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ONFERRING HONORARY CITIZENSHIP ON BERNARDO DE GALVEZ Y MADRID, VISCOUNT 
OF GALVESTON AND COUNT OF GALVEZ 
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the consideration of H.J. Res. 105.  The 
PRESIDING OFFICER. The clerk will report the joint resolution by title.  The assistant legislative clerk read as 
follows:  A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 105) conferring honorary citizenship on Bernardo de Galvez y Madrid, 
Viscount of Galveston and Count of Galvez.  There being no objection, the Senate proceeded to consider the joint 
resolution.  Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent that the joint resolution be read a third time and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered made and laid upon the table.  The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.  The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 105) was ordered to a third reading, was read the third 
time, and passed. 
 
Above is the Senate Resolution to confer honorary citizenship to Bernardo de Gálvez.  President Obama signed the 
resolution into law on December 16 and Gálvez has become only the eighth Honorary U.S. Citizen in history. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Picture Perfect - Finally 
 
On Tuesday, December 9, a portrait of Bernardo de Gálvez was hung 

in the meeting room of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee honoring 
an agreement between Congress and Oliver Pollock back in 1783.  Teresa 
Valcarce initiated the movement and through her persistence as well as 
support from various groups throughout the country (like 
our group), saw it to fruition.  In the span of eight days, 
we have witnessed this portrait of Gálvez being hung in 
Congress and Gálvez being bestowed the status of 
Honorary U.S. Citizen.  !Viva Gálvez! 

(Photo at right shows Teresa with the portrait.) 
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      Next Meeting 
 

      Wednesday, Jan. 7 
   Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine 
          5440 Babcock Rd 
  Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:15 
                Guest Speaker: 
            Joe Perez 
      What Every Granadero 
     And Dama Should Know 
    About Bernardo de Gálvez      
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday To Our January Babies 
 

Briana Perez  1/8   Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez  1/8 
   
  Olga Lizcano  1/9   Zena Pagan  1/11 
 
  Jesse Guerra  1/14  Stan Bradford  1/30 

   

Upcoming Events 
 
Thursday, January 8           11:00 
Presentation to the Daughters of the 
American Revolution San Antonio 
de Bexar Chapter. 
 

 
The Guest Speaker at our next meeting 

will be Joe Perez.  Joe currently serves as the 
Governor of the San Antonio Chapter and 
has been a Granadero de Gálvez for the past 
20 years.  He has served the San Antonio 
Chapter as Secretary in 1996, Governor from 
1997 to 2000 and again from 2012 to the 
present.  Joe also served as Governor General 
from 2001 to 2002 and again in 2014.  His 
father and mother were founding members 
of the group and his wife and daughter have 
been members for several years.  He has 
enjoyed the camaraderie within the group 
and has learned much about history from 
other members over the years.  He delights 
in teaching others about General Gálvez and 
Spain’s contributions to the creation of our 
country. 

At our next meeting, Joe will give a 
presentation that he hopes will help other 
members speak to the public about Gálvez. 



 

Remembering fondly, members we lost in 2014 
 
Tito Fernandez was a long-time Granadero.  He 

served as Deputy Governor from 1997 through 2000 
then Governor in 2001 and 2002.  He gave much to the 
organization over the years.  Tito knew no strangers.    
He passed on June 26, 2014. 

Henry Alvarado was a Granadero for less than a 
year but participated in so many events, he made quite 
an impact on us.  Henry passed on January 13, 2014. 

We remember fondly these two Granaderos. 
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In Sympathy 
Our hearts go out to Granadero Drum Major Ricardo Rodriguez and his family.  Ricardo lost his father, 
Rodolfo Rodriguez, who went to be with the Lord on Tuesday, December 30th.   Please keep Ricardo and 
his family in your prayers. 

Welcome New Members 
~   Jesse O. Villarreal, Sr.   ~ 

 
Jesse has been a guest speaker at our meetings and very familiar with our organization.  He is a 

historian and genealogist and author of the book “Tejano Patriots of the American Revolution 1776-1783”, 
which won the La Bahia Award in 2013.  He recently published a companion book as a follow-up to his first 
book.  His new book is titled “Rosters of Tejano Patriots of the American Revolution 1776-1783”, which 
contains historical documentation of 51 rosters from 1776 to 1783, including rosters from San Antonio de 
Béxar and from La Bahía del Espritu Santo (now Goliad).  Some soldiers on these rosters herded cattle to 
Louisiana to feed the troops of Bernardo de Gálvez during the American Revolution.  Welcome, Jesse! 
 
 

~   Claire Rubiolo Steves   ~ 
 

Claire is a retired librarian of 19½ years at a private boy’s school and enjoyed dressing in costume for 
presentations on history.  Now widowed, she and her husband, Edward Steves III, put in a museum in the 
school library that is still a well-kept secret.  It rivals other museums and houses the original eleven by eight 
foot garrison flag of the Battle of Goliad owned by General Urea’s family, bought by a private collector and 
on loan to the museum.  Claire says, “I love history, especially the Texas missions, families, Spanish 
patriots, Canary Islanders and Native Americans.  Students need to know about Texas, the people who 
made it and fought for it.”  Welcome, Claire! 

 



 
 

Gálvez Rides Again!  
 

Michael Cristian, who lives in Corpus Christi, Texas, is a big fan of Bernardo de Gálvez and in a 
big way.  Just about every year, Micheal dons his historical representation of Bernardo de Gálvez and 

participates in the 4th of July parade.  He has read much about Gálvez and Spain’s 
contributions to the American Revolution and was inspired to teach others about 
this unsung hero. 

While there are not many in Corpus Christi who are aware of the heroic 
exploits of Gálvez, Michael dons a uniform, gets a friend to drive his truck while he 
stands in the truck bed as Gálvez through the 4th of July parade.  He found out 
about our organization through our website and contacted Governor Joe Perez 
through email to say “I’m thankful to your organization.”  It was nice for him to find 

out about us and it is just as nice to know he is out there also, educating people about Gálvez. 

 

2014 Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Christmas Party 
 
What a great time we had at this year’s Christmas party.  In addition to fun and games, we collected 

toys to be donated to the San Antonio Children’s 
Shelter.  Then, on December 17th we donated the toys 
to the shelter.  On hand were Elizabeth & James 
Salinas, Lucila & Roberto Flores and Joe Perez.   
Thanks go out to all who donated toys. 

News of Gálvez on the Internet 
Here are some links to recent articles about Gálvez that have appeared on the internet 

 
By Michael N. Henderson, Author of the award-winning book “Got Proof!”  An article from his website. 
http://michaelnhenderson.com/freedom-for-one-citizenship-for-the-other-two-signatures-235-years-apart/ 
 
By Jose Antonio Lopez which appeared in the San Antonio Express-News online edition MySA.com. 
http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/Historical-figure-G-lvez-gets-his-due-finally-
5953726.php 
 
By Regina Sotorrio. An article that appeared in SURInEnglish.com from Málaga, Spain. 
http://www.surinenglish.com/20141212/news/costasol-malaga/place-bernardo-galvez-201412121129.html 
<http://youtu.be/XDiUVI2rmDY> 
 
By Manuel Roig-Franzia.  An article that appeared in the Washington Post. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/a-picture-of-persistence-in-honoring-a-spanish-hero-of-the-
revolutionary-war/2014/10/30/d59cf296-5b95-11e4-b812-38518ae74c67_story.html?hpid=z1 
 
YouTube.com video of Teresa Valcarce speaking at the Gálvez portrait ceremony in D.C. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDiUVI2rmDY 

 



 
2014 was another great year for the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez San Antonio Chapter.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s ,  w e  d i d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  2 0 1 4 :  
 
   

  Conducted our first-ever Fife & Drum Clinic (Jan 25). Thanks Kate & Gerard! 
 
  Staffed a booth at the SAPD Memorial Festival (Mar 1), gave a living history 
  presentation at  the Maverick Library (Mar 8) and gave a presentation to the San 
  Antonio Genea-logical & Historical Society (Mar15). 
 
  Staffed a booth at the Tejeda History Faire & Culture 

Fest (Apr 5), marched in the Pilgrimage to the Alamo (Apr 21), marched in the 
King William Fair Parade (Apr 26) and staffed a booth at the fair. 
 
Gave a presentation at the Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School (May 16). 
 
Staffed a booth at the Witte Museum on Time Travel Day (Jun 14) and gave a 
presentation at a Youth Leadership Conference (Jun 25). 

 
Conducted our 30th Annual Fourth of July Patriotic Ceremony (Jul 4), led the Hyatt 
Hill Country Resort 4th of July Parade (Jul 4) and gave a presentation at the Farias 
Fun Day event (Jul 16). 
 
Gave a presentation at the Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference (Aug 
29). 
 

Conducted our National Meeting in St. Augustine, Florida (Oct 24-25) and staffed a booth 
at the San Antonio Founders Day event (Oct 25). 
 
Marched in a parade for the reopening of the Alamo Street Bridge (Nov 1), spoke with 
school children at the Spanish Governor’s Palace for the Heritage Tours (Nov 4), gave 

presentations at Krueger Middle School (Nov 11), and at 
Julia Newton Aue Elementary School (Nov 11), conducted 
our 14th Annual Salute To Veterans At The Alamo (Nov 11), 
gave a presentation at the Maverick Library (Nov 29) and 
served as Color Guard at the Patriot Prayer Breakfast (Nov 
29). 
 

We had our Christmas Party (Dec 6) and donated toys to the San Antonio Children’s Shelter (Dec17).  A 
portrait of Gálvez was hung in the Halls of Congress (Dec 9) and Honorary U.S. Citizenship was bestowed on 
Gálvez (Dec 16). 
 
We mourned the passing of Granaderos Tito Fernandez and Henry Alvarado. 
We welcomed new members Kate Bolcar & Gerard Cortese, Eileen Barrientos, 
Joaquin & Pauline Faz, Santos Villarreal, Col. Alan Huffines, Susan Thonhoff 
Rodriguez, Jesse & Deborah Guerra, Peter Baron, Dale John Joseph Leppard, 
Jesse O. Villarreal Sr. and Claire Rubiolo Steves. 
 
 

What A Year It Was! 



 

THE LAST BATTLE OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION BETWEEN SPAIN AND ENGLAND 

By Rueben M. Perez 

 
  

Seldom this battle gets mentioned even though it was the second battle that occurred 
west of the Mississippi River (St. Louis the first) and the last battle of the American Revolution 
between Spain and England.  It was not a battle between the American Colonies and Britain; it 
was a battle on Spanish territory between Spain and England and the only battle fought in 
what is now the state of Arkansas.  The battle took place in the Delta region about one hour 
southeast of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, near the intersection of the Arkansas and Mississippi River 
(modern-day Gillett, in Desha County on the banks of the Arkansas River).   

Although the American Revolution was over for the colonies when Lord Cornwallis 
surrendered to George Washington at Yorktown on October 19, 1781, for Spain it continued 
with the Battle of New Providence, Bahamas, May 8, 1782.  Peace negotiations ended with the 
Treaty of Paris of 1783 ending the war.  Bernardo de Gálvez returned to Spain in 1783 and was 
named to fill the position of Viceroy of New Spain arriving in Veracruz on May 26, 1785 and on 
to Mexico City in June. 

 
BATTLE OF ARKANSAS POST (FORT CARLOS):  (COLBERT RAID OR COLBERT INCIDENT) 

The Arkansas Post settlement was established in1686 by the French and over time, a series 
of forts, villages, and towns existed in the vicinity.  The “Post” initially was a trading base for 
the French and later a military post for the soldiers.  Spain gained control of the Post and area 
when France ceded the region at the end of the French and Indian War. 

Following the declaration of war against the British, in 1779, to avoid flooding, Spanish Lt. 
Balthazár de Villers moved the post back to Écores Rouges.  The settlers fearing attack insisted 
on building a fort they could seek protection in case of an attack.  Lt. Villiers had the fort 
rebuilt and named it Fort Carlos III after the king.  The Post Commander was Jacobo DuBreüil 
and forty Spanish soldiers were assigned to defend the fort along with help from their allies 
the Quapaw Indians.   



Throughout the war the British strategy was to capture Fort Carlos, thereby easily 
harassing the Spanish and American traffic on the Mississippi.  Captain James Colbert led 
British troops, a force of eighty-two consisted of British combatants and Chickasaw Native 
Americans.  Floating down the Mississippi they encountered two Spanish trading vessels and 
captured them.   

The skirmish of the last battle of the American Revolution between Spain and England took 
place two months following a preliminary peace treaty between Spain and Great Britain; 
however, news traveled slow and had not reached the Mississippi Valley until after the raid.  
Early in the morning of April 7, 1783, the British laid siege to the Spanish fort.  
AN ACCOUNT OF ‘COLBERT’S RAID.’ 

The Spanish Commander at Arkansas Post wrote the account to his superiors, recounting 
the raid: 

Jacobo du Breüil to Estevan Miro, May 5, 1783: 
† “Colbert entered this place on the seventeenth of last month, at 2:30 in the morning…at 

the head of a hundred whites and fourteen Chickasaws took possession of all of the houses, 
with no obstruction from a party of eight soldiers, a sergeant which forms the garrison of the 
fort.  They [Colbert’s party] seized the Lieutenant Don Luis de Villars with all his… The four 
principal men of the settlement with their families got away, escaping to the mountain with six 
others who were all that made up the village, except the women and children of the hunters.  
These got away and came to my house, not without danger.” 

He goes on to state: “As the first shot was at the Lieutenant’s house, with which they had 
broken the lock on the door, our garrison ran at once to that place and mixed with them, but as 
they were superior in numbers to us they killed two soldiers, the one belonging to the hunters 
and the other a negro of the neighborhood.  They seized the Point and five other soldiers.  The 
sergeant got away from three of them who were trying to take him, and ran like a rabbit.  Then 
they made no further movement to kill us when they knew that the sergeant had escaped, and 
then they took all of the people in the place prisoners and embarrassed us more by taking our 
cannon.  All of this happened in less than half an hour, when they decided to strike the fort, 
which due to its bad location one could approach within pistol shot before being seen.   

Then we began again a fight, which lasted from 3 o’clock in the morning until 9 o’clock, 
piercing like a sieve the palisades with carbines, but the bullets penetrated no more than an 
inch, because of the evergreen oak of which the palisades were made.  Of seeing this, I decided 
to make a formal blockade with artillery.  I decided that before giving them a chance to form a 
battery, that it would be good idea to make a great sally…With the four Arkansas [Quapaw 
Indians] who were fortunately in this post, this gave me fourteen men who had just escaped 
from the hands of the enemy a little while ago.  I gave the order to yell as the Indians do when 
they attack.” 

The next part of the account relates Villars’s wife carrying a flag of truce and all firing was 
immediate ceased.  On a piece of paper, Colbert had written in French, “M. Le Capitaine 
Colbert is sent by his superiors to take the post of Arkansas and by this power Sire, he demands 
that you capitulate.” Signed James Colbert, April 17. 1783.   
 



Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Meeting Minutes 
For the meeting held November 12, 2014 at the Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 

Submitted by Secretary Briana Perez 
 
Attendance: 

J.J. Zavala, Stefanie Wittenbach, Richard Whynot, Victoria Thonhoff, Robert Thonhoff, Elizabeth 
Salinas, James Salinas, Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez, Elizabeth Perez, Briana Perez, Joe Perez, Rueben 
Perez, Walter Herbeck, Priscilla Hancock, Robert Hancock, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Pauline Faz, 
Joaquin Faz 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:09 pm 
 Robert Thonhoff gave the Invocation and Roberto Flores led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez gave the Treasurer’s Reports for September and October.  The 

September report showed a Beginning Balance of $331.59, Expenses of $89.50, Income of $30.00 
and an Ending Balance of $272.09.  The October report showed a Beginning Balance of $272.09, 
Expenses of $58.91, Income of $497.00 and an Ending Balance of $710.21.  She mentioned that we 
still have not received a check for honorarium from the Hyatt Hill Country Resort for the 
Thanksgiving Parade from last year but a hotel representative said the check has been mailed and 
we should receive it soon.  She also reminded everyone that dues are due for 2015.  A motion to 
accept the report was made by Richard Whynot and seconded by Rueben Perez.  After a vote, the 
motion carried. 

 Secretary Briana Perez gave the Secretary’s Report by giving a synopsis of the minutes of the 
previous meeting.  A motion to accept the report was made by Elizabeth Perez and seconded by 
Richard Whynot.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Governor Perez mentioned that we participated in a parade to reopen the bridge on South Alamo 
Street.  On Veterans Day, we conducted presentations at Krueger Middle School and Julia Newton 
Aue Elementary School and conducted our 14th Annual Salute To Veterans At The Alamo.  He 
mentioned that a portrait of Gálvez will be presented to Congress on the following Tuesday.  Joe 
mentioned that he was contacted by the Executor of the Estate for Granaderos de Galvez founder 
Charles Barrera.  The man gave Joe Mr. Barrera’s sword and crossbelt.  The man also gave Joe a 
document that may be an original signed by Jose de Gálvez that Joe will try to get authenticated.  
Joe also mentioned that he was contacted by Michael Cristian who lives in Corpus Christi and 
portrays Gálvez in the 4th of July parade there and wanted to reach out to our group.  Joe 
mentioned two upcoming events, both on November 29th: the Patriot Prayer Breakfast and a living 
history presentation at the Maverick Library. 

 Robert Thonhoff mentioned an article appearing in the online publication Somos Primos about 
Samantha Long, who may have found some donativo lists of those Spanish Colonial citizens who 
donated money to assist the American Colonists in their fight for independence. 

 Guest speaker Stefanie Wittenbach from the Texas A&M-San Antonio Archives & Special 
Collections Library, gave an interesting presentation on how to determine and take care of special 
collections books, scrolls,  etc., in a library.   She mentioned that the university has a special 
collection donated by Granadero Robert Thonhoff.  Her presentation was well-received. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 


