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Granaderos de Gálvez served as the Honor Guard on Wednesday, May 4th
for the Grand Opening of the new exhibit “Nuestra Historia-Our History: Spain
In Bexar County”, which runs through September 4, 2016. The exhibit, at 126
Nueva St (the former Federal Reserve Building) displays original documents from
the late 1700s on loan from the General Archives in Seville, Spain. Granaderos
in attendance were Joe Perez, Jesse Guerra, Ricky Reyes, Urban Urbano, Judge
Robert H. Thonhoff and Rueben Perez.

Making History Come Alive for the Children
On Friday, May 20th, Governor Joe Perez gave presentations to students at the Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School.
As part of their “rodeo”, groups of students rotated through several classrooms where there were representatives
from various organizations that gave presentations to the children. Joe gave seven presentations from 8:30 in the
morning through 2:00 in the afternoon, speaking to thirteen different classes throughout the day.
Presenting living history got the children very excited and they had several
questions on the various parts of the Granadero uniform, musket, sword,
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bayonet, haversack, grenade and were interested in how a soldier survived over
PG.
two hundred years ago. The presentations gave them great exposure to Spain’s Nuestra Historia Exhibit
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involvement in the American Revolution, which they will cover in the future.
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Next Meeting: Wednesday, June 1
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant
5440 Babcock Rd ~ Dinner at 6:30 ~ Meeting at 7:30
Guest Speaker: Governor Joe Perez
Topic: Gálvez and His Granaderos
A Presentation in Full Dress Granadero Uniform

Happy Birthday
To Our June
Babies
June 1:
Priscilla Marrah

Wednesday, June 22 10:45 a.m.
Granadero Jesse Guerra will give a presentation to a Youth
Leadership Conference at St. Mary’s University.
The
conference is sponsored every year by the Military Order of the
World Wars. Jesse gave a presentation at this conference last
year to rave reviews and was asked to come back again this
year to give another presentation.

Monday, July 4 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

June 8:
Yolanda Kirkpatrick
June 16:
Crystal Benavides
June 23:
Clifford Normand
June 29:
Alex Zamora

The 32nd Annual Fourth of July Patriotic Ceremony will be held
on Monday, July 4th from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. at Ft. Sam
Houston National Cemetery. This is the biggest event the San Antonio Chapter sponsors every year
and is shaping up to be a real crowd pleaser.

Friday – Sunday, October 7 - 9
The National Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez will sponsor our organization’s National
Meeting in Galveston, Texas, the latter part of this year. More information on the National Meeting
will be forthcoming as the agenda gets finalized.

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez – San Antonio Chapter Officers
Governor (& Editor of La Granada): Joe Perez / jperez329@satx.rr.com
Deputy Governor: Ricardo Rodriguez / tejano1845@aol.com
Secretary: Briana Perez / briana_rosa_perez@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Elizabeth Perez / eperez329@satx.rr.com

The History of Tamales
By Ricardo Rodriguez
The tamale is recorded as early as 5000 BC, possibly 7000
BC in Pre-Columbian history. Initially, women were taken along
in battle as army cooks to make the masa for the tortillas and the
meats, stews, drinks, etc. As the warring tribes of the Aztec,
Mayan, and Incan cultures grew, the demand of readying the
nixtamal (corn) itself became so overwhelming a process, a need
arose to have a more portable sustaining foodstuff. This
requirement demanded the creativity of the women…..hence the
tamale was born.
The tamales could be made ahead and packed, to be
warmed as needed. They were steamed, grilled on the comal
(grill) over the fire, or put directly on top of the coals to warm, or
they were eaten cold. We have no record of which culture actually created the tamale but believe that
one started and the others soon followed.
The tamale caught on very fast and eventually grew in variety
and diversity unknown in today’s culture. There were plain
tamales, tamales with red, green, yellow and black chile, tamales
with chocolate, fish tamales, frog, tadpole, mushroom, rabbit,
gopher, turkey, bee, egg, squash blossom, honey, ox, seed and
nut tamales. There were white and red fruit tamales, white
tamales, yellow tamales,
dried meat tamales, roasted
meat, stewed meat, bean
and rice tamales. There were
sweet sugar, pineapple, raisin, cinnamon, berry, banana and
pumpkin tamales. There were hard and soft cheese tamales,
roasted quail tamales, ant, potato, goat, wild boar, lamb and
tomato tamales. Well, you get the idea.
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Dear Family and Friends:
Never in my wildest imagination would I ever think I would see the picture of
Ursula Bowie in person or be with my friend Joe Musso. The picture is as beautiful as
expected and Carrie and I were invited to be VIP guests at the opening of the exhibit
”Battle for Texas, the Experience”. Joe assisted in many of the displays and brought
some of his artifacts down for the exhibit. He said the portrait of Ursula would be
exhibited for one year before he retires her back to California. I highly encourage a
visit to the Battle for Texas exhibit at River Center Mall. Best Regards to All.
- Rueben Perez

Edited by Robert H. Thonhoff

“Ruthless is the hand of commercialism. Utterly relentless is its iconoclasm. Naught from it can escape.
No shrine, whether of Faith or Valor, to it is sacred nor from it secure. One of the most venerable and historic
of structures in San Antonio has fallen”. Frederick Chabot goes on to state: “Owning to the widening of
Soledad Street, we are told, the City Council ordered the destruction of the Veramendi Palace in February
1909. The actual site of the front wall and façade was at about the middle of present day Soledad St. in front
of the Clegg Co.”
The justification in an ordinance issued by the City of San Antonio declared the old Veramendi House to
be unsafe and liable to fall down and endanger persons and property and directed the building be removed.
The owners of the property filed a lawsuit on November 22, 1909, against the City to restrain from enforcing
the ordinance and to issue a permit by the building inspectors to repair the Veramendi House. On a third
vote, the City proceeded to pass the ordinance and on February 25, 1910 paid the plaintiffs $1,259.00. 1.
The home passed on to Juan Martín Veramendi and was the family’s residence.
The structure became the official residence of Juan Martín Veramendi, who served in many capacities
within the Mexican provincial government including both Vice-Governor and Governor of Coahuila and Texas.
The term “Palace” or in Spanish “palacio”’ refers to an official palace or mansion, thus the “Veramendi
Palace”.
Across the street from the Veramendi Palace was another Spanish Colonial building, a one-story plastered
stone Girónimo de la Garza House. Later, their grandson José Antonio de la Garza, minted Spanish coins called
“Jolas. The de la Garza House was the first house during the Siege of Bexar in 1835 to be commandeered by
Ben Milam’s troops and used as their headquarters. Two years after the demolition of the Veramendi Palace,
the Garza House on Soledad Street met its demise for the widening of Soledad Street. 2. A third historical
significant Spanish-era structure farther up Soledad Street, known as Calle de los Curbelos, Quinta Street and
finally Dwyer Avenue, was also razed. The structure was the homestead of the Curbelos, one of the original

Canary Islands families. In 1813, it became the barracks for the 5th Company and site where women were
imprisoned during the unsuccessful rebellion against the Spanish government.
Prior to its destruction, the structure was the first Post Office in San Antonio. 3. These historical landmarks
and buildings have disappeared into oblivion and will never be seen or enjoyed by future generations. At the
time, many of our historical structures that met their fate were without the protection of the historical and
preservation organizations such as the San Antonio Conservation Society or San Antonio Office of Historic
Preservation Commission.
The Veramendi Palace was located at
130 Calle de la Soledad Street
(English translation of Soledad:
loneliness, solitude).
The street
extended south to present day Dwyer
Street.
Its first resident, Don
Fernando de Veramendi, was from
Pamplona, Navarre, Spain. He
purchased the property from Marcos
de Castro and wife on February 5,
1780.

VERAMENDI PALACE:

The deed described it as
having a front of 12 varas and
extended to the river as the
east boundary, north to the
vendor’s lands, west to the
Plaza of the Islas, and south to
the property that belonged to
Antonio de los Barcenas. Prior
to the final site choice, additional deed exchanges were made with other residents.
The stone house in 1783 was described as having a saguan (hallway), one sala (living room), and one
aposento (chamber) of brick. The living room ceiling had live oak beams supporting mesquite shingles. The
hallway had two large doors, one made of carved stone frame opened to the street, the other to the patio,
two doors opening to
Located at the back of the house was a
the living room and
chamber. The house patio, enclosed by two stone walls that
measured 12 varas from west to east and 14
had barred windows
½ varas from south to north beginning
along the street, the behind the main part of the house and
living room had two extending to the kitchen. The kitchen, with
windows, and the a cedar roof and a door facing the river,
chamber had one measured 13 varas long and 4¾ varas wide.
4.
window.
Servants’ quarters and a stable were
behind the house.
Patio view, courtesy Library of Congress

The picture on the left is photograph by Adolph Phillip,
(1910) and shows the North side of the Veramendi Palace.
Courtesy of the Library of Congress prints and photographs
online. The Veramendi Palace was built in traditional
Spanish colonial style on the east side of Soledad Street. It
protruded ten feet more out into the street than the
adjacent building, causing pedestrians to walk out in the
street. The structure was a flat-roofed, single –story
limestone and adobe home. The 12 ft. front massive doors
made of hand-carved cedar were stored at the Collins’
homestead for sixteen years before the Daughters of the
Republic of Texas presented them on May 15, 1926, to the
Alamo for exhibit where they remain on display. The Collins
house and all its contents burned completely after the
donation. 5.

The arrow to the left points to the Veramendi Street that no longer exists, and the arrow on the right
points to the location of the former renowned Veramendi Palace. A historical marker placed by the Texas
Historical Commission is reported to have been placed at the site, but is totally out of sight of the general
public.

LEGACY OF THE VERAMENDI PALACE:
Traditionally, many historical houses are named after their original owners as is Veramendi Palace. The
homestead was called the Veramendi House after Fernando Veramendi, an influential politician and merchant
in San Antonio de Béxar. He was born in Pamplona, Spain, about 1743 and was the son of Martín de
Veramendi and Benita Olagrie. After arriving in Texas, Fernando started his business in 1770 at La Bahía. He
moved to San Antonio and married María Josefa Granados, descendent of a Canary Islands family. They had
five children, the most noted, Juan Martín de Veramendi. His was a successful businessman, moneylender,
and landowner, and he built the luxurious and lavish house on Soledad Street. Veramendi also performed
civic duties by serving in the city’s militia, as alderman, and in 1783 senior alderman. On a business trip to
Mexico City, he was killed by Apaches in Coahuila on May 31, 1783. 6.
Fernando Veramendi, age thirty-three, married Doña María Josefa Granados age seventeen, on April 17,
1776. The marriage was economically good for both as they started a mercantile and general store on Flores
Street. Following the death of Fernando Veramendi, Josefa Granados was left with a thriving business, four
children, and an unborn daughter. Fernando’s will (1783) did not leave his wife with the entire estate, but
only half of the partnership profits they had earned together. Doña María Josefa married Juan Martín de
Amondaraín and together continued to run the business and raised the children. Doña María Josefa’s date of
death is listed only as 1786, and the estate was probated on January 9, 1787. On the 1790 census,
Amondaraín listed himself as a widower, with a five-year-old daughter and reported the other children as
orphans. The total number people living in the Veramendi’s residence were fourteen and included José and
Juan Veramendi, ages 14 and 10 years old respectively.
In 1801, Juan Martín de Veramendi, son of Josefa and Fernando Veramendi, acquired the holdings of the
Veramendi house. Juan Martín Veramendi born in San Fernando de Béxar on December 17, 1778, married
María Josefa Candida Navarro de Ruiz. The daughter of María Gertrudis Josefa Ruiz de la Peña, Josefa was

from the prominent families of Ruíz and Navarro. They had a total of seven children included María Juana
Gertrudis Veramendi Navarro (survivor of the Alamo), adopted from Josefa’s brother’s daughter Angel
Navarro. Another daughter to reach prominence was Doña Ursula de Beramendi (Veramendi is also spelled as
Beramendi). 7.
During the revolution in 1813 against Spanish rule, Juan Martín de Veramendi, José Angel Navarro along
with Angel Francisco Ruiz and José Antonio Navarro, identified as insurgents, fled Béxar. In time they were
reprieved and allowed to return. Juan Martín de Veramendi held numerous political positions in Béxar such as
collector of foreign revenue, served on the Texas Provincial Deputation to the Mexican National Constitutional
Congress in 1823, as first alcalde (city council mayor) of Béxar in 1825 and elected Vice Governor of Coahuila
and Texas in 1830. He assumed the office of governor when Governor José María Letona died in 1832. Juan
Martín de Veramendi died along with his wife and daughter, Ursula Bowie in a cholera epidemic in the
summer of 1833 at their summer home in Monclova, México. 8.
Two of Juan Martín de Veramendi’s daughters married into the prominent José Antonio and Gertrudis de
la Garza family. Their son, José Rafael Calixto de la Garza married Josefa Veramendi in the 1830s. The families
lived close to each other as Rafael was considered the boy next door. Following the death of Josefa, Rafael
married her younger sister, María Antonia de Veramendi. Rafael served as Justice of the Peace, represented
Béxar in the House of Representatives in 1842 and served as Béxar’s District Clerk in 1845. The couple sold
their property they had inherited on the Comal River to Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels for the settlement of
German immigrants. 9.
One of the most historical marriages in San Antonio was at the Veramendi Palace where James Bowie
wooed and courted Doña Ursula de Veramendi. Bowie, Alamo hero, became part of the family and formed a
partnership with Juan Martín Veramendi to establish cotton mills in Saltillo, Coahuila. Bowie converted to
Catholicism and became a Mexican citizen. Declaring he was thirty-two years old, he proposed to Ursula and
pledged to pay Ursula a dowry of $15,000. The Bowie’s marriage occurred at San Fernando Church. The
following is a translation of the marriage of James Bowie and Ursula de Veramendi:

10.

San Fernando Church Marriage Records 1798-1856, Spanish Archives, Bexar County Courthouse, translated by Robert L. Tarín, Jr.

Following the marriage, the Bowies built a house in San Antonio on land Veramendi had given them near
the San Jose Mission. After a short time, however, they moved into the Veramendi Palace, living with Ursula's
parents, who supplied them with spending money. 11.

The Bowie family lived in Spanish territory moving around frequently until the family settled down in
Louisiana. James Bowie and his brother, Rezin Bowie, grew up in Spanish territory. Rezin and James
participated in joint business ventures including searching for the lost gold and silver mines at San Sabá. Rezin
Bowie decided to return to Louisiana and died in New Orleans on January 17, 1841, leaving his wife and three
daughters. He was buried at the San Gabriel Catholic Church cemetery, but in the 1850s, his body was
disinterred and reburied at St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery in Port Gibson, the home of his daughter Elve. 12.

THE VERAMENDI PALACE PLAYED A PART IN HISTORY:
The Veramendi Palace, a noted historical structure has passed out of sight and remains totally silent. In
an attempt to locate the former site of the Veramendi homestead and where it once stood, I was unable to
find any signage of it or any information that references its historical significance either at street level or at the
back of the San Antonio River’s bank. The Veramendi’s home was one of the finest residences representing
the Spanish Colonial Era and was the home of one of San Antonio’s most influential citizens. The massive
doors once greeted prominent citizens, government officials and entertained dignitaries. One can only
imagine the stories the old Veramendi Palace could tell of business adventures, war, sieges, battles, love,
romance, deaths, and politics, but instead, it has been silenced.
There are no signs or markers to tell the historical stories about Juan Martín Veramendi, Vice-Governor
and Governor of the Province of Texas, that stretched from the west bank of the Colorado River southward to
Coahuila, Mexico, or any thing about the famous James Bowie, Alamo defender, his courtship and marriage to
Ursula Veramendi Bowie. The Veramendi Palace played a role in the Siege of Béxar but no word is mentioned
on site. It was there, where another Texas hero, Ben Milam met his fate after being shot by a Mexican sniper.
There is no signage pointing to Erastus [Deaf] Smith, a Texas patriot considered by Travis to be “the Bravest of
the Brave” being wounded on December 8, 1835 on top of the Veramendi Palace during the Siege of Béxar.
During the turbulent years of the Civil
War, the Veramendi Palace was where
General Twiggs surrendered Federal
authority to the Commissioners of the
Southern Confederacy.
The Commissioners were Judge
Thomas J. Devine, Samuel A. Maverick and
P. N. Luckett who accepted the surrender.
13.
Yet, nothing is mentioned about this.
This scene depicts the preparation for surrender of the federal troops and stores. The building prominently visible in the center is
the Veramendi Palace. Courtesy of Texas State Library and Archives Commission

The Veramendi Palace passed on to family heirs and then out of the family hands. In due time, Anton
Lockmar ran the first hotel in Texas in the former Veramendi Palace. She later married Francois P. Giraud,
famous engineer, surveyor, and mayor of San Antonio. Later the Veramendi Palace transitioned into many
other uses such as chophouse, furniture store, and site of a clairvoyant tenant, saloon, curio store, and
museum. 14.
Mayor George Paschal said in 1893, “the old Veramendi building …. will soon have to come down and give
place to a more modern structure” After the last tenant, the owner of the curio store, moved out, the
majestic Veramendi Palace was demolished: “torn stone from stone” reported in the San Antonio Light and
Gazette, Nov. 14, 1909. By March 1910, the San Antonio Printing Co. opened its door for business and by
1910, the city started total demolition of the Veramendi Palace. 15.
Only a slight portion of the Veramendi Palace’s wall remains today and is located at a narrow passage off
of the south side of the old Solo Serve and is off limits to the general public. A proposed 20-story River Walk

hotel is being planned with the intent to demolish much of the existing structures and preserve some of the
stone facades of the remaining buildings.
One of the most venerable and historic of structures in San Antonio has fallen and remains silent,
unrecognized, and unknown. As we begin San Antonio’s Tricentennial celebration, we must not forget what
brought us to where we are today, and honor, celebrate, and pay tribute to those individuals and historic
structures that have forged the way.
*Granaderos Rueben M. Perez and sister, Dorothy M. Perez are direct descendants of Juana Navarro Veramendi Peres Alsbury
adopted daughter of Juan Martín de Veramendi and María Josefa Candida Navarro de Ruiz. Ursula Bowie was the stepsister to
Juana. Both Rueben and Dorothy are members of Granaderos y Damas de Galvez/San Antonio, Texas.
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W e l c o m e Ne w Me m b e r
~ Alex Zamora ~
Alex is a proud family man. He has been married for 25 years to Mellissa and has
a son and daughter. His son Zachary just graduated from The University of Notre
Dame with a Chemical Engineering degree and will continue his education at Notre
Dame while pursuing a Master’s Degree. His daughter is a sophomore at The
University of Saint Louis with a major in Speech Pathology. Alex was born in
Brownsville, Texas in 1964. He graduated from McAllen High School and moved to
San Antonio to obtain his degree from UTSA. Alex has been with the United States
Postal Service for over thirty years. He is the Postmaster of Castroville, Texas but is
currently on assignment to the District Office as a Management Representative for the
Rio Grande District Dispute Resolution Team. Alex first learned about the Order of
Granaderos when Granadero drummer Jesse Benavides went to Mount Sacred Heart
School for a drum demonstration. Alex was at the school with his children and he
approached Jesse and told him he played drums in high school. After his meeting with
Jesse, he joined the Fife and Drum Corps and played drums in two parades in the 90s.
Alex is back with us now and he participated in the King William Parade & Fair 2016.

Texas Genealogical College

Home of the Texas Genealogists Hall of Fame
web site: http://texasgenealogicalcollege.com/

NEWS RELEASE FROM
TEXAS GENEALOGICAL COLLEGE
The Texas Genealogists College (TGC) today announced plans for the 2016 Texas Genealogical Hall of Fame contest.
Judge Ed Butler, College founder and president stated that this is a first for the state of Texas. Judge Butler noted that
almost daily we see Texas Sports Hall of Fame, Texas Business Hall of Fame, Texas Music Hall of Fame, etc., yet
although genealogy is a hobby involving more Americans than any other hobby, Texas has never had a Texas
Genealogists Hall of Fame. TGC aims to fill that gap.
The purposes of the Texas Genealogical College are:
1)
To accumulate and distribute to all genealogists the meeting date and venue of national and state genealogical &
historical seminars, and activities of heritage & lineage societies,
genealogical societies, and Libraries & museums
in Texas, e.g. a "Master Calender",
2)
To accumulate and distribute to all genealogists the eligibility requirements of lineage societies,
3)
To recognize Diplomatic Fellows, and
4)
To recognize annually members of the Texas Hall of Fame
The group also plans to publish a newsletter, maintain a web page, and to maintain a chat room & a blog.
The Texas Genealogical Hall of Fame was established to recognize the cream of the cream in the field of genealogy,
which for purposes of this contest includes certified genealogists, heraldic, lineage and heritage societies, librarians,
authors, and speakers. The qualifying factors are listed in detail on the TGC web site at
http://texasgenealogicalcollege.com/

An open request was made for Texans to nominate one or more individuals in Texas, who they feel is one of the top few
genealogists in the state. A Nomination Form can be found on the web site.
The announcement of the winners will be made at the Awards Banquet at annual meeting of Texas Genealogical College
(TGC), in San Antonio on the week-end of Oct. 21-23, 2016. At the meeting they will offer an outstanding
genealogy/history seminar, book fair, with several authors to sign their books, a luncheon and the highlight of the year An awards banquet.
TGC will be meeting in conjunction with the Texas Heritage Societies, which include, the Texas Societies of Colonial
Wars, 1812, Sons of the Revolution, Order of the Founders and Patriots of America, Order of the Founders of North
America 1492-1692, Society of St. George, Military Order of the Stars and Bars, Dames and Barons of Magna Charta,
Washington's Army at Valley Forge, and the Austin-San Antonio Colony of Jamestowne. The latter groups will be
meeting on Saturday and early Sunday.
Membership in the Texas Genealogical College is open to the public. There are no membership requirements except the
payment of dues. TGC also offers a Diplomatic Fellow membership for those who have served as the president or leader
of a state lineage or genealogy society and who have also served as a national officer or trustee of a national lineage or
genealogy association.

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held May 4, 2016 at the
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant
Submitted by Joe Perez
Attendance:
Jack Cowan, Henry DeLeon, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Rose Marie La Penta, Jimmy Peet, Rueben
Perez, Joe Perez, Victoria Thonhoff, Judge Robert Thonhoff, Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez, Richard
Whynot, Alex Zamora













The meeting commenced at 7:29 p.m.
Judge Robert Thonhoff provided the Invocation.
Roberto Flores led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Treasurer had given the Treasurer’s Report to Governor Joe Perez to read at the meeting,
however, Joe inadvertently left the Treasurer’s Report at home and was unable to give the report.
He announced that the Treasurer’s Reports for April and May will be given at the June meeting.
Joe mentioned to the group that our participation in the King William Fair was a huge success. He
said we led the parade as the Vanguard for the second year in a row and it appears that the event
coordinators want us to serve as the Vanguard every year. Joe said that we staffed a living history
booth at the Wulff House during the fair and spoke with several visitors throughout the day about
General Gálvez and Spain’s contributions to the American Revolution. At the booth, we fired our
muskets, which drew huge crowds to our living history booth. Joe also mentioned that we served
as the Honor Guard for the new exhibit “Nuestra Historia – Our History: Spain in Bexar County”.
Joe Perez reminded everyone about our
upcoming presentations to children at the
Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School on May 20th.
Joe then introduced the Guest Speaker, Past
Granadero Governor Jack Cowan who gave
an exceptional presentation titled “The
Chains That Made America”. It covered the
practice of indentured servants, which
amounted to White slavery and the amazing
impacts it had on the history of our country.
Jack’s presentation was very well received
and Joe hopes to publish it in a future issue
of La Granada.
The meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m.

