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Krueger Middle School Fife & Drum Corps
On Wednesday, January 6th, a project that has been in the idea stage for three years finally came
to fruition. Granaderos Joe Perez and Jesse Benavides gave a presentation and instruction to several
band students at Krueger Middle School. Joe spoke to the students
about the role of young fifers and drummers during the American
Revolution and Jesse provided instruction on drumming technique
and the 13 essential rudiments of drumming. Band Director Vicky
Watson provided technical guidance to those students interested in
playing the fife. Although this is
just one more step in a long
journey, it is hoped that by starting a fife & drum corps at the
school, we may develop future musicians for the Granaderos y
Damas de Gálvez Fife & Drum Corps.
Our chapter is providing the school with two colonial drums
and five fifes to get them started. We will not provide any more
drums but we will provide more fifes as needed. The school will
keep the fifes but the drums will remain the property of our chapter. We have much more work to do
in providing lessons, uniforms and other support, but this is a big step forward for us.

Gálvez Opera Project
At our January meeting, Marec
Béla Steffens presented a reading of
the first four scenes of his opera
about Bernardo de Gálvez and it was
met with much enthusiasm.
Our chapter raised a total of
$420 in donations toward the
project. The reading exhibited an
excellent blend of historical accuracy, drama and comedy relief.
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Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 3
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant
5440 Babcock Rd ~ Dinner at 6:30 ~ Meeting at 7:30
Guest Speaker: Richard Whynot
Topic: Fort Niagara, Guardian of the American Heartland
Happy Birthday
February Babies

A Tribute to Robert S. Weddle
By Robert H. Thonhoff

Feb 4
Jesse Villarreal, Sr.

Born on June 5, 1921, in Fannin
County, Texas, Robert Samuel “Bob”
Weddle passed away on October 16, 2015,
at the age of 94. A longtime, award
Feb 28
winning author, Bob was acknowledged
Ricardo Rodriguez
by his peers as being the “DEAN OF
TEXAS HISTORIANS.” Most of his books were about the Spanish colonial
history of Texas including titles about San Juan Bautista, San Saba, Texas in
1776, the LaSalle expedition, and the Gulf of Mexico. He was one of the few pioneer historians
who researched, wrote, and published books about the rich and interesting Spanish colonial
history of Texas for several decades in the mid-to-late 1900s. Bob Weddle will be appreciated by
history aficionados for generations to come.
--Robert H. Thonhoff

Things You May Have Missed On The Internet
An article about the Luna Settlement, which became Pensacola, appeared in the
Pensacola News Journal on January 6, 2016. Of course, an article about Pensacola’s
history has to mention Bernardo de Gálvez too. Read the article at:
http://www.pnj.com/story/news/2016/01/06/national-international-spotlight-shines-luna-site/78272898/
And from the same news source came an article and related video on January 25th about Florida Congressman Jeff Miller
presenting a framed facsimile of the bill honoring Bernardo de Gálvez as only the 8th Honorary U.S. Citizen in our history.
See it at: http://www.pnj.com/story/news/history/2016/01/25/us-rep-presents-galvez-memento-uwf/79285910/

The “Conference on Bernardo de Gálvez and Independence of the United States” was held
January 21, 2016 in Madrid, Spain. While our group has been recognizing Gálvez for the
past forty years, he is starting to receive more attention in Spain. Read more at:
http://thediplomatinspain.com/en/event/conference-bernardo-galvez-independence-united-states/

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez – San Antonio Chapter Officers
Governor (& Editor of La Granada): Joe Perez / jperez329@satx.rr.com
Deputy Governor: Ricardo Rodriguez / tejano1845@aol.com
Secretary: Briana Perez / briana_rosa_perez@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Elizabeth Perez / eperez329@satx.rr.com

By Joe Perez

That point where the Allegheny and
Monongahela Rivers converge to form the Ohio
River had long been recognized as a strategic
military location by the French and the British.
Beginning in 1753, the French were building
forts in the area, much to the
chagrin of British officials. That
same year, not wanting to allow
the French efforts to go
unabated, England sent a young
British emissary by the name of
George Washington to urge the
French
to
cease
their
construction of forts and leave
the area. That did not work.
When persuasion failed, the British tried to
remove the French from the area by force. In
1754, Washington was sent again with some
men to regain the area.
On the way,
Washington and his men came up against a
group of French soldiers and opened fire on
them, killing the group’s leader. Months later,
French counterattacks forced Washington to
retreat back to Virginia. Although this and
subsequent efforts to rid the area of the French
failed, tensions ran high between the British and
the French. This ultimately led to the French
and Indian War when England declared war on
France two years later in 1756.

It wasn’t until late in 1758 that the British
were to regain control of the area and one year
later began the ambitious project of constructing
one of the largest fortifications in North America
at the time; Fort Pitt.
By 1772, however, the fort
was no longer needed so the
British abandoned it, selling it
jointly to two local businessmen.
The businessmen planned to tear
the fort apart and sell it
piecemeal, looking for buyers of
bricks, wood, iron and various
other materials in the fort but a
local conflict kept the fort in use a little longer.
Then the winds of war began to blow with the
coming of the American Revolution.
During our War of Independence, Fort Pitt
became a strategic military location once again.
The Continental Army found great use for the
fort and made it the army’s Western
Headquarters. It also served as a strategic
launching point for soldiers and supplies in
support of the war. However, the American
Colonists discovered a critical shortcoming at the
time. They realized they could, in no way,
defend the fort without one precious
commodity; a commodity of which they were in
dire need; gunpowder.

By June of 1776, George Washington, that
young British Virginian who tried to remove the
French from the Ohio River Valley, had become
leader of the Continental Army. His second-incommand was General Charles Lee. A mere
fifteen days after the signing of the Declaration
of Independence, a group of men left Fort Pitt
traveling down the Ohio River and all the way
down the Mississippi River with a letter from
General Lee. Their goal was to procure muchneeded gun-powder by appealing
to the King of Spain through
intermediaries in New Orleans. Of
utmost importance was the secrecy
of this mission. The journey was
long and arduous and the water
route was lined with British
outposts and spies. Any revelation
of the mission could have the precious cargo
intercepted before the men made it back to Fort
Pitt. The group, led by Captain George Gibson
and second-in-command Lt. William Linn,
proceeded under cover, removing any evidence
that they were soldiers and disguising
themselves as boatmen and traders on a trading
expedition.
In August, Captain Gibson and his men
arrived in New Orleans and, under the cover of
darkness, made their way to the stately
residence of a well-known merchant named
Oliver Pollock, who was an American agent for
Virginia. Having been presented the urgent
letter from General Lee, Pollock quickly arranged
lodging for the men and requested a meeting
with Governor Luis de Unzaga.
In a city filled with spies, it wasn’t long
before word got out that Gibson and his men
were not traders but Americans from Fort Pitt,
with their late arrival and cloak of secrecy very
suspect among the citizens. Because Spain was
not at war with England, Unzaga had to appear
neutral. In a clever ruse, he imprisoned Gibson
and sent Lt. Linn and the rest of the men back to
Fort Pitt. What was unknown to most, was that
the men did not go back empty handed. Pollock

had purchased 10,000 pounds of gunpowder
from Unzaga’s military warehouse. Along with
other necessary supplies, Lt. Linn took 9,000
pounds of that gunpowder with him back to Fort
Pitt. “The 9,000 pounds of powder saved that
fort, a circumstance of vast significance for the
course of the Revolution in the West.”1
Under the guise of neutrality, Unzaga kept
Captain Gibson in prison for a while, releasing
him two months later. When Gibson left New
Orleans, he took with him the
remaining 1,000 pounds of
gunpowder and many other muchneeded supplies.
In responding to General Lee
regarding
his
request
for
gunpowder, Unzaga wrote very
favorably of the American cause
and copied King Carlos III in Spain. The King
responded to Unzaga’s letter by issuing an order
for Spanish colonies to aid the Americans by
providing weapons, gunpowder, lead, clothing
and various supplies while maintaining the
appearance of neutrality.
A few months after Unzaga’s release of
gunpowder to Fort Pitt, Bernardo de Gálvez
became Governor of Louisiana. Together, he
and Oliver Pollock would provide invaluable
assistance to the Americans by funneling vast
amounts of supplies from Spain through
intermediaries, such as Pollock’s trading
business in New Orleans. They fulfilled the
King’s order to provide assistance through a
process that maintained the appearance of
neutrality. The same process used to supply the
powder that saved Fort Pitt.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Image Page 1: Soldier with Musket, from a photo taken by
Granadero Roland Cantu
Drawing Page 1, Samuel W. Durant, History of Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania, Plate IV, p.58a, 1876, L.H. Everts & Co.
Photo Page 2, Statue by Frank Hayden, 1976, A Tribute to Oliver
Pollock, located in Gálvez Plaza, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Public
Domain
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Buchanan Parker Thomson, 1976, Spain: Forgotten Ally of the
American Revolution, The Christopher Publishing House

THE VITAL ROLE AN ÁNGEL PLAYED
IN TEXAS HISTORY
By Rueben M. Perez

Courtesy of Texas State Historical Association, Handbook of Texas Online, 2/19/2012

José Ángel Navarro, a noted Texian (Tejano), soldier and leading citizen lived in Béxar, State
of Coahuila y Tejas, New Spain during the turbulent times when the province of Tejas was
seeking independence from Spain and later the Republic of Mexico. He died on June 11, 1836
shortly after Texas won independence from Mexico and became the Republic of Texas.
José Ángel Navarro was born in San Antonio de Béxar in 1784 to José Ángel Navarro (the
elder) and María Josefa (Ruiz) Navarro and was the first son of the family. His father was born in
Ajaccio, Corsica and moved to San Antonio before he married Maria Josefa Ruiz y Peña, sister of
José Francisco Ruiz, signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence. Ruiz and his younger
nephew José Antonio Navarro would be the only two native Texians to sign the Declaration of
Texas independence.
Navarro joined the infantry in the Spanish Army about 1811 as a Lieutenant under Spanish
General Joaquín de Arredondo who led the Spanish Army into San Antonio in August 1813 during
the Gutiérrez-Magee expedition and the Battle of Medina. In 1813 (Battle of Medina) Joaquín de
Arredondo after learning the Navarro family was sympathetic to Mexican independence,
discharged Ángel Navarro from the Spanish Royal Army, causing him to flee for his life into the
interior of New Spain. Ángel’s widowed mother, María Josefa (Ruiz) Navarro and the smaller
children fled to safety in Louisiana, along with Angel’s nephew, José Antonio Navarro, his uncle
Francisco Ruiz and his brother-in-law Juan Martin Veramendi, father of Ursula Bowie.
The Battle of Medina on August 18th was one the bloodiest battles fought on Texas soil and
resulted in more lives being lost than any other single battle on Texas soil. Just south of San
Antonio, Spanish General Joaquin de Arredondo soundly defeated the Republican Army of the
North.
José Antonio Navarro, Ángel’s brother, in his autobiography writes:
“Imagine now to ourselves the position of my whole family, with the loss of the cause of
liberty by the battle of Medina. My venerable uncle, Francisco Ruiz and my brother-in-law,
Juan Martin Veramendi, were leaving Béxar fugitives from their families as insurgents,
whom Arredondo desired to have shot as the principal ringleaders of the revolutionists of
Béxar. My aforesaid oldest brother, José Ángel, who was at that time a lieutenant of
Infantry in the Army under Arredondo’s command, was deprived of his office with distain,

and he was dismissed from the Royal Service without pay and without kind of discharge as
it was then customary Spain. And why?
Because since the year 1813, and particularly since the unfortunate battle of Medina,
My uncle, Francisco Ruiz, my brother-in-law Veramendi, my aforesaid brother, Angel, even
ourselves, the minors of the family, have fallen into horrid persecution on the part of all the
Spanish officers devoted to the cause of the King…. My mother, then alone, with the minor
children left Béxar, my oldest brother Angel, absent from Béxar fleeing into the interior of
Mexico from the persecutions of Arredondo.”

By 1821 the family was back together when José Ángel Navarro at Casas Reales (government
building) proclaimed to San Antonio’s citizens, the Plan of Iturbide (1821), announcing Mexico’s
independence from Spain, while Spanish Governor Martinez surrendered all government
documents and archives to Navarro. On March 22, 1828, José Ángel Navarro served as Mayor
(Political Jefe) of San Antonio de Béxar in 1835 and served in various political positions,
including land commissioner of Béxar in 1834 and made the second
largest donation to rebuild San Fernando church after it burned.
Don Ángel Navarro witnessed the marriage document of his niece,
Ursula Veramendi to James Bowie on April 25, 1831 by the parish priest
of San Fernando in the City of San Fernando de Béxar.

Portrait of Maria
Ursula de Veramendi
Bowie ©

December 19, 1832, San Antonio became the first Texas town that
presented a list of grievances to the legislature of Coahuila and Texas and
sought separation of Texas from Coahuila. José Ángel Navarro signed
what would become known as the “Béxar Remonstrance” or
“Representacion dirijida por el ilustre ayuntamiento e la Ciudad de Béxar”
Frank Jennings wrote in a special to the Express-News the following
condensed article:

“Every March, when Texans celebrate their Declaration of
Independence from Mexico in 1836, they overlook its most significant
roots. They fail to pay tribute to the Tejanos of San Antonio who had
pointed the way for the Texians three years before-with a long list of
formal complaints to the government of Mexico. The Béxar Petition
was the first formal action to confront the Mexican government with the
need for better treatment of the people of Texas. It laid the groundwork
for the 1836 Texas Declaration of Independence from Mexico. On
December 19, 1832, the San Antonio de Béxar city council, or
ayuntamiento, addressed its petition to the legislature of the Mexican State of Coahuila and
Texas, known as the Bexareños Representacion.
Two members of the ayuntamiento, Ángel Navarro and Jose Casiano, assisted by José
Antonio Navarro, Refugio de la Garza, J. Maria Balmaceda and Erasmo Sequin, had drawn
up the document, one of the most important in Texas history.
Yet it was the Bexar petition that had led the way to the road of freedom. It is not a
strange coincidence that it was similar to the final Texas Declaration of Independence
because of Stephen F. Austin was in close touch with the Tejanos, and all agreed generally
on the need to meet their problems together. All agreed that reform was sorely needed. A
year later, Austin wrote from Mexico City to a friend, Samuel May Williams, that all Texas is
greatly in debt to Bexar for the remonstrance of 19 Dec’ last---“

Permission granted by
Joseph Musso, historical
illustrator, artist and
designer.
Joseph Musso has a private
collection of Bowie artifacts
and the painted portrait of
Ursula Bowie.

Writing long after the Texas war of independence, a Mexican historian and a general
for Santa Anna, Vicente Filisola, blamed the authors who wrote the 1832 Bexareños
Representacion of San Antonio for Mexico’s loss of Texas.”

Ángel Navarro became the Jefe Politico or Political Chief of the Department of Béxar in 1835.
After the battle of Gonzales, while the Texas volunteers were converging on Béxar, Samuel A.
Maverick and other local Americans took refuge from Cos and the Mexican army at Ángel
Navarro’s ranch south of San Antonio. Navarro’s term as Jefe Politico would end on December
31, 1835 prior to the most critical time of Texas history, the fall of the Alamo on March 6, 1836.
Ángel Navarro’s daughter, Juana Navarro Veramendi Peres married Dr. Horace A. Alsbury prior
to the fall of the Alamo. Navarro’s daughters Juana, and sister Gertrudis, along with his grandson
Alejo E. Perez would be taken to the Alamo by Juana’s stepbrother, James Bowie and confined in
the Alamo during the battle. His new son-in-law Dr. Horace A. Alsbury, spy and interpreter for
the Alamo garrison would be in Gonzales recruiting troops on the dreadful day the Alamo fell,
March 6, 1836.
Dr. Joseph H. Barnard, military surgeon and member of the Texas revolutionary army was a
guest of Navarro during the Battle of the Alamo and following the departure of the Mexican Army
wrote in his diary, “The grave and dignified person of mine host, Navarro, who is at least fortyfive years and far gone with hydrothorax was seen capering about the street like a boy, in perfect
ecstasy of glee. He said that now he could recover his health [since] nothing but the impure air
occasioned by the residences of the Mexican troops made him sick. Alas! His confidence availed
him nothing; he died about two weeks after the troops left.”
José Ángel Navarro lived long enough to see the defeat of the Mexican army at San Jacinto and
the winning of Texas independence. He would die at home on June 13, 1836. Unlike his father
Ángel Navarro, who was the first to be buried at Campo Santo
Cemetery, José Ángel Navarro would be laid to rest within the parish
church, now San Fernando Cathedral.
José Ángel Navarro is the great, great grandfather of Granadero
Rueben M. Perez and his sister, Dama Dorothy M. Perez of The Order
of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez, San Antonio, Texas. The story is
from a book currently in progress by Rueben M. Perez and includes
a collection of stories from the past.
Picture taken by Stephanie D. Perez,
the author’s daughter.
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Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held January 6, 2016 at the
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant
Submitted by Briana Perez
Attendance:
Judge Edward Butler, Kay Cotter, R.J. Cotter, Sylvia Escamilla, Joel Escamilla, Pauline Faz, Joaquin Faz,
Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Vivian Garza, Carlos Garza, Olga Lizcano, Manuel Lizcano, Jimmy Peet,
Briana Perez, Elizabeth Perez, Joe Perez, Krystyna Steffens, Marec Steffens













The meeting commenced at 7:44 p.m.
Joel Escamilla gave the Invocation and Vivian Garza led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Governor Joe Perez introduced guests Carlos Garza, Vivian Garza, Dr. Marec Béla Steffens,
Krystyna Steffens, Kay Cotter and R.J. Cotter.
Treasurer Elizabeth Perez gave the Treasurer’s Reports for November and December. For
November, we had a Beginning Balance of $4,733.06, Expenses of $250.76, Income of $875.42 and
an Ending Balance of $5,357.72. For December, we had a Beginning Balance of $5,357.72,
Expenses of $1,669.78, Income of $1,200.48 and an Ending Balance of $4,888.42. A motion to
accept the reports was made by Jimmy Peet and seconded by Lucila Flores. After a vote, the
motion carried.
Governor Joe Perez presented a State of the Chapter Report stating that we had a very active year
in 2015 and continue to have events scheduled for this year. He noted that we currently have
twenty five dues-paying members and five Honorary Members, however we still have several
members who have not yet paid dues for 2016. He mentioned that we have a little over five
thousand dollars in our treasury but most of it is allotted to upcoming payments for three colonial
drums, two musician’s uniforms, two Granadero uniforms, Damas Brooches, parade entry fees and
our Fourth of July Patriotic Ceremony. He said we expect ongoing income from the sale of
Granadero Blazons and Damas Brooches to members of all chapters. Joe said that overall, we are a
very active chapter and our strength lies in our membership.
Joe announced that the first meeting of the Krueger Middle School Fife & Drum Corps took place
earlier that morning where he and Jesse Benavides gave a presentation and instruction to several
band students, many of whom expressed an interest in participating in the corps. He said the
formation of this club at the school should provide more musicians for our group.
Guest Speaker Marec Béla Steffens gave a reading of the first four scenes of his opera about
Bernardo de Gálvez, which was outstanding. The final production promises to be fantastic. Jimmy
Peet moved that we have our chapter match any personal donations for the Gálvez Opera Project.
The motion was seconded by Roberto Flores and after discussion and a vote, the motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m.

