LA GRANADA
Order of Granaderos

January
2022
◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘

y Damas de Gálvez
San Antonio Chapter

www.granaderos.org

◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘

A NEW CHAPTER - LAREDO
Members of the newly-founded Laredo
Chapter of the Order of Granaderos y Damas
de Galvez held their first official meeting at the
home of Fidel and Juanita Santos. The meeting
was on Sunday, December 5th and there were
twenty-one attendees.
The first order of business was the vote for
the chapter’s two elected officer positions.
Fidel Santos was elected as Governor and
Seated from L-R are: Teresa De La Garza, Juanita
Jesus Torres was elected as Deputy Governor.
The annual membership dues amount was Santos, Sylvia Bird, Sylvia Reash, Rosa Maria de
Llano, and Irma Villarreal. Standing from L-R are:
discussed and voted on; it was decided that Opi Chapa, Robert Chapa, Jesse Torres, Mark
the 2022 membership fee will be $30 per Ochoa, Fidel Santos, Edward Teniente, Isabel
member with membership running from Ochoa, and Carlos Villarreal.
January to December. Other items of Chapter
business were the Chapter By-laws and the appointment of other officers. The Chapter Bylaws will be voted on at a future meeting and other officers will also be appointed at a later
date.
A summary report of the 2021 National Meeting held in Galveston was given and
information on next year’s National Meeting was distributed. The 2022 National Meeting will
be hosted by the Macharaviaya International Associate Chapter in Spain. Several attendees
showed interest in attending this 2022 National meeting.
After this order of business was concluded, future members enjoyed pleasant conversation
and were treated to Spanish tapas.
Those in attendance were presented with handouts on the life of Bernardo de Gálvez,
membership applications, and the 2022 National Meeting travel itinerary. Congratulations,
members of the Laredo Chapter!

January Babies!
Jan 2
John Rodriguez

Next Meeting
Wednesday, January 5
La Fonda Restaurant
8633 Crownhill Blvd
Dinner: 6:30 Meeting 7:30

Speaker:

Jan 4
Cindy Flores
Jan 8
Briana Perez
Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez
Kate Bolcar
Jan 9
Olga Lizcano
Jan 14
Jesse Guerra
Jan 19
Mario Martinez

Tom Castanos

Jan 23
Reyna Araiza

Presentation:

Jan 25
Mike Aguayo
Delia Rodriguez

From Native Hunters
To Spanish Farmers
(The Natives of the Missions)

Jan 28
Melissa Zamora
Jan 30
Stan Bradford

Governor
Joe Perez
Deputy Governor
Alex Zamora
Our guest speaker, Tom Castanos, has worked as a Park
Ranger at San Antonio Missions National Historic Park for
over twenty years. In his role as Education Coordinator, he
has been involved in programming for one million students
throughout his career.
Tom earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the
University of Texas San Antonio. He grew up in the shadow
of Mission San José, where he currently works educating
the public on various topics of the Spanish colonial era.

Treasurer
Manny Rodriguez
Secretary
Janie Rodriguez
Drum Major
Ricardo Rodriguez
Chaplain
Joe González

DUES ARE DUE
Membership dues for 2022 are currently due by the
end of this calendar year. Your support is needed to help
us continue carrying out our mission of educating the
public about an important but little-known part of our
American history; Spain’s participation in the American
Revolution.
Dues may be paid by way of a check made out to
Granaderos and can be mailed to Granaderos, P.O. Box
47785, San Antonio TX 78265.
We are no longer using PayPal for payment of dues.
Dues are only $30 for Full Membership, which comes with automatic National Membership,
holding office, voting privileges and discounts on books sold by the chapter. Associate
Membership is $15 and comes with the same benefits except those of holding office and
voting.
Please help support your group by paying the membership dues. With your help, we will
continue the mission of this unique organization.

Recent Articles on the Internet
Spain’s Role in the American Revolution
The Museum of the American Revolution has a video series titled AmRev360 and this episode
has a video interview with Dr. Gonzalo M. Quintero Saravia, where he speaks about his book
Bernardo de Gálvez Spanish Hero of the American Revolution. The video can be seen at the
link below.
https://www.amrevmuseum.org/amrev360-spain-s-role-in-the-american-revolution-with-gonzalo-mquintero-saravia

Historyland – Ahhh, the 18th Century
Trendsmaps.com is a feature on Twitter and is promoted as “unique analytics and
visualizations.” In November, it featured Bernardo de Gálvez. It is found at the link below.
https://www.trendsmap.com/twitter/tweet/1463846694571941893

Ft. Baton Rouge: An Essential Part of the American Revolution
See this video and article about Gálvez’s victory at Baton Rouge at the link shown below.
https://wgno.com/news/louisiana/the-fort-of-baton-rouge-an-essential-part-of-the-americanrevolutionary-war/

Show And Tell
Education Committee Chair Joe González continues to lead
us in the biggest school project we’ve had so far. Since October
14th, we have given presentations to 10 schools, 495 students
and 39 teachers. Our latest school presentation was on Tuesday,
December 7th at St. Monica Catholic School in Converse, Texas.
We spoke to 6th, 7th and 8th grade students, totaling 49
students plus 5 teachers. Presenters were Manny Rodriguez
(Granadero), Janie Rodriguez (Fifer), Joe Viviano (Drummer) and
Joe González (Friar). We continue to fulfill our mission of educating the public about Spain's
participation in the American Revolution. ¡Viva Gálvez!

2021 Christmas Party
Our chapter held it’s 2021 Christmas party on Satuday,
December 4th at the Paloma Blanca Restaurant. As we do
every year, we all had a great time. The venue was very
nice, the food was delicious and the camaraderie was very
enjoyable.
We had a great turnout and all who attended said they
had a fun time. Sixteen lucky people won designer
Christmas ornaments in our free raffle.
After a delicous meal, the craziness began. Governor L-R: Deputy Governor Alex Zamora
Joe Perez and Deputy Governor Alex Zamora were the and Governor Joe Perez as reindeer
targets in a fun ring-toss game. Joe and Alex donned targets.
inflatable antlers and attendees got to toss inflatable rings
to see if they could land a ring on an antler. The first round produced a handful of dead-eye
ring tossers, so we had to have a second round to get down to four winners, who got to take
home beautiful poinsettia plants to decorate their homes for Christmas.

With cries of ‘Oyez, oyez, oyez!’, while ringing a
bell to attract people’s attention, the town crier
shouts in a bullish voice that vibrates through the air in
downtown San Antonio. The term ‘Oyez’ has been
replaced by the words ‘Hear ye!’, ‘Hear ye!’, ‘Hear ye!.’
Often the town crier is referred to as a bellman,
ringing his bell to make sure the people listened.
Gone are the town criers, along with the milkmen
who delivered milk to the front door, vintage floppy
disks, rotary phones, manual typewriters, 10-cent
hamburgers or 20-cents-a-gallon gas, and even the
horse and buggy.
Some of these items are gone forever; however,
some have been modified to wither the test of time.
The floppy disk has been replaced with another
format, such as USB flash drives, typewriters by computers, radios by television.
Basically, getting the message out comes down to communication, passing information,
news, announcements, conveying ideas between people or places. Modern-day inventions
have improved the transmission of communication quicker, from longer distances, and even
from outer space to earth. An early method of communicating by Native Americans was in
sign languages, gestures, a form of spoken language and pictographs.
Word of Mouth: Early Spanish expeditions (entradas) came
through San Antonio on their way to East Texas and, once back home,
those who were on the expedition described what they had seen by
word of mouth to others. Perhaps this is why we had early settlers
before the founding of San Antonio as early as 1715. A few bold
citizens, from two neighboring provinces of Nuevo León and Coahuila
settled in San Antonio. Chabot writes, “There remains at this time
only the memory of their coming, of the names of the most prominent
men among them Don Mateo Carabajal, Cristóbal Carabajal, and
Francisco Hernandez—our relatives”.
Communication during the entradas was critical in reaching out to
Native Americans. It was also important that written reports of describing
what they had seen be recorded in their diaries. Primarily, the priests or
government officials recorded the information to be passed on. One such
diary led to the founding of San Antonio when, in 1709, the Aguirre
Expedition, accompanied by Fray Antonio de San Buenaventura y Olivares
and Fray Isidro Félix de Espinso, entered present-day San Antonio. Father
Espinso recorded his impressions of the area and Fray Olivares traveled to
Spain to lobby the crown to establish a new mission on the banks of the San Antonio river.
Another instance of recorded information was recorded by Francois Guyondes Pres
Derbanne in 1716, who accompanied St. Dennis from Natchitoches, Louisiana, to the Rio

Grande and wrote in his journal “On the April 14th, we made 8 leagues. We crossed two
rivers; the first was the San Antonio and the other Medina River. The San Antonio has a
good deal more water than the other. The Spaniards are going to establish a settlement
there; it is a very beautiful place. These two rivers join together near the sea and run into
the may M. de La Salle.” Unfortunately, this document describing the early landscape of
Texas remained dormant for many years since it was written in French and needed to be
translated to English.
Once the Villa of San Fernando was established, the Spanish developed several methods to
communicate by means of a mail system. Early transportation of the mail in Spanish Colonial
times relied primarily on presidio soldiers going from post to post or by merchant’s caravans.
Most of the mail in Texas in the 1770s consisted of official government documents and carried
to the Rio Grande from the interior of Mexico City (Federal District) to all of the provinces
under the Viceroy’s jurisdiction. A detail unit of soldiers was assigned to carry the mail and
had escorts when delivering payroll to the soldiers. It took ten days for the mail from
Monterrey to reach San Antonio. A monthly mail system was introduced in 1779 when Don
Teodoro de Croix, Governor and Commander of the Interior Provinces of New Spain,
inaugurated a monthly mail service in the Province of Texas.
One of the best outlets for news, proclamations, and
events was the Casas Reales, or government house, built by
the Canary Islanders in 1742 and rebuilt in 1779 by Don Jose
Antonio Curbelo. It was located in Plaza De las Islas (Main
Plaza). Governor Martinez wanted an orderly transition
from Spanish rule to Mexico’s independence for San
Antonio. Martinez required the royal army and Bexar militia
summoned clergy, and citizens to be present for a public
assembly.
On July 19, 1821, in front of Casas Reales, with the roll of
Casa Reales
drums, an important official proclamation was read by José
Ángel Navarro, who had the position of Alcalde (mayor). Each person present, pledged to
defend the Catholic faith, preserve Mexican independence, and to maintain public order.
Other historical events in San Antonio’s history were announced in a
fashion similar to Paul Revere’s famous rides and spread the news of
oncoming enemy assault. Some examples of these are: Dr. Horace A. Alsbury
in 1835 after attending the legislature session of Coahuila and Texas in
Monclova warned Texas citizens of Santa Anna’s plan to invade Texas by using
hand bills. Dr. Alsbury was also an Alamo courier who departed the Alamo on
February 23, 1836, to deliver a message for reinforcements and help.
Another fine example of spreading the word was Plácido Benavides (Paul
Revere of Texas) who warned troops at San Patricio, Goliad and Victoria and every town along
the way that Santa Anna troops were marching toward San Jacinto, thus giving residents a
chance to flee.

A third news carrier is often called the “Paul
Revere” of the Texas Revolution.” He was Blas Maria
Herrera, native of San Antonio, and son-in-law to José
Francisco Ruiz. In the middle of February, 1836,
Herrera warned the Texas Army that Santa Anna’s
troops were approaching San Antonio.
All in all, news and events are not as new as movie
reels, telegraph, radio, teletype, newspaper,
television, mail, telephone, internet, and newspapers, which have all been around for some
time, but a town crier in San Antonio and the last one in America is worthy of spreading the
word in this story.
In a loud, booming, boisterous voice using a megaphone he would cry out, “ladeeezndJumpm’n.” A beloved San Antonio town crier, Julius Myers bellowed out, “Don’t forget
th’ Hot Times at Hot Wells! Hot Dogs, Hot Tamales, ‘nd Hot Baths!”
He would ride his horse “Tootsy” up and down the street with
placards covering his horse, handing out flyers, and promoting
products, while giving the news of the day and announcing
charitable events. Myers became a legend. He was also known as
Megaphone Myers because of his booming voice. His horse was
trained to perform military steps, which entertained onlookers on
Houston and Commerce Streets.
Julius Myers, seated on his Tootsy, often dressed for the
occasions. Wearing a football uniform and with place cards on his
horse, he advertised for upcoming football games in San Antonio.
Many of the town criers would get paid to advertise their goods
and services and also by town governments to advertise sporting events and parades. He
dressed as a cowboy and even a sheik while advertising silent films.
Just who was this Julius Myers and where did he come from and why San Antonio? We
know that he was the town crier for San Antonio from 1912 and died in San Antonio in 1929 as
a result of heart attack.
Julius Myers was born in New York in 1868 to German
immigrants and moved to Texas at around the age of 20. He
settled in Luling, Texas, and opened a grocery store,
restaurant, married and started a family. He came to San
Antonio in 1912 in poor health and a weak voice and turned
to town crier profession to regain his voice. After learning
the advertisement business, he continued in this line of
business in San Antonio since newspapers only came out
Courtesy of UTSA Special Collections
once a week.
As the song goes, “The Times They Are A-Changin.” As the present now, will be past and
so it was for Julius Myers. Starting about 1926, town criers began to irritate the public. The
advent of the radio cut into the need for town criers and automobiles clogged the downtown

streets. People complained that Julius and his horse were holding up traffic. In 1928, Julius
replaced “Tootsy” with a bicycle. In 1927, the mayor asked
Julius to retire. It looked desperate for Julius and his bicycle
Wait, there is hope!
San Antonio was not ready for him to go. After all, he
had become an institution and a tourist attraction. Petitions
were sent out, signed, and demands to reinstate him were
made by the public. Julius Myers was to make a brief
comeback based on permission that he could only advertise
baseball games and had to leave poor “Tootsy” in the barn. Myers died two years later on
September 18, 1929 at the age of 62. Thus, Julius Myers was, “The Last Town Crier in
America” and he died in San Antonio.
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TEXAS STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

2ND PLACE BOOK AWARD WINNER - Research
SAN ANTONIO RIVER:
GATEWAY TO THE CITY’S
HISTORICAL PAST

BY RUEBEN M. PEREZ
Edited by BONNIE KUYKENDALL

Congratulations to Granadero Rueben M. Perez for his 15th Book Award from the Texas State
Genealogical Society. Rueben has been a prolific author over the years and just completed his
16th book entitled Caminos, Calles, and Streets of Old San Antonio which will be submitted for
2022 book awards. All together, he has written 16 books, 80 short stories and has received
numerous awards. Most of us know him for his articles in our newsletter; La Granada.

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held November 2, 2021 via Zoom
Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez

Attendance: Governor Joe Perez, Governor General Fidel Santos, Sherri Driscoll, Lucila Flores,
Roberto Flores, Joe González, Stella González, Debra Guerra, Jesse Guerra, David Langwell,
Norma Langwell, Delia Rodriguez, Jimmy Peet (Don Diego), Janie Rodriguez, John Rodriguez,
Manny Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez Jr, Juanita Santos, Joe Weathersby, Vedia Weathersby,
Alex Zamora, Melissa Zamora.
The meeting was called to order at 7:20 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez.
The Invocation was given by Chaplain Joe González. Governor General Fidel Santos led us in
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s report. The October Bank Statement showed
a Savings account balance of 1,317.03 with no activity for the month. The checking account
beginning balance for October was $3,473.13. Expenses were;
Payment to Zoom $16.00, La Fonda $16.66 for speaker's meal and
P.O. Box renewal for $166.00. We had a Bank dividend of $0.04. We
received an incoming transfer from PayPal for the conference
totaling $646.30 and $493.79. A donation was made to the order
for $1,000,00. End of month balance for October is $5,414.60. A
motion to accept the report was made by Jimmy Peet and seconded
by Fidel Santos. After a vote, the motion carried.
Governor Joe announced the birthdays for the month of November.
Then he introduced General Governor Fidel Santos, who spoke
about the upcoming conference to be held in Galveston at the
Hotel Galvez, November 12th through the 14th.

Governor Perez presenting a
gift to speaker Sherri Driscoll

Education committee Chairman Joe González spoke about the presentations that have been
held at various Catholic schools in San Antonio and the surrounding area. Gàlvez Stamp
Committee Chairman Manny Rodriguez stated that, at this time, there is no information other
than having other organizations submit letters. Governor Joe reminded us of the Christmas
party to be held at Paloma Blanca Mexican Cuisine Restaurant on December 4th.
Governor Joe introduced Sherri Driscoll, our guest speaker for the evening, who gave an
interesting presentation on Bernardo de Gálvez and Chapultepec Castle.
After a Q&A session and information presented by Norma Langwell on the Los Alcaldes
Project, the meeting was adjourned at 9:09 by Governor Joe Perez.

