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Gálvez Stamp Committee
Our chapter is embarking on a project that we hope will culminate in
the U.S. Postal Service issuing a postage stamp honoring Bernardo de
Gálvez. We have formed a Gálvez Stamp Committee that will research
and develop a plan to convince the Postal Service to issue the stamp.
The year 2026 is the 250th anniversary of our country’s birth. Such an
anniversary is called a semiquincentennial. The U.S. Congress has
already formed a Semiquincentennial Commission to celebrate the
occasion and independent organizations are
developing their own plans to celebrate the
anniversary.
Our chapter’s Gálvez Stamp Committee will work diligently in getting a
stamp of Gálvez approved. The committee’s plan will have our chapter
leading the way and will include the assistance of all chapters of the Order of
Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez.
Chairing the committee is Granadero Manny Rodriguez, who recently
retired from the U.S. Postal Service. Others on the committee are Governor
General Fidel Santos, Dama Stella González, Deputy Governor Alex Zamora
and Granadero Ricky Reyes. Other members may be added at
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We Need Your Support

Deputy Governor
Alex Zamora

Next month’s newsletter will have a new membership
roster current as of mid-January. We want you as a
member so, if you haven’t paid dues for 2021, you will be
receiving a letter in the mail with a pre-paid envelope to
mail in your dues check.
Members can hold office, be on committees, have their
birthdays announced in our newsletter and qualify for
discounts on items sold by the group.
Please support the Order with your membership dues.
We cannot achieve our goals without your support.

Treasurer
Manny Rodriguez
Secretary
Janie Rodriguez
Drum Major
Ricardo Rodriguez
Chaplain
Joe González

What is Brainly, anyway?
Brainly is an education technology company based in
Kraków, Poland, with headquarters in New York City. This
company provides a peer-to-peer learning platform for students, parents, and teachers to ask
and answer homework questions. The application, or app, can be downloaded onto a
computer or mobile device. The Brainly app has elements of gamification in the form of
motivational points and ranks. The app regularly has questions/answers about Bernardo de
Gálvez. In November 2020, it boasted of having 350 million users each month, thus becoming
the most popular education app in the world. Below are some examples of what they do.

Q: How did Bernardo de Gálvez defeat of the British in Florida help the Americans
during the Revolutionary War?
1.) Florida was not an important strategic area; therefore, his successes in
Florida were not consequential.
2.) It allowed Spain to control Florida thereby denying France an opportunity to
get involved in the revolution.
3.) Indians would be held in check with the Spanish in control
4.) He denied the British the opportunity of encircling the American rebels from
the South and kept open a vital conduit for supplies.

Recent Article on the Internet
Texas and the American Revolution
The December 29, 2020 issue of the Journal of the American Revolution has an
interesting article about Texas and the American Revolution and even cites Robert H.
Thonhoff’s book, The Texas Connection with the American Revolution as well as his essay
titled The Vital Contribution of Texas in the Winning of the American Revolution: An
Essay on the Forgotten Chapter in the Spanish Colonial History of Texas. The citation for
the essay indicates it was taken from our chapter’s website. Also cited is the book
Drama and Conflict: The Texas Saga, 1776 by Robert S. Weddle and Robert H. Thonhoff.
The article starts with a large photo of the Tejano Monument on the Texas Capitol
grounds. This article, on a prominent website, has already generated emails to our
organization. You can read the article at the website address shown below.
https://allthingsliberty.com/2020/12/texas-and-the-american-revolution/

Zomething About Zoom
It’s great that we can now see each other and speak with one another by way of our
monthly Zoom meetings on the internet. We have been having fun. Similar to our monthly
meetings we used to have at the restaurant, we conduct the business portion of the meeting,
then follow that with a guest speaker. The only downside is we have not had as strong an
attendance as we would like. Those who have missed the meetings have missed some
excellent guest speaker presentations. We
also have a great lineup of presenters for
2021.
Starting with our January meeting,
Governor Joe Perez will host the meeting
and Dama Melissa Zamora will co-host.
Joe will run the meeting and Melissa will
manage it by controlling the chat room,
muting and un-muting participants as well
as other administrative actions.
Don’t miss out. Join in on our monthly
chapter Zoom meetings.

Have You Met
My Daughter?
By Joe Perez

Gilbert Antoine de St. Maxent was born in the village of Longwy, in northeastern France.
However, he made a name for himself an ocean away in an unspoiled land. At the age of
twenty three, he left his home country and moved to the American continent. He landed in
New Orleans, which was the capital of French colonial Louisiana. It was there that his fortunes
changed for the better. Antoine was “a man who would have great historical and financial
impact on New Orleans and the entire Colony.”1
As a man of action and opportunity, he enlisted in the French militia where he
distinguished himself as a soldier. Then, two years after arriving in Louisiana, he met and
married a local girl ten years younger than he. Elizabeth La Roche was a local Creole woman
who was part of a wealthy New Orleans family and recently widowed.
She brought a dowry of five thousand pesos into the marriage, which
would be valued at about a quarter of a million dollars today. St.
Maxent used part of that dowry to open a business, supplying
essentials to the large number of fur traders in the area. Things were
looking very good in St. Maxent’s personal life as well as his
professional life. In 1753, he was promoted to Colonel and
Commandant of the Louisiana Regiment. He impressed many people
with his military service during the French & Indian War. In 1755, the
Louisiana Governor gave St. Maxent’s business exclusive rights to deal
with Native Americans on the west side of the Mississippi River, which
proved to be very lucrative.
St. Maxent and his business partner, Pierre Laclede, formed a business called Maxent,
Laclede & Company. They expanded their company by establishing a fur trading outpost up
the Mississippi River just eighteen miles south of where it meets the Missouri River. The post
they established became what we know now as the city of St. Louis, Missouri. Because St.
Maxent was majority owner of the business, he shares some credit for establishing that city.
The town was established just prior to the Treaty of Paris in 1763 that ended the French and
Indian War and turned the territory from French to Spanish control.
This meant that St. Maxent, the Frenchman, was now living, caring for his family and
conducting his business in Spanish territory. Being a shrewd and clever man, he wasted no

time in pledging his allegiance to the new Spanish governor, Antonio de Ulloa, to the extent
that Ulloa was named godfather to one of St. Maxent’s daughters. This relationship was
fruitful to St. Maxent’s business as he was granted government contracts. His business and
loyalties, once tied to the French government, were now tied to the Spanish government.
However, many Louisiana residents were not so eager to switch their loyalties.
Ulloa was not popular with many residents and some of his policies were liked even less,
such as local businesses no longer being allowed to conduct trade with France or its colonies.
Resistance to Spanish rule was building and in 1768, several local business leaders carried out
an insurrection to remove Ulloa from office and return colonial rule back to France. Since St.
Maxent was now tied to the Spanish government, he was considered part of the problem and
was arrested by the insurgents. After a few days, Governor Ulloa fled the colony and returned
to Spain. With the colony supposedly returned to French rule, St. Maxent was released,
however, he was still not in favor of the rebellion.
The king of Spain appointed Alejandro O’Reilly, also known as Bloody O’Reilly, as Governor
of Louisiana specifically to quell the insurgency and restore Spanish rule. He imposed a strong
military presence, executed five leaders of the rebellion and imprisoned five others. He also
established the Cabildo to govern the colony.
St. Maxent’s loyalty to the Spanish government was rewarded with exclusive government
contracts and his ties to government officials grew stronger. Once the insurrection was
resolved, Governor O’Reilly was replaced with Governor Luis de Unzaga. St. Maxent wasted
no time introducing him to his daughter Marie-Elizabeth, who was single. Governor Unzaga
fell in love with Marie-Elizabeth de St. Maxent and they married.
After Unzaga’s term ended, he was followed by Louisiana Governor Bernardo de Gálvez.
By then, Gilbert Antoine de St. Maxent was known as the richest man in all of Louisiana. He
had wealth and renown. He ensured that he and his family mingled in the social circles of the
wealthy and powerful. It didn’t take him long to introduce Gálvez to his daughter MarieFélicité de St. Maxent d'Estrehan, a widow with a young daughter. In Gálvez’s first term as
governor, he fell in love with and married Marie-Félicité, with whom he later had more
children.
Gilbert Antoine de St. Maxent, born in France, came to Louisiana as a young man with
nothing more than dreams, ambition and a strong work ethic. He became shrewd in the ways
of relationships, both business and personal. His business relationships flourished both under
French rule and Spanish rule. His personal relationships fared well too, when he asked two
Louisiana governors, “Have you met my daughter?”
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Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held December 2, 2020 via Zoom on the internet
Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez

Attendance:
Governor Joe Perez, Governor General Fidel Santos, Juanita Santos, Sally Avila, Stan Bradford,
Stella González, Joe González, Janie Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez, Alex Zamora, Melissa
Zamora, Rafael Cavazos, Crystal Benavides, Jesse Benavides, Cliff Normand, Jason Bourgeois,
Viewer # 412924. The Co-host was Dama Melissa Zamora
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez.
The Invocation was given by Chaplain Joe González.
Dama Crystal Benavides led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Joe announced the birthdays for December.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for October. We had a Savings
account Balance of 1,313.74. The checking account had a Beginning Balance of $4,026.74.
We had Expenses of $16.00 for the monthly Zoom account to conduct our meetings, National
Dues were paid at $260.00, partial payment for alterations on a drummer uniform at $300.00,
and the purchase of two gift cards for the two prior guest speakers at $25.00 each. We had
Income of $525.00 from membership dues, and $0.33 from interest on our account, which
left an Ending Balance of $3,926.07. Manny also explained that he will be sending out emails
as receipts to all who have paid their dues. If emails are not received by members please
notify him via email or phone. A motion to accept the report was made by Alex Zamora and
seconded by Jason Bourgeois. After a vote, the motion carried.
Since committees are unable to meet, reports were not available at this time. Governor Perez
announced that the Annual Christmas party and toy drive have been cancelled. He also
reminded all that Annual dues are due.
A Special Announcement was given by Governor Joe. The United States Semiquincentennial
will be the 250th anniversary of the 1776 establishment of the United States of America and
will be July 4, 2026. The United States Semiquincentennial Commission Act of 2016 directs
the United States Government to issue commemorative coins and postage stamps among
other projects. In addition, specific activities; both officially organized and independently

created, are being planned. The Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez will be submitting
letters as well as information for a Gálvez stamp to the USPS. Specific criteria has to be
followed and letters need to be submitted as least 3 years in advance. Governor Joe will be
asking for volunteers for a committee and will be naming a chairman. Please email Governor
Joe if you are interested in participating. Our guest speaker was Governor Joe. He gave a
presentation on Washington leading the main body of the Continental Army against Hessian
auxiliaries garrisoned at Trenton. It was very informative and enjoyed by all.
After a short discussion and nothing more for the good of the order, Governor Perez
adjourned the meeting at 8:42.

Things To Ponder
If the No. 2 pencil is the most popular, why is it still No. 2?
Why are you “in” a movie, but “on” T.V.?
What was the biggest thing BEFORE sliced bread?
Why do people say “heads up” when you should duck?
Why do we drive on parkways but park on driveways?
When does it stop being partly cloudy and start being
partly sunny?
 Why do “fat chance” and “slim chance” mean the same
thing?







