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30th Annual Fourth of July Patriotic Ceremony 
 

Thirty years ago, members of our 
group started this ceremony which 
consisted mostly of a wreath-laying to 
honor all who had made the ultimate 
sacrifice in defense of our freedom from 
the American Revolution to the present.  
A Keynote Speaker would also give a 
patriotic speech.  The event has grown 
throughout the years to include musket 
fire, colonial tunes and three volleys 
followed by Taps.  As we have done for 
the past two years, after the ceremony, 

we will meet at Longhorn Café Restaurant where we have a party room 
reserved for lunch at 1003 Rittiman Road, corner of Harry Wurzbach and 
Rittiman. 

Below are listed the uniformed participants for this year’s program.   
 

Fife & Drum Corps:        Contributors To The Cause: 
Ricardo Rodriguez – Drum Major   Bill Bowlin – Continental Marine 
Crystal Benavides - Fifer        Dan Phillips – South Carolina Militia 
Miaoyin Rojas - Fifer        Bill Barnett – Georgia Militia 
Vangie Garcia – Fifer        Chuck Jones – Pennsylvania Militia 
Kate Bolcar – Fifer     Randy Pike – Louisiana Volunteers 
Gerard Cortese – Drummer   Jesse Guerra – Tejano 1776 
Urban Urbano – Drummer    Ann Marie Berglund – Daughters of Liberty 
Jesse Benavides - Drummer   Cathy Jones – Daughters of Liberty 

  
Flag Bearers - Roland Salazar and Rick Reyes 
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Granaderos Will Lead The Hyatt Hill Country Resort 4th of July Parade 
 

The 4th of July is a very busy day for us with two events on the same day.  For the third straight 
year, on the evening of the 4th of July, we will lead the parade at the Hyatt Hill Country Resort.  The 
parade starts a little later this year.  We need to arrive at 8:15 and the parade starts at 9:00. 

The address is 9800 Hyatt Resort Drive off Hwy 151 across the highway from Sea World.  From 
Loop 410, go north on 151, exit Westover Hills, on the access road, turn right at the windmill and 
when you get to the resort gate, tell the guard you need to park at the Sunday House (which will be 
on your left). 

After the event, we will get together for burgers at Big’z Burger Joint at 10106 Hwy 151. 
 



Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez – Founding Chapter – San Antonio TX 
 

Governor (& Editor of La Granada): Joe Perez / (210) 386-5050 / jperez329@satx.rr.com 
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Webmaster of La Revista (official website): Roland Cantu / gne@yahoo.com 

 
 

Next Meeting 
 

      We do not have a meeting 
     in July due to our           

sponsorship 
     of the 4th of July Patriotic 

Ceremony. 
 
 

 

 
Mr. Tito Monsalvo Fernandez, Jr. age 85 of San Antonio passed 

away on Thursday, June 26, 2014.  Mr. Fernandez retired from the 
United States Postal Service after 54 years of service.  He was also a 
member and past Governor of the Granaderos de Galvez. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Tito F. and Consuelo 
Fernandez; the love of his life, Angela Salinas Fernandez; brother, 
Rudy Fernandez. He is survived by his children, Cynthia F. Flores, Tito 
S. Fernandez III, Arnold W. Fernandez, Roland R. Fernandez, Carlos 

O. Fernandez; sisters, Gladys F. Price, Olga Muhich, Guadalupe Avila; sisters-in-law, Carmen 
Maldonado and Diana Salinas; 11 grandchildren; and 4 great-grandchildren; numerous nieces and 
nephews. 
 

The text above was taken from Tito’s obituary.  Mere words can not express what a kind man and great friend he was to all 
Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez and what he has contributed to our organization over the years.  With his wife, Angie, he 
was always willing to lend a hand whether it was a group activity or a personal favor.  We will miss our dear friend, Tito. 

Upcoming 
 Events 

Friday July 4          10:00 a.m. 
30th Annual Fourth of July Patriotic 
Ceremony.  Members please arrive by 
9:00 to assist with preparations. 
 
 

Friday July 4                     8:15 p.m. 
We will lead the 4th of July Parade at 
the Hyatt Hill Country Resort.  Line up 
is at 8:15 p.m. 

In Memoriam 
Tito Monsalvo Fernandez, Jr. 



 

 
 
We will play six different tunes at our 4th of July Patriotic Ceremony this year.  At the beginning of 

the ceremony, as we march in, we will play La Marcha de los Granaderos.  During the presentation of 
the Colors, we will play the National Anthem.  Since this year is the 200th Anniversary of the Star 
Spangled Banner, we will not have a singer for the National Anthem, instead, our Fife & Drum Corps 
will play it and we will invite the entire audience to sing it together so we can all raise our voices as 
one. 

During the musical portion of the program, we will play three tunes in the following order: Yankee 
Doodle, Chester and The Girl I Left Behind Me.  At the end of the ceremony, when we retire the 
Colors, we will play The Yellow Rose of Texas while marching out. 
 

Yankee Doodle 
The most popular song of the American Revolution was a British tune written as an insult to the 

American Colonists.  The British called Americans “Yankees” and a “doodle” was considered a 
simpleton.  The first verse, “Yankee Doodle went to town / A-Riding on a pony” has the simple 
American riding into town on something less than a full-grown horse.  “Stuck a feather in his hat / And 
called it macaroni” shows the American sticking a feather in his hat for decoration and thinking it a 
fancy headpiece.  At the time, Maccaroni was a fancy Italian style of dress.  Although it started as a 
British tune, Americans adopted it as their own, changing some of the lyrics in the process. 
 

Chester 
Yankee Doodle may have been the most popular song during the American Revolution but the 

second most popular song was Chester.  The song was written by William Billings, an American 
patriot who was friends with Samuel Adams and Paul Revere.  Chester was sung in churches, pubs, 
meeting halls and by colonial soldiers who marched to war.  The song was so popular that it was 
considered the unofficial National Anthem of the newly created United States of America. 
 

The Girl I Left Behind Me 
The debate continues as to whether this song originated in England or Ireland.  Wherever it 

started, by the time of the American Revolution, it was very popular in the United States.  This song 
was played during the deployment of troops when soldiers left home and bid their sweethearts 
goodbye.  It has since become the Regimental March of the U.S. Army’s 7th Infantry Regiment and it 
is also played during the final parade before graduation at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.   

       Granaderos de Gálvez 
     Fife & Drum Corps 



Welcome New Members 
 

Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez 
 

Susan has been married to Rudy Rodriguez for 29 years and they recently retired in San 
Antonio after Rudy's career with Johnson & Johnson.  His career growth took them from Corpus 
Christi, Texas to New Mexico, back to Texas, to Georgia, back to Texas, to Pennsylvania, and 
finally back to Texas.  Through all their travels and relocations, they have been blessed with their 
son, Kyle, daughter, Kara, and their newest family member, son-in-law, Nathan.  All three are 
graduates of Texas A&M University and have started their own productive careers. 

Being the daughter of Robert and Victoria Thonhoff, Susan says that history, particularly Texas 
history, has been a part of her since she was born.  With her parents' recent move to San Antonio 
and their commitment to the Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez, she has accompanied them to many 
meetings and she is grateful to be a member today. 

 
 

Jesse and Deborah Guerra 
 

Jesse and Deborah have been blessed with 21 years of marriage.  Their daughter Emily, a 
music business major, will be a Junior at Dallas Baptist University.  Jesse has been working with the 
San Antonio Fire Department for 28 years and Deborah just retired after 30 years in education from 
Northside ISD.  Jesse and Deborah love to travel and enjoy reading.  They also love history and 
decided to study their family roots.  In doing so, Jesse discovered that he has a relative that fought 
in The Battle of Medina, and a descendent that fought at The Battle of the Alamo.  This has led 
them to The San Antonio Living History Association where Jesse is a Tejano reeanactor.  They are 
both thrilled to also be a part of the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Galvez while continuing to 
explore and help share their love of history with others.  

 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday to all of our July Babies 
 

Joel Escamilla - July 1 Miaoyin Rojas – July 9 
Judge Ed Butler - July 1  James Salinas – July 15 
Larry Kirkpatrick - July 4  Jack Cowan – July 16 

Corinne Staacke - July 8  Santos Villarreal – July 27 
 

May you all have wonderful birthdays! 



Witte Museum Time Travel Day 
 
On Saturday, June 14th, Governor Joe Perez joined the 

Texas Time Travelers at the Witte Museum for Time Travel 
Day, where booths are set up on the grounds to represent 
various time periods in history. 

Joe represented a Granadero de Gálvez in uniform and 
staffed a table displaying replicas of various historical items 
such as a Spanish halberd, a 1752 Spanish musket, a 

powder horn, a colonial drum, a 
Spanish Milled Dollar, a Continental 
Dollar, colonial paper currency and 
colonial children’s toys.  Also on display were the Burgundy Cross Flag 
(Cross of St. Andrew) and the Regimental flag. 

There was a steady flow of people throughout the day and they would 
stay for 10 to 15 minutes at a time to hear about General Gálvez and Spain’s 
involvement in the American Revolution.  Many were interested in the 
uniform, the weapons and the role fifers & drummers played in the military.  
Many brochures were handed out and even some history teachers who 
stopped by said they learned something new. 

                
 
Youth Leadership Conference – Military Order of the World Wars 

 
On Wednesday, June 25th, Joe Perez gave a living history 

presentation at the Youth Leadership Conference sponsored by the 
Military Order of the World Wars and conducted at St. Mary’s University. 

The young adults going through the program were very attentive and 
asked several questions, showing a genuine interest in this part of our 
history. 
                

 

The Star-Spangled Banner flag was originally known as the Great Garrison Flag that flew over 
Fort McHenry.  The flag had 15 alternating red and white stripes and fifteen stars, representing the 
15 U.S. states in existence at the time. 

During the War of 1812, Francis Scott Key witnessed the Battle of Baltimore where British ships 
were bombarding Fort McHenry from Chesapeake Bay.  Upon seeing the U.S. flag still flying after 
the battle, Key was inspired to write the poem “Defence of Fort M’Henry”.  The poem was later set to 
the tune of a popular British song written by John Stafford Smith called “To Anacreon in Heaven”.  
Key’s poem was set to that tune and renamed “The Star Spangled Banner” and became a well-
known American patriotic song.  The song became our National Anthem on March 3, 1931. 

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the Star Spangled Banner and we will celebrate it at 
our 4th of July Patriotic Ceremony.  Instead of having a soloist sing it, our Fife & Drum Corps will play 
the tune as we will invite everyone in attendance to raise their voices collectively in singing our 
National Anthem. 
 

The Star-Spangled Banner 



 
 
 
 
 

By Robert H. Thonhoff 
 
 

If the average Texan or American were asked what was going on in Texas during the 
American Revolution, the response would probably be varied.  Some might answer that there 
was a big fiesta. Others might respond that there was a siesta.  Most, however, would more 
likely say that nothing was happening. But Spanish archival records indicate that there was far 
more activity in Texas than is generally acknowledged among the public and in history 
textbooks. 

 
People tend to forget that the biggest part of Texas history was that under Spain, 1519 – 

1821, a time period exceeding three centuries, when much was taking place in Texas. At the 
time of the American Revolution, for example, about three thousand Spanish citizens lived in 
and around the settlements at Béxar, La Bahía, and Nacogdoches.  There were five active 
missions near Béxar and two at La Bahía. About eighty soldiers were on active duty at Presidio 
San Antonio de Béxar, and about sixty were stationed at Presidio La Bahía. Between these two 
presidios was the small outpost of El Fuerte del Cíbolo, where twenty soldiers from Béxar were 
detached to guard the many Spanish ranches in the area. The San Antonio River Valley was 
filled out with ranches belonging to the missions of Béxar and La Bahía and to private individuals 
who had received them by royal land grant. On these ranches grazed great numbers of cattle—
progenitors of the Texas longhorn—that provided the connection between Texas and the 
American Revolution. 

 
One of the most interesting and significant records, for the time period is the muster roll for 

the company of cavalry stationed at Presidio San Antonio de Béxar on the Fourth of July 1776. 
While fifty-six Americans affixed their signatures to the Declaration of Independence at the old 
State House in Philadelphia, eighty-two Texans were listed on the muster roll for Presidio San 
Antonio de Béxar, on the site where the Spanish Governor’s Palace and City Hall are today on 
the Plaza de Armas in downtown San Antonio. Included were El Barón de Ripperdá, who was 
both the governor of Texas and captain of the presidio; three lieutenants; two sergeants; six 
corporals; and seventy soldiers. Most interestingly, the muster roll tells what each soldier was 
doing on that significant day. Twenty were present for duty at the presidio, or fort; twenty-four 
were “en la caballada,” or out guarding the presidial horseherd; fourteen were “en 
reconocimiento de Indios,” or out reconnoitering Indians; twenty were detached to "el fuerte del 
Zívolo” (Fort of the Cíbolo)," a small outpost of the Presidio de Béxar situated midway between 
San Antonio and La Bahía (now called Goliad); and four men were dispatched to San Luís 
Potosí to carry the mail and bring back the military payroll. The document was signed and dated 
at Presidio San Antonio de Béxar by Texas Governor Barón de Ripperdá on "4 de julio de 1776." 
This document gives one a good idea of what was going on in Texas at this special time in 
history. 

 
Following is a copy of the first page of a four-page Fourth of July 1776 document, which can 

be found in the Bexar Archives in the Briscoe Center of American History at the University of 
Texas in Austin, Texas:  

 
 
 
 

Fourth of July 1776 in San Antonio de Béxar 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROSTER OF THE COMPANY OF CAVALRY OF THE PRESIDIO SAN ANTONIO DE 
BÉXAR ON JULY 4, 1776,  PAGE ONE 

--Copies of these original documents in the Béxar Archives were provided by the Archives of the Eugene C. 
Barker Texas History Center, 

 the University of Texas at Austin.  



 
 

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Meeting Minutes 
For the meeting held June 4, 2014 at the Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 

Submitted by Secretary Briana Perez 
 
 
Attendance: 
Reyna Araiza, Abel Araiza, Eileen Barrientos, Jack Cowan, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Carlos Garza, 
Deborah Guerra, Jesse Guerra, Priscilla Hancock, Robert Hancock, Yolanda Kirkpatrick, Larry Kirkpatrick, 
Rose Marie La Penta, Zena Pagan, Arthur Pagan, Rueben Perez, Briana Perez, Elizabeth Perez, Joe Perez, 
Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez, Corinne Staacke, Sylvia Sutton, Victoria Thonhoff, Robert Thonhoff, Santos 
Villarreal, Richard Whynot, J.J. Zavala 
 

 Governor Joe Perez opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 The Invocation was given by Priscilla Hancock. 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Abel Araiza. 
 Joe Perez welcomed guests Jesse and Deborah Guerra and Carlos Garza. 
 Secretary Briana Perez presented the Secretary’s Report giving the minutes of the May meeting as 

well as upcoming events in June.  Robert Hancock moved to accept the report and it was seconded 
by Richard Whynot.  Motion carried. 

 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez presented the April Treasurer’s Report indicating a Beginning Balance 
of $679.79, Expenses of $2,231.90, Income of $2,407.10 and an Ending Balance of $854.99.  
Richard Whynot moved to accept the report and it was seconded by Briana Perez.  Motion carried. 

 Joe mentioned events in which our group participated in the previous month.  He and Joaquin Faz 
gave a presentation at the Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School and a few members gave a 
presentation at the Thousand Oaks Library.  Joe’s coworker was on a tour called the Texas Star 
Trail and the pamphlet for the tour mentions that it was started in 1986 with the help of the Order 
of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez. 

 Joe announced that we will sponsor the first annual Military Tattoo (a presentation where 
different groups perform) at Fort Sam Houston’s MacArthur Field.  We will perform with our Fife 
& Drum Corps, Musket Detail and Color Guard and it will be held on October 18th. 

 Dr. Frances Galan, Professor at Texas A&M University-San Antonio gave an excellent presentation 
on “Forgotten Trails: Spanish Mission Ranching in East Texas During the 18th Century” and 
answered many questions.  His presentation was very well received. 

 Governor Perez adjourned the meeting at 9:06 p.m. 

Granaderos will lead the King William Fair Parade in 2015 
 

The Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez have been invited to serve as the first-ever 
Vanguard at the King William Fair Parade next year.  This parade has never had a Vanguard and 
we are honored to be invited to serve as its first-ever.  The good people on the parade commission 
have been impressed with our participation, especially our professionalism and the uniqueness of 
our living history group.  What this means is that the Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez will actually 
lead the entire parade.  This is quite an honor from the King William Fair Parade commission. 

For all those members who have participated in the previous parades, you have done a great 
job and have earned this honor for our group.  !Viva Fiesta 2015! 



30th Annual 
Fourth of July Patriotic Ceremony  

 

Fort Sam Houston 
National Cemetery 
1520 Harry Wurzbach Rd 

July 4, 2014 
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 

 The Sights & Sounds of the American Revolution 
 The  Shot Heard ‘Round The World 
 Wreath Laying for All Who Defended Our Freedom 
 Speech by General George Washington in Uniform 
 Special Musical Presentation by a Fife & Drum Corps 
 Roll Call of the 13 Colonies with the Firing of Muskets 
 3-Volley Rifle Salute Honoring All Veterans 
 The playing of “Taps” for All Fallen U.S. Soldiers 
 Display of Colonial Currency & Children’s Toys 

 
 

Sponsored by the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
www.granaderos.org – www.Facebook.com/GranaderosDeGalvez 

 
 


