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Getting The Word Out
It’s fair to say that, during this pandemic, many things are not as
they would normally be, however, an author once wrote that in
adversity, one may find the seed for great opportunity.
We have not been able to meet in person for our monthly
meetings and that has certainly been missed, however, we have
taken advantage of the online meeting service called Zoom. While,
not everyone has the capability to get on the Zoom meetings, it has allowed those who can get
on to see and hear fellow members that we otherwise would not. With all the quarantining, it
is nice to see and hear our friends at least once a month and keep up with what we, as a
group, are doing. We also get to see and hear an interesting presentation from a guest
speaker every month too.
It turns out that Zoom has also opened up new opportunities for us as well. It has opened
the door to a new way for us to reach audiences in educating them on Spain’s participation in
the American Revolution, which is our mission. Our Governor has taken advantage of the
Zoom platform. In September, he gave a presentation to a history class at St. Philips College.
On January 7th, he gave a presentation to a Sons of the American Revolution chapter in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, and on January 23rd, he gave another
presentation to the 1718 San Antonio Founding Families &
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Next Meeting
Wednesday, February 3
7:30 p.m. via Zoom
Meeting Link:

to our
February babies!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81680320401

Speaker:

José González
Presentation:
The Gálvez Lineage:
Patriots and Warriors
In Spain’s History

Feb 4
Jesse Villarreal, Sr.
Feb 13
Manny Rodriguez, Jr.
Feb 15
Joe Aguayo
Feb 28
Ricardo Rodriguez

Governor
Joe Perez

Where Are You?

Deputy Governor
Alex Zamora

So you say you can’t make it out to the restaurant for
our monthly meetings? That’s okay, because we’re not
meeting there anyway due to the pandemic.
However, we are still meeting…on the internet. We still
have the camaraderie of seeing and hearing our fellow
members on a monthly basis and we still get to see and
hear a presentation about history from a guest speaker,
which continue to be outstanding.
The Zoom program is easy to download on your
computer and it’s free. We’d love to see you soon.

Treasurer
Manny Rodriguez
Secretary
Janie Rodriguez
Drum Major
Ricardo Rodriguez
Chaplain
Joe González

New Members
Fidel & Juanita Santos
Apolonio Fidel Santos
A native of Laredo, Texas, Fidel is a registered Engineer in the State of Texas and a member
of the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE). He is a past member and president of the
American Petroleum Institute Border Chapter (API) and has authored a number of technical
papers.
Fidel has been an active member of the Houston Chapter of the Granaderos y Damas de
Gálvez for several years. He presently serves as Governor General of the Granaderos y Damas
de Gálvez, over all the chapters.
A seventh-generation Texan, Fidel is a member of the 1718 San Antonio Founding Families
and Descendants and serves on the board of The Houston Hispanic Genealogical Society.
In his free time, Fidel’s hobbies are woodworking, genealogy and digitizing & repairing
family photos.

Juanita Garza Santos
Juanita was born in Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas, and raised in Laredo, Texas. Juanita’s
ancestors were Texas pioneers from Duval and Bexar Counties.
Juanita is a member of the Granaderos y Damas de Galvez, a member of the 1718 San
Antonio Founding Families and Descendants, a member of First Families of Bexar and serves
on the board of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, Villa de San Agustin de Laredo
Chapter, as well as several genealogical organizations.
Juanita enjoys reading, genealogy and gardening.

Welcome, Fidel & Juanita. We’re so glad to have you as members!

Recent Article on the Internet
14the Colony – New Book about the Gulf South
This article is about a book on British West Florida and includes information about Gálvez’s
role in the American Revolution. It can be seen at the link below.
https://www.ajc.com/life/14th-colony-subject-of-new-ook/X4WK75FOKJHKZLRSDOS3DSJPGA/

OUR FIRST HISPANIC PRESIDENT
By Robert H. Thonhoff

Many Americans today wonder when our first
Hispanic president might be elected. Not to worry—we
have already had him—and who could be better than
George Washington! Let me explain.
George Washington, our nation’s first president to be
elected under the Constitution, was born on February 22,
1732, some 280 years ago. In the course of time, Americans
have come to remember/commemorate/celebrate his
birthday every February 22nd. One of the largest George
Washington birthday parties in our nation is celebrated each
year in Laredo, Texas. Once considered as an anomaly, a
George Washington Birthday Celebration in Laredo, Texas, of
all places, is now, with recent genealogical discoveries, a most fitting and appropriate
occasion.
People tend to be short-sighted when it comes to genealogy, and most people can only
go back a couple of generations to their grandparents or great grandparents. But in reality, we
all should honestly go back thousands of years of human history to our genealogical roots, and
we would find that all human beings are related, at least as cousins. [How appropriately the
online magazine Somos Primos has been so named!]
To prove the point that George Washington was our first Hispanic President, one needs
to follow, in part, the maternal line, which, unfortunately, tends to be disregarded and/or
forgotten in most genealogies. In the case of George Washington, one must follow the line of
his maternal great grandmother, Mildred Reade, and then course backwards through time.
According to the research and article by John Inclan in the December 2009 issue of
Somos Primos and research and writing done by others in the reference section at the bottom
of this article, George Washington’s ancestry courses back through time to the three Edwards
of England: King Edward III (1327-1377); King Edward II (1284-1327); and to King Edward I
(circa 1244-1290), who was and is considered by many people as the greatest of all English
kings.

Then one must look at the wife of King Edward I, who mothered a number of his
children, and we would find that her name was Queen Eleanor of Castile (circa
1239-1307).
Next, one would be quite surprised to learn that the father of Eleanor of Castile was
none other than Fernando III of Spain (1199-1252), considered by many to have been the
greatest of all Spanish kings.
Finally, one would probably be astounded to learn that King Ferdinand III, called “El
Santo” for centuries, was canonized as a saint in 1671 and is remembered as San Fernando,
after whom many a church in the Western Hemisphere is named, including San Fernando
Cathedral in San Antonio, Texas, the oldest, continuous cathedral in Texas!
It is clear that the “Father of Our Country,” George Washington, was abundantly
endowed with some very good Spanish genes that go back to the great Spanish king and saint,
San Fernando—and beyond!
Based on the foregoing information that was written in an article (referenced below) by
Claude Stanush from the genealogy discovered by Retired USMC Lieutenant Colonel Randolph
S. D. Lockwood, both of San Antonio, Texas, and both creditable researchers, who would you,
dear reader, think was “The First Hispanic President of the United States of America”? Was it
not George Washington?
George Washington was truly an “All-American President” with whom many people of
various nationalities and ethnicities can identify, as is shown by the following listing of other
ancestors of Washington in descending order from King Edward I:
Edward I, King of England, born 1244
Henry III, King of England, born 1207.
Llewellyn the Great, born 1173
William the Lion, King of Scotland, born in 1143
Geoffrey Plantagenet, founded Plantagenet line
of English kings, born in 1113
William the Conqueror, born in 1027
Malcolm III, King of Scotland, crowned in 1058
Duncan I, King of Scotland, slain by MacBeth in 1041
Hugh Capet, King of France, born in 938
Rollo the Dane, Viking king, died 932
Alfred the Great, born in 849
Roderick the Great, King of Wales, born 844
Sveide the Viking, born in 780
Egbert, First King of all England, died 839

Charlemagne, Emperor of the West, born in 742
Charles Martel, King of France, died 741
Anne of Tintagl Castle, daughter of Uther Pendragon,
King of Britain, 496; sister of King Arthur of the
Roundtable, born in 501
Clovis, King of the Franks, born in 466
Boadicea, Queen of Britain, defeated by the Romans, A.D. 62
How fortunate we Americans are to have George Washington as our First President,
who established many precedents! He could have chosen, for instance, to be addressed as
“King,” “Your Highness,” or some other royal title, but he chose instead to be called simply,
“Mr. President,” a tradition which continues today.
¡Viva George Washington!
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Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held January 6, 2021 via Zoom on the internet
Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez

Attendance:
Governor Joe Perez, Sally Avila, Stan Bradford, Stella González, Joe González, Janie Rodriguez,
Manny Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez Jr., Anthony Rodriguez, Alex Zamora, Melissa Zamora,
Cliff Normand, Jason Bourgeois, Ricky Reyes, Jesse Villarreal, Cindy Flores, Charlie Carvajal,
Michael Cristian, Gus Martinez. The Co-host was Dama Melissa Zamora.
The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez. The Invocation was given
by Chaplain Joe González. Dama Janie Rodriguez led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report. December showed a Savings
account Balance of 1,313.74 with Tiered Rate Annual Percentage Yield of 0.83, making savings
account balance 1,314.56. The checking account had a Beginning Balance of $3,926.07. We
received 90.00 in membership dues. We had Expenses of $16.00 for the monthly Zoom
account to conduct our meetings, gift card for outgoing secretary 28.44, uniform repair 21.55,
and purchase of miter 150.00. We received $0.32 from interest on our account which left an
Ending Balance of $3,800.40. A motion to accept the report was made by Ricky Reyes and
seconded by Jesse Villarreal. After a vote, the motion carried.
Governor Joe explained that Treasurer Manny Rodriguez sent reminder letters to all members
for 2021 Dues. This letter includes a return envelope.
Joe announced the birthdays for January.
The Education Committee Reported they met on January 2, 2021. Chairman Joe González
reported the teacher packets were ready for disbursement last spring and did not go out due
to cancelation of the school year. The packets will be ready for disbursement when school
resumes, hopefully, in the fall. The committee also reviewed the narrative written for the
video of Gálvez that Rafael Cavazos is working on. It has been determined this narrative
needs minor corrections at this time. Committee members will be working on this and are
scheduled to meet again in February.

The Gàlvez Stamp Committee Chairman, Manny Rodriguez, Reported they will have their first
meeting on 1/07/2021.
Our guest speaker was Gus Martinez. He gave a presentation on Jungle Warfare 1779: Spain,
the Revolution and Central America. The PowerPoint presentation was very interesting and
informative.
After a short Q&A, and nothing more for the good of the order, Governor Perez adjourned
the meeting at 9:05.

There’s something nostalgic about our Zoom meetings but I can’t put my finger on it.

