Research Center, Clinton McKenzie.  The presentation will 
be conducted in an informal “fireside chat” format where 
audience participation is welcomed. 
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August 1 
Roger Valdez 

 

August 10 
Julie Soto 

 

August 14 
Emma Vela 

 

August 16 
Joaquin Faz 

 

August 21 
J.J. Zavala 

 

August 24 
Joe Viviano 

 

August 28 
Deborah Guerra 

 



Book Launch and Luncheon 
 

The luncheon to launch the English version of Paco Reyero’s book, “And Bernardo de 
Gálvez Entered Washington” was a wonderful success.  The event, co-sponsored by our 
chapter and Casa de España, was well-attended and  very enjoyable.  Hosts Alfonso DuLuc and 
his wife Viqui made it fun for everyone with their energy and a lottery for door prizes.  The 
chapter has a few books for sale at $25 for members and $30 for non-members.  If you are 
interested in purchasing a book, please notify an officer of our chapter. 
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Flags-A-Flyin’ 
 

On July 23rd, Honorary Governors General 
Robert and Victoria Thonhoff displayed the U.S. 
flag and the Spanish Burgundy Cross flag on their 
garage doors. 

This was to celebrate the 275th anniversary of 
the birth of Bernardo de Gálvez.  ¡Viva Gálvez! 



 

Elizabeth “Betty” Salinas 
 

December 29, 1945 – July 13, 2021 
 
 
I am saddened to report the passing of Dama Betty Salinas.  She 

and her late husband Jim were very active in our chapter up until 
health issues kept them from attending meetings and participating 
in events.  She and Jim both went with the group to Spain.  Betty 

had a wonderful sense of humor and always found a way to make people laugh.  We will miss 
her smile and positive attitude.  Below is her obituary.  I regret that I was informed of her 
passing after her burial. 
Obituary: 

Elizabeth “Betty” Morris Salinas, age 75, passed away on Tuesday, July 13, 2021 in San 
Antonio, Texas. Betty was a long time Registered Nurse at Santa Rosa Hospital where she 
served and cared for the residents of the community. She was a graduate of Providence High 
School and San Antonio College. Betty loved her husband, her family, friends, and her cats also 
known as her fur babies. She was kind, witty and had a great sense of humor. Betty was 
preceded in death by, her beloved husband of 48 years, James L. Salinas; parents, Hortense 
and Marcello Morris; brother, Robert G. Morris (Yolanda V. Morris); and sister-in-law, Sandra 
Ramirez. She is survived by her brother, Richard Morris and his wife, Lilly, who both took 
loving care of her during her final days; nieces and nephew, Melanie Morris (Linda Barnes), 
Catherine M Baltz, Robert A. Morris (Dawnell), Suzie M. Kondylopoulos (Constantine), Patricia 
M. Santa Cruz (Carlos), and Barbara M. Middlebrook (Joe); great-nieces & nephews, Madeline, 
Patrick, Gabriela, Stavros, Maris, Robert, Jaron, Ryan, and Natalie; and her beloved cat, Amber. 

Betty was laid to rest on July 23, 2021 at San Fernando Cemetery II. 
 
 
 
 

If you’ve ordered books from Amazon.com, you 
may have gotten a subsequent email from the 
company suggesting another book they have for 
sale.  The suggestion is based on a set of metrics 
that analyzes your previous book purchases. 

At right is a message I received from Amazon 
saying, “We found something we think you might 
like.”  That “something” is the book by Robert 
Thonhoff, “The Texas Connection with the 
American Revolution.”  I think that’s an excellent 
recommendation. 



Hyatt Hill Country Resort 4th of July Parade 
 
Thanks go out to Crystal Benavides, Jesse Benavides, 

Joseph Viviano, Joe Perez and Tim Thatcher for 
representing us at the Hyatt Hill Country Resort parade 
the evening of the 4th.  It’s not easy to go back out in 
uniform after you’ve gone home and relaxed after our 
morning ceremony, however, those mentioned above 
did that and marched in the parade.  We do it because 
the resort donates a large sum of money to our chapter 
for participating. 

 
 

More photos from the 4th of July Patriotic Ceremony at Ft. Sam Houston Nat’l. Cemetery. 

 
Next month’s newsletter will have the registration form for the upcoming 

National Meeting to be held November 12 – 14 in Galveston, TX. 


