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Gálvez Day Celebrated in Pensacola, Florida 
 

On May 8th, the City of Pensacola, Florida, 
celebrated the 234th anniversary of Galvez’ victory 
over the British and capture of Fort George during 
the American Revolution.  A procession and 
reenactment wowed the crowd as several 
Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez participated in the 
event.  More information may be found on page 4.  

 

Second Annual George Washington Patriot Prayer Breakfast 
 

The Second Annual George Washington Patriot 
Prayer Breakfast was conducted on May 9th at VFW 
Post 8451 on Austin Highway.  It was a very nice 
ceremony presented by TCARA with a live production 
of “The American Revolutionary War Miracles & 
Prayers”.  Jesse Guerra, Joaquin Faz, Joe Perez, 
Jesse Benavides and Crystal Benavides served in the 

Color Guard at the event.  Granadero Abel Araiza gave a moving prayer on behalf of our 
organization.  His beautiful prayer is reprinted on page 4 of this newsletter. 
 

Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School 
 

Jesse Guerra, Joaquin Faz and Joe 
Perez gave presentations to 4th and 5th 
grade classes at the Dr. Joe Ward 
Elementary School on Friday, May 15th.  
They gave living history lessons to 
about ten classes of students who 

asked many questions. 
 

Presentation at the John Igo Library 
 

Joe Perez gave a living history 
presentation to a genealogy group at the 
John Igo Library on May 19th.  The group 
had a natural interest in this part of our 
history and said they had not heard of 
Bernardo de Gálvez.  
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   Next Meeting 
 

                Wednesday, June 3 
   Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine 

5440 Babcock Rd 
 Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:15 

Guest Speaker: 
Jesse O. Villarreal, Sr. 

Rosters of Tejano Patriots 
of the American Revolution 

1776 – 1783 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Saturday, June 27     10:00 – 11:00 
Walkthrough at the cemetery Assembly for the 
4th of July ceremony. 
 

Saturday, July 4              10:00 – 11:00 
31st Annual Fourth of July Patriotic Ceremony 
at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery. 
 

Saturday, July 4            8:00 – 11:00 
4th of July Parade at the Hyatt Hill Country 
Resort.  We will be leading the parade. 
 
Saturday, July 18           10:00 – 2:00 
Longhorn Museum Yesteryear Festival in 
Pleasanton, TX.  We will have a living history 
booth. 

Happy Birthday 
To Our June Babies 

 
June 1 ---- Priscilla Marrah 

 
June 8 ---- Yolanda Kirkpatrick 

 
June 16 -- Crystal Benavides 

 
June 23 -- Clifford Normand 



New Deputy Governor 
San Antonio Chapter 

 
At our May meeting, Ricardo Rodriguez 

was voted in as the Deputy Governor of the 
San Antonio Chapter, Order of Granaderos y 
Damas de Gálvez. 

Former Deputy Governor Roberto Flores 
assumed the duties admirably for the past four 
years and has voluntarily stepped down so that 
Ricardo may fill the office.  Ricardo has served 
in several capacities with the group including 
Deputy Governor at the local, state and national levels in the 1980s.  Ricardo has now worn the 
Granadero uniform longer than anyone else in our chapter and also currently serves as the Drum 
Major of our Fife & Drum Corps.  With Ricardo as second-in-command, we will continue to pursue 
many bold adventures to build a promising future for the Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez. 
 

Artist Eddie Martinez and his lovely wife, 
Jessie, were in San Antonio in early May as part 
of a research trip from Florida to Louisiana and 
Texas.  They are gathering information as an 
idea for an illustrated story on Spanish influence 
in the “New World”, to include the heroic 
efforts of General Gálvez and Spain’s assistance 
to the American colonists during the American 
Revolution.  At left, you see Eddie with four 
Granaderos who have written books about 
Gálvez at a lunch we had in his honor.  L-R: 
Jesse Villarreal, Robert Thonhoff, Eddie 
Martinez, Edward Butler and Rueben Perez. 

 

 
 



 

News of Gálvez on the Internet 
 
Below are links to recent articles with a connection to Bernardo de Gálvez.  Both articles cover 
Gálvez Day in Pensacola, Florida, held every year on May 8th, the anniversary of the day that 
Gálvez defeated the British and captured Fort George in Pensacola. 
 
 
 
 

Pensacola marks Gálvez Day with reenactment, Spanish guests 
 
http://pensacolatoday.com/2015/05/gallery-pensacola-marks-galvez-day-with-reenactment-spanish-guests/ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pnj.com/story/news/2015/05/08/pensacola-celebrates-galvez-day/26988167/ 
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Prayer by Granadero Abel Araiza at the George Washington Patriot Prayer Breakfast 
On Behalf of the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 

 
Heavenly Father, we give you humble thanks for our nation and pray that at any one time and 

with one voice, its people express the grateful feelings of their hearts and consecrate themselves to 
service.  We also thank you for the heritage which we have received from our forefathers - our 
resounding national anthem; our nation’s radiant flag; and our magnificent constitution.  May we 
never forget their sacrifices which led to the founding of our freedoms and our national motto: “In God 
We Trust.” 

We affirm that the American Revolution was not merely 
a war – it was a change in the hearts of its people, putting in 
place a preamble within the new constitution expressing the 
patriot’s will “We the people of the United States.”  It was 
through the commitment and patriotism of President George 
Washington and other patriotic leaders that we can enjoy the 
fruits of their sacrifices.  We also remember the 
extraordinary and distinguished service of General Bernardo 
de Gálvez, and we rejoice in the much-deserved tribute of 
Honorary Citizenship our country bestowed upon him. 

Heavenly Father, continue a revolution in our hearts 
seeking your righteousness.  Restore to us integrity and high 
ideals and may that righteousness thrive in our government’s leadership.  May we walk in 
comradeship with you and hold out the hand of brotherhood to all.  Pour upon us, as a country, the 
spirit of brotherly kindness and peace.  We have much to be thankful for! 

I ask your blessings upon this group, which has gathered to reflect on our nation’s heritage and 
dismiss us with your heavenly peace and grace.  In your holy name, we pray. 



COAT OF ARMS FOR BÉXAR AND CITY OF SAN ANTONIO: 
 but wait a minute… 

By Rueben M. Perez 
  

From a small dusty villa where swirling whirlwinds danced 
across the plazas of missions and the presidio, clouds of caliche 
dust whirling like little diablitos, skipping around the dry, parched 
earth, surrounded the pieties of the parish priests, and engulfing 
the lethargic cattle of the barrios and labores (fields) surrounding 
the villa.  The first shadows of summer dusk cast on the belfries of 

mission’s towers of San Juan,  
Espada, San Jose, and Concepción and down to the overgrown grassy edges of Camposanto where lies 

buried, those of the past.  The evening shadows cast their spell on the convento walls and crumbling buildings 
that once majestically stood.  The cool breeze from Rio San Antonio and Arroyo de San Pedro breaks the heat 
of a long summer day slipping slowly away.  Shadows that once broke through pecan and oak, willow and 
cypress during the sunlight of the day are now fading away and turning dark as nightfall approaches.  The 
gentle breeze of the night wind comes forward; with the yellow rising solstice moon finding its place in the 
heavens and silenced centuries past, providing reassurance that all will be well. 
 From the very beginning, San Antonio would be something special as early settlers in 1714 established 
their families around San Pedro creek.  In 1718, Presidio San Antonio de Béxar was established and on March 
9th, 1731, 56 brave souls from the Canary Islands crossed the ocean and traveled dusty roads to become the 
sixteen founding families of the Villa de San Fernando de Béxar.  They would be given the honorary title of 
“hidalgos”.  The small village was declared a ciudad, and became incorporated in the province of La Provincia 
de Nueva Estremadura in Nueva España (New Spain).  By decree, the villa was granted a royal coat of arms by 
orders of Marques de Casafuerte taken from the Recopilacion de Indias (Laws of the Indies, Law 6, Title 6, 
Book IV).  Found in the Spanish Archives, Bexar Archives, Bexar County Courthouse, it reads in parts: 
 “Don Juan de Acuña, Marqués of Casafuerte, Knight of the Order of St. James, Commander of Adelfa in 
the Order of Alcantara, Member of His Majesty’s Supreme Council of War, Captain General of New Spain, and 
President of the Royal audencia thereof, etc.  The dispatch continues with, “Inasmuch as this colony is to form 
the first civil settlement in the province of Texas, I hereby declare it to be a city (ciudad) and the capital of that 
province; and it shall be known by the name of Villa de San Fernando.  His Majesty reserves the right to 
confirm the settlement and to give it the Coat of Arms that may suit his royal pleasure.  To this end His 
Majesty shall be given a report of this matter together with a copy of this resolution.  The aforesaid governor 
or captain shall follow these instructions punctually and exactly.” 
Mexico City, November 28, 1730.   El Marques de Casafuerte 
 
 
 
HISTORY –COAT OF ARMS: 
 The Villa of San Fernando de Béxar would be similar to many of the European villages found in Spain.  
The town would be laid out in accordance with Recopilacion de Indias.  Plaza de Armas (Military Plaza) would 
be the center for the presidio and soldiers.  The center of town would have the mission church as San 
Fernando Church where the Isleños (Canary Islanders) worshipped.  In front of San Fernando were Plaza de las 
Islas, the hub of the houses of the residents surrounding the plaza.  The plaza was the gathering point for 
people trading and selling their wares.   On the eastern side of Plaza de las Islas (Main Plaza) was Casas Reales 
(Royal building or government building) of the people.   



 The new villa in Bejar was named in honor of His Royal Highness, Prince Ferdinand, and Prince of 
Asturias.  It became the first civil settlement in the Province of Texas…..  
 but wait a minute …… The villa was promised a coat-of-arms by the decree of November 28, 1730 
made by the viceroy who represented His Majesty, but it did not happen.  The coat-of-arms promised by the 
king never came to be.  What happened is still a mystery; perhaps the viceroy never got around to receiving a 
coat-of-arms for the new villa.  Thomas A. Wilson made this startling discovery while researching information 
on the Canary Island families, two hundred and forty years later.  Recognizing that it could be possible to have 
a grant of corporate arms, he consulted with the Royal Academy of heraldry and Genealogy of Madrid, Don 
Fernando Munoz Altea, King of Arms to His Royal Highness, Prince Raniero Borbon Dos Sicilias of Spain, and it 
was agreed that the people of Béxar rightfully should be issued a coat-of-arms.  Considering the rich history of 
Béjar, once being a District of the Provincia de Nuevo Santander under Spain, a District of the Estado de 
Coahuila y Tejas, followed by Mexico, the Republic of Texas, the Confederacy and finally the United States but 
never had a coat of arms.  It was decided the issuance of the arms would be TWO grants of arms, one for Bejar 
and the other what has become the City of San Antonio.  Not only did Thomas Wilson obtain the issuance of 
the arms, he also had the distinct honor of designing and assembling the arms with assistance of 
knowledgeable people and one of the artists and illustrators was Ramon Vasquez y Sanchez.   
 

 
 Seeing his paintings of historical San Antonio is like being there in person during the time period he is 
painting.  The paintings vary, but many depict the Alamo and missions in and around San Antonio.  Ramon 
Vasquez y Sanchez has extensively researched the origins of Spanish colonial San Antonio and participates in 
art fairs throughout the city.  Ramon Vasquez y Sanchez was granted the Title of “Hidalgo de San Antonio de 
Bejar” by the Bexar County Commissioner’s Court in 1976.  He co-designed and illustrated, along with Tom 
Wilson, the Coat of Arms presently used by both Bexar County and the City of San Antonio.  The Bexar County 
Historical Commission has given various awards to him for his contributions to the History of San Antonio de 
Bejar.  Ramon, through his eyes, captures the past moments of time so that we all can appreciate what it may 
have looked liked in a time gone by.   

Coat of Arms, Bexar County: The Bexar shield is divided into four quarters topped by a 
coronet.  The first quarter, on the upper left side shows the arms of Don Alvaro de Zuniga, 
Duke of Béjar, with the Gold Chains of Navarre surmounted overall which in Spain is similar 
symbolical of the United States Medal of Honor.  The second quarter, on the upper right hand 
side represents the Spanish Missionaries who brought the Word of God to New Spain, 
represented by Mission San Francisco de la Espada, a classic example of the Spanish missions 
around San Antonio. 

The blue surrounding the mission represents the Church.  The third quarter on the left lower side 
honors the Aztec Eagle of Mexico, and the American Bald Eagle.  Each of the eagles is noted for having 
symbolic representation in both countries.  The green field surrounding the eagle represents the prosperity 
enjoyed by the people of Bexar.  The fourth on the lower right side commemorates the battles for the 
Independence of the Republic of Texas and Texas’ participation in the Civil War for the Confederacy.  The red 
field in the quarter represents the blood that was shed, with a silver star over the cannon.  The star represents 
both the Republic and State and the cannon is the connotation for the battles.  At the very top of the shield is 
a coronet of the Duke of Spain.  Since Béxar was named in honor of the duke, special permission was obtained 
for its use. 

Ramon Vasquez y Sanchez is a well renowned artist and illustrator Native 
American resident of San Antonio.   He studied the science of Spanish 
Heraldry under the auspices of don Fernando Munoz Altea, Rey de Armas 
de la Casa de Bourbon Dos Sicillas.   



 
Coat of Arms, City of San Antonio, Texas:  After 250 years and becoming the seventh 
largest city in the United States, San Antonio finally has it own coat of arms thanks to 
Thomas A. Wilson and Ramon Vasquez y Sanchez.  The San Antonio coat of arms is 
described as follows.  The shield is divided into a two-part shield.  On the left of the shield 
shows the arms of Saint Anthony of Padua who was the son of a Portuguese nobleman, 
and a Roman Catholic priest.  The various colors of red, gold, silver and black ermines are 
the arms of the saint’s Father. 

Saint Anthony has a noted difference from his father’s arms, which is brought out 
with the blue Tau cross, since he was a priest.  The second half of the shield is representative and 
commemorates the Battle of the Alamo, denoting the cradle of Texas Independence and where blood was 
shed to gain it.  The Silver Star above the Alamo represents the Republic of Texas and the State of Texas.  The 
motto at the bottom is in Latin and means, “Cradle of Liberty”.  Above the shield is a crown, which has been 
normally used.   
 The coat of arms truly represents that little villa named San Fernando de Béxar after following a period 
of time that has been lost from the original document granting the issuance of the arms.  On December 19, 
1971, Don Fernando Munoz Altea said that to his knowledge, both San Antonio and Béxar are the only city and 
county in the United States with official grants of coats of arms from Spain.   
 One other coat of arms that caught my curiosity adorns an early structure in San Antonio, which is 
imbedded over the door of Presidio San Antonio de Béxar or what we know today as the Governor’s Palace.  
The presidio was built in 1722 to protect the residents of the five missions and a civil settlement. 

  

 
The emblem above the keystone above the front entrance bears a stone carved, double headed eagle 

from the coat-of-arms of Spanish King Ferdinand VI (or Hapsburg). The coat-of-arms representing the House of 
Habsburg royalty in Europe became extinct in the 18th century and ended upon the death of Charles II of Spain 
in 1700 and replaced by the House of Bourbon.  The Hapsburg Coat of Arms set, as the keystone on the 
Governor’s Palace built around 1749 is the only one still in place in the United States. 
 The coat-of-arms of both San Antonio and Béxar are truly representative of the history and historical 
events recorded over time.  The coat-of-arms bonds us together and plays an important role in the 
establishment what would become the seventh largest city in the United States.   
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The keystone on the present day Governor’s Palace, bears the carved, double 
headed eagle from the coat-of-arms of Spanish King Ferdinand VI (or 
Hapsburg).  The quarters in the presidio were the home of the 
Commandancia, the residence of the Captain of the presidio.  Today it is the 
oldest residential building still standing. 
 



 
Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Meeting Minutes 

For the meeting held May 6, 2015 at the Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 
Submitted by Dama Olga Lizcano for Secretary Briana Perez 

 
Attendance: 

Reyna Araiza, Abel Araiza, Pete Baron, Eileen Barrientos, Edward F. Butler, Jack Cowan, Sylvia 
Escamilla, Joel Escamilla, Joaquin Faz, Karla Galindo, Frank Galindo, Deborah Guerra, Jesse Guerra, 
Olga Lizcano, Manuel Lizcano, Jessie Martinez, Eddie Martinez, Teresa Navarro, Joseph Navarro, Joe 
Perez, Ricardo Rodriguez, Corinne Staacke, Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez, Victoria Thonhoff, Robert 
Thonhoff, Richard Whynot, Joe J. Zavala 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:12 p.m. 
 Joel Escamilla gave the Invocation and Pete Baron led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Governor Joe Perez welcomed our guests Jessie Martinez, Eddie Martinez, Teresa Navarro and 

Joseph Navarro. 
 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez was absent but gave the Treasurer’s Reports for April to Governor Joe 

Perez for presentation to the group.  Joe read the report for April giving a Beginning Balance of 
$7,978.92, Expenses of $775.90, Income of $120.63 and an Ending Balance of $7,323.65.  A motion 
to accept the report was made by Richard Whynot and seconded by Joel Escamilla.  After a vote, 
the motion carried. 

 No vote on the Secretary’s Report was taken since the Secretary’s Report in the form of the 
Meeting Minutes was presented in the monthly newsletter provided to all members. 

 Joe welcomed our guests Jessie & Eddie Martinez from Colorado and Teresa & Joseph Navarro 
from San Antonio and invited them to say a few words after the meeting. 

 Joe made a few announcements.  He said that we have been asked to lead the King William Fair 
Parade.  He said we are getting more musicians and need more uniforms and drums.  He said one 
manufacturer has them for $1,300 each and another vendor has them for $615 each, although a 
slightly lesser quality but still comes with a lifetime guarantee.  He will consult with the drummers 
and determine which is the better option for the long run. 

 Joe announced a new project for the group; Fiesta Medals starting in 2016 and led by Frank & 
Karla Galindo, who currently serve on the Medals Committee for the Texas State Numismatic 
Association.  Granadero Pete Baron mentioned that we should also consider making a challenge 
coin, which is popular for trading among the military and government workers. 

 Joe also announced that a Granadero uniform will be on display at the Ft. Sam Houston Museum 
starting on April 21, however, the museum only has a partial mannequin and cannot display the 
entire uniform.  He said some members have approached him about the chapter buying a full 
mannequin and donating it to the museum.  Granaderos Richard Whynot has already spoken to 
museum officials and they would welcome that and we could have our group mentioned in the 
display. 

 Bylaws Committee Chairperson Richard Whynot gave a report on his committee.  Bylaws revisions 
were sent out last month and we will vote on them at the June meeting. 

 Governor Joe Perez announced that Deputy Governor Roberto Flores has volunteered to step 
down to allow Granadero Ricardo Rodriguez to assume the officer position of Deputy Governor.  
Joe said that Roberto has fulfilled the position admirably as he has done with several officer 



positions at various levels through the years.  Joe gave information about Ricardo Rodriguez and 
how he has been a member longer than anyone except our lone remaining founding member, 
Henry DeLeon.  Ricardo has served as Deputy Governor in the 1980s and has held officer positions 
at the local, state and national levels.  Joe said that the office of Deputy Governor is elected, not 
appointed, so we had to take a vote.  A vote was taken and Ricardo Rodriguez was voted in as 
Deputy Governor unanimously. 

 Granadero Jack Cowan gave information on the upcoming George Washington Patriot Prayer 
Breakfast to be held on Saturday, May 9th at the VFW Hall on Austin Highway.  Granaderos will 
serve as the Color Guard at the event. 

 Governor Joe Perez reminded everyone that on the 4th of July, we have our 31st Annual Fourth of 
July Patriotic Ceremony in the morning and will also march in the 4th of July Parade at the Hyatt 
Hill Country Resort where we will lead the parade. 

 Granadero Joel Escamilla mentioned that we should take flyers to retirement communities 
because they look for events to take their residents.  Joe said he will get a list of retirement 
communities and approach them with flyers for our event.  He said he took some flyers to one 
retirement community last year and they bused residents to our event but he will seek out more 
communities this year. 

 Granadero Pete Baron announced that there will be a one-day genealogy conference and they are 
offering tables  free for non-profit groups and that we may want to look into that. 

 Our Guest speaker was Judge Edward F. Butler, Sr. who gave an informative and fun presentation 
on his upcoming book, “Spain – Our Forgotten Ally in the American Revolutionary War: A Concise 
Summary of Spain’s Assistance”.  Judge Butler’s presentation was very well-received and he 
entertained questions afterwards. 

 Granadero Ricardo Rodriguez arrived to the meeting late due to job commitments so Governor Joe 
Perez installed him as our new Deputy Governor effectively immediately since he was already 
voted in to the position earlier in the meeting. 

 Joe Perez asked our guests for comments on the meeting.  Eddie Martinez spoke about his 
illustrated history project, his newfound experience in learning about our Spanish history and said 
that he and his wife, Jessie, enjoyed getting to know us.  Guest Joseph Navarro spoke and said he 
and his wife, Teresa, enjoyed dinner, the presentation and speaking with many of us at the 
meeting.  Joe invited the Navarros back since they are here in San Antonio. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
 
This is a sketch board 
study of Tejanos and 
Bernardo de Gálvez by 
Eddie Martinez, which 
can be found on his 
Facebook page.  Eddie is 
quite an artist whose 
work is sure to teach the 
public more about 
Hispanic history. 


