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Our organization has a history of members who 
have written books about Bernardo de Gálvez and 
Spain’s contributions to the American Revolution. 

From the San Antonio Chapter, we have Robert 
H. Thonhoff (The Texas Connection with the 
American Revolution, 1981), G. Roland Vela 
(Bernardo de Gálvez Spanish Hero of the American 
Revolution, 2006), Jesse O. Villarreal, Sr (Tejano 
Patriots of the American Revolution 1776-1783, 
2011).  From the former El Paso Chapter, we have 
Lorenzo G. LaFarelle (Bernardo de Gálvez Hero of the 
American Revolution, 1992) and from the Pensacola 
Chapter, we have Wesley Odom (The Longest Siege 

of the American Revolution: Pensacola, 2009).   The tradition continues with two new books recently published. 
The first one is Rosters of Tejano Patriots of the American Revolution 1776-1783 by Jesse O. Villarreal, Sr., 

which is an addendum to his earlier award-winning book and contains 51 documented rosters of the soldiers 
stationed at Presidio La Bahía de Espíritu Santo and San Antonio de Béxar at the time of the American 
Revolution.  Soldiers listed on the rosters are being accepted as Patriots into the SAR. 

The second book is Forgotten Chapters of the American Revolution: Spain, Galvez and Islenos by Rueben M. 
Perez, which is a comprehensive look at Spanish colonization of Texas and Louisiana and Spain’s involvement in 
the American Revolution.  Generally speaking, it is about a country, a man and a group of people whose 
significant contributions to the United States have been largely overlooked.  Their histories are revealed among 
the backdrop of one of the largest global wars ever. 

You will want to read both of these fine books.  Copies of Rosters of 
Tejano Patriots of the American Revolution 1776-1783 can be ordered by 
sending an email to author Jesse O. Villarreal, Sr. at jesseo2800@yahoo.com.  
The cost is only $25 + $3 shipping ($28 total). 

Copies of Forgotten Chapters of the American Revolution: Spain, Gálvez 
and Isleños can be ordered by sending an email to author Rueben M. Perez 
at crperez106@gmail.com. The cost is only $20 + $3 shipping ($23 total). 
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Two New Books by Granaderos de Gálvez Members 
 

And More To Come! 
 
Another book about Gálvez and Spain’s assistance in the American 
Revolution will be published this year.  Granadero Judge Edward F. 
Butler’s book “Spain - Our Forgotten Ally in the American 
Revolutionary War: A Concise Summary of Spain’s Assistance” will be 
out soon.  He will also speak at an upcoming Granadero meeting. 
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      Next Meeting 
 

      Wednesday, Feb 4 
   Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine 
          5440 Babcock Rd 
  Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:15 
                 

              Guest Speakers: 
         Allen & Regina Kosub 
       

     The Old Gonzales Road 
And The Role It Played In The 
     Siege Of Béxar And The 
             Fall Of The Alamo      
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday To Our Only February Baby 
 

Ricardo Rodriguez  2/28 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Tuesday, February 10           11:00 
Presentation to the Pleasanton 
Woman’s Club 

The Guest Speakers at our next meeting 
will be Allen and Regina Kosub.  Fittingly, they 
met in a history class at St. Mary’s University 
in 1968 and were married in 1970 after 
graduating.  While always interested in 
history, they began working as local historians 
after attending a funeral in St. Hedwig and a 
fateful visit with two gentlemen at the 
cemetery. 

Through their research, they have 
rediscovered long lost places, people and 
historic events in Béxar County. 

They will reveal to us what they have 
discovered about the disappearance of the 
Old Gonzales Road and how it relates to the 
Siege of Béxar and the Alamo as well as their 
connection to the Civil War, Reconstruction 
and Texas Cattle Drives. 

They are firm believers that primary 
sources and official records reveal a history 
that stands the true test of time.  We will feel 
history come alive through their narratives of 
families and communities as they give their 
presentation at our next meeting. 



Welcome New Members 
~   Robert O’Bryan   ~ 

Robert “Bobby” O’Bryan has become one of the newest members of our chapter.  In 1970, he was 
drafted into the U.S. Army one semester prior to college graduation.  While serving  with the 101st Airborne 
Division (“Screaming Eagles”), 2nd Brigade, 2nd Battalion-501st Infantry (“Geronimo”), Company A (“Alpha 
Avengers”) in Vietnam (I Combat Tactical Zone) as a combat infantry squad leader; he was awarded the 
Combat Infantryman Badge (1st Award), Air Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with One Bronze Service Star, 
Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960), and 
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation before being honorably discharged. 

After completing his military service; he graduated from McNeese State University in 1972 with a BA 
degree in Social Studies Education and a minor in Microbiology and from the same university, he earned 
an MS degree in Environmental Science in 1974, after which, he was employed with Union Carbide 
Corporation (now a subsidiary of Dow Chemical) in Texas City, TX.  

During his employment, he graduated from the University of Houston-Clear Lake with a second MS 
degree in Environmental Management and in February 1983, he enlisted with the Texas Army National 
Guard 386th Engineer Battalion (Combat) Company A as a Combat Engineer-Squad Leader/Assistant 
Platoon Sergeant.  In 2001, he retired from Union Carbide with over 26½ years of service, which in March 
1994 he and his team were awarded the Chairman’s Award (highest corporate award).  He has also 
received numerous other corporate, divisional, and plant special recognition awards throughout his career. 

In 2003, he was employed with the Texas Department of Public Safety Highway Patrol Division as a 
Vehicle Inspection Service Technician-Region 2C07 and retired from there in 2010. 

He is a life member of the League City Police Department Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association, 
a Perpetual / Life member (National No. 189269; Life Member No. 2068; Texas Society No. 11715) of the  
Sons of the American Revolution-Bernardo de Gálvez Chapter #1 and has an interesting connection to 
Gálvez.   His seventh generation grandfather, Joseph Landry, fought as a Corporal under the command of  
General Bernardo de Gálvez.  He and his wife, Marieta (Mayet) reside in League City, Texas (between 
Houston & Galveston).  Welcome aboard, Bobby!   
 
 

~   Abel and Reyna Araiza   ~ 
 

Reyna was born in Beeville and moved to Harlingen with her parents in 1937.  After marriage, she lived 
in the Houston area for 34 years and worked with the Houston ISD until 1996 when she retired.  Reyna, for 
most of her adult life, has been involved with the Presbyterian Church and traveled throughout the country 
on its behalf.   She moved to San Antonio when she married Abel after being a widow for 11 years.  Both 
Abel and Reyna are volunteers at the Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery and are ushers with the Fine 
Arts San Antonio agency. 

Abel was born in Harlingen and served thirty years in the Air Force assigned to administration and 
intelligence operations.  The highlight of his military career was his selection to serve within the Executive 
Office of the President at the White House as an office manager and stenographer in the Office of the 
Military Assistant to the President.  He served in the Administrations of Presidents Nixon, Ford and Carter.  
Abel is now a full-time volunteer and proud of his work with the burial services for veterans at the Fort Sam 
Houston National Cemetery.  He and Reyna have known each other for 75 years and have been married 
two years.  Abel lost his wife after 50 years of marriage and Reyna lost her husband after 46 years. 
Together they have 8 children, 19 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.  

Both are interested in American and Texas history and joined the Granaderos to learn more about the 
involvement of General Galvez in our American history and because they enjoy the camaraderie. 

Welcome aboard Abel and Reyna! 
 



The Mark of Gálvez 
Here are a couple of images that appear in an article from the Archivo 
General de Indias (General Archives of the Indies).  They appeared in 
the article Bernardo de Gálvez y la Independencia de los Estados 
Unidos Por Antonio Sánchez de Mora (Bernardo de Gálvez and the 
Independence of the United States by Antonio Sánchez de Mora) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the left is his signature from a document when he took possession of 
the Louisiana Province.  On the right is his wax seal he used to certify 
that the correspondence enclosed in a sealed envelope is from him.  The 
article says the seal is from correspondence dated March 10, 1777. 

◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘ 
 
Below is a letter we received from the San Antonio 
Children’s Shelter for all the toys that members donated 
just before Christmas.  You made a real difference! 

 

On October 30, 2014, reporter 
Manuel Roig-Franzia wrote an 
article in the Washington Post 
about Teresa Valcarce’s efforts in 
getting a portrait of Gálvez hung in 
the Senate.  The paragraph below 
is taken from the article.  The part 
in parentheses is amusing. 
 

In a sense, Valcarce was picking up 
a fallen baton.  In 2010, another 
Spaniard had made a discovery at 
the National Archives that thrilled 
the small world of Galvez 
enthusiasts. (Yes, there is a world 
of Galvez enthusiasts.  We 
checked.)  It was a May 1783 letter 
from Elias Boudinot, the president 
of the Continental Congress, to an 
American revolutionary financier, 
Oliver Pollock.  In the letter, 
Boudinot accepted Pollock’s gift of 
a portrait of Galvez. 
 

A paragraph later in the article 
mentions our group. 
 
By noon the next day, Valcarce had 
managed to acquire testimonials 
from groups she’d never even 
heard of, a collection of 
associations and societies and 
clubs, including a beach museum in 
Florida, an association that called 
itself the “Granaderos” – or 
grenadiers – of Galvez and a 
genealogical society in Bexar, Tex. 

We achieved a lot in 2014 and will do 
even more in 2015, thanks to your 
membership dues, which helps us fulfill 
our mission of educating the public.  
Dues are $30/person.  If you haven’t 
already done so, please send in your 
2015 dues to Elizabeth Perez, 
Treasurer, 2714 Lovelace, San Antonio 
TX 78217.  (Exempt from dues are 
Honorary Members and members of the 
Fife & Drum Corps.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

“Our Views: Big honor for Galvez” 
The Acadiana Advocate (for Baton Rouge, New Orleans & Acadiana) 
Editorial: January 13, 2015 
http://theadvocate.com/news/acadiana/11206814-123/our-views-big-
honor-for 

 
 

“Local leaders helped push Galvez to citizenship” 
Troy Moon, pnj.com   January 14, 2015 
http://www.pnj.com/story/news/local/2015/01/14/local-leaders-helped-push-
galvez-citizenship/21749983/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

News of Gálvez Online 
(Recent articles about Bernardo de Galvez that have appeared on the internet) 

DAR San Antonio de Béxar Chapter 
 
On Thursday, January 8th, Governor Joe Perez gave a living history presentation to the San 
Antonio de Béxar Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  



 
By Robert H. Thonhoff 

 
Many Americans today wonder when our first Hispanic president 

might be elected. Not to worry—we have already had him—and who 
could be better than George Washington! Let me explain. 

George Washington, our nation’s first president to be elected 
under the Constitution, was born on February 22, 1722, some 293 
years ago. In the course of time, Americans have come to 
remember/commemorate/celebrate his birthday every February 22nd. 
One of the largest George Washington birthday parties in our nation is 
celebrated each year in Laredo, Texas. Once considered as an 
anomaly, a George Washington Birthday Celebration in Laredo, Texas, 
of all places, is now, with recent genealogical discoveries, a most 
fitting and appropriate occasion. 

People tend to be short-sighted when it comes to genealogy, and 
most people can only go back a couple of generations to their grandparents or great grandparents. 
But in reality, we all should honestly go back thousands of years of human history to our genealogical 
roots, and we would find that all human beings are related, at least as cousins. [How appropriately 
the online magazine Somos Primos has been so named!] 

To prove the point that George Washington was our first Hispanic President, one needs to follow, 
in part, the maternal line, which, unfortunately, tends to be disregarded and/or forgotten in most 
genealogies. In the case of George Washington, one must follow the line of his maternal great 
grandmother, Mildred Reade, and then course backwards through time. 

According to the research and article by John Inclan in the December 2009 issue of Somos Primos 
and research and writing done by others in the reference section at the bottom of this article, George 
Washington’s ancestry courses back through time to the three Edwards of England: King Edward III 
(1327-1377); King Edward II (1284-1327); and to King Edward I (circa 1244-1290), who was and is 
considered by many people as the greatest of all English kings. 

Then one must look at the wife of King Edward III , who mothered a number of his children, and 
we would find that her name was Queen Eleanor of Castile (circa 1239-1307). 

Next, one would be quite surprised to learn that the father of Eleanor of Castile was none other 
than Fernando III of Spain (1199-1252), considered by many to have been the greatest of all Spanish 
kings. 

Finally, one would probably be astounded to learn that King Ferdinand III , called “El Santo” for 
centuries, was canonized as a saint in 1671 and is remembered as San Fernando, after whom many a 
church in the Western Hemisphere is named, including San Fernando Cathedral in San Antonio, Texas, 
the oldest, continuous cathedral in Texas!  

It is clear that the “Father of Our Country,” George Washington, was abundantly endowed with 
some very good Spanish genes that go back to the great Spanish king and saint, San Fernando —and 
beyond! 

 

Our First Hispanic President 
 



Based on the foregoing information that was written in an article (referenced below) by Claude 
Stanush from the genealogy discovered by Retired USMC Lieutenant Colonel Randolph S. D. 
Lockwood, both of San Antonio, Texas, and both creditable researchers, who would you, dear reader, 
think was “The First Hispanic President of the United States of America ”? Was it not George 
Washington? 

George Washington was truly an “All-American President” with whom many people of various 
nationalities and ethnicities can identify, as is shown by the following listing of other ancestors of 
Washington in descending order from King Edward I: 

 

Edward I, King of England, born 1244 
Henry III , King of England, born 1207. 
Llewellyn the Great, born 1173 
William the Lion, King of Scotland , born in 1143 
Geoffrey Plantagenet, founded Plantagenet line 
of English kings, born in 1113 
William the Conqueror, born in 1027 
Malcolm III , King of Scotland , crowned in 1058 
Duncan I, King of Scotland, slain by MacBeth in 1041 
Hugh Capet, King of France, born in 938 
Rollo the Dane, Viking king, died 932 
Alfred the Great, born in 849 
Roderick the Great, King of Wales, born 844 
Sveide the Viking, born in 780 
Egbert, First King of all England , died 839 
Charlemagne, Emperor of the West, born in 742 
Charles Martel, King of France, died 741 
Anne of Tintagl Castle, daughter of Uther Pendragon, 
King of Britain, 496; sister of King Arthur of the 
Roundtable, born in 501 
Clovis , King of the Franks, born in 466 
Boadicea, Queen of Britain , defeated by the Romans, A.D. 62 
 

How fortunate we Americans are to have George Washington as our First President, who 
established many precedents! He could have chosen, for instance, to be addressed as “King,” “Your 
Highness,” or some other royal title, but he chose instead to be called simply, “Mr. President,” a 
tradition which continues today. 

¡Qué viva George Washington!  
◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘ 
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Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Meeting Minutes 

For the meeting held January 7, 2015 at the Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 
Submitted by Secretary Briana Perez 

 
Attendance: 

Reyna Araiza, Abel Araiza, Eileen Barrientos, Sylvia Escamilla, Joel Escamilla, Pauline Faz, Joaqine Faz, 
Priscilla Hancock, Robert Hancock, Yolanda Kirkpatrick, Larry Kirkpatrick, Zena Pagan, Briana Perez, 
Elizabeth Perez, Joe Perez, Richard Whynot 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:28 p.m. 
 Priscilla Hancock gave the Invocation and Joel Escamilla led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez gave the Treasurer’s Reports for November and December.  The 

November report showed a Beginning Balance of $710.21, Expenses of $221.19, Income of 
$745.07 and an Ending Balance of $1,234.09.  The December report showed a Beginning Balance 
of $1,234.09, Expenses of $662.19, Income of $670.11 and an Ending Balance of $1,242.01.  A 
motion to accept the report was made by Richard Whynot and seconded by Briana Perez.  After a 
vote, the motion carried. 

 Secretary Briana Perez gave the Secretary’s Report by giving a synopsis of the minutes of the 
previous meeting.  A motion to accept the report was made by Joaquin Faz and seconded by 
Priscilla Hancock.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Governor Perez reiterated that last month was quite a month for Bernardo de Gálvez.  A portrait of 
Gálvez was hung in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Meeting Room and that Gálvez was 
only the 8th person in our country’s history to be made an Honorary U.S. Citizen.  Joe reminded 
everyone that dues are due and explained the many ways in which dues are used throughout the 
year to help us accomplish our goals. 

 Our Guest speaker was Governor Joe Perez who gave a presentation titled “What Every Granadero 
and Dama de Gálvez Should Know”, which covered the life and heroic deeds of Gálvez.  His 
presentation was very well-received. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 

Here is a slide from Joe 
Perez’ presentation he gave at 
the last meeting.  He believes 
that a movie about Bernardo de 
Gálvez will be made within the 
next ten years because of the 
growing popularity and interest in 
Gálvez. 

This is a theater marquee he 
said we would all like to see in 
the near future. 


