
 L A  G R A N A D A  
   

◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘   www.granaderos.org   ◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘ 

 

 
On Saturday, November 12th, we marched in the U.S. Military Veterans Parade in downtown San 

Antonio.  Roger Valdez served as Commander of the Color Guard with Michael Rojas and Tim 
Thatcher carrying flags while Roland Salazar and Ricky Reyes served as guards.  Drum Major 
Ricardo Rodriguez led the Fife & Drum Corps with Fifers Crystal Benavides, Miaoyin Rojas, Julie 
Soto and Louisette Zurita and Drummers Jesse Benavides and Urban Urbano.  Ryley Hall and Elana 
Jones from St. Anthony High School served as our Banner Carriers.  Representing all of us, those 
who marched let everyone on the parade route know that the Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez know 
how to pay tribute to our veterans. 

◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙ 
On Friday, November 11th, Judge Ed Butler gave a 

presentation at Aue Elementary School, displaying the Burgundian 
Cross flag while Fifer Crystal Benavides and Drummer Jesse 
Benavides provided colonial musice during the parade. 
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Saturday, December 3   11:00 – 1:30 
Christmas Party - La Fonda Restaurant in Alamo Heights at 
8633 Crownhill Blvd near Loop 410 & Broadway 
 
►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄►◄ 

Lytle History Fair 
On Saturday, November 5th, Governor Joe Perez staffed a 

living history booth at the Lytle History Fair as a fundraiser for 
the city library in Lytle, TX.  Joe spoke with several visitors to the 
fair about General Gálvez and Spain’s contributions to the 
American Revolution. 

Everyone who visited the booth showed a genuine interest 
in this part of our history and said they had not heard of it 
before.  Joe handed out several brochures about our group. 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
December Babies 

 

Dec. 8 
Bill Bowlin 

 

Dec. 12 
Robert Thonhoff 

 

Dec. 16 
Lynda Normand 

 

Dec. 19 
Frank Galindo 

 
Dec. 20 

Robert O’Bryan 
 

Dec. 29 
Elizabeth Salinas 
Jesse Benavides 

Next Meeting: Saturday, December 3rd 
La Fonda Alamo Heights 

8633 Crownhill Blvd (Near 410 & Broadway) 
11:00 am – 1:30 pm 

This is our Christmas Party 
Bring an unwrapped toy to donate to the Children’s Shelter 

Chapter Officers: 
Governor 
Joe Perez 

 

Deputy Governor: 
Ricardo Rodriguez 

 

Treasurer 
Elizabeth Perez 

 

Secretary 
Briana Perez 



National Meeting 
The 2016 National Meeting of the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez was held Friday 

November 11 through Sunday November 13 in Galveston, Texas.  The Houston Chapter did a fantastic 
job of hosting the meeting that weekend.  Appropriately so, the host hotel was the Hotel Gálvez. 

On Friday afternoon, we conducted a wreath laying ceremony at the World War I Memorial in 
Menard Park, which is the future site of the Gálvez statue.  Members of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, Daughters of the American 
Revolution and Children of the American 
Revolution participated.  After the ceremony, 
we met at Bubba Gump’s on the Pleasure Pier 
for a delicious dinner. 

On Saturday morning, we conducted our 
Annual Meeting at the Hotel Gálvez where 
several business activities took place, including 
Chapter Reports and elections for national 
positions.  Richard Espinosa was elected 
Governor General and John Espinosa was elected Deputy Governor General.   That afternoon, we had 
a very enjoyable tour of the Bryan Museum followed by dinner at Olympia Grill. 

On Sunday, several members attended Mass then had brunch back at the Hotel Gálvez before 
departing. 

The photo to the left shows some attendees in 
front of a portrait of Bernardo de Gálvez at the Hotel 
Gálvez holding copies of the Galveston Daily News.  The 
front page of the newspaper shows a photo and article 
about our wreath-laying ceremony at the World War I 
Memorial. 

Thanks go out to the Houston Chapter for doing a 
great job of hosting the National Meeting. 
 

 

 
At the 2016 National Meeting, it was agreed that the San 

Antonio Chapter will host the National Meeting for 2017.  A 
committee will be formed in our chapter to coordinate an exciting 
and memorable 2017 National Meeting in San Antonio.  Let’s get 
ready to show the other chapters some real San Antonio 
hospitality. 

Let’s Get Ready 



Recent Items on the Internet About Gálvez 
 

Our friend in Spain, Evaristo C. Martinez-Radio Gallardo, keeps us informed on 
items pertaining to Spain’s influence on the United States.  He sent us the 
following website http://espausa.com/ which is the Encyclopedia of Hispanic 
presence in the United States.  The site shows a map of the U.S.  and you can click 
on a state for a historical list of people with Hispanic surnames who settled Tejas.  
For example, you can click on Texas, then click on “Cabello y Robles, Domingo” from the list and it 
takes you to his biography where he succeeded Ripperdá as Governor of Texas in 1778.  Thank you, 
Evaristo, for sending us this link. (In Spanish) 
 

    Here is an article from Pensacola about its sister city in Spain 
(Macharaviaya) giving a gift of a Gálvez portrait to the city of Pensacola.  The article also contains a 
news video.  http://weartv.com/news/local/spanish-sister-city-gives-pensacola-special-portrait 

 

A book was recently published titled “From Across the Spanish Empire: Spanish Soldiers 
Who Helped Win the American Revolutionary War, 1776-1783 Arizona, California, 
Louisiana, New Mexico and Texas Military Rosters” by author Leroy Martinez that contains 
presidio rosters.  Some of the Texas rosters we have seen from the works of Granaderos 
Jesse Villarreal, Sr. and Robert Thonhoff.  There is more information than just lists, though. 

 
Carrie Perez     November 28, 1940 – November 10, 2016 

 

We mourn the loss of Carrie Perez, the wife of Granadero Rueben Perez.  Carrie 
was born in Mississippi to Top and Lula Starnes and was preceded in death by both 
parents and six brothers and sisters. Following graduation from the University of 
Mississippi, Carrie moved to San Antonio, Texas where she met her husband, 
Rueben Perez and they were married in 1966.  A beautiful Celebration of Life was 
conducted at Sunset Funeral Home.  Please keep Rueben Perez in your prayers. 

 

Judge Edward F. Butler, Sr., was inducted into the 
Texas Genealogical College Hall of Fame in a ceremony 
on October 21 at the El Tropicano River Walk Hotel. 

Over the years, Judge Butler has been active in 32 
lineage and heritage organizations and served as the 
President General of the Sons of the American 
Revolution in 2009 – 2010. 

Judge Butler is an award-winning author, having 
written books about the American Revolution as well as 
Bernardo de Gálvez and Spain’s assistance in our War of 
Independence.  He is also a Granadero de Gálvez.  
Congratulations, Judge Butler on your induction! 

Granadero Edward Butler Honored in Hall of Fame 
 



A Christmas Present for Washington 
By Joe Perez 

 
 

In the latter part of 1776, General George Washington was facing a dismal winter.  His army had 
experienced recent defeats and morale was very low among his troops.  In October, Benedict Arnold, 
an otherwise successful General in the Continental Army, was defeated at the Battle of Valcour Island.  
That same month, Washington’s Army was defeated at the Battle of White Plains, New York, and he 
was forced by the British to retreat all the way into Pennsylvania.  In November, the British captured 
Fort Washington, which left the Americans with no forts on Manhattan Island.  Just four days later, 
across the Hudson River from Manhattan, the British captured Fort Lee in New Jersey.  Washington’s 

army was suffering because of 
desertions and many of the enlisted 
troop’s terms were expiring.  The 
Americans were losing the war and it 
appeared as though General 
Washington was to end the year in 
dismal fashion. 

Although the British had chased 
Washington out of New York and 
New Jersey, they did not pursue him 
into Pennsylvania.  Instead, they 
decided to establish a few outposts 
in the area to include one at Trenton, 
New Jersey.  Once established, the 
British army settled in for the winter, 

using the outposts as their quarters.  The British planned to use the winter months to re-supply its 
army and make plans on how best to attack Washington’s army in a few months when spring would 
bring better weather. 

Washington had lost much-needed supplies when he retreated his army from New Jersey and he 
had lost contact with two of his leading generals.  While the British had Hessian troops (German 
mercenaries) established at Trenton, George Washington set up camp across the Delaware River from 
the Hessians.  He had about 5,000 soldiers encamped, however, nearly two thousand of them were 
unable to fight and needed medical care.  Under-fed and under-clothed, Washington’s army was in 
the midst of trying times and in dire need of inspiration. 

Then, on December 19, patriot Thomas Paine published a pamphlet titled, “The American Crisis”.  
So inspiring was the pamphlet that Washington ordered it immediately read to all of his troops.  The 
first two sentences of the famous pamphlet are “These are the times that try men’s souls; the summer 
soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country; but he that 
stands it now deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.  Tyranny, like hell, is not easily 
conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the 
triumph.”  The pamphlet served the troops well in that it inspired them to give more tolerance to 
their extremely trying conditions.  With improved morale among his men, it appeared that the 
fortune of the Continental Army was about to take a favorable turn. 



The fortune of Washington’s army improved indeed.  One day after the reading of Paine’s 
inspirational pamphlet, additional American troops flowed into camp.  Two thousand six hundred 
Continental troops arrived followed by one thousand militia men.  In just two days, the spirits of 
Washington’s army improved dramatically.  Later in the month, additional supplies arrived, including 
much-needed blankets.  With improved morale and an increase in the number of troops, Washington 
began planning an attack. 

On Christmas morning, with plans in place, Washington’s troops marched quietly to the west 
bank of the Delaware River, across from Trenton, New Jersey.  Needing every single soldier, even the 
officers and musicians were ordered to carry muskets.  Then, one of the most famous events in 
American history took place; 
Washington crossing the Delaware.  
Troops were to cross at three 
locations and, while not all three 
were successful, Washington’s was.  
The crossing started after sunset on 
Christmas night and wasn’t 
completed until 3:00 a.m. the 
morning of December 26th. 

At 4:00 a.m., the Americans 
marched toward Trenton.  They met 
initial resistance from an outpost but 
drove the Hessians back to Trenton.  
Having separated into groups, the 
Americans attacked Trenton from different sides, cutting off the enemy’s escape routes.  Once 
Washington’s army reached Trenton, the heavy fighting began.  The Hessians put up a fierce 
resistance but they were not prepared for the surprise attack by Washington.  Legend has it that the 
Hessians were drunk from celebrating Christmas, however, there is no evidence to support that.  
Reports of the Hessians being dazed can be better supported by the fact that it was a surprise attack 
early in the morning when the Hessians were roused from their sleep. 

There were only two Americans who died and four wounded in the battle, while 22 Hessians were 
killed, 83 wounded and 813 taken as prisoners.  This was not a big battle as far as the number of men 
involved, however, the impact it had on the American Colonists was huge.  Prior to the battle, 
Washington’s army was in disarray with desertions and expired enlistments, morale was very low, 
they suffered repetitive defeats and many were questioning if the revolution was a lost cause.  With 
this victory and the publication of “The American Crisis”, the spirit of the American Colonists was 
invigorated.  This victory was like a Christmas present for General Washington.  His fortune and the 
fortune of America were about to change for the better. 

Fortune would have it that just six days later, America would get another gift.  On New Year’s Day, 
the King of Spain appointed Bernardo de Gálvez as interim Governor of Louisiana, headquartered in 
New Orleans at the mouth of the Mississippi River.   This appointment and its location, within a week 
of Washington’s victory, were little noticed on the part of the American Colonists, however, it would 
turn out to be pivotal for the outcome of the American Revolution. 
 



Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
 

Minutes for the meeting held November 2, 2016 at the 
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 

Submitted by Briana Perez 
 
Attendance: 

Eileen Barrientos, Anthony Delgado, Pauline Faz, Joaquin Faz, Deborah Guerra, Jesse Guerra, Yolanda 
Kirkpatrick, Olga Lizcano, Manuel Lizcano, Alicia O’Neal, Mark O’Neal, Jimmy Peet, Briana Perez, 
Elizabeth Perez, Joe Perez, Miaoyin Rojas, Michael Rojas, Richard Whynot, Alex Zamora, J.J. Zavala 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:15 p.m. 
 Elizabeth Perez provided the Invocation. 
 Jesse Guerra led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Governor Joe Perez welcomed guests Anthony Delgado, Alicia O’Neal and Mark O’Neal. 
 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez presented the Treasurer’s Report for September.  

She reported a Beginning Balance of $1,955.92, Expenses of $50.70, Income of $550.20, and an 
Ending Balance of $2,455.42.  A motion to accept the report was made by Richard Whynot and 
seconded by Jimmy Peet.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Joe Perez announced the birthdays for this month.  He spoke about 
Granadero Jesse Guerra giving presentations in uniform to students 
at Memorial High School recently.  His wife, Dama Deborah Guerra, 
operated the slide show for Jesse’s presentations.   Joe also 
mentioned that he submitted our application to be an official 
partner of the city’s Tricentennial Celebration.  Joe also postponed 
discussion on a Gálvez medal until the next Regular Meeting in 
January to give him time to get more information on that endeavor.  
Joe also passed around forms for our Christmas Party. 

 Richard Whynot announced that he has been invited by Granadero 
Clifford Norman to speak to the SAR Chapter in Baton Rouge. 

 Joe announced upcoming events: the U.S. Military Veterans Parade, 
the National Meeting and our Christmas Party.   

 Joe introduced Anthony Delgado as our Guest Speaker.  Anthony dedicated his presentation to 
Granadero Larry Kirkpatrick, who stoked his interest in learning about his genealogy as well as 
the topic of his presentation, “A Biographical Sketch of the Battle of Medina Participants – The 
Royalists and Republicans”.  Anthony gave an excellent presentation and answered several 
questions from our members afterwards.  Joe then presented Anthony with a gift from all of us for 
speaking to our group. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 

 
 


