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On Saturday, April 29th, the Order of Granaderos y 

Damas de Gálvez San Antonio Chapter participated in the 
Fiesta San Antonio King William Fair in two ways.  We 
started the morning serving as the Vanguard for the King 
William Parade.  One definition of a Vanguard is “The 
foremost part of an advancing army or naval force” or, in 
this case, a parade. 

Marching through the historic King William District in 
our Spanish Colonial military uniforms and with musicians 
from the only Spanish Colonial fife & drum corps in the 
country, we made quite a showing for our group.  Then, several members staffed a living history 
booth at the fair where we conducted military drills.  “Thank You” to all who participated. 
 

D r .  J o e  W a r d  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  
On Friday, May 19th, Granaderos 

Jesse Guerra and Tim Thatcher gave 
presentations to students at the Dr. Joe 
Ward Elementary School. 

They addressed several groups of 
students throughout the day and taught 
them about Gálvez and Spain’s 
involvement in the American Revolution. 

They answered several questions 
about their uniforms and accoutrements 
and the lives of soldiers who fought 
during the American Revolution. 

Thank you, Jesse and Tim, for 
representing our group.  Job well done! 
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Wednesday, June 7th 

Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 
5440 Babcock Rd 

Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:30 
 

Guest Speaker: Leslie Stapleton 
Texas A&M University-San Antonio 

Archives & Special Collections 
 

Leslie Stapleton previously served as the Director of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
Library on the grounds of the Alamo.  She played a vital role in the DRT’s victorious battle with the 
state over ownership of the library’s collection.  Her efforts were also key in placing the collection on 
loan to Texas A&M University-San Antonio.  Her presentation should be very interesting. 
 

 
 

Tuesday, July 4     10:00 am – 11:00 am 
We will conduct our 33rd Annual Fourth of July 
Patriotic Ceremony at the San Antonio National 
Cemetery. 
 
Tuesday, July 4        8:30 pm –  9:00 pm 
We will participate in the 4th of July Parade at the 
Hyatt Hill Country Resort and are welcome to enjoy 
the fireworks display afterwards. 

Happy Birthday! 
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King William Fair & Parade  -  More Photos 

 
Above L-R: The Fife & Drum Corps making a fantastic showing in the parade;  Guests at our living history 
display booth;  the Color Guard leading the way in the parade. 
Below L-R: Militia men added a nice touch;  Granaderos getting ready to let the crowd into our display area. 
 

 
 

Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School  -  More Photos 
 

 
L-R: Tim Thatcher kneeling to the children’s level to teach them about Gálvez while a student raises his hand 
for a question;  Jesse Guerra teaching the students about period utensils that a soldier would use;  Tim 
Thatcher letting students feel the Granadero miter. 



Recent Articles on the Internet 
 

This is an article by John Appleyard in the Pensacola News Journal 
published on April 29, 2017.  Pensacola, Florida has as a slogan, 
“The City of Five Flags”.  Find out why at the address below. 

Spanish influence still part of City of Five Flags 
http://www.pnj.com/story/life/2017/04/29/appleyard-spanish-influence-still-part-city-five-flags/100999150/ 
 

Bernardo de Gálvez, a Spanish sailor? 
This is an article about the city of Pensacola allotting from its 
budget “$100,000 to build a statue of a Spanish sailor — 

Bernardo de Galvez — who defeated the British in 1781 in a battle in that city.”  What an interesting 
reference to our Spanish hero of the American Revolution.  You can read the article at the following 
address:  http://www.tampabay.com/news/politics/stateroundup/state-budget-stuffed-with-local-projects-
usf-center-water-taxis/2323010 
 

 
Evolution of Army uniforms woven into San Antonio history 
By Vincent T. Davis, Staff Writer    May 10, 2017 
This is an article about military uniforms at the museum in the Quadrangle at Fort Sam Houston.  
Museum Director Jaqueline Davis mentions our group in the interview.  The article can be found at 
the address below. 
http://www.expressnews.com/news/local/article/Evolution-of-Army-uniforms-woven-into-San-Antonio-
11137208.php 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Below is one paragraph from an article published on May 10, 
2017 at Gainesvill.com 

The state would chip in $50,000 to help the 
Pensacola Heritage Foundation erect a $400,000, 11-foot-
high sculpture of Spanish Gen. Bernardo de Galvez, in full 
dress regalia and mounted on a horse. The sculpture 
would go in the intersection of Palafox and Wright streets 
in Pensacola. 

Galvez is considered the hero of the 1781 Siege of 
Pensacola, which was part of driving out the British 
during the Revolutionary War. In 2014, Galvez became 
the eighth person awarded honorary U.S. citizenship. 
The article can be found at the address below. 
http://www.gainesville.com/news/20170510/spending-
tidbits-go-from-alligators-to-zoos 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

(Submitted by Various Sources) 
 

He is engraved in stone in the National War Memorial in Washington , DC- back in a small 
alcove where very few people have seen it.  For the WWII generation, this will bring back 
memories.  For you younger folks, it's a bit of trivia that is a part of American history.  Anyone 
born in 1913 to about 1950, is familiar with Kilroy.  No one knew why he was so well known- 
but everybody seemed to get into it.  So who was Kilroy? 

In 1946 the American Transit Association, through its radio program, "Speak to America ," 
sponsored a nationwide contest to find the real Kilroy, offering a prize of a real trolley car to 
the person who could prove himself to be the genuine article.  Almost 40 men stepped 
forward to make that claim, but only James Kilroy from  Halifax , Massachusetts , had evidence 
of his identity.  “Kilroy” was a 46-year old shipyard worker during the war who worked as a 
checker at the Fore River Shipyard in  Quincy.  His job was to go around and check on the 
number of rivets completed.  Riveters were on piecework and got paid by the rivet.  He would 
count a block of rivets and put a check mark in semi-waxed lumber chalk, so the rivets 
wouldn't be counted twice.  When Kilroy went off duty, 
the riveters would erase the mark.  Later on, an off-shift 
inspector would come through and count the rivets a 
second time, resulting in double pay for the riveters. 

One day Kilroy's boss called him into his office.  The 
foreman was upset about all the wages being paid to 
riveters, and asked him to investigate.  It was then he 
realized what had been going on.  The tight spaces he had 
to crawl in to check the rivets didn't lend themselves to 
lugging around a paint can and brush, so Kilroy decided to stick with the waxy chalk.  He 
continued to put his check mark on each job he inspected, but added 'KILROY WAS HERE' in 
king-sized letters next to the check, and eventually added the sketch of the chap with the long 
nose peering over the fence and that became part of the Kilroy message.  

Once he did that, the riveters stopped trying to wipe away his marks.  Ordinarily the rivets 
and chalk marks would have been covered up with paint.  With the war on, however, ships 
were leaving the Quincy Yard so fast that there wasn't time to paint them.  As a result, Kilroy's 
inspection "trademark" was seen by thousands of servicemen who boarded the troopships the 
yard produced. 



 
His message apparently rang a bell with the servicemen, because they picked it up and 

spread it all over Europe and the South Pacific.  Before war's end, "Kilroy" had been here, 
there, and everywhere on the long hauls to 
Berlin and Tokyo.  To the troops outbound in 
those ships, however, he was a complete 
mystery; all they knew for sure was that 
someone named Kilroy had "been there first." 

As a joke, U.S. servicemen began placing 
the graffiti wherever they landed, claiming it 
was already there when they arrived.  Kilroy 
became the U.S. super-GI who had always 
"already been" wherever GIs went.  It became 
a challenge to place the logo in the most 

unlikely places imaginable (it is said to be atop Mt. Everest, the Statue of Liberty , the 
underside of the Arc de Triomphe, and even 
scrawled in the dust on the moon. 

As the war went on, the legend grew.  
Underwater demolition teams routinely sneaked 
ashore on Japanese-held islands in the Pacific to 
map the terrain for coming invasions by U.S. 
troops (and thus, presumably, were the first GI's 
there).  On one occasion, however, they reported 
seeing enemy troops painting over the Kilroy logo!  
In 1945, an outhouse was built for the exclusive 
use of Roosevelt, Stalin, and Churchill at 

the Potsdam conference.  Its' first occupant was Stalin, who 
emerged and asked his aide (in Russian), "Who is Kilroy?" 

To help prove his authenticity in 1946, James Kilroy 
brought along officials from the shipyard and some of the 
riveters.  He won the 
trolley car, which he 
gave to his nine 
children as a 
Christmas gift and set 
it up as a playhouse 
in the Kilroy yard 

in Halifax, Massachusetts. 
And The Tradition Continues...EVEN Outside 

Osama Bin Laden's House!!! 
 
 



 

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held May 3, 2017 at the 

Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 
Submitted by Joe Perez 

Attendance: 
George Aguayo, Joe Aguayo, Rafael Cavazos, Pauline Faz, Joaquin Faz, Karla Galindo, Frank Galindo,  
Jimmy Peet, Joe Perez, Alex Zamora 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:47 p.m. 
 Alex Zamora provided the Invocation. 
 Frank Galindo led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Governor Joe Perez welcomed guests George Aguayo, Joe Aguayo and Rafael Cavazos. 
 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez was unavailable but provided the Treasurer’s Report to Governor Joe 

Perez for presentation to the group.  The Treasurer’s Report for April had a Beginning Balance of 
$1,448.48, Expenses of $98.60, Income of $460.14, and an Ending Balance of $1,810.02.  A motion 
to accept the report was made by Jimmy Peet and seconded by Alex Zamora.  After a vote, the 
motion carried. 

 Governor Perez announced the birthdays for May for Sylvia Sutton, Peter Baron and Robert 
Hancock.  He also announced the upcoming events at the Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School on 
Friday, May 19 from 8:30 to 1:45.  He reminded everyone that our chapter is hosting this year’s 
National Meeting.  No date has been set yet but Chair Jesse Guerra should have an update at our 
next meeting.  Joe announced that this year’s 4th of July ceremony will be conducted at the San 
Antonio National Cemetery, which is where it was conducted last year. 

 Joe showed a video by Rafael Cavazos of our 
participation at the Tejeda History Faire and 
Culture Fest.  The video demonstrated the 
quality work of Mr. Cavazos.  It showed 
Granaderos and the Fife & Drum Corps 
conducting 18th-Century Spanish Colonial 
Infantry Drills.  Joe then showed the video 
“Yo Solo: Bernardo de Gálvez on the Stage of 
the American Revolution” which was a one-
man stage play by actor Chaz Mena of the 
personal and military life of Gálvez.  The video was very well received. 

 Karla Galindo announced Alamo Couriers DRT Chapter World War I Centennial Commemoration 
program honoring the military past (WWI veterans) and present (active duty & veterans) on 
Saturday, May 20th.  Frank Galindo presented information on coin collecting and ration token 
collecting.  He passed out bookmarks and medals to everyone with Pauline Faz winning a drawing 
for a Gálvez medal from Frank. 

 The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 


