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Another Gálvez Portrait Unveiled - Pensacola 
 
In December, a portrait of Bernardo de Gálvez was unveiled in 

the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee meeting room to honor 
Spain’s contributions to the American Colonists during our War of 
Independence. 

On January 29th, another Gálvez portrait was unveiled.  U.S. 
Rep. Jeff Miller (center) and Maria Davis (right) unveil a portrait of 
General Bernardo de Galvez during a ceremony at the T.T. 
Wentworth, Jr. State Museum in downtown Pensacola.  Looking on 
are University of West Florida President Judy Bense (left) Mayor 

Ashton Hayward (left center) and West Florida Historic Preservation CEO Robert Overton (right 
center).  Local artist Nina Fritz painted the portrait of Gálvez. 

 
Texas A&M University-San Antonio: Special Collections Reading Room 

 
OnThursday, February 26th, Texas A&M University-San Antonio conducted the 

grand opening of its library’s Special Collections Reading Room and guests had an 
opportunity to view some of the items maintained there.  The Special Collections 
Unit was founded in 2013 with its first acquisitions being  the archives of La Prensa, 
San Antonio’s first bilingual newspaper as well as the Robert H. Thonhoff 
Collection, which includes a large collection of books, articles and essays by 
historian and educator Robert Thonhoff.  He also included other historical materials 
and his collected issues of La Granada, the newsletter of our chapter, which dates 
back to its first issue in 1996.  After categorizing the collections, the university was 
ready to open the Reading Room.  The grand 
opening was well-attended.  On one wall of the 
room is a portrait of Robert and Victoria Thonhoff’s 

beloved late daughter Margaret “Mitzi” Lou Thonhoff Hensley in her 
loving memory. 

 
Pleasanton Woman’s Club 

 
On Tuesday, February 10th, Governor Joe 

Perez gave a living history presentation in 
Pleasanton, Texas, to the Pleasanton Woman’s 
Club.  He was well-received by the ladies and 
they presented him with a $75 donation to our 
chapter.  Thank you, ladies, for your support. 
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      Next Meeting 
 

      Wednesday, Mar 4 
   Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine 
          5440 Babcock Rd 
  Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:15 
                Guest Speaker: 
         Jesse O. Villarreal, Sr. 
     Rosters of Tejano Patriots 
                     Of The 
          American Revolution 
    
 
 
 

  The Guest Speaker at our next meeting will be Jesse O. Villarreal, Sr., a native San Antonian.  He is a 
9th generation Tejano and descends from the first soldiers who arrived and settled in San Antonio de Béxar 
in 1718.   His ancestors include members of the Canary Islanders who established the Villa de San Fernando 
de Béxar in 1731.  He also descends from some of the first ranchers of Texas who later provided cattle for 
the troops of General Bernardo de Gálvez during the American Revolution. 

He will speak on his book “Rosters of Tejano Patriots of the American Revolution” and will sign each 
copy sold.  You can get your signed copy at our next meeting for only $25. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Monday, March 2            Noon 
Presentation to the San Antonio 
Council of Presidents 
 

Saturday, March 21              11:00 
Presentation to the DAR James 
McHenry Chapter 
 

Saturday, March 28      10:00 – 4:00 
Living History Booth at the Tejeda 
History Faire & Culture Fest 
 
Happy Birthday To 
Our March Babies 

 

Pauline Faz  3/2 
 

Rueben Perez  3/3 
 

Dale John Joseph Leppard  
3/19 

 



You Know Where To Find Us 
 

 

www.granaderos.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Facebook.com/GranaderosDeGalvez 

 
 

Be sure to visit our website at www.granaderos.org as well as our Facebook page at 
www.Facebook.com/GranaderosDeGalvez. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Sympathy 
 

Elba Ramos passed into 
peace on January 30, 2015.  
Elba, along with her 
husband Servando, was a 
member of the Granaderos y 
Damas de Gálvez.  She 
earned a B.A. in Business 

Education from the Women’s University by 
the age of twenty.  She set aside an 
administrative career to help her husband in 
his career while they reared five children 
together and came to also enjoy eleven 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  
A resident of Sun City, near Georgetown, 
Texas, Elba will continue to be remembered 
for her caring demeanor and smiling face at 
various events over the years.  Please keep 
Elba and Servando in your thoughts. 

Elizabeth Mitchell passed 
into peace on December 25, 
2014.  Elizabeth is the sister 
of Dama Sylvia Escamilla and 
sister-in-law of Granadero 
Joel Escamilla.  She had a 
career dedicated to military 
and government service ending as Chief 
Legal Officer at the University of Texas-San 
Antonio where her efforts helped create the 
university's Office of Legal Affairs and 
Equal Opportunity Services.  She also 
enjoyed sharing her talents in art, music, 
poetry and gardening with friends and 
family. 

Please keep Sylvia and Joel in mind so 
they may take comfort in knowing they are 
in our thoughts. 

Elba Ramos Elizabeth Mitchell 



How the ALAMO Helped Win the 
         American           Revolution  

 
By Robert H. Thonhoff 

  
Yes, my friends, you read it right! My story will tell, in part, how THE ALAMO, the veritable  

“Shrine of Texas Liberty,” helped win the American Revolution in a most interesting and significant 
way some 54-57 years before the Battle of the Alamo in February/March 1836. 

After the Battle of Saratoga in 1777, which we read about in school history books as being “the 
turning point of the American Revolution,” the European countries of France, Spain, and Holland 
joined the American colonists in their fight against the British.  After Spain decided to declare war 
against Great Britain on May 8, 1779, King Carlos III commissioned young Bernardo de Gálvez—after 
whom Galveston, Texas, is named—to raise and lead Spanish forces in a campaign against the British 
along the Mississippi River and the Gulf Coast.  Accordingly, Gálvez proceeded to raise an army of 
1400 men, which by 1781 had swelled to over 7000 men.  Then, as now, the military axiom that “an 
army travels on its stomach” held true. 

But Gálvez knew where the food supply was—better yet, he knew where there was a veritable 
travelling commissary for his troops! As a young lieutenant, Gálvez was stationed in Chihuahua, where 
he led Spanish troops in a campaign against Apaches, once going as far as the Pecos River. While 
there, he learned of the great herds of cattle in the San Antonio River Valley in the Spanish Province 
of Texas, which was filled out with ranches belonging to the missions of Béxar and La Bahía (now 
called Goliad) and to private individuals. 

Among these ranches was the Rancho de la 
Mora, a huge ranch just south of present Falls City, 
Texas, which belonged to the Mission San Antonio 
de Valero—now called THE ALAMO. On all these 
ranches grazed uncounted tens of thousands of 
head of Texas longhorn cattle. 

In order to feed his troops, Gálvez sent an 
emissary, Francisco García, with a letter to Texas 
Governor Domingo Cabello requesting and 
authorizing the very first official cattle drive out of 
Texas. García arrived in San Antonio de Béxar on 
June 20, 1779, and by August, two thousand head 
of Texas cattle, gathered from the ranches of the 
missions and individuals in the San Antonio River 
Valley, were on their way to Gálvez’s forces in 
Louisiana. 

During the remainder of the American 
Revolution—1779, 1780, 1781, and 1782—some 
ten to fifteen thousand head of Texas cattle were 
rounded up on the ranches between Béxar and La 
Bahía and were trailed overland into Louisiana.  

 



 
Most significantly, 180 head of Texas Longhorn cattle from the Rancho de la Mora, which 

belonged to the Alamo mission were among those cattle in these first trail drives nearly one hundred 
years before the great trail drives after the Civil War! 

From La Bahía, the assembly point, herds were trailed to Nacogdoches, Natchitoches, and 
Opelousas for distribution to Spanish forces. 

Spanish Texas rancheros and their vaqueros, some of whom were mission Indians, trailed these 
cattle.  Soldiers from Béxar, La Bahía, and El Fuerte del Cíbolo escorted the herds. 

 The upshot of the story is this: Fueled in part by Texas beef—Texas Longhorns, nonetheless—
Galvez’s troops took to the field in the fall of 1779 and defeated the British in battles at Manchac, 
Baton Rouge, and Natchez. (This sounds like the Civil War, but it isn’t—it’s the American Revolution!) 

The next spring, after a month-long siege by land and sea forces, Gálvez, with over 2000 men, 
captured the British stronghold at Mobile on March 14, 1780. 

The climax to the Gulf Coast campaign occurred the following year when Gálvez directed a 
two-pronged land and sea attack on Pensacola, the British capital of West Florida.  Over 7000 men 
were involved in the two-month-long siege of Pensacola before its capture on May 10, 1781. 

While all this was going on, Spanish forces defeated the British along the Mississippi River, 
allowing great amounts of Spanish money, ammunition, and military supplies to reach the Americans. 

By defeating the British along the entire Mississippi River and the Gulf Coast, Gálvez and his 
Spanish forces made it a whole lot easier for George Washington and his Continental Army to fight 
and defeat the British along the eastern seaboard. 

As we continue to commemorate the American Revolution, let us give due credit to Bernardo 
de Gálvez and his Spanish troops.  And let us not forget the interesting and uniquely significant role 
that Texas—its soldiers, ranchers, cowboys, mission Indians and citizens—played in the winning of 
American independence.  And let us not forget that THE ALAMO made a significant contribution in the 
winning of the American Revolution with at least 180 Texas Longhorn cattle from its ranch, El Rancho 
de la Mora, about fifty miles south of here. 

When I first told this story at a meeting at the Institute of Texan Cultures in April 1981, in the 
audience was Professor Jack D. L. Holmes from the University of Alabama, an expert in the role of 
Louisiana in American Revolution.  After I told my story, Dr. Holmes remarked to the group, “Now I 
know why the Spanish were able to defeat the British so handily in their battles along the Gulf Coast.  
About all the British troops had to eat was hard tack and water, whereas the Spanish had T-BONE 
STEAKS! 

That’s why I can say with veracity that THE ALAMO had a stake in the winning of the American 
Revolution, and it doesn’t make much difference how one might spell it: S-T-A-K-E or S-T-E-A-K! 
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 The Real Alamo – A Visual Quiz 
By Joe Perez 

 
The month of March brings many ceremonies remembering the siege of the Alamo on March 6, 

1836.  It also brings this visual quiz on the Alamo courtesy of La Granada. 
The curved-shaped design (parapet) atop the Alamo chapel has become recognized worldwide.  

On a casual drive through San Antonio, you can see the design repeated on buildings, signs, 
billboards, theaters, logos and various other forms of advertising.  But have you seen those structures 
whose designers went to great lengths to make their buildings look like the real Alamo?  Take a look 
at the pictures below and see if you can tell which one is the “Real Alamo”.  All four structures are in 
San Antonio. 

A        B 

  
 

C        D 

A – If you picked A, you may be riding solo.  It’s Alamo City Harley Davidson. 
B – If you picked B, God bless you.  You picked Saint Anthony de Padua Catholic Church. 
C -  If you picked C, you deserve a little credit, however, it’s the Alamo Federal Credit Union. 
D – If you picked D, congratulations, you remembered the real Alamo. 



Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Meeting Minutes 
For the meeting held February 4, 2015 at the Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 

Submitted by Dama Olga LIzcano for Secretary Briana Perez 
 
Attendance: 

Abel Araiza, Eileen Barrientos, Pauline Faz, Joaquin Faz, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Karla Galindo, 
Frank Galindo, Yolanda Kirkpatrick, Larry Kirkpatrick,  Regina Kosub, Allen Kosub, Olga Lizcano, 
Manuel Lizcano, Joe Perez, Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez, Elizabeth Salinas, James Salinas, Victoria 
Thonhoff, Robert Thonhoff, Urban Urbano, Richard Whynot, Joe Zavala 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:18 p.m. 
 Robert Thonhoff gave the Invocation and Abel Araiza led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Governor Joe Perez welcomed our guests Allen and Regina Kosub.  He also announced our new 

members Robert O’Bryan and Abel & Reyna Araiza. 
 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez was absent but gave the Treasurer’s Report to Governor Joe Perez for 

presentation to the group.  Joe read the report, giving a Beginning Balance of $1,242.01, Expenses 
of $73.56, Income of $12,447.14 and an Ending Balance of $13,615.59.  A motion to accept the 
report was made by Richard Whynot and seconded by Roberto Flores.  After a vote, the motion 
carried. 

 Governor Perez announced that we purchased the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order after 
being informed by Robert Hancock that the latest edition has updates on the reading of the 
minutes.  Joe informed the group that the new edition dictates that we don’t need to have a vote on 
the minutes of the previous meeting.  It also says that since the membership is presented with the 
minutes of the previous meeting prior to the next meeting (by way of the newsletter) that we 
don’t need to conduct a reading of the minutes unless there is a point of order brought forward by 
a member regarding the minutes. 

 Governor Perez announced that he has appointed Granadero Richard Whynot as Chairperson of 
the Bylaws Committee and Granadero James Salinas as Chairperson of the Membership 
Committee.  They will select their committee members.  The Bylaws Committee will work on 
updating our Bylaws and the Membership Committee will work on a Membership Packet to go out 
to all members as well as efforts to grow our membership. 

 Richard Whynot gave us an update on the status of the museum at Fort Sam Houston.  He said the 
display of a Granadero de Galvez uniform is completed, however, there are parts of the museum 
still under construction.  When they announce a date for the grand opening, he will let us know 
because we may want to be a part of the ceremony. 

 Eileen Barrientos announced that her uncle, Henry De Leon, has a musket and that Governor Perez 
may want to send him a letter to see if he wants to donate it to the organization. 

 Our Guest speakers were Allen and Regina Kosub who gave a 
presentation titled “The Old Gonzales Road and the Role it Played in the 
Siege of Bejar and the Fall of the Alamo”.  Allen Kosub gave a Power Point 
presentation showing the path of the Gonzales Road, which doesn’t exist 
anymore, and its importance based on old maps and official records.  His 
presentation was very well-received. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 


