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The headline above appeared on the Los Angeles Times website on 

May 5 of this year and announced the efforts of Dr. Teresa Valcarce who 
is spearheading an effort to have Congress hang a portrait of Bernardo 
de Gálvez in the Halls of Congress.  Dr. Valcarce notes that in 1783, 
Irish merchant Oliver Pollock offered a portrait of Gálvez to the 
Continental Congress “to be placed in the room in which Congress 
meet” as a way to honor the assistance Gálvez gave to the United 
States in its War of Independence from England. 

An article by J.L. Bell who writes for the blog 
“Boston1775” mentions that the Journals of the 
Continental Congress of May 8, 1783, states “A portrait of Don Galvez was 
presented to Congress by Oliver Pollock.”  He also mentions that North Carolina 
Delegate Hugh Williamson wrote, “A letter was received from Mr. Oliver Pollock in 
which he informs Congress that having obtained a portrait of Don B. de Galvez, 
an early and zealous friend of the U. S., he begs leave to present the same to 
Congress.”  Mr. Bell goes on to write that In response to Pollock’s gift, the 
Congress created a committee headed by Thomas Mifflin, who drafted this 
resolution: Resolved, That the Secretary inform Mr. Pollock that Congress accept 
his present of a portrait of Don Bernardo de Galvez late Governor of Louisiana.  
Resolved, That the Secretary do cause the same to be placed in the room in 
which Congress meet.” 

Dr. Teresa Valcarce’s efforts are gaining notice throughout the country and members of our 
organization will be called upon to help in this endeavor.  You will be getting a message soon from 
Governor Joe Perez as to what each of us can do to further the cause.  Below are some websites 
where you can read more about this. 
LA Times article by Richard Simon: http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-forgotten-hero-20140505-story.html 
Article by Joseph Dooley, President General National Society Sons of the American Revolution: 
http://americanthinker.com/blog/2014/05/keeping_a_promise_to_honor_a_hero.html 
 

Granaderos at Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School 
 
On Friday, May 16th, Granaderos Joe Perez and Joaquin Faz gave 
presentations to several students at the Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School.  
The school has an interesting program that presents history in a fun and 
educational way.  Groups giving presentations stay in their assigned 
classroom and the students are rotated through the various classrooms 
throughout the day, so they get a wide variety of presentations during the 
day.  This was Joaquin’s first presentation in a Granadero uniform and he 
did great.  Thanks go out to Joaquin and Joe for representing our group.  
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Dr. Teresa Valcarce 

Congress is urged to honor little-
known Revolutionary War hero 

 



Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez – Founding Chapter – San Antonio TX 
 

Governor (& Editor of La Granada): Joe Perez / (210) 386-5050 / jperez329@satx.rr.com 
Deputy Governor: Roberto Flores / (210) 433-8971 / roberto.flores76@att.net 

Secretary: Briana Perez / (210) 412-4929 / briana_rosa_perez@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Elizabeth Perez / (210) 857-4742 / eperez329@satx.rr.com 

Webmaster of La Revista (official website): Roland Cantu / gne@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

Next Meeting 
 

Wednesday, June 4 
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine 

5440 Babcock Rd 
Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:15 

Guest Speaker: 
Dr. Francis Galán 
“Forgotten Trails: 

 Spanish Mission Ranching 
in East Texas 

During the 18th Century” 

 
 
 
 
 
Our guest speaker for the June meeting is Dr. 
Francis Galán, who is a Visiting Assistant Professor 
at Texas A&M University-San Antonio where he 
teaches Texas, Mexico and Latin American history.  
He earned his Ph.D. in history from Southern 
Methodist University and is currently revising his 
dissertation about the Spanish fort of Los Adaes (the 
forgotten capital of Spanish Texas) into a book 
manuscript. 

Upcoming Events 
Wednesday June 25           10:30 am 
Living History Presentation to the 
Military Order of the World Wars at 
St. Mary’s University 
 

Saturday June 28            10:00 am 
Walk-through at the Ft. Sam Houston 
Nat’l Cemetery Assembly for our 4th of 
July Patriotic Ceremony. 

 

TCARA Website 
 

Congratulations go out to the 
Texas Connection to the American 
Revolution Association on their new 
website.  It has great information 
about Bernardo de Gálvez and Spain’s 
contributions to the American 
Revolution, especially the cattle 
drives from Texas to Louisiana to 
feed the troops of Gálvez. 

Get more information about the 
group including upcoming events and 
photos at www.tcara.net. 
 
 



Welcome New Member 
 

Alan Huffines 
Colonel, U.S. Army (Ret.) 

 
Mr. Huffines is a retired Colonel of the U.S. Army, a well-published author and has been a living 

history reenactor for several years.  He holds a Masters Degree in History.  He is also a member of 
the Sons of the American Revolution and the Sons of the Republic of Texas. 

Being very active in historical representations, he already dons the uniform of the Spanish 
Louisiana Regiment that served under General Gálvez. 

His expertise as a historian is evident in his position as Military Editor for True West Magazine.  
He has a natural love of history, especially Colonial History and Texas History.  A resident of 
Abilene, Texas, he states that, “Without Gálvez, there would be no U.S.A.”  Welcome aboard 
Colonel Huffines! 
 

 

 
Our Fife & Drum Corps held a practice on Wednesday, May 

28th and went over tunes that will be played at the 4th of July 
Patriotic Ceremony this year.  The group had a little fun at the 
end of the practice with a group “selfie” with Jesse Benavides, 
Gerard Cortese, Crystal Benavides, Michael Rojas, Miaoyin 
Rojas, Joe Perez and Kate Bolcar.  It was a great practice and 
the group sounded fantastic. 

 

       Granaderos de Gálvez 
     Fife & Drum Corps 

Happy Birthday to our June Babies 
 

Priscilla Marrah, born on June 1 
Yolanda Kirkpatrick, born on June 8 
Crystal Benavides, born on June 16 
Clifford Normand, born on June 23 

 

May you all have wonderful birthdays! 



 

By Rueben M. Perez 
 
 

 

The Story 
One of my favorite stories is about the French, Indians, and Spanish coming 

together in Los Adaes when Victoria and Jean eloped.  Jean Baptiste Guhyon 
DesPres Derbanne was the son of Francois Derbanne and Jeanne de la Grand 
Terre, a Chitimach Indian.   He was born at Dauphine Island in 1710 and 
followed his parents to the newly built fort St. Jean Baptiste at Natchitoches 
founded 1714-1715.   During the first few years of existence, the French fort did 
not have a priest.  The soldiers and settlers attended Mass at the Spanish 
mission church at Fort Adaes, about 17 miles away.  The situation between the 
Spanish and French was strained, but out of necessity the settlements 
overlooked the tensions and traded freely. 

It was during church services that Jean Baptiste spotted the beautiful Victoria 
Maria Gonzal e Gonzáles, daughter of Lt. Governor, General Jose Maria 
Gonzáles.  At 26 years old in 1736, Jean Baptiste had a budding romance with 
16-year-old Victoria Gonzáles.  Commandant Joseph Gonzáles, disapproved of 
the romance with the Frenchman due to the age difference and his Indian 
mother. 

In April 1736 Gonzáles fearing the worst following a church service, Victoria 
failed to come out of the church with the rest of the family.  His soldiers informed 
Gonzáles that Victoria had slipped out of the side door of the church and was 
seen with the Frenchman.  Both of them had disappeared.  The Spanish garrison 
followed the immediate orders of Gonzáles and lost no time in searching for the 

The Elopement at Los Adaes 
 

 

VICTORIA MARIA DE GONZAL GONZÀLES  
B abt. 1721                          D Unknown 

 
 
Married to Jean Baptiste Dion Des Pres Derbanne, born about 1710 and died between 1752 – 
1766 in Natchitoches, Louisiana.   Eloped 1736, Los Adaes Natchitoches, Louisiana.    
 
Children: Marie de l’Incarnation Gonzal Derbanne. (Maria Luisa Berban) 
 
Victoria’s father is Lt. Joseph González, a forty-year veteran and commandant at Presido Los 
Adaes.  He was born in Saltillo about 1700 and married María Gertrudis de la Cerda in 
Monclova in 1720.  The roster of Los Adaes in 1731 listed him as commandant. 
 



 
 

couple.  With trails covered and guards posted, there was no sighting of the 
eloping couple. 

The Frenchman had taken his precious Victoria right under his nose at a 
place of worship.  Excitement hit a peak at Los Adaes in the quest for finding 
Victoria, however, not a trace of them was to be seen. 

Unknown at the time, the couple quietly got into a small boat and rowed down 
the stream to a lake to the north.  Jean and his three companions had secretly 
hid a canoe in the nearby stream by the church.  
With difficulty navigating the stream due to 
being shallow, the group finally made it to the 
outlet of the lake.  Oaring to the far side of the 
lake, they entered a larger stream that flowed 
gently into the Red River.  Coming to the end of 
their destination, at the post of St. Jean 
Baptiste, a French Jesuit was waiting.  It was 
nightfall when Victoria Maria and Jean Baptise 
Guyon DesPres Derbanne said their marriage 
vows before Father Vitry.   The little church 
made of mud and planks was decorated and a crowd added to the festivity of the 
event.  With music playing, Jeanne de la Grand Terre sat in the place of honor as 
mother of the groom.  Merrymaking continued in Natchitoches to the early hours 
of the morning, honoring the young couple.  Over in Los Adaes, the Spanish 
capitol of the Province of Texas, Gonzáles was disappointed and embarrassed.  
This was not the first international marriage as all remembered that Juchereau de 
St. Denis had wed a Spanish Viceroy’s daughter. 

The marriage produced one daughter, Marie de l’Incarnation Gonzal 
Derbanne.  In time she would marry a Frenchman and had eight children.  Jean 
lived until 1766 and Victoria continued to live at Natchitoches until her death.  
Maria Luisa Berban (Spanish for Derbanne) and descendants of Jean and 
Victoria would move to Villa de San Fernando de Bexar, Province of Texas. 

The lineage eventually would descend down to Juana Navarro Perez Alsbury, 
Dorothy and Rueben’s great grandmother and survivor of the Alamo. 

 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 
 

Public domain.  
This story is part of Rueben’s book, Makers of San Antonio and Their Stories and his 

forthcoming book, Heritage Trails – A Collection of Stories of San Antonio’s Past. 
Acknowledgement goes to Yolanda Kirkpatrick who provided the genealogy line and 

elopement story to Rueben and Dorothy. 



 

Granadero Rueben Perez of the San Antonio Chapter of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez and his 
wife traveled to Louisiana to research information for a book he is currently writing on the Canary 
Islanders’ participation in the American Revolution.  The goal was to visit some of the sites in 
Louisiana settled by the Canary Islanders (Isleños).  Bernardo de Gálvez recruited Canary Islanders 
to join the army for the Louisiana Regiment.  In addition, he allowed them to bring their families to 
established settlements and a local militia in four designated areas to defend Louisiana against the 
British.  Gálvez authorized the four settlements of Canary Islanders at Galvestown, Valenzuela, San 
Bernardo de Gálvez, and Barataria and to serve in the local militias.   

With the help of Granadero Clifford Normand and 
Dama Lynda Normand of Baton Rouge, as well as 
assistance from Granadero Richard Whynot, an agenda 
was arranged for site visits.  The first part of the trip was to 
visit the Church of the Ascension of Our Lord in 
Donaldsonville, which included the noted author and 
historian John Hickey making a presentation to the group. 

 
Following the presentation, President Aleman of the 

Canary Islanders Heritage Society of Louisiana 
accompanied the group to pay their respects at the 
Canary Island Memorial in Donaldsonville’s cemetery.   

 
The monument inscription reads: 

 
We dedicate this memorial in honor of our Spanish 

ancestors from the Canary Islands who, in the 18th 
century, sailed to Louisiana where they settled and 
prospered, thus fulfilling God's will as written in Holy 
Scripture:  Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.  
Genesis 9:1  Dedicated Oct 7, 2004. 

 
After visiting the monument, the group toured the 

Valenzuela settlement at Bayou Lafourche.  The tour 
ended with Clifford Normand and Canary Islander 
descendant, Dama Lynda Normand, accompanying 
Rueben and his wife to the State Capital of Louisiana, 
Fort San Carlos at Baton Rouge, and the Old St. 
Gabriel Church, likely where Bernardo de Galvez prayed prior to attacking the British fort. 
 
 
The Editor gratefully acknowledges Granadero Rueben Perez for submitting the photos and text for 
this article. 
 

 
L to R: John Hickey, Author and Historian, 
Granaderos Clifford Normand and Rueben 
Perez 
 

 
L to R: Janell Hickey, Board Member of Canary 
Islanders Heritage Society of Louisiana, John 
Hickey, Clifford Normand, Board Member, 
Lynda Normand, Canary Islands descendant and 
Rueben Perez, Canary Islands descendant. 

TEXAS-LOUISIANA CONNECTION 
TO THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION: 

HISTORY COMES ALIVE 



Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Meeting Minutes 
For the meeting held May 7, 2014 at the Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 

Submitted by Secretary Briana Perez 
 
 
Attendance: 
Eileen Barrientos, Jack Cowan, Henry De Leon, Joaquin Faz, Tito Fernandez, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, 
Priscilla Hancock, Robert Hancock, Melissa Krueger, Elias Krueger, Priscilla Marrah, Zena Pagan, Arthur 
Pagan, Rueben Perez, Briana Perez, Elizabeth Perez, Joe Perez, Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez, Miaoyin Rojas, 
Michael Rojas, Elizabeth Salinas, James Salinas, Corinne Staacke, Victoria Thonhoff, Robert Thonhoff, 
Rhoda Villarreal, Santos Villarreal, Barbara Westbrook, Richard Whynot, J.J. Zavala 
 

 Governor Joe Perez opened the meeting at 7:21 p.m. 
 The Invocation was given by Robert Thonhoff. 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Robert Hancock. 
 Joe Perez welcomed guests Barbara Westbrook, Melissa Krueger and Elias Krueger. 
 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez presented the April Treasurer’s Report indicating a Beginning Balance 

of $572.61, Expenses of $60.87, Income of $168.05 and an Ending Balance of $679.79.  Rueben 
Perez moved to accept the report and it was seconded by Richard Whynot.  Motion carried. 

 Secretary Briana Perez presented the Secretary’s Report giving the minutes of the April meeting as 
well as upcoming events in May.  Roberto Flores moved to accept the report and it was seconded 
by Corinne Staacke.  Motion carried. 

 Joe mentioned events in which our group participated in the previous month, those being the 
Tejeda History Faire, a presentation to the Daughters of the American Revolution Green Mountain 
Boys Chapter and two Fiesta events; the Pilgrimage to the Alamo and the King William Fair and 
Parade.  He also mentioned two upcoming events; those being living history presentations at the 
Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School and at the Thousand Oaks Library. 

 Joe announced that May 8th is Gálvez Day in Pensacola and celebration events consist of seminars, 
reenactments, booths, etcetera throughout the city and at Fort George, which is located in 
downtown Pensacola.  The Pensacola Chapter is directly involved in the ceremonies.  Joe 
announced that the Jacksonville Chapter just finished an exhibit about Galvez at a museum and 
that the Houston Chapter is coordinating a trip to Mexico in June.  He mentioned that the 
Washington DC Chapter stays active with reenactments throughout the year. 

 Joe mentioned that the projects on getting a portrait of Gálvez in the Halls of Congress and getting 
honorary U.S. citizenship are projects in which the Granaderos should be involved.  Joe solicited 
for anyone interested in serving on a committee for these projects. 

 Joe announced that this year is the 30th anniversary of our 4th of July Ceremony and our Keynote 
Speaker is scheduled to be General George Washington (Mark Collins) and the theme will be the 
200th anniversary of the Star Spangled Banner (National Anthem). 

 Granadero Richard Whynott announced that he recently returned from New Orleans/Baton Rouge 
and that our plaque at the Gálvez statue is looking great!  He announced that Granadero Clifford 
Norman found rare copies of a tribute book about Gálvez and is donating it to our chapter.  

 Our Guest Speaker was Judge Robert Thonhoff who gave an outstanding presentation on “Tejano 
Families and Ranches”, which was informative, enlightening and very well received. 

 Governor Perez adjourned the meeting at 8:42 p.m. 


