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Robert H. Thonhoff Award
Our chapter has instituted an annual award to be given to an individual who applies for the
award and is selected by the committee to receive it. A committee consisting of volunteer
members of our chapter will be formed that will establish the criteria for earning the award,
judging the entries and what the award will contain. Dama Elizabeth Perez will chair the
committee and any chapter member can volunteer to be on the committee.
Dama Elizabeth Perez has a Master’s Degree in Education and has taught in the public and
private school systems since 1987 and has held several teaching and administrative positions
including school principal in both systems.
The award is named for Honorary Granadero Robert H. Thonhoff, who has worked
tirelessly for more than forty five years educating the public about General Gálvez, Spain’s
participation in the American Revolution and the cattle herded from Texas to Louisiana to feed
the troops of Gálvez during our War of Independence. The working title for this award is
shown in the title above but the committee will determine the final name of the award. The
final title will retain Judge Thonhoff’s name to perpetually honor his decades of service to our
organization.
Over the years, Robert Thonhoff has been a teacher, historian, author, county judge as
well as an Honorary Governor General of our chapter
and President of the Texas State Historical Association.
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Next Meeting
Wednesday, February 2
7:30 p.m. via Zoom
Meeting Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84100518851?pwd=Tkh
SOGdDT2dTNTU5aDFXeGwrV0NaUT09

Speaker:
Robert Freeland

Presentation:
Louisiana’s Isleños:
The Legacy of Bernardo de Gálvez

Canary Islanders are an important part of San Antonio
history. They are also an important part of Lousiana history.
Robert Freeland, the Guest Speaker at our next
meeting, is a historian and public speaker who gives tours
and presentations at the historic Cabildo in New Orleans.
Mr. Freeland will let us know how Canary Islanders got
to Louisiana, the role they played in its history and how
they carry on their heritage to this day.
We are in for a real treat as Mr. Freeland will give his
presentation from the Isleños Museum in St. Bernard,
Louisiana. So, Zoom in to our meeting on February 2 nd for
the presentation “Louisiana’s Isleños: The Legacy of
Bernardo de Gálvez.”
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Remembering Members
Who Passed in 2021
Dr. G. Roland Vela
Dr. G. Roland Vela passed on January 26, 2021. He and his wife,
Emma, lived in Denton, Texas, and were members of the San Antonio
Chapter. They enjoyed being members and went to Spain with the group.
Dr. Vela earned a Ph.D. in microbiology and biochemistry from the
University of Texas. He directed the research of 20 doctoral students,
including Dr. Joel Escamilla, a Past Governor of our Chapter.
One of his many accomplishments is that he authored the book,
Bernardo de Gálvez: Spanish Hero of the American Revolution. Like all of
us, he was fascinated when he learned about Gálvez.

Henry De Leon, Jr.
Henry De Leon, Jr. passed on February 23, 2021. He was
the last surviving founding member of our organization. He
was one of the six original uniformed members when our
group was started in 1975.
Henry was also a member of the Canary Islands
Descendants Association. Henry was a talented hairdresser
and ran successful beauty salons in San Antonio for over sixty
years. Henry started our chapter’s Annual 4th of July Patriotic
Ceremony at Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery.

Elizabeth “Betty” Salinas
Betty Salinas passed on July 13, 2021. She and her late husband Jim
were very active in our chapter up until health issues kept them from
attending meetings and participating in events. She and Jim both went
with the group on a trip to Spain. Betty loved being a member of our
organization and participated in several projects throughout the years
with the group.
Betty had a wonderful sense of humor and always found a way to
make people laugh.

The Camels are Coming!
The Camels are Coming to
San Antonio!
By Rueben M. Perez

A loud, shrill voice was heard and bells were ringing to warn those in the way, “the camels
are coming, the camellos are coming” yelled a man on a horse leading a camel caravan
approaching the city of San Antonio on June 18, 1856. San Antonio, at the time, was only 7,000
in population, but why would camels (camellos in Spanish) come to San Antonio? A little
background history may help explain. Texas was admitted to the U.S. in March, 1845, and
since there was no military reservation, buildings were rented for the military. The new post
would be called, “The Post at San Antonio” and included the San Antonio Depot. San Antonio
became an assembly point when war with Mexico broke out in 1846. Troops assembled and
camped at Camp Crockett near San Pedro Springs. The Alamo was without a roof at the time
and became the main storage point for supplies and equipment, including the long barracks
for quarters. The military in San Antonio was responsible for receiving supplies from the Gulf
coast and distributing the supplies to the frontier posts. The new frontier of Texas stretched
over a distance of thirteen hundred miles of harsh terrain making it costly to transport
supplies. Jefferson Davis, Secretary of War, felt the use of camels would be a possible solution
to transport men and supplies on the western frontier of Texas. In October 1855, the
Headquarters of the Department of Texas was moved back to San Antonio from Corpus Christi.
Robert E. Lee was stationed in San Antonio prior to the Civil War and was
the 2nd Cavalry Regiment post commander at the San Antonio Barracks and
commander of the Department of Texas in 1860. The Texas environment and
hostile Indians were hard on the soldiers. In 1845, a Quartermaster Depot
was established and the Post of San Antonio provided security, escorts and
served as a supply depot to eight different posts and ten other federal
installations. Major Babbitt was responsible for adding the roof, a second
floor and the familiar facade on the Alamo.
LTC Robert E. Lee
In 1853, the San Antonio Depot had 72 wagons operated by soldiers and
56 more by contractors. In the same year, Jefferson Davis noted in his Annual Report that
some of the military operations, transportation difficulties and reconnaissance in the western
deserts could be solved by the use of dromedaries (one hump camels). In 1855, Congress
approved Davis’ recommendation for the purchase of camels and appropriated $30,000.00 to
test their suitability for the Army’s use in the West. By 1856, about one in four U.S. soldiers
were stationed at one of the 18 forts in Texas. San Antonio, being the center where all roads
converged, became the headquarters for the Military District and logistical hub for supplying
the distant garrisons. The challenges of moving the goods to a vast semi-arid landscape
resulted in Secretary of War Jefferson Davis’ experiment with camels in lieu of horses and

mules. Maj. H.C. Wayne was in charge of the project and traveled to the coast of North Africa
and spent $12,000 for 33 camels, three Arabs and two Turks. After landing at Indianola, due to
bad weather, the camels were finally unloaded on April 29, 1856 to make the trip to Camp
Verde going through Port Lavaca, Victoria, Cuero and San Antonio.
The first stop in San Antonio was 12 miles south of the city
and arrangements were made to take the camels to San Pedro
Springs for food and water. The townspeople heard the yell,
“Camels are coming!” and heard the bells. What a sight to
see, however, problems developed and they moved the
camels 12 miles further to Medina River Ranch as the soldiers
were distracted by the town’s cantinas and bars.
Painting to right:Camels arrive in Indianola, Frank Vohsing, artist

U.S. Camel Corps
Before the Civil War

A second importation of camels of forty-one followed and also
quartered at Camp Verde which is 60 miles northwest of San Antonio.
Verde in Spanish is “green” and that was part of the name given to
Verde Creek by early Spanish explorers. Camp Verde, U.S. Army
frontier post, was established on July 8, 1855 on the northern bank of
Verde Creek in southern Kerr County.

The picture of Camp Verde to the right shows the
officers’ quarters and is now the only remaining building on
site. The rest of the buildings burned down in 1910. During
the Civil War, Union soldiers were held by Confederates at a
nearby prison.
Over all, the camels proved to be successful in accomplishing the goals for which they
were purchased, however, the soldiers did not hold them in high regards and treated the
animals cruelly. The camels returned the cruelty in kind. They were not docile like the mules
and panicked other animals used by the Army, and smelled horribly. In September 1856, the
camels were put to their first trial when six mule wagons and six camels went to the Alamo
depot to take oats and feed back to Camp Verde.
Even though the mule wagons carried a heavier load, the trip took 96 hours for the mules
to rest and they had to follow a longer route. A second trip taken by the camels in a
downpour of rain and took only 54 hours. The preliminary tests were successful; however,
further extensive tests were needed. This time a long-distance trial would be conducted from
Texas to California. In front of San Fernando Church in San Antonio, on the morning of June 16,
1857, a caravan of mules, horses and men waited for the camels from Camp Verde.
Anticipation was high on the evening of June 21; a sound of jingling bells was heard from a
distance, then one, two and finally twenty five camels were in sight.

After the expedition formed in San Antonio, they
traveled to West Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada,
California and back. That was a successful journey and
was followed by another expedition in October, 1858,
for a winter survey of the route from New Mexico to
Fort Smith Arkansas. That also had a successful
outcome. In 1859, another trip using camels was made
to map the Trans-Pecos area, using San Antonio as the
staging area. That was followed by another expedition
to the Big-Bend area in June 1860.
Picture Right: Camels in Texas by Tom Lovell

In February 1861, Texas seceded from the Union. In San Antonio, David E. Twiggs,
Commander of the Department of Texas, was ordered to surrender to the Confederate forces.
Benjamin McCulloch of the Confederacy was told that if Twiggs didn’t surrender, McCulloch
was to take it by force. Twiggs capitulated and surrendered all military posts and property
under his command including the camels at Camp Verde, which he never did like. Twiggs later
joined the Confederacy and become major general of the Confederate States of America in the
District of Louisiana.
During the tenure of the Confederates’ possession of Camp Verde, the camels were
somewhat neglected or wandered off, while some carried goods and cotton from San Antonio
to Mexico. Some camels served the needs of the Confederate Postal Department. After the
war in July 1865, the federal government withheld funds for the camels. They were moved to
San Antonio to sell at a government auction and the San Antonio connection with the U.S.
Army’s camels ended. Today, the Texas Camel Corps is alive and well in Waco, Texas, at Doug
Baum’s farm. Baum takes his nine camels for historical reenactments to educate people about
camels and the contributions they made in Texas history.

The Camp Verde Store: Exclusive Interview
While researching the story on camels, I
remembered taking a days’ excursion to the vicinity of
Camp Verde, a picturesque drive in the hill country.
Nearby the old post was Camp Verde General Store
and Post Office, which now includes a restaurant.
Wanting to find out more about the store, I called a
friend, Linda Barfield, knowing that her ancestors had
a hand in the store and asked for an interview. She
graciously accepted, along with her sister, Donna. The
Photo used by permission from Linda & Donna
store I saw was not the original store for Camp Verde
and nearby residents. As a matter of historical interest, the original store was located across
the road from the present-day store and was built of wood as shown in the rare and exclusive
picture above.

The original store was the W.I. New Cash Store and Post Office. Notice the term cash store
indicating cash only for purchases. Standing in the doorway was Linda’s great grandfather,
William Boney New, and wife Susan Virginia New. On the far left is their son, William Isaac
New, who later took over the store. William and Susan had a total of eleven children. He
basically raised livestock and farmed, while Virginia was Postmaster and believed to be the
first female postmaster in Texas. The military post and camels were about a mile down from
the store. The store opened on limited days and always around payday for the soldiers.
Unfortunately, the store burned down and a new store across the road was built.
References:
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Recent Article on the Internet
Season 2 Episode 7: Bernardo de Gálvez
This is a podcast about Bernardo de Gálvez and his role in our War of Independence.
You can listen to the 11-minute podcast at the link shown below.
https://podcasts.apple.com/es/podcast/season-2-episode-7-bernardo-deg%C3%A1lvez/id1544057615?i=1000539860157
Our good friend in Spain, Dr. Evaristo C. Martinez-Radio Garrido, has a
new book recently published by the Silex Publishing House in Madrid. The
book is titled Ser prisionero de guerra entre la Ilustración y Napoleón. Una
aproximación por casos particulares / Being a prisoner of war between the
Enlightenment and Napoleon. A case study approach.
It can be purchased at the following link:
https://www.polifemo.com/libros/ser-prisionero-de-guerra-en-epoca-decambios-del-siglo-xvii-a-napoleon-una-aproximacion-por-casosparticulares/252475/

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held January 5, 2022 at La Fonda Restaurant
Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez

Attendance:
Governor Joe Perez, Charlie Carvajal, Tom Castanos, Tito Fernandez III, Cynthia Flores, Emily
Guerra, Jesse Guerra, Elizabeth Perez, Ricky Reyes, Delia Rodriguez, John Rodriguez, Janie
Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez
The meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez.
The Invocation was submitted by Chaplain Joe González and presented by Governor Joe Perez.
Dama Janie Rodriguez led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s report. The October Bank Statement showed
a Savings account balance of 1,317.86 with no activity for the month. The checking account
beginning balance for December was $6,959.04. Expenses were; Payment to Zoom $16.00, La
Paloma restaurant for Christmas party $841.05. Incoming Funds: Christmas party payments
totaled 200.00 and 2022 membership dues totaling 315.00. End of month balance for
December is $6,616.99. A motion to accept the report was made by Charlie Carvajal and
seconded by Liz Perez. After a vote, the motion carried.
Governor Joe announced the birthdays for the month of January.
Governor Joe read a report submitted by Education committee Chairman Joe González, who
was unable to attend. The report was as follows: "My Committee report is that we've
presented to 10 of the 11 schools who signed up for our services.
The remaining one is in Fredericksburg & is scheduled for 02
February (during Catholic Schools Week) but we're also in the
process of contacting the remaining Catholic schools who MISSED
THE OPPORTUNITY to have us come out during our 1st round of
presentations. I'm keeping a positive attitude towards making this
happen."
Gàlvez Stamp Committee Chairman Manny Rodriguez stated that
at this time there is no other information other than having other
organizations submit letters.

Guest Speaker Tom Castanos
with Governor Joe Perez

Governor Joe introduced our guest speaker for the evening. Tom
Castanos gave an enlightening presentation titled From Native
Hunters to Spanish Farmers. After a short question and answer session the meeting was
adjourned at 8:23 by Governor Joe Perez.

