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Get ready because we have many things in store for you in 2020.  We had an excellent 

presentation at our February meeting and we have several more dynamic presentations 
coming soon.  At our March meeting, we will have a musical ethnodrama that includes singing 
and dancing.  It is a presentation about Juana Navarro Alsbury performed by the renowned Los 
Inocentes.  At our April meeting, we will have Tom Castanos, history buff and docent at 
Mission San José, giving a presentation about the Wild Geese, the Irish who fought in the 
service of the Spanish king in the 1700s.  At our May meeting, Granadero Rueben Pérez will 
give a presentation on his book, Forgotten Chapters of the American Revolution: Spain, Gálvez 
and Isleños.   

In addition to our monthly meetings, we will be participating at the Pearsall History Fest, 
Tejeda History Faire & Culture Fest and the King William Fair & Parade, all within the next two 
months.  Our Fife & Drum Corps is practicing tunes, our Granaderos are practicing their drills 
and our committees are working on their projects.  None of this gets done without your 
involvement as a member, whether it’s participating in events, attending the meetings or 
simply paying membership dues.  It’s a group effort and your support is appreciated. 

So get ready for some excitement……coming soon. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

March 21 – Pearsall History Fest 
 
April 4 – Tejeda History Faire & Cultural Fest 
 
April 25 – King William Fair 
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Next Meeting 
       Wednesday, March 4 

La Fonda Restaurant 
8633 Crownhill Blvd 

              Dinner: 6:30    Meeting 7:30 
 

                       Presentation: 
     Juana Navarro 

    Veramendi Perez Alsbury: 
       The Destiny of My Life      

 

     Performed By: 
       Los Inocentes                    

  
 

Come and enjoy a musical ethnodrama 
performance by San Antonio’s renowned Los 
Inocentes, who are noted for their historical 
renditions of cultural, musical and artistic 
presentations.  They have been featured on Texas 
Public Radio. 

Dr. C. Maria Zentella, Cultural Anthropologist, 
portraying Juana Navarro, reflects on Juana’s life 
while telling her story to her granddaughter, 
Corina.  This dramatic narrative, performed by Dr. 
Zentella, is interspersed with exquisite guitar music 
and beautiful songs played and sung by the artistic 
Folklorist Binisa Zentella. 
 

 
 

Members of Record 
With March Birthdays 

 
Mar 3 

Rueben Perez 
 
 

Mar 8 
Monica Aguayo Johnson 

 
 

Mar 19 
Dale John Joseph Leppard 

 
And many more! 
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By Joe Perez 
 
 

In 1766, when Antonio de Ulloa arrived as the first Spanish governor in Louisiana, he found 
that the citizens of the colony were not quite ready to convert from French rule to Spanish 
rule.  Governor Ulloa was a scientist and was much more interested in science than in running 
a Spanish colony.  He did not go out of his way to endear himself to the people of Louisiana 

and the feeling became mutual to the point of rebellion.  In time, a 
petition was signed by more than 500 colonists demanding the removal 
of Ulloa.  Ultimately, a rebellious mob of 400 colonists had formed and 
headed to the capital.  Upon seeing this, Ulloa gathered his family and 
took refuge on a ship anchored on the river.  However, the Spanish 
soldiers at his headquarters were able to present such a show of force 
that the mob’s attack was unsuccessful.  Three days later, the mooring 
cables of Ulloa’s ship were cut, sending it adrift.  It was clear to Ulloa 
that he was not welcomed in Louisiana, so he left the colony and went 
back home to Spain.  It was a very inauspicious start to Spanish 

governance of Louisiana.  There were many reasons why Ulloa failed miserably at winning the 
hearts and minds of the people.  Those reasons were not repeated by succeeding Spanish 
governors. 

After Ulloa’s departure, Charles Philippe Aubry filled in as Acting Governor until a 
successor could be named.  Spain wanted to fill the job with a seasoned military man who 
could quell the rebellion against Spanish rule in the colony.  That man was Alejandro O’Reilly, 
an Irishman serving with distinction in the Spanish army.  There are glaring contrasts between 
O’Reilly’s arrival into Louisiana and that of Ulloa, his predecessor.  Ulloa 
had arrived in New Orleans during a thunderstorm, had only ninety 
soldiers, and received a cold reception.  O’Reilly entered New Orleans 
with good weather, over two thousand soldiers and a fleet of ships.   
After his ships anchored, a shot was fired and over two thousand 
soldiers disembarked from the ships with heavy artillery and marched 
impressively to the town square where they stationed themselves for all 
of New Orleans to see.  Soldiers on the ships then shouted ¡Viva el Rey! 
three times and their cannons roared.  The soldiers in the square 
shouted their response then let loose their cannons and muskets.  Drummers pounded a 
cadence as Governor O’Reilly exited his ship with an entourage of officers in full regalia.  With 
pomp, pageantry and precision, Alejandro O’Reilly announced very clearly that a new Spanish 
governor had arrived in Louisiana. 

O’Reilly wasted no time fulfilling his orders of suppressing rebellion to Spanish governance 
of the colony.  He gathered information and identified twelve leaders of the insurrection that 
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forced his predecessor to flee New Orleans.  He immediately invited all twelve men to his 
office and summarily arrested them.  They were tried and convicted of treason.  Five were 
sentenced to hang, six to prison and one died before the trial ended.  There being no hangman 
in the colony at the time, the five sentenced to hang were, instead, shot by a firing squad.  This 
gave birth to the governor’s nickname of Bloody O’Reilly.  All twelve leaders of the rebellion 
were removed from New Orleans, in one way or another, within two months of O’Reilly’s 
arrival.  However, while removing their rebellious leaders, he absolved the citizens of 
wrongdoing.  If not winning the hearts and minds of the citizens, he at least got their 
attention.  O’Reilly did what he was sent to do.  His mission was accomplished and his tenure 
was brief, lasting only a few months.  O’Reilly was followed by Louisiana’s third Spanish 
governor, Luis de Unzaga. 

Unzaga had actually arrived in Louisiana with O’Reilly, with the intent 
being that he would serve as governor after O’Reilly quelled the rebellion.  
The residents already knew him.  He continued most of the plans initiated by 
O’Reilly, but in a more polite manner, as was his nature.  He was a seasoned 
administrator and made many executive decisions that brought Louisiana 
further into acceptance of Spanish rule.  But Unzaga was getting tired.  He 
was nearing sixty and yearned to retire to his home in Málaga, Spain.  He 
had served as Governor of Louisiana for seven years and spent much of that 

time worrying about defending Louisiana against British attack.  He ended his term as 
Governor in the good graces of Louisianans, having won them over with the gentle but firm 
execution of his duties. 

The American Revolution had begun while Unzaga was Governor of Louisiana but six 
months into the revolution, a new Acting Governor was named and he played an important 
role in that conflict.  But could this new governor possibly do better than Unzaga at winning 
over the hearts and minds of the people in Louisiana? 

The fourth governor of Spanish Louisiana was a young man named Bernardo de Gálvez.  A 
good description of him was made by Author John Walton Caughey.  He was not perfect; in 
intellectual attainment he must bow to Ulloa, in military reputation to O’Reilly, in executive 
experience to Unzaga.  Nevertheless, Gálvez had certain attributes of greatness appropriate to 
the serious crises that were to arise in his governorship, and these abilities enabled him to 
make his administration of greater moment than any of his predecrssors’.1 

If Unzaga’s seven years as governor was the courtship between Louisianans and Spanish 
rule, then Gálvez’s governorship was the marriage.  He was a young, dynamic gentleman with 
a pleasant and persuasive personality.  He did much to improve the Spanish presence in the 
colony including regulating trade, bringing in more settlers from Spain and increasing the 
military presence and capability.  But it was his personal engagement with the people that 
endeared him to Louisianans.  There were things that connected him to the people such as his 
ability to speak French and his marriage to a local woman.  Gálvez was more connected to the 
people of Louisiana than any of his Spanish predecessors.  In addition to that, his impressive 
oratory skills and sense of timing enabled him to motivate Louisianans and allowed him to 
garner their full support. 



In 1779, Gálvez planned to initiate his attacks on British forts near New Orleans, however, 
a hurricane decimated the city and delayed his start.  Gálvez wrote of the “sad situation of this 
Colony as a result of the hurricane and the general panic of its inhabitants.”2  The devastated 
citizens of New Orleans began rebuilding their city but Gálvez had to somehow convince them 
that it was the best time for a surprise attack on the British since it would not be expected.  He 
called the masses together and “gave them as emotional a speech as I was able.”3  Then he 
roused the crowd with information he had been withholding until the most opportune time 
for the greatest impact.  He excited them by announcing that he had been appointed 
Governor of Louisiana, which was received with loud cheers.  
However, he told them he could not take the oath of 
governorship and defend Louisiana without their help…and he 
did it eloquently.  “…although I am disposed to shed the last drop 
of my blood  for Louisiana and for my king, I cannot take an oath 
which I may be exposed to violate, because I do not know 
whether you will help me in resisting the ambitious designs of the 
English.  What do you say?  Shall I take the oath of governor?  
Shall I swear to defend Louisiana?”4 The reply from the crowd 
was swift and loud.  “Fear not taking the oath of office.  For the 
defense of Louisiana and for the service of the king, we tender 
you our lives, and we would say our fortunes, if we had any 
remaining.”5 

Gálvez would go on to give many more inspirational speeches but the one above, at the 
start of his Gulf Coast Campaign, is a fine example of the great extent to which Louisianans had 
come to accept Spanish rule.  Gálvez had won the hearts and minds of the people of Louisiana. 
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Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held February 5, 2020 at La Fonda Restaurant 

Submitted by Joe Perez 

Attendance: 
George Aguayo, Joe Aguayo, Sally Avila, Jason Bourgeois, Charles Carvajal, Rafael Cavazos, 
Richard Crawford, Carlos Garza, Vivian Garza, Joe González, Stella González, Monica Aguayo 
Johnson, Charles Lara, Maria Lerma, Paul Lerma, Jimmy Peet, Joe Perez, Janie Rodriguez, 
Manny Rodriguez Sr., Bebe Rosser, Annie Snider, Joe Weathersby, Vedia Weathersby 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Governor Joe Perez. 
 The Invocation was given by Chaplain Joe González. 
 Jason Bourgeois led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Joe Perez introduced all of our guests.  
 Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for January.  We had a Beginning 

Balance of $4,616.22.  We had Expenses of $291.68 for a deposit to reserve the room for 
our 2020 Christmas Party, guest speaker’s dinner and copies of letter for Teacher’s 
Packets.  We had Income of $412.90 from membership dues, sale of Damas brooch and 
interest on account.  This left an Ending Balance of $4,737.44.  A motion to accept the 
report was made by Jimmy Peet and seconded by Carlos Garza.  After a vote, the motion 
carried. 

 Joe Perez announced the birthdays for January. There was no report from the Visibility 
Committee as the Chair was absent due to a death in the family.  Joe reminded everyone of 
the role of the Visibility Committee and that more committee members are welcome. 
Education Committee Chair Joe González reported that his committee has finalized the 
Teacher’s Packets and will work to get them in the hands of teachers.  His committee also 
continues to work on a documentary about Gálvez.  No report was given on the Fife & 
Drum Corps as the Chair was absent due to travel.  Archivist Stella González reported that 
she is still looking for members to submit items for her to archive and that she will look 
into a small file cabinet to store items submitted. 

 Under Old Business, Joe Perez announced the recent letter from the Children’s Shelter 
thanking us for the toys we donated.  Under New Business, Joe announced the purchase of 
business cards for some of the officers and for the general membership, which were 
designed by Joe González. 

 Joe introduced guest speaker Jimmy Peet who gave an excellent presentation about San 
Antonio, before, during and after the Battle of Medina.  He answered several questions 
afterwards from the audience.  Jimmy also donated the slide show advancer, which was a 
generous gesture on his part.  

 Joe announced the presentation by Los Inocentes for our March meeting. 
 Governor Joe Perez adjourned the meeting at 8:48 p.m. 


