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Leaving Our Mark 
 
Our regular monthly meetings are held at La Fonda 

Alamo Heights Restaurant where we enjoy good food and 
good company.  Now, everyone who visits the restaurant will 
know that our group meets there.  Management was very 
receptive to us hanging a plaque behind the counter as you 
walk in the front door.  The plaque announces that our 
organization meets there the first Wednesday of every month 
excluding July and December.  It has our group’s logo in full 
color and the name of our organization. 

Many thanks go out to Dama Elizabeth Perez for having 
the plaque made, the purchase of which was approved at our 
meeting in October 2018.  When you attend our next 
meeting, take a look toward the front counter  and you can 
see for yourself what a beautiful plaque it is. 

Signed By The Author 
 
Our next meeting is on the 183rd anniversary of the fall of the 

Alamo.  It is appropriate that our Guest Speaker will give a 
presentation in connection to that.  Author Bill Groneman will give 
a presentation on his book Eyewitness to the Alamo. 

Mr. Groneman will have copies of his book available for us to 
purchase for only $20 (cash or check).  The author will also sign 
your copy of his book after the presentation.  This gives you yet 
another opportunity to add a signed copy to your collection of 
historical books in your personal library.  We’ll see you there. 
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 Next Meeting 

          Wednesday, March 6 
La Fonda Restaurant 
8633 Crownhill Blvd 

Dinner: 6:30    Meeting 7:30 
 

Speaker: 
Bill Groneman 

 

                        Presentation: 
              Eyewitness To 

The Alamo 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Saturday, March 9   10:00 am - 11:30 am 

Founders Monument Unveiling and Dedication at the 
Bexar County courthouse, 100 Dolorosa St. 

 
Saturday, April 6    10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Tejeda History Faire & Culture Fest. 
 
Saturday, April 27     9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
King William Fair: We will march in the morning parade 
and staff a booth in the afternoon at the Wulff House. 

 

Governor 
Joe Perez 

 

Deputy Governor 
Alex Zamora 

 

Treasurer 
Manny Rodriguez 

 

Secretary 
Briana Perez 

 

Drum Major 
Ricardo Rodriguez 

 

Chaplain 
Joe González 

 

 

Happy 
Birthday 

March Babies! 
 

Mar 2 
Pauline Faz 

 
Mar 3 

Rueben Perez 
 

Mar 8 
Monica Aguayo Johnson 

 
Mar 15 

Urban Urbano 
 

Mar 19 
Dale John Joseph Leppard 

 
Mar 31 

Louisette Zurita 
 



 
3rd Place: 

Early Settlers of San Antonio de los Llanos (2017) by Rueben Perez of San Antonio, TX 
 

 
 

Granadero Rueben Perez wins his eleventh book award out of seven books submitted 
for competition.  In addition, Rueben’s book, Forgotten Chapters of the American 
Revolution: Spain, Gálvez, and Isleños was submitted by The Colonial Dames of 
America, Chapter XXXVI and was accepted by The Historic New Orleans Collection.  For 
more than thirty years, The Historic New Orleans Collection, as part of their mission, 
promotes the study and preservation of our region’s history and culture. The collection 
is composed of published and award-winning books that comprise a wide range of 
nonfiction titles, high-quality research, and scholarship. 
 
 
  
 
In addition, Granaderos Robert H. Thonhoff, Rueben Perez, and co-author, Maria O. 
“Vee” Gomez, wrote a manuscript entitled, María Andrea Castañon Villanueva (Señora 
Candelaria): Heroine of San Antonio, which has been published in the Texas State 
Historical Association Handbook of Texas Online and is being considered for publication 
in the Southwestern Historical Quarterly. 

Congratulations, Rueben Perez, Robert Thonhoff and Vee Gomez! 
 

Recent Articles on the Internet 
 
The links below contain articles and trailers on a movie about Blas de Lezo, a 1700s Spanish naval 
officer of heroic proportions who suffered so many injuries that he served as the model for the 
modern-day peg leg pirate.  Both links were sent from Dr. Evaristo Martinez Radio-Garrido. 
 

Link to article and movie trailer 
 https://www.elconfidencialdigital.com/articulo/defensa/pelicula-blas-lezo-tiene-
trailers/20190205180407121289.html  
 

Link to article 
http://abcblogs.abc.es/espejo-de-navegantes/2019/02/01/330-anos-de-blas-de-lezo/  



A View of San Antonio Through Early Postcards 
By Joe Perez 

 
In the early part of the 20th century, the reputation of a city could be spread in many ways; word  

of mouth, newspapers, letters, and in many cases, through postcards from that city being sent all over 
the world.  Most postcards represented the main attractions of the city such as its historical features, 

modern architecture or famous events.  However, many 
postcards also featured everyday scenes of the city that 
the postcard company thought would be interesting. 

The postcard to the left was sent from San Antonio to 
Pennsylvania in 1907.  It was produced by the Carter & 
Gut Company out of New York.  It shows a jacal, or 
thatched-roof house, typical in the area of San Antonio 
called Laredito.  That area of the city was also referred to 
as the Mexican Quarters and even identified on maps as 
Mexican Dwellings.1  That gives explanation to the 

inscription “Mexican homes in San Antonio, Tex.” 
Of course, over the years, the most popular postcard image from San Antonio was the Alamo, 

which has long been, and still remains, the number one tourist attraction in the state of Texas.  The 
Shrine of Texas Liberty has been photographed, drawn and painted onto a myriad of postcards 
showing various sides at various times of day and 
night.  It remains very common for tourists to send a 
postcard from San Antonio with the image of the 
shrine, however, the postcard to the right is very 
different from the mainstream.  It was mailed in 1908 
from San Antonio.  The message on the reverse side 
advertises the C.H. Mueller Paint Company.  The 
image is a reproduction of a painting by Theodore 
Gentilz titled The Fall of the Alamo.  The inscription on 
the face of the postcard reads “The original and copyright Owned by C.H. Mueller, Paint 
Manufacturer, 905 Garden St., San Antonio, Texas.  The Fall of the Alamo, March 6th, 1836.”  What is 
interesting about this postcard is that it is not typical of postcards about the Alamo at the time. 



Another popular image of postcards from San Antonio during the early 1900s was that of the San 
Antonio Post Office and Federal Building.  Below is one such example.  It is a postcard mailed from 

San Antonio to Iowa in 1923.  At the time, the 
building had a very unique turret on the corner 
at the intersection of Alamo and Houston 
streets.  This gave that corner of the building 
the look of a medieval castle.  The turret was 
eventually closed to prevent people from using 
it to carry out pranks and practical jokes.  That 
building was constructed in 1890 and eventually 
renovated to its current state in 1937.  The 
architecture of post offices was usually 
grandiose because it was often the most visible 
federal presence in a city and gave the U.S. 

Government a way to make its presence known.2  (This is similar to county courthouses as well.)  
Being very grandeur, it is no wonder that it was a popular image for a postcard. 

The postcard below does not have a legible postmark on the reverse side but bears a three-cent 
stamp, which dates it somewhere between August 1958 and January 1963.  It is a painting of the 
Arneson River Theater with the Tower Life Building and 
full moon in the background and was printed by the 
Weiner News Company of San Antonio.  It gives an 
imagined, romantic view of the River City with deep hues, 
giving it a surreal character. 

There were several other postcards in the early 1900s 
with San Antonio images to include the missions, San 
Fernando Cathedral, the Sunken Garden Theater, hotels 
and restaurants.  However, the four cards shown here are 
different than typical postcards of the time period. 

We can also see a transition from the first postcard showing the mundane, day-to-day life of the 
impoverished in the city to the second postcard showing a historical event that is a big part of the 
city’s reputation.  The third postcard shows the majesty of a federal building and the fourth postcard 
portrays the romanticism felt by many who live in and visit the city.  

These postcards vary dramatically in design and subject matter.  Each tells a different story.  Each 
of these postcards fed others the reputation of the city, but very different reputations, from mundane 
to romantic. 

 
 

References: 
1 Perez, Rueben, & Zentella, Dr. Citlali M., Laredito: The Forgotten Neighborhood West of San Pedro 
   Creek, Published by Rueben Perez, 2013, p.28 
2 Domel, Julie, The Old Post Office Building When It Was New, mysanantonio.com, April 21, 2011, 
    accessed February 18, 2019. 
 
Postcards shown are from the author’s collection. 



 

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held February 6, 2019 at La Fonda Restaurant 

Submitted by Stella González 

Attendance: 
George Aguayo, Joe Aguayo, Michael Aguayo, Linda Barfield, Eileen Barrientos, Rafael Cavazos, 
Anthony Delgado, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Joe González, Stella González, Bob Hancock, Priscilla 
Hancock, Walter Herbeck, Monica Aguayo Johnson, Yolanda Kirkpatrick, Charles Lara, Art Martinez, 
Jimmy Peet, Joe Perez, Janie Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez, Daphne Ybarbo, Alex Zamora, Melissa 
Zamora 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:30 p.m. 
 Chaplain Joe González gave the Invocation 
 Jimmy Peet led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Governor Joe Perez welcomed guests Art Martinez, Daphne Ybarbo, Linda Barfield, Anthony 

Delgado and Charles Lara. 
 Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for January.  We had a Beginning Balance 

of $2,114.75.  We had Income of $180.19 from dues and we had no expenses, which left an Ending 
Balance of $2,294.94.  A motion to accept the report was made by Jimmy Peet and seconded by Joe 
González.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Joe Perez announced the birthdays for February.  He also mentioned upcoming events; Tejeda 
History Faire & Culture Fest on Saturday, April 6th and the King William Faire & Parade on 
Saturday, April 27th.  Joe introduced guest Linda Barfield, who gave information on the Voices 
From The Alamo event that the Daughters of the Republic of Texas is sponsoring on Saturday, 
February 23rd, which has several of our members participating.  Joe then introduced guest 
Anthony Delgado of the Canary Islands Descendants Association who gave information on a 
Canary Islanders statue unveiling on Saturday, March 9th. 

 Joe showed the plaque that will be hung at the restaurant announcing that we meet there monthly.  
He thanked Dama Elizabeth Perez for coordinating the production of the plaque. 

 Education Committee Chair Joe González gave his committee report.  We connected with Mount 
Sacred Heart Elementary/Middle School as well as Huppertz Elementary School.  He reiterated the 
importance of teaching our history to our children. 

 Fundraising Committee Chair Eileen Barrientos gave her committee report and announced that 
she has arranged for us to buy medals representing our chapter for five dollars to sell for ten 
dollars.  She will provide the artwork soon.  The medals can be sold year-round. 

 Joe then introduced Daphne Ybarbo, who gave an excellent presentation titled, “Are You Tough 
Enough to be a Tejana.”  Her presentation was informative and very well-received. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:39. 
 
 
 

 


