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Salute to Veterans at the Alamo
On Veterans Day, Tuesday, November 11, we presented our
14th Annual Salute To Veterans At The Alamo, which is the last
official act at the Alamo on Veterans Day. With the help of the
Memorial High School JROTC Cadets, we gave a presentation that
included a short speech honoring all veterans, a fife & drum
musical presentation, three musket volleys and the retiring of the
U.S. and Texas flags. We marched out from the Long Barracks
and stood before the Alamo shrine and presented a patriotic salute
to all veterans of the past, present and future.
Governor Joe Perez led the soldiers out consisting of Ricky Reyes (Granadero, Navarra
Regiment), Jesse Guerra (Tejano Patriot) and Bill Bowlin (Continental Marine). Drum
Major Ricardo Rodriguez led the musicians consisting of Kate Bolcar
(fifer), Gerard Cortese (drummer) and Urban Urbano (drummer). The
colors were lowered by JROTC Cadets Ricky Lira, Gabriela Manzano,
Deana Arguijo and Gabriel Bautista. Thanks also goes out to Lt.Col.
(ret) Roberto Luna who leads this fine group of cadets.
We gave a professional salute to our veterans. Of course,
afterwards, we had some fun while we were together.

Heritage Tours - Spanish Governor’s Palace
On Tuesday, November 4, Granaderos Joe Perez and Jesse Guerra gave presentations at the
Spanish Governor’s Palace to a large group of school children as part of the Heritage Tours. The
Heritage Tours involves local schools taking busloads of young
students to local historical locations
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Welcome New Member

Next Meeting
Saturday, Dec. 6
11:30 – 1:30

Paloma Blanca
5800 Broadway
Our December Meeting
Is also our
Christmas Party
Bring an un-giftwrapped toy to donate
to the San Antonio Children’s Shelter
on behalf of our group.

Dale John Joseph Leppard
Our newest member joins us all the way
from Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania. Dale John
Joseph Leppard discovered our organization on
the internet and found that he would like to
join our group as he has a genuine interest in
what we represent; history, the military and
Spanish Colonial contributions to our country.
Mr. Leppard served in the U.S. Marine
Corps, is a President Emeritus of the
Washingtonburg Chapter Sons of the American
Revolution, is a member of the Association of
Owners of Certifications of Genealogy,
Nobility and Coat of Arms issued by the Corps
of the Chronicler King of Arms of Spain. He
possesses four Titles of Nobility, six
Knighthoods, several awards and military
commendations and membership in several
historical, military, genealogical and heraldic
organizations.
Our chapter is very fortunate to have
members from various parts of the United
States. Mr. Leppard’s background and history
of accomplishments are sure to benefit our
organization and hopefully it will be mutual.

Welcome aboard Mr. Leppard!

Happy Birthday To Our December Babies
Judge Robert Thonhoff 12/12
Lynda Normand 12/16

Frank Galindo 12/19

Elizabeth Salinas 12/29

Jesse Benavides 12/29
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Granaderos de Gálvez All Over Town
South Alamo Street Bridge

Krueger Middle School

Jesse
Guerra
represented
a
Granadero of the Navarra Regiment
while Joe Perez and Urban Urbano
represented Spanish drummers circa
1770 as they marched in a short
parade celebrating the opening of
the South Alamo Street Bridge in
the King William area.
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Julia Newton Aue Elementary School

Drummer Urban Urbano, Tejano Patriot Jesse
Guerra and Granadero Joe Perez give a living
history presentation to one grade level of
students at Krueger Middle School on Veterans
Day. They gave two other presentations to two
other grade levels also. Representing veterans of
the past, they taught the students about General
Galvez, the role of the Tejano citizen soldier and
the role the drummer played in giving musical
commands to the troops.

Judge Edward Butler (Past
President National Society SAR),
fifer Crystal Benavides and
drummer Jesse Benavides led a
parade and gave a living history
presentation on Veterans Day to
students at the Julia Newton Aue Elementary School. Jesse has been leading the Veterans Day Parade at this
school for several years and the school has designated him the Grand Marshall. Members of our group
covered a lot of ground this year on Veterans Day with a presentation at this school, presentations at Krueger
Middle School and a presentation at the Alamo, all in the same day!

Patriot Prayer Breakfast
and Reenactment
On Saturday, November
29, Joe Perez, Ricky
Reyes and Urban Urbano
served as the Color Guard
at the Patriot Prayer
Breakfast and Reenactment.
The event was
sponsored by several groups including TCARA,
SAR, DAR and Daughters of 1812.. A reenactment
of George Washington praying during the American
Revolution was presented and several groups
offered prayers of thanks for
our country.
Granadero
Frank Galindo represented
our group by offering a
prayer on behalf of the
Granaderos y Damas de
Gálvez.
At left: Jack Cowan and Frank
Galindo.

Maverick Library
On Saturday, November
29, after serving as Color
Guard at the Patriot
Prayer Breakfast, we
gave a living history
presentation
at
the
Maverick Library on the
northwest side of San
Antonio. We had a pretty good crowd as James
Salinas, Ricky Reyes and Joe Perez presented
information on Gálvez, the uniforms and weapons.
Also, drummer Urban Urbano gave an excellent
presentation on the important role that drummers
played as active
duty soldiers in the
military and the
musical commands
they provided to the
soldiers both in
camp and in battle.

Teresa Valcarse - Leading the Charge
She led the charge in getting a portrait of Bernardo de Gálvez
approved to be hung in the Halls of Congress and now she is
concentrating her efforts toward getting the U.S.Senate to
approve a resolution to have Gálvez designated an honorary
citizen of the United States.
You have seen this as an email from our Governor General and many of you responded with
letters to your Senators. Now is a good time to do it again, with the vote coming up. To refresh you
on the steps in doing your part, Teresa’s message is reprinted below. Let’s all do it!
1. Google your Senators, (they only respond to correspondence from their own constituents).
2. Click on the link to e-mail the Senators – register as one of his/her constituents and choose the topic Judiciary,
Foreign Affairs or Other.
3. Cut and paste the following message – simple, quick, easy:
Please support S.J. Res 38 by Unanimous Consent to grant Spanish General Bernardo de Gálvez Honorary
Citizenship for his aid during the American Revolution. This is a cost-free, non-controversial bill that will
honor our war heroes. Thank you for your support.
4. Send the e-mail IMMEDIATELY. We only have two weeks left to get this out of the Judiciary Committee and onto
the floor of the Senate. The more e-mails ALL the Senators get, the more likely our success is.
Thanks for your help!

Dr. Lino Garcia, Jr., Professor Emeritus, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
(UTRGV) has written extensively about Spanish contributions throughout the history of our
country. One of his dreams came true on Tuesday, November 18, 2014 when a statue of
Jose de Escandón, colonizer of South Texas, was unveiled on the campus of UTRGV. At
left is Dr. Garcia in front of the statue with artist Robert Garcia, Jr., who made the statue
and gifted it to the university.

An article titled “Spain’s Role in the American Revolution From the Atlantic to the Pacific” by Dr.
Mildred Murry and Chuck Lampman appeared online at the website: AmericanRevolution.org. The
article can be read at www.americanrevolution.org/hispanic.php

The November 30 issue of The Daily
News of Galveston County carried an
article by Bill Adriance, a member of the
Bernardo de Gálvez Chapter of the SAR in
Galveston, Texas. It read, “Our lawmakers
in Washington have heard you. The portrait
of Bernardo de Gálvez has taken its place
in Congress. Specifically, the portrait is in the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee, but is unavailable to
anyone without a Senate staffer tour escort. There was no ceremony as the Spanish Ambassador
and Sen. Bob Menendez (the sponsor) could not get their calendars to combine. There may be a
formal dedication at a later date.”

Love And War
The Romance of Bernardo and Marie Felicite
By Joe Perez
Following in the footsteps of his father and uncles, Bernardo de Gálvez rose to great prominence in
the service of his king. He was a man born to lead others and driven to achieve tremendous success.
With each succeeding position of authority, he strove to advance even further toward greatness. As a
military man, this meant he would be called upon to lead others in times of war.
Bernardo started his military career at the tender age of sixteen when Spain was at war with
Portugal. At nineteen, he came to the New World and fought against the Apache tribe in the northern
part of New Spain, what is now Texas. At age twenty five, he survived an attack that left him with an
arrow wound in his arm and a chest wound from an Apache lance. In 1772, having fought
bravely in the New World, he returned to Spain. Already a hardened veteran at age twenty
six, Bernardo sought to better himself as a military leader by enrolling in the Regiment of
Cantabria, an admired military organization in France. While there for three years, he
learned to speak French, which would be a factor later in his life. At twenty nine, he was
wounded in battle, assigned to the Military School of Avila and promoted to Lieutenant
Colonel. At thirty, he was sent again to the New World as Colonel of the Louisiana
Regiment in a Spanish province formerly settled by the French and populated with many
French speaking citizens. A few months after his arrival, he was instructed to serve as Acting Governor
of the province, duties that he assumed on January 1, 1777.
Bernardo was a young, powerful and debonair figure who immediately won over his Spanishspeaking citizens and with his linguistic talents, charmed the French-speaking citizenry
as well. One such citizen who caught his eye was a beautiful woman from a prominent
French family but born in America, the lovely Marie Felicite de St. Maxent d’Estrehan.
Marie Felicite was born into French aristocracy to one of the wealthiest families in
Louisiana. Her father was Gilbert Antoine de St. Maxent and her mother was Elizabeth la
Roche. At age fifteen, she married Jean Baptiste Honoré d’Estrehan and had a daughter
named Adelaide. The untimely death of her husband left her a widowed mother at age seventeen.
Marie Felicite has been described as a sophisticated woman possessing intelligence, charm and quite
the conversationalist. Bernardo de Gálvez was smitten.
The year 1777 was indeed a banner year for Bernardo. He had become Governor of Louisiana, won
over both the Spanish and French citizens and was the most beloved Governor this colony had ever
seen. He also met and fell deeply in love with the woman considered at the time the most beautiful
woman in all of Louisiana.
As a new Governor, Bernardo’s tasks were tremendous in running a province, while at the same
time, carrying on the mission of providing covert assistance to the American colonists in their bid for
independence from England. He was already aware that Spain was considering joining France in allying
with the American Colonists which he knew meant leading an army into battle. As a man well versed,
well qualified and well respected in military tactics, he welcomed the opportunity to further prove
himself in war. In addition to running the province, he spent a considerable amount of time designing
preliminary plans to attack the British in the Floridas. But he could not take his mind off Marie Felicite.

As prominent figures in New Orleans, Bernardo and Marie Felicite had several opportunities to
become acquainted with each other at social events. There were elegant galas, stately balls, splendid
dinners and grand military functions that they attended, all of which they looked forward to as a
chance to see each other again. She was enamored with him and he fell completely in love with her.
Her beauty, wit, elegance and charm came to possess his heart, a heart hardened in war but now
helpless in love.
After a few months of courting, Bernardo proposed to Marie Felicite and asked if she would join
him on his life’s journey as his wife. She accepted and they were engaged. He made a promise that he
would marry and take care of her and her daughter for the rest of his life. As a man of honor, Bernardo
did not make empty promises. However, sometimes fate intervenes in a young man’s dreams.
While planning the wedding, Bernardo became extremely ill. The severity of his illness gave him
and others doubts as to whether he would live long enough to exchange matrimonial vows. Very sick
and bedridden, Bernardo wondered if he would be able to fulfill his promise to his fiancée.
As a prominent military man whose every action represented the royal crown, Bernardo was
required to get permission from the king to get married. While the requisite permission was requested,
it would be some time before official word was received from the royal palace. In the interim, Bernardo
was near death with survival in doubt and he knew he had a promise to fulfill. Even in his grave
condition, honoring his word to his betrothed was always on his mind. He was a man in love and he
would defy official protocol. He would follow his heart and not the mandates of the crown. Bernardo
acted as a valiant hero in an ageless love story. He would fulfill his promise to the one he loved and
cheat the grim reaper before what seemed to be his imminent death. Unbeknownst to the king and to
anyone but a few close friends, family and clergy, who were presumed sworn to secrecy, Bernardo
married Marie Felicite in private.
With his promise fulfilled, Bernardo was at peace and ready to accept his fate. But his fate was not
death, not at that time, for his health took a different turn and he started to recover. Bernardo
gradually continued to improve and, eventually, he was able to resume his duties as Governor. Notice
from the king finally arrived and it was good news, permission to marry was officially granted. The
public wedding was performed in Havana, Cuba in a grand display of pomp and pageantry.
Bernardo and Marie Felicite’s first child together, Matilde, was born in 1778 in New Orleans. When
Spain declared war on England, Bernardo had to leave his wife and children, the loves of his life, for war
as he embarked on his Gulf Coast Campaign.
In 1782, Bernardo and Felicite had a son, Miguel. In 1785,
Bernardo succeeded his father as Viceroy of New Spain and
moved with his family to Mexico City, where he and his wife
became extremely popular among the citizenry. Bernardo used
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some of his personal fortune to begin the reconstruction of the
Matilde and Guadalupe.
Castle of Chapultepec and the completion of the Cathedral of
Mexico. He and Marie Felicite were living idyllic lives; in love, deeply admired with a beautiful family
and another child on the way. It was in this paradise that Bernardo became gravely ill and after a four
month infirmity, he succumbed to his illness and died. Marie Felicite, her children and all the people
of Mexico had lost a man they so deeply loved. Bernardo was only forty years old.
In 1786, just twelve days after Bernardo’s death, Marie Felicite gave birth to their daughter,
Guadalupe. At the baby’s baptism, in a gesture of respect, the city government served as the child’s
godparents. The adoration between Bernardo and Marie Felicite outlasted all they had been through;
life and death and love and war.
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