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State of the Chapter
At the January meeting, Governor Joe Perez gave the Annual State of the Chapter Report
and the Committee Chairs announced their goals and projects for 2020. Our chapter is
healthy, vibrant and growing. We are healthy in that we have money in our treasury to
complete projects. We have over 30 members and that number will grow as more members
pay their membership dues. We are vibrant in that we have working committees with
immediate and long-term projects that are in active pursuit of their goals. We are growing in
that we continue to gain new members interested in helping the chapter perpetuate its
mission.
As an example, at the January meeting, six guests signed up as new members. More on
these new members is on page 3 and 4 of this newsletter. We welcome Paul and Ann
Bergeron, who joined in November. We also welcome those who joined at the January
meeting; Joe and Vedia Weathersby, Cindy Flores, Gustavo Rodriguez, Ricardo Backal and
Manny Rodriguez, Jr. With Manny Rodriguez, Jr. becoming a member, we have a 3-generation
family of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez. The three generations are Johnny & Delia Rodriguez,
their son and daughter-in-law Manny Rodriguez Sr. & Janie Rodriguez and now Manny &
Janie’s son Manny, Jr. We have had several 2-generational memberships but this is only the
second time that three generations of membership has occurred in the history of our chapter.
To get more out of your membership, you may want to
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Next Meeting
Wednesday, February 5
La Fonda Restaurant
8633 Crownhill Blvd
Dinner: 6:30 Meeting 7:30

Speaker:

Jimmy Peet
Presentation:
San Antonio:
Before, During and After
The Battle of Medina

Members of Record
With February Birthdays

Feb 4
Jesse Villarreal, Sr.
Feb 13
Manny Rodriguez, Jr.
Feb 15
Joe Aguayo
Feb 28
Ricardo Rodriguez

Governor
Joe Perez
The Battle of Medina was a pivotal event in Texas
history. It remains the bloodiest battle on Texas soil. It
wiped out over a third of the Texas population. At our
next meeting, we will learn more about events before,
during and after this historic battle.

Upcoming Events
We have no events scheduled for February.

Deputy Governor
Alex Zamora
Treasurer
Manny Rodriguez
Secretary
Briana Perez
Drum Major
Ricardo Rodriguez
Chaplain
Joe González

New Members
Joe & Vedia Weathersby
Joe Weathersby is a 7th generation Texan who loves to honor the heritage of his ancestors by
promoting all things related to Texas history. As an active member of the Sons of the Republic
of Texas, the San Jacinto Descendants, the Former Texas Ranger Association, SALHA, the Texas
Army and now the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez; Joe enjoys bringing history to life
with impressions from the 1770s through the 1880s. He says that he looks forward to
developing a Patriot volunteer impression to complement the superb image the local Order
has developed in the San Antonio community.
One way that Vedia Weathersby expresses her love for life and liberty is by volunteering for
living history demonstrations at the Alamo and by participating in events all around the state
of Texas. As a recent member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, she looks forward
to being active in the local Order of Granaderosy Damas de Gálvez to promote the image of a
Patriot’s wife in this crucial period of American history.

Cindy Flores
Cindy Flores is a second-generation Dama de Gálvez as she is the daughter of Tito and Angela
Fernandez. Tito was a Past-Governor. Angela was a Past-Secretary & Treasurer, who was also
involved with the Canaries Islands Descendants Association, Daughters of the American
Revolution and Daughters of the Republic of Texas. Cindy has been married for 35 years to
Francisco Flores and their three children are all adults. She shares her parents’ passion for our
country’s Spanish history, of which she is proud.

Manny Rodriguez, Jr.
Manny Rodriguez, Jr., is a third generation Granadero de Gálvez, as mentioned on page 1 of
this newsletter. He is currently a senior at Missouri Valley College in Marshall, MO, where he
is on a baseball scholarship. He is currently coaching the college team while majoring in
History and Secondary Social Studies. This semester, he is working on a Senior Thesis
presentation on Spain’s involvement in the American Revolution using Gálvez as one of many
discussion topics in his thesis. He could possibly win an award for his research and
presentation.

New Members
Paul & Ann Bergeron
Paul Bergeron is currently employed by the State of Louisiana in the Department of
Environmental Quality. On his father's side, he is descended from Pierre Bergeron, who with
his brothers Joseph and Louis, served in the Pointe Coupee Militia under Gálvez's command at
the Battle of Baton Rouge in 1779. On his mother's side, he is descended from Gil Antonio
Y'barbo, the founder of Nacogdoches. Five generations later, Paul works in the Gálvez Building
in downtown Baton Rouge and resides in the newest town in Louisiana, St. George.
Ann Reynolds Bergeron was raised in Natchez, Mississippi. She works for a software company
and is a descendant of Pierre Borel, a member of the Attakapas Militia. In her spare time she
enjoys reading, needlework, and genealogy. Although she was raised in the oldest town on
the Mississippi River (Natchez), she currently resides in the newest town in Louisiana (St.
George).

Ricardo Backal
Ricardo Backal was born in Mexico City and has been living in San Antonio for the past four
years. He and his wife, Debbie, carry on the tradition of his parents in collecting, studying and
promoting Mexican art and artifacts. Their collections have been on loan to museums and
universities in Texas and Mexico. They have been working for the past three years scanning
documents and adding them to the Texas A&M-Kingsville South Texas Archives Ricardo &
Debbie Backal Mexican Art and Rare Book Collection.

Gustavo Rodriguez
Gustavo was born in Mexico City. He has worked in the fountain pen industry as a writer,
collector and repairman for the past twenty six years. He enjoys old and modern history.
Gustavo is a member of the Sociedad Cultural Hispano Americana de San Antonio as well as
the San Antonio Stockyards Historical Society. He also works in public relations for Marcelo
Villa (great grandsom of Pancho Villa), Luis Monroy (singer and composer) and is a corepresentative of Luis Moro (painter).
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The Kingdom of Zapata
By José Antonio López
“The County Commissioners Court of Zapata County, Texas, on March 12, 1951, met in regular
session and voted unanimously to employ Mercurio Martínez and Virgil N. Lott, to compile a history
of the county…due to the inevitable inundation of a part of the county from the waters of Falcon
Dam which will destroy many of the historic landmarks of the county…”

With those words, the preface of the book, “The Kingdom of Zapata,” written by my uncle,
Mercurio Martínez, and Mr. Virgil N. Lott, begins an educational journey of our homeland’s
history.
Most certainly, Zapata County leaders in 1951 were men and women of vision. Having
been advised of the decision to build Falcón Dam, they set in motion a plan to prepare for the
inevitable. Thankfully for us descendants, one of the first orders of business was to officially
record Zapata’s history.
How significant was the news to Old
Zapata residents? Devastating. The place
that generations of New Spain’s Las Villas del
Norte descendants had called home was
disappearing forever. Imagine for a moment
if English colonists of Jamestown, Virginia
had been told they would have to relocate
because their New England historic town
would soon disappear under the waters of a
new dam being built nearby.
Nevertheless, Falcón Dam was indeed built. It was the first of two Rio Grande reservoirs on
the Texas border. Amistad Dam, upriver near Del Rio, was officially dedicated 15 years later in
1969. Regrettably, as with Falcón’s huge historical heritage loss, Amistad’s waters forever
inundated untold Native American rock art and archeological
sites that were thousands of years old.
In retrospect, Falcón Dam has delivered its promise of better
flood control, power production, improved irrigation,
recreational fishing industry, and tourism. Yet, some people
suspect that it was clearly driven by politics, further believing that
large land owners benefitted the most, by having taxpayers pay
for the reservoir. Another viewpoint suggests that Zapata
residents were forced to sell their homes and ranches at
extremely low prices. Suffice it to say that the topic remains
contentious to this day.

Appropriately, The Kingdom of Zapata starts with a detailed description of the Escandón
era. Truly, it is a gold mine for those seeking specifics of our how Zapata came to be. Of
significance is the fact that when Colonel José de Escandón established over 20 Villas del Norte
in Nuevo Santander, he approved only two to be built on the east side of the Rio Grande. One
is in what’s now Zapata County (Dolores, 1749), and the other one in Webb County (Laredo,
1755), about 30 miles upstream.
The book also describes Porción family history (i.e., Ramírez, Gutiérrez, de la Garza Falcón)
of old Falcón, the first community to be inundated and the source of the name “Falcón” Lake.
Among dozens of ranchos, featured are the Bustamante (Comitas) Ranch (22,000 acres)
and Randado. Recorded is the fact that Randado encompassed over 45,000 acres. For all
intents, it was a self-sustaining community. Its ample stock of cattle, horses, and mules were
extensively marketed in Mexico and as far north as San Antonio. Randado was the place to
buy local hand-made ropes and lassos said to be unequalled in quality.
As for Zapata itself, it was a settlement officially established with its own post office as
Carrizo on January 16, 1854. Though, nearby San Ygnacio was settled in 1830. Then, Carrizo
was changed to San Bartolo in 1871. Shortly
however, it was reestablished as Carrizo in 1874.
Finally, on May 2, 1901, its name was changed to
Zapata, honoring local rancher, community
leader, and independence warrior, Colonel José
Antonio Zapata.
One of the first county judges in Zapata
County (inaugurated in 1858) was José Antonio G.
Navarro, son of José Antonio Navarro, signer of
the Texas Declaration of Independence. How did
San Antonio’s famous Navarro family end up in
Zapata?
After the 1836 Texas Revolution, the Anglos
betrayed their Tejano allies and drove many of the leading families south, such as Seguín, Leal,
Músquiz, and Navarro. Most crossed the border in exile into Mexico. However, Judge Navarro
and his extended family settled in with my ancestors in Zapata on this side of the border.
On a personal note, my mother, Maria de la Luz Sánchez Uribe de López, born and raised
in San Ygnacio, told me she named me José Antonio in honor of Judge Navarro at the request
of my grandfather, Zapata County Sheriff Ignacio Sánchez.
The book then describes in great and vivid detail the various communities of Uribeño, San
Ygnacio, Falcón, Ramireño, Lopeño, and Zapata. San Ygnacio is special to me because our
ancestral home (the Treviño-Uribe Homestead) is located there.
While San Ygnacio today has a population of about 700, the small town has seen its share
of historical events. For example, plans for the short-lived Republic of the Rio Grande were
formulated here.
Also, it is recorded that when Porfirio Diaz was in the U.S. collecting funds and supplies for
his revolution, he bought 40 mules from my great, great Grandfather, Blas Maria Uribe to carry

the war materiel to Mexico. By the same token, it was from San Ygnacio, Texas that Catarino
Garza, who later rebelled against President Diaz, carried out an armed attack against Diaz
military forces across the Rio Grande in San Ygnacio, Mexico.
As well, San Ygnacio saw its share of gunfire resulting from several liberty and
independence movements acting out on its streets. Coincidentally, one of the wooden beams
(vigas) in the Treviño-Uribe Home is inscribed by the words “En paz y libertad, obremos” (In
peace and liberty, let us work together), attributed to great Grandpa Blas Maria Uribe.
While this article focuses on the book, “Kingdom of Zapata”, discussion of Falcón Dam’s
impact on the region would be incomplete without mentioning cousin Maria Eva Uribe de
Ramírez’ book, “60 Years Ago – Zapata County under Waters of Falcón Dam, (Including
Guerrero, Tamaulipas, Mexico (1953-2013).”
The book’s dedication page cleverly entitled “Trail of Fears,” describes the
outcome: “Heartwarmly dedicated to all the families who, in
the name of progress, lost their cherished possessions and
spirits of being forever submerged in the depths of the waters
of Falcón Dam. Prayers to All!”
She goes on to describe her inspiration for writing about
the devastating events on local families. As a ten-year-old
caught up in the emotion of the historic event, she witnessed
the first day of flooding of her ancestral and historical town of
Falcón Viejo.
In my view, Maria Eva Ramírez’ book’s aim is three-fold. (l)
To present detailed background of Falcón Dam’s official
planning and construction; (2) Contain several historical
documents; and (3) Offer a large compilation of interesting
pictures, displaying how the dam affected the daily lives of
local families.
Indeed, it is a visual 60-year tour of the region. Prima Maria
Eva hopes her work inspires the young generation of Zapata
descendants to learn about and never forget the importance of
preserving our ancestors’ pioneer history.
In summary, it’s fitting to finish this article with wisdom and hope for tomorrow as
expressed at the end of “The Kingdom of Zapata”: “Zapata County was wild once… It flames no
more. Its tale is told. It lives with its memories, and its ghosts. Peace is now its portion. It was
once an Indian village. Soon it will be a modern city.”
About the Author: José “Joe” Antonio López was born and raised in Laredo, Texas, and is a USAF
Veteran. He now lives in Universal City, Texas. He is the author of several books. His latest is
“Preserving Early Texas History (Essays of an Eighth-Generation South Texan), Volume 2”. Books are
available through Amazon.com. Lopez is also the founder of the Tejano Learning Center, LLC,
and www.tejanosunidos.org, a Web site dedicated to Spanish Mexican people and events in U.S.
history that are mostly overlooked in mainstream history books.

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held January 8, 2020 at La Fonda Restaurant
Submitted by Joe Perez
Attendance:

Joe Aguayo, Mike Aguayo, Ricardo Backal, Rafael Cavazos, Cindy Flores, Frank Galindo, Karla
Galindo, Joe González, Stella González, Monica Aguayo Johnson, Joe Perez, Gustavo Rodriguez,
Janie Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez Jr., Joe Weathersby, Vedia Weathersby
The meeting was called to order at 7:26 by Governor Joe Perez.
The Invocation was given by Chaplain Joe González.
Manny Rodriguez, Jr. led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Joe Perez introduced all of our guests.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for November. We had a
Beginning Balance of $4,735.94. We had Expenses of $1,277.45 for National Dues, guest
speaker’s dinner, 2 tricorn hats and historical telescope for display table, a returned check
plus fee, and office supplies for Treasurer. We had Income of $1,551.40 from dues,
Christmas party registrations, the sale of brooches, blazons and books, and interest on
account. This left an Ending Balance of $5,009.89. Then the December report was given.
We had a Beginning Balance of $5,009.89. We had expenses of $1,044.07 for payment to
La Fonda for Christmas party and Teacher’s Packets for the Education Committee. We had
income of $650.40 for Christmas party registrations, dues and donations. This left an
Ending Balance of $4,616.22. A motion to accept the report was made by Mike Aguayo and
seconded by Karla Galindo. After a vote, the motion carried.
 Joe Perez announced the birthdays for January. For Johnny Rodriguez, Delia Rodriguez,
Briana Perez, Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez, Kate Bolcar, Olga Lizcano, Zena Reynoso, Jesse
Guerra, Mario Martinez, Reyna Araiza, Mike Aguayo, Melissa Zamora and Stan Bradford.
Joe Perez then presented a Yo Solo award to Joe González for his tireless efforts in chairing
the Education Committee and its multiple projects, for serving as our chapter’s Chaplain
and for his participation in several of our events.
 Education Committee Chair Joe González reported that his committee has finalized the
Teacher’s Packets. He presented one of the packets with the new pocket folders that have
a portrait of Gálvez on the front and teacher resources inside. Committee member Rafael
Cavazos announced that the committee continues to work on developing a documentary
about Gálvez.
 Joe Perez read a report sent in from Drum Major Ricardo Rodriguez which mentioned
continuing to work on the uniforms and music, monthly practices, adding a marching
event to our calendar, supporting the standing committees, increasing the knowledge of
our musicians regarding Gálvez and the role of musicians in his army.






 Joe Perez mentioned the new Visibility Committee, chaired by Melissa Zamora, and its role
in maintaining our group’s public image and standing in the community. He said that
Melissa is looking for volunteers to serve on that committee.
 Stella González announced what she will be doing as our chapter’s Archivist in gathering,
cataloging and preserving files, photos, articles, etc. about our chapter.
 Gustavo Rodriguez and Ricardo Backal presented historical documents signed by José de
Gálvez. They gave information on the interesting documents and allowed everyone to
view them.
 Manny Rodriguez, Jr. announced that, as a Senior at Missouri Valley College, he is working
on his Senior thesis about Spain’s participation in the American Revolution and will have
Bernardo de Gálvez as one of many discussion topics in the thesis. He will submit it for
competition and could possibly win an award for his research and presentation.
 Joe Perez announced Old Business that dues are due and that New Business had been
given in the committee reports. Joe then gave the State of the Chapter Report with a slide
show presentation.
 Stella González announced that she will be giving a presentation as Juana Navarro Alsbury
at the Texas Living History Association Annual Conference at the Landmark Inn in
Castroville on January 26th. Joe Aguayo mentioned that we should invite singers from San
Luis Potosí since they are beautiful to hear. Joe Perez announced that we will be ordering
Granadero y Damas de Gálvez business cards for some of the officers who will be meeting
with outside entities regarding Granaderos business as well as for members to have.
 Governor Joe Perez adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.

Recent Internet Articles
DAR in Port Arthur, TX, Celebrates Louisiana Ancestors
https://www.panews.com/2019/12/26/daughters-of-the-american-revolution-celebrates-revolutionary-ancestors/

First Christmas in America Celebrated in Spanish
(Sent by Dr. Evaristo Martínez-Radio Garrido)
https://blogs.elconfidencial.com/mundo/arlington-bridge/2019-12-28/sabias-que-fue-un-extremeno-quiencelebro-la-primera-navidad-en-estados-unidos_2390476/

Spanish Heritage in the United States of America
(Sent by Dr. Evaristo Martínez-Radio Garrido)
https://espanolesdecuba.info/la-herencia-espanola-en-los-estados-unidos-de-america/

THANK YOU! to all Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez who contributed to our donation of toys to
the Children’s Shelter this past Christmas. You helped make a difference in children’s lives.

