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 Ad Hoc Committee 
   2017 National Meeting 
 

It has been a few years since the San Antonio Chapter 
has hosted a National Meeting of the Order of Granaderos y 
Damas de Gálvez.  However, we will host the event this 
year. 

In previous years, we have hosted some very 
memorable National Meetings where we have had a 
wonderful dinner on a barge floating along the River Walk; 
had a special viewing of the Battle of the Alamo in 3-D; had 
a tour of Mission San Jose (the Queen of the Missions) and 
ate a delicious paella dinner in the shadow of it’s beautiful 
church. 

The other chapters in our organization have continued 
the tradition of productive and enjoyable National Meeting 
weekends.  Now, it is our turn to shine as hosts.  We are 
fortunate that San Antonio has a variety of fantastic venues 
from which to chose. 

We need to form an Ad Hoc committee of members who 
will work together for the next nine months to coordinate the 
2017 National Meeting.  This will include selecting the date, 
which is usually a weekend in October or November; 
coordinating a host hotel for attendees; coordinating the  
Friday Night Dinner, Saturday Morning Meeting, Saturday 
Night Dinner and any Sunday events.  It also includes 
making name tags and programs and getting any speakers. 

While it sounds like a lot of work, we have nine months 
to get it done with an Ad Hoc committee of members working 
together.  So, stand up, contribute and let your talents shine 
for our chapter.  With the talent in our group, we are sure to 
have many great ideas to ensure that we host a very 
memorable, productive and enjoyable National Meeting 
weekend. 

 
Activities Scheduled 

for 2017 
 

Monthly Meetings 
 

Charlotte History Festival 
 

Tejeda History Faire 
 

King William Fair & Parade 
 

Dr. Joe Ward Elem. School 
 

4th of July Patriotic Ceremony 
 

Battle of Medina Symposium 
 

National Meeting in S.A. 
 

Lytle History Festival 
 

Veterans Parade 
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Wednesday, February 1st 

Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 
5440 Babcock Rd 

Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:30 
Guest Speaker: Bill Smith 
“Tejano To Confederate” 

 
Bill Smith is the Immediate Past Commander of Hood’s 

Texas Brigade Sons of Confederate Veterans Camp 153 in San 
Antonio.  He holds a Master of Science degree in education.  He 
served 32 years as a teacher and 6 months as Vice Principal all 
at Poe Middle School in the San Antonio Independent School 
District. 

Bill has worked in a variety of capacities including a cowboy, 
a welder, a hired hand, a house painter, co-owner of a stained 
glass studio and as Fire Chief of Bexar Bulverde Volunteer Fire 
Department.  He loves to cook and bar-b-que.  He also loves to 
spend time gardening, laying stone, working on his tractor, 
hunting, and playing with his grandkids.  Bill is a Baptist Deacon 
and has been in love with his wife for 47 years. 

As Guest Speaker at our February meeting, Bill will give a 
presentation on Texas history titled “Tejano to Confederate”. 
 

 
 
No events for February, except the meeting. 

Happy Birthday 
To Our 

February Babies 
 

February 4 
Jesse O. Villarreal, Sr. 

 
 

February 28 
Ricardo Rodriguez 

 
 

 
San Antonio 

Chapter Officers: 
 

Governor 
Joe Perez 

 
Deputy Governor: 
Ricardo Rodriguez 

 
Treasurer 

Elizabeth Perez 
 

Secretary 
Briana Perez 

 

CORREKCTION: 
 
Our December newsletter 
had an error in the minutes 
for the November meeting.  
The minutes stated the 
Treasurer’s Report was for 
the month of September 
when the Treasurer’s Report 
was for October.  We 
apologize for the mistake. 
 



Recent Articles on the Internet About Gálvez 
 

This website has an interesting article about Bernardo de 
Gálvez and includes the paragraph, “The creation myth 

that America bootstrapped itself from colony to nation, that it fought the war and gained 
independence all by itself, was never correct and was never a good fit,” argues Larrie D. Ferreiro in 
his new book, Brothers at Arms: American Independence and the Men of France and Spain Who 
Saved It. “The real story is that the American nation was born as the centerpiece of an international 
coalition, which together worked to defeat a common adversary.”   You can read the entire article at  
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/little-remembered-ally-who-helped-america-win-revolution-
180961782/ 

 
The same article mentioned above also appeared on another website 
found at http://remembering76.thoughts.com/posts/who-was-bernardo-
de-galvez 
 

 
This website has an interesting article (in Spanish) about an 
official declaration of war signed by Spain and France 
against England.  It also has a photo of Jack Cowan on a 
parade float when he was Governor of our chapter.  The 

article is at https://somatemps.me/2016/04/14/hispanidad-por-que-en-luisiana-celebran-el-12-de-
abril/.  Another article from the same source appeared last month and is about Fort Mose, which was 
the first legal settlement for Free Blacks in America.  It can be read at 

https://somatemps.me/2016/10/24/hispanidad-el-fuerte-
mose-en-la-florida-espanola-donde-vivian-libres-los-

esclavos-negros-que-huian-de-las-colonias-inglesas/. 
◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙◙ 

 
Fort Sam Houston 

Memorial Services Detachment 
 
Thank you, Abel Araiza, for 

presenting an amazing 
challenge coin from the Fort 
Sam Houston Memorial Services 
Detachment to the Granaderos y 
Damas de Gálvez.  It was presented in honor of our two 
groups working together for so many years, especially at our 
4th of July Patriotic Ceremony. 
 

Gálvez Medal (Challenge Coin) 
 
And let’s not forget that 
we will conduct a vote at 
our February meeting on 
a challenge coin for our 
group.



 
Below is an image of a Granadero of the Navarra Regiment, which our chapter represents. 
The original drawing is from Ted Spring’s Sketchbook 56, Volume IV “Las Companias de 
Infantaria de las Americas” The Spanish Colonial Era Infantry 1739-1781.  Mr. Spring’s book 
shows it as a Granadero of the Louisiana Regiment, however, the Navarra Regiment uniform 
was the same except where the Louisiana Regiment had blue, the Navarra Regiment had red 
on the collar, cuffs, waistcoat and pants. 
 
 
Miter covered in bear fur 
 
 
 
 
 
                Red collar with gold edge 
 
 
 
   Slow Match to light  
 grenades 
 
 
 
     Powder Flask                 Whisk and Pick 
                 
Red Cuffs                  Bayonet 
                  Sword 
 
 
 
    Haversack 
 
 
      1757 
Spanish Musket           Garters for Leggings 
 
 
 
 
                   Leggings 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held January 4, 2017 at the 

Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 
Submitted by Briana Perez 

Attendance: 
Abel Araiza, Pauline Faz, Joaquin Faz, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Briana Perez, Elizabeth Perez, Joe 
Perez, Mary Thatcher, Tim Thatcher, Alex Zamora 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:06 p.m. 
 Alex Zamora provided the Invocation. 
 Roberto Flores led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Governor Joe Perez welcomed guest Mary Thatcher. 
 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez presented the Treasurer’s Report for November and December.  For 

November, she reported a Beginning Balance of $2,455.42, Expenses of $132.88, Income of 
$515.23, and an Ending Balance of $2,837.77.  For December, she reported a Beginning Balance of 
$2,837.77, Expenses of $462.80, Income of $260.23 and an Ending Balance of 
$2,635.20.  A motion to accept the report was made by Briana Perez and seconded by Roberto 
Flores.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Joe Perez announced the birthdays for this month.  He spoke about our recent Christmas Party and 
announced that we have no events planned for January or February. 

 Joe led a discussion on the production of a Gálvez medal for either a challenge coin or a Fiesta 
medal.  There was discussion on the price differences and how we would use a challenge coin 
versus a Fiesta medal.  A preliminary vote taken and with a vote of 8 to 1, it was decided that we 
would produce a challenge coin because it could be sold at any time and other chapters would 
likely be interested in buying some for their members.  The challenge coin could also be given by 
the group as a gift to benefactors of the Order.  It was agreed by all present that we would take a 
final vote at the February meeting when there would be more members present. 

 The floor was ceded to Abel Araiza who  presented a 
challenge coin to Governor Perez for our group in 
recognition of our partnership over the years at our 4th of 
July Patriotic Ceremony.  Joe accepted the coin on behalf of 
our membership.  

 Governor Joe Perez gave a presentation as his Annual State 
of the Chapter Report.  He covered all the events for which 
we participated in 2016.  Then he went over all of the 
planned events we have scheduled for 2017 to include our chapter hosting the Granaderos y 
Damas de Gálvez National Meeting and possible involvement in the 88th Annual LULAC Convention 
to be held in San Antonio in July 2017.  Then, he discussed events for 2018 including our 4th of July 
Patriotic Ceremony being an official San Antonio Tricentennial event and possible participation in 
the U.S. Postal Service’s National Postal Forum. 

 The meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 


