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On Wednesday, June 2nd, we will have our first in-person meeting in over a year.  Our June 
meeting will be at La Fonda Restaurant with dinner at 6:30 and the meeting at 7:30.  Our 
Guest Speaker will be Dr. Francis Galán, who is an Assistant Professor at Texas A&M 
University-San Antonio.  Dr. Galán will give a presentation on his book, “Los Adaes: The First 
Capital of Spanish Texas.” 

His book will be available to purchase for a special meeting price of $37.  Dr. Galán will sign 
books sold at the meeting.  Any books still available after the meeting date may be purchased 
at the regular price of $45.  Don’t miss this opportunity to buy the book at a special price. 

 

We will be conducting our annual 4th of July Patriotic Ceremony this year, however, Covid 
protocols for events on the cemetery property will limit us to the extent that it will be a closed 
ceremony and NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.  We regret that we can not have spectators at the 
event, only participants.  For this event, participants are defined as wreath layers, Master of 
Ceremonies, speakers, Color Guard, Musket Detail, Fife & 
Drum Corps or Memorial Services Detachment.  We regret 
that anyone who is not a participant, as listed above, will be 
turned away. 

Therefore, the audience will consist of only two wreath 
layers from each participating organization. 

We considered not having the event this year but we 
think it is important to honor all those who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice in defense of our freedom, even if 
limitations are imposed on us for conducting the event. 

Please remember that only participants as shown above 
are allowed at the event. 
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    Next Meeting 
        Wednesday, June 2 
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8633 Crownhill Blvd 

Dinner: 6:30    Meeting 7:30 
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              Dr. Francis Galán 

 

                Presentation: 
          Los Adaes: The First 
      Capital of Spanish Texas 
 

 

   Signed 
    Copy 
 

Dr. Galán’s book will be 
available to purchase at 
the meeting for a special 
price of $37.  After the 
meeting date, any books 
remaining will be sold for 
the regular price of $45 for 
non-members and $36 for 
members. 

Dr. Galán will sign 
books sold at the meeting.  
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Birthdays in June 
 

June 1 
Priscilla Marrah  

 
June 11 

Rafael Cavazos 
Tim Thatcher 

 
June 16 

Crystal Benavides 
 

June 23 
Cliff Normand  

 
June 24 

Ricardo Backal  
 

June 29 
Alex Zamora  

 
 June 30 

Stella González 
 



 

 
Our Fife & Drum Corps had a practice on Wednesday, May 

19th and they sounded good, especially since they haven’t 
practiced together in over 
a year.  They went over the 
five tunes they will play at 
our 37th Annual Fourth of 
July Patriotic Ceremony.  

At the ceremony, we will have five or six fifers and four 
drummers.  We know it will be a closed ceremony but we’ll 
be playing for ourselves and we aim to sound as good as 
ever. 

 

A JUNE TO 
REMEMBER 

2001 
 

In the photo above, Robert and Victoria Thonhoff  (aka “Professor und Frau 
Katzenjammer”) celebrate their 50th Golden Wedding Anniversary by dancing the “Anniversary 
Waltz” nostalgically played by the Boerne Village Band as their family gathers around them at 
the 30th Annual Texas Folklife Festival in June 2001.  In the back is the Boerne Village Band of 
Boerne, Texas.  In continuous existence since 1860, Boerne Village Band is acclaimed as “The 
Oldest German Band in the World Outside Germany Itself.” The anniversary couple first met 
on August 13, 1949, while the Boerne Village Band was performing at the Kendall County Fair 
in Boerne, Texas.  Professor Katzenjammer served as emcee for the Boerne Village Band from 
1990-1997, and he was an emcee for the Texas Folklife Festival for 35 years, 1972 till 2007.  
Robert and Victoria Thonhoff are the only two people who have been bestowed the title of 
Honorary Governors General by the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Founding 
Chapter. 



 
 



U.S. Postal Service Unveils Stamps at Mount Vernon 
 

The Postal Service unveiled its new Heritage Breeds stamps on May 17 at Mount Vernon, 
Virginia, the home of George Washington.  One breed of animal on this issue of stamps is a 
donkey, more specifically, an American Mammoth Jackstock donkey.  Donkeys were sought-

after farm animals because of their strength, durability and low 
feeding requirements.  They were mainly used as beasts of 
burden to draw carts and haul loads. 

But why did the Postal Service issue these stamps at Mount 
Vernon?  Well, George Washington was a farmer who was known 
to use donkeys on his farm.  Many people know Washington 
raised donkeys but not many people know there’s also a 
Spain/Washington/donkey connection. 

Two years after the formal end to the American Revolution, a 
war in which Spain had offered much to George Washington, 
Spain’s King Carlos III also offered two valuable donkeys to him.  

The most prized mules of that period were sired by Spanish donkeys and those donkeys were 
not allowed to leave Spain.  Nonetheless, when King George III found out that Washington 
desired to own one, the king allowed two to leave Spain for Mount Vernon.  However, only 
one of the donkeys survived the trans-Atlantic trip. 

To realize the value of the gift, one needs to realize that giving a farmer a donkey back 
then is like giving a farmer a tractor in modern times.   

 

The Best Laid Plans 
 
It’s interesting to look back at the 

headline for our January 2020 issue of 
La Granada.  We were working on big 
plans for the new year with the phrase 
“Doing Plenty in 2020.” 

Our Education Committee was 
moving forward with teacher’s packets chock full of information that teachers could use to 
augment their lesson plans to teach students about Gálvez and Spain’s participation in the 
American Revolution.  Our Fife & Drum Corps was practicing on a regular basis with a new 
drummer and a new fifer and was sounding better than ever.  Our new Visibility Committee 
was starting to work on projects that maintain our good standing in the community and how 
our group is portrayed in public.  We also added an Archivist to organize, maintain and 
preserve information about our group for posterity. 

All of these things have been on hold due to the Coronavirus, but will start up again when 
it is safe to do so.  We have even added some new projects with the making of a documentary 
and the Gálvez Stamp Project.  Even though our best laid plans have been delayed, we will 
again be doing plenty, just not in 2020. 



 
The following article was published in the newsletter of Los Bexareños and is published here with the 
permission of Los Bexareños and the author.  It is a fascinating article. 



 

 
 



Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held May 5, 2021 via Zoom on the internet 

Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez 

 
Attendance: Governor Joe Perez, Governor General Fidel Santos, Juanita Santos, Sally 

Avila, Stella González, Joe González, Janie Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez, Alex Zamora, Melissa 
Zamora, Jesse Villarreal, Walter Herbeck, Joe Weathersby, Jerry Bordelon, Sylvia Reash, Isabel 
Santos Ochoa, Luis Perez Garcia, Nancy Regalado, Jesus Rigo Torres. Co-host was Dama 
Melissa Zamora 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez. The Invocation was 

given by Chaplain Joe González. Dama Janie Rodriguez led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Governor Joe welcomed new members Alfredo & Teresita Guillen, President and 

Treasurer, respectively, of Los Bexareños Genealogical and Historical Society. 
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report. January showed a Savings 

account balance 1,315.38. The checking account had a Beginning Balance in April of $4,110.77. 
We received 75.00 in membership dues. We had Expenses of $16.00 for the monthly Zoom 
account to conduct our meetings. Other expenses totaled 422.70. We received $0.31 from 
interest on our account which left an Ending Balance of $3,747.38. A motion to accept the 
report was made by Governor General Fidel Santos and seconded by Joe Gonzalez . After a 
vote, the motion carried. 

Joe announced the birthdays for May. 
Governor Joe announced plans were being made for the 4th of July Patriotic Ceremony 

and invitations to the various organizations will be going out soon. 
The Gàlvez Stamp Committee Chairman, Manny Rodriguez, gave a small presentation on 

the criteria needed for the ongoing letter submissions from his committee. 
Governor General Fidel Santos announced that Laredo is in the process of starting a new 

Chapter of Los Granaderos de Galvez. Petitions are needed to submit to the Governors at the 
National Meeting in November. As of today 10 petitions had been submitted. 

Our guest speaker was Governor Joe Perez and his presentation was titled, The Texas 
Connection with Cinco de Mayo. During his presentation he explained the Battle of Puebla. 
The Connection is Ignacio Zaragoza, Hero of the Battle of Puebla, May 5, 1862. Ignacio 
Zaragoza was born in Texas. Governor Joe went on to explain the first day of issue for Stamps 
and how he played a part in getting the ceremony moved from Albuquerque, NM to San 
Antonio due to this Texas connection. Governor Joe simply pointed out misinformation used 
by the postal service for the 1997 Cinco de Mayo stamp. 

After a short Q&A, and nothing more for the good of the order, Governor Perez adjourned 
the meeting at 8:43.   

“You don’t have to get dressed up for 
our Zoom meetings.  But you do have 


