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Calling All Members 
 
Our organization has been around since 1975 and we have been fortunate to have had dedicated 

members who have contributed their talents to the mission of the group.  Throughout the years, 
members have participated in various ways, according to their interests and availability.  Some have 
served as officers while others have served on committees.  Some have taken part in the living history 
aspect of our group, donned uniforms and participated in parades and presentations while others 
have helped in street clothes by staffing our booth at history fairs or assisting at other events.  Then 
there is Roland Cantu, who maintains our website and Rafael Cavazos, who produces videos 
documenting our activities.  We also have those who have contributed to our newsletter and we must 
not leave out those who attend our monthly meetings and keep that facet of our group very active.  
Those who pay their membership dues in a timely manner allow us to fund our many projects.  All of 
these ways of participating are important to the continued success of our organization. 

Regardless of how often or in which manner you contribute, your efforts are appreciated.  For 
those who want to contribute more than they have in the past, there will be many opportunities to do 
so in 2019.  In this respect, I offer a challenge to all members.  If you come to the meetings but don’t 
attend the living history events, come out to an event this year.  If you participate in events but don’t 
attend the meetings, come to a meeting.  If you’re not on a committee and want to contribute in that 
manner, offer to serve on a committee of your choice.  Everyone in our group has talent and 
experience and has something to offer that will help the group as a whole. 

The challenge has been offered.  Will you take it?  Will you do something this year that you 
haven’t done before in the group?  If yes, you may find that you’ll 
enjoy the group even more. 
 
- Joe Perez, Governor 
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 Next Meeting 

        Wednesday, February 6 
La Fonda Restaurant 
8633 Crownhill Blvd 

Dinner: 6:30    Meeting 7:30 
 

Speaker: 
Daphne Ybarbo 

 

                        Presentation: 
            Are You Tough Enough 
  To Be A Tejana? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 6    10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
We will staff a booth at the Tejeda History Faire & 
Culture Fest. 
 
Saturday, April 27     9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
King William Fair: We will march in the morning parade 
and staff a booth in the afternoon at the Wulff House. 

 

Governor 
Joe Perez 

 

Deputy Governor 
Alex Zamora 

 

Treasurer 
Manny Rodriguez 

 

Secretary 
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Drum Major 
Ricardo Rodriguez 

 

Chaplain 
Joe González 

 

 
 

February Babies! 
 

Feb 4 
Walter Herbeck 

 
Feb 4 

Jesse Villarreal, Sr. 
 

Feb 15 
Joe Aguayo 

 
Feb 28 

Ricardo Rodriguez 
 
 

Upcoming Events 



The First Textbook of Texas? 
 

This is considered to be the first book written on the language 
and customs of Texas Indians.  A manual for administering the 
sacraments, in Spanish and the language of Texas Indians living 
along the San Antonio and Rio Grande rivers, by Father Garcia, 
who had been a missionary in Texas for twelve years. This 
bilingual work enabled the Franciscan missionaries from 
Queretaro to communicate directly with their Indian charges at 
the missions on the Rio Grande and San Antonio Rivers (from 
Candela in Coahuila to San Antonio in Texas).  Pakawan was the 
language chosen since it was--in its several dialects--the most 
common language in the area. 

This is the only known work in any of the Texas Indian 
languages during the Spanish period, and the only work ever in 

Pakawan.  In addition to its interest in the field of linguistics, the book provides considerable 
anthropological information of the tribes of South Texas (more than eighteen of them).  Unusual for 
the time, Garcia makes particular note of cultural peculiarities of the language's speakers, and 
explains how their concept of large numbers is limited.  He provides advice on how to proceed on the 
problem of determining consanguinity: "their way of explaining family relationship is very diffuse" (as 
was their sexual life, based on the wide variety of questions that are listed to be asked during 
confession). 

Other subjects described include the casting of death spells, the eating of peyote and frijolillo, 
cannibalism and pregnancy.  In his introduction, Garcia states that he had worked in the Texas 
missions for more than twelve years and was currently at the Nuestro Padre de San Francisco de la 
Espada Mission, near San Antonio.  Father Prado introduces and accords approbation to the work.  His 
six-page "Sentir" is an essay on the language problems faced by the Texas missionaries.  In two further 
pages of "Notas," he explains variations in pronunciation among tribes that users of the manual will 
meet, and he advises to teach doctrine that parallels with Indian thinking rather than by zealous 
application of the book at hand. 

The image and description of this book was taken from the website Heritage Auctions, accessed 
January 20, 2019 at https://historical.ha.com/itm/books/americana-and-american-history/fr-
bartholome-garcia-manual-para-administrar-los-santos-sacramentos-de-penitencia-eucharistia-
extrema-uncion-y-matr/a/6171-51070.s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What Parents Teach Their Children 
 
RELIGION: “You’d better pray that will come out of the carpet.” 
LOGIC: “Because I said so, that’s why.” 
MEDICAL SCIENCE: “If you don’t stop crossing your eyes, they’re going to 
stay that way.” 
WEATHER: “It looks like a tornado swept through your room.” 
HUMOR: “When the lawn mower cuts off your toes, don’t come running to 
me.” 
ENVY: “There are millions of less fortunate children in the world who 
don’t have wonderful parents like you do.” 



 
Thank you, Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez, for making this past Christmas brighter for children.  
Below is a letter for all of us. 
 
 
 



Diego de Gardoqui 
Ally  -  Agent  -  Ambassador 

By Joe Perez 
 

Diego de Gardoqui was quite content living as part of a successful banking and merchant family in Bilbao, 
Spain, with operations around the world.  However, sometimes, circumstances direct people into unexpected 
and greater endeavors. 

Diego was the fourth of eight children and an heir to the international company Gardoqui e Hijos 
(Gardoqui and Sons), which had banking and merchant operations in Spain, England and the American 
colonies, to name a few places.  Diego, along with his two brothers, were 
in partnership with their father in the company. 

When Spain made the decision to aid the American colonists during 
the American Revolution, Diego de Gardoqui was sought to help 
coordinate the vast amounts of money and war materiel that were to be 
secretly funneled to the Americans.  Diego was wealthy, trusted, fluent in 
English and had operations on the American continent.  Since the 1760s, 
Gardoqui and Sons were invested in the profitable cod industry in Boston 
and Salem.1 It was an arrangement of infrastructure that was perfect for 
funneling supplies to the Americans without being obvious in doing so. 

Early in the war, the situation was desperate for the Americans 
because they were still developing their national military and were in dire 
need of munitions and gunpowder.  They approached Spain and France, 
the enemies of their enemy, for assistance.  While the Americans desired 
immediate action, Spain and France preferred a much more patient 
approach to allow time for England to weaken and Spain and France to 
gain military strength and enter into the conflict in a more advantageous position. 

The anxious Americans couldn’t wait.  They sent agent Arthur Lee to Spain to plead their case.  The 
Spanish court was caught off guard and didn’t want their plans of aiding the American colonists to be 
revealed.  Accepting an American representative would be far too obvious.  Spain did not want to be in a 
position of having to explain anything to England.  Spanish officials had to think quickly on how to diffuse any 
situation that might be created by Lee’s presence in their country.  The plan was to intercept Lee after he 
landed in Spain and before he got to Madrid.  Diego de Gardoqui and the Marques de Grimaldi, the Minister of 
Spain, arranged to meet with Lee outside of Madrid in a series of meetings.  So clandestine were their 
meetings that they were done in secret while Grimaldi and de Gardoqui went in disguises.2 

Both Grimaldi and Gardoqui explained to Lee that Spain would not enter into war with England at the 
time but Spain was in the process of arranging aid to the Americans.  Lee was surprised and very pleased to 
find out that Gardoqui’s company was preparing to send shipments of aid to Havana and eventually to 
Washington’s troops.  Lee was further thrilled to discover that Bernardo de Gálvez had already amassed  
stockpiles of gunpowder and clothing in New Orleans to be delivered to the Americans.  Grimaldi and 
Gardoqui let Lee know that Spain’s assistance must be kept secret. 

In September 1777, Spain informed the Americans that they must deal directly with Gardoqui since all aid 
would be funneled through his company.  Governor Gálvez wrote a letter to the American congress informing 
its members that he has supplies on hand in New Orleans and is expecting more to arrive, which will be 
diverted to the Americans.  The American congress had arranged for those supplies to be funneled to Oliver 
Pollock, a wealthy American merchant in New Orleans and an agent of congress. 



Starting in 1777, the amount of supplies from Spain funneled through Pollock included 215 cannons, 
30,000 muskets, 30,000 bayonets, 12,826 grenades, 4,000 tents, 30,000 uniforms and 300,000 pounds of 
gunpowder as well as large supplies of blankets and medicine.3  The total amount of economic aid to the 
American colonies is around 13 million reales, which is around 2 billion in today’s dollars.4  It is reasonable to 
say that American troops would not have been able to defeat the British without these massive amounts of 
supplies from Spain. 

In January 1777, an initial shipment of Spanish supplies, purportedly for the Louisiana Fixed Infantry 
Regiment, was detected by British spies in New Orleans and word was sent to British authorities, who 
complained as they suspected the supplies were actually for the British American colonists.  The diplomatic 
Gálvez, not wanting to tip off the British, held a public auction of some of those supplies while other, critical 
supplies were somehow “misplaced” in the Royal Treasury’s warehouse.5 

In 1785, Diego de Gardoqui took leave from his thriving family 
business to accept the position of Spain’s Ambassador to the United 
States of America.  On April 30, 1789, during the inauguration of 
President George Washington in New York City, then our nation’s capital, 
two people stood by Washington’s side; the French ambassador and the 
Spanish ambassador.  That Spaniard was Diego de Gardoqui.  Also during 
Washington’s inauguration, there was only one foreign warship in New 
York Harbor.  It was the Gálveztown, which was the flagship of Bernardo 
de Gálvez during his Gulf Coast campaign.6 

As Spain’s ambassador, Diego de Gardoqui became very popular in 
the United States and coordinated many negotiations between the two 
countries.  In 1977, during our country’s Bicentennial celebrations, 
Spain’s King Juan Carlos III presented the city of Philadelphia with a 
statue of Gardoqui.  It is an eight-foot-tall bronze statue on a granite 
base that resides in Philadelphia’s Sister Cities Park. 

Diego de Gardoqui was one person in a group of powerful Spaniards 
who implemented the process of supplying aid to the desperate American colonists and eventually influenced 
the decision to go to war with England at the most important hour in the American’s stuggle.7 While he is not 
as well-known as his French counterpart or even other Spanish dignitaries, he was an important and influential 
part of the success of the American Revolution. 
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