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YOLANDA KIRKPATRICK 
 

A Remembrance… 
 

Our Loving God has called home yet another of our sisters.  Dama Yolanda Kirkpatrick went home to 
her Heavenly Father in the early morning hours of Sunday 21 June 2020, Father’s Day.  I hope and 
pray the symbolism of this life-changing event—especially on this day—is not lost in the midst of the 
tremendous loss we certainly feel, and the pain, grieving, and suffering her family is going through. 
 
Yolanda was a Native San Antonian, a descendant of Spanish-Mexican people who bravely chose to 
defend Texas against tyranny.  Her love of Texas History was shown in her active involvement as a 
member of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas (Couriers Chapter), Los Bexareños Genealogical 
and Historical Society, the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez, the Alamo Defenders 
Descendants Association and as a Friend of the Canary Islands Descendants Association.  Her 
support for and love of the San Antonio Public Library’s Texana Collection department was not only 
well-known, it was part and parcel to her very being as a researcher, writer, and presenter of Texas 
history and its many unsung heroes. 
 
Her exemplary participation with these organizations was surpassed only by her generous financial 
support.  On one occasion she donated a substantial amount of money to our chapter’s Education 
Committee with the caveat: “to continue doing great things!”  Thereafter, in August 2019, she, her 
brother Robert Garcia and sister Olga Lizcano donated a generous amount to further the work of the 
Education Committee.  Gifts of this magnitude come from the 
heart, and not just a pocketbook.  Our organization’s mission will 
be fulfilled because of such commitments of time, treasure, and 
talents; for all this we shall be forever grateful. 
 
Dama Yolanda Kirkpatrick will be sorely missed by the Order of 
Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez.  We find solace in knowing that 
her passion for history, graciousness, eloquence, and generosity 
are the legacy she leaves all of us.  May she rest in the peace of 
God’s Loving Presence.  Amen! 
 
Joe González, Chaplain 
On behalf of the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
San Antonio Founding Chapter 
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    Notice to members: 
     Our meeting for July has 
     been cancelled as has our 
  4th of July Patriotic Ceremony. 

  

                   Stay safe. 
 

  
 

Amigos In Independence 
 

Los Inocentes will conduct a live-streaming patriotic 
presentation on July 3rd.  It is their way of contributing to 
spreading the knowledge of an important chapter of 
American history. 

It will touch briefly on the events and actors of the 
American Revolution, highlighting Bernardo de Gálvez and 
Texas’s special participation.  It will acknowledge the "home 
front" effort of Texas Missions cattle ranches, operated by 
Coahuiltecan vaqueros and the private Tejano cattle 
ranches. 

The narrative follows an engaging historic and folk music 
thread.  It will be streamed on July 3rd and 4th, and, 
thereafter, on the Los Inocentes Facebook page. 

Los Inocentes (Dr. C. Maria Zentella and Binisa Zentella) 
have expressed their sentiments to our group as follows: 
“Please consider our music narrative presentation as our 
way to honor the important work you do to bring 
recognition to Bernardo de Gálvez and all the people that 
helped him, in one way or another, in the winning of 
American Independence.” 

You will not want to miss this presentation.  Please see 
the promotional flyer on the next page. 

 
 

 
Dues-Paying or 

Honorary Members 
With Birthdays in July 

 
 

July 1 
Judge Ed Butler 

 
 
 

July 14 
Carlos Garza 

 
 
 

July 30 
Manny Rodriguez 

 

 
 

Governor 
Joe Perez 

 

Deputy Governor 
Alex Zamora 

 

Treasurer 
Manny Rodriguez 

 

Secretary 
Briana Perez 

 

Drum Major 
Ricardo Rodriguez 

 

Chaplain 
Joe González 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Judge Thonhoff Flying the Flags 
 

On June 20th, Judge Robert Thonhoff issued a 
statement for all of us.  It is as follows: 

The Burgundian Cross Flag and the Green Flag of 
Texas are aflyin’ in front of our house today to 
commemorate the Battle of Alazán, which took place 
on June 20, 1813, near Woodlawn Lake in San Antonio, 
Texas. This battle between Spanish royalist forces and 
the Republican Army of the North was a precursor to 

the disastrous Battle of Medina, which happened about two months later on August 18, 1813.  
Judge Thonhoff continues to do his part to bring history to life.  Thank you, Judge. 
 
 

A Little-Recognized But Important 
Day In The American Revolution 

 
The entry below appeared in the Texas State Historical Association’s Day By Day – June 21 
post.  Thank you, Judge Robert H. Thonhoff, for submitting this to our newsletter. 
 
 
 



 

Dama Yolanda Kirkpatrick 
Obituary 

 
Yolanda Kirkpatrick entered eternal rest on Sunday, June 21, 2020 
at the age of 83. She was a native Texan born in San 
Antonio.  After her career with the Internal Revenue Service, she 

spent her time learning, writing and sharing about her passion of Texas history and the unsung 
heroes of our past. 
 
Yolanda was always involved in several projects and had a growing list nearby.  She was an 
active member of Los Bexareños Genealogical and Historical Society, Los Granaderos de 
Galvez, the Friends of the San Antonio Public Library (Texana), the Alamo Defenders 
Descendant’s Association, the Daughters of the Republic of Texas (Couriers Chapter) and met 
regularly with classmates of her alma mater, Jefferson High School. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, Larry Kirkpatrick and is survived by three adult 
children:  Howard Murphy (Patty) of Virginia, Paul Murphy (Rosalie) of San Antonio and 
Patricia Galindo (Mark) of San Antonio. She is also survived by grandchildren: Emily, Jack, Kate 
and Luke Murphy, Bobby III, James and Sarah Galindo, Nathan, Paul and Victoria Murphy, one 
great-grandchild: Bobby IV; brother, Robert Garcia Jr. (Sylvia); sister, Olga Lizcano (Manuel); 
and numerous nieces and nephews. Yolanda was known by her family and friends to be kind, 
thoughtful, supportive and generous.  She was a master of the lost art of hand writing letters 
and notes to express thanks, concern, and encouragement.  She will be greatly missed. 
Funeral Services and burial at Fort Sam Houston Cemetery will be held privately due to 
COVID.  The Funeral Mass will be available via live-stream from the St. Luke Catholic Church 
website starting at 9:30 am. Monday, June 29, 2020. 
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in Yolanda’s name to the Daughters of 
the Republic of Texas, Couriers Chapter, in honor of our ancestor Trinidad Coy. 
For those unable to attend the services, please leave a message of condolences to the family 
at www.theangelusfuneralhome.com 
 
 



Chapter Treasurer’s Report 
Checking Account for March, April & May 

 
Beginning balance for March  $4,187.32 
Expenses                     281.30  Parade fee, colonial shirts for Fife & Drum 

         Corps, Meals for Guest Speakers 
Income       .34  Dividend 
Ending Balance for March  $3,906.36 
 
Beginning balance for April  $3,906.36 
Expenses               0.00 
Income                  .32  Dividend 
Ending balance for April   $3,906.68 
 
Beginning balance for May  $3,906.68 
Expenses               0.00 
Income                 .34  Dividend 
Ending Balance for May   $3,907.02 
 
 

Recent Internet Articles 
 
 

Statues of Prominent Spaniards Targeted 
The Bernardo de Gálvez statue is mentioned in this article. 
https://www.voanews.com/usa/race-america/spanish-icons-take-hit-us-war-statues 
 
 
We thank Dr. Evaristo Martínez-Radio Garrido for sending the article links below. 
 

Spanish Explorers of the 16th Century 
https://webmail.spectrum.net/index.php/mail/viewmessage/getattachment/uniqueId/57814/
account/0/filenameOriginal/Los%20exploradores%20espanoles%20del%20siglo%20XVI%20-
%20Charles%20F.%20Lummis.pdf/filenameModified/Los%20exploradores%20espanoles%20d
el%20siglo%20XVI%20-%20Charles%20F.%20Lummis.pdf?folder=SU5CT1g%253D 
 

Blas de Lezo 
http://theconversation.com/el-desconocido-escuadron-alado-de-blas-de-lezo-129460 
 



This article is taken from the June 2020 edition of the Texas Bar Journal and is written by 
Dallas lawyer Jason Boatright.  It is an interesting article about Texas law and its Spanish roots.  
Thanks go out to attorney Neil Calnan, a member of the Houston Chapter Order of Granaderos 
y Damas de Gálvez, for sharing this article. 
 

 



 
As a note: An excellent book on laws and women’s rights in the Spanish American borderlands through the 
study of women’s wills is, Their Lives, Their Wills, by Dr. Amy Porter of Texas A&M University-San Antonio. 


