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A new entity has recently been created called the Hispanic
Heritage Coalition. It is something that has been talked about
for several years but no one has taken the initiative to get it
done…until now.
The creator is Anthony Delgado, who is an officer with the
Canary Islands Descendants Association and runs the
Facebook page Hispanic Heritage Matters in Texas.
Anthony recognized the need. He states, “I created the
Hispanic Heritage Coalition for a couple of reasons. First and
foremost, it's much needed. There isn't a single organization
that one can turn to that serves as a conduit to the many
Hispanic heritage organizations in San Antonio. For that
matter, there isn't one that serves the State. I'll likely be
expanding the purpose once we first establish a solid
foundation with the San Antonio-based organizations. “
The goal of the coalition is to serve as a single entity, made up of many Hispanic heritage
organizations that will facilitate communication among each other. This will be done by the
coalition having quarterly meetings, where all groups are invited, also by having one site with a
calendar that will have events for all of the organizations. The coalition will help the various
groups share information and align their activities so they don’t overlap one another. When
the calendar is established, it will be made available to the
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Passing of Dr. Vela
Granadero Dr. G. Roland Vela passed on January 26th.
Among his many accomplishments, he authored the book,
Bernardo de Gálvez: Spanish Hero of the American
Revolution. His obituary is on page 4 of this newsletter.
You may also read a remarkable interview conducted with
him in 2007 for the U.T. Austin Voces of Oral History Center
at the following link:
https://voces.lib.utexas.edu/collections/stories/gerardroland-vela
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The Face of Bernardo de Gálvez
A Photoshop Reconstruction
Above is the title of an article
that appeared online February 15,
2021 on a site called Digital Yarbs.
The site creates faces of historical
figures through the use of the
Adobe Photoshop program.
The site takes images of
people and reconstructs them in
color using a computer program.
The site states that their reconstructions may or may not be
accurate but they offer one possibility of how the person looked. Thanks go out to Granadero
Michael Cristian for submitting the link. The full article may be read at the web address below.
https://yarbs.net/blog/2021/02/15/the-face-of-bernardo-de-galvez-a-photoshopreconstruction/?fbclid=IwAR2umsPIZoThg9hknDDy16aCuvWbL37HQmwciRkNwNt4cMnbyr2msapWAJo

2021 KING WILLIAM FAIR CANCELED
“The 2021 King William Fair, an official Fiesta® San Antonio
event since 1968, will not take place this year due to the health and
safety concerns we have for our community as we continue to fight
COVID-19. We look forward to celebrating with you at our next King William Fair on Saturday,
April 9, 2022. We will be in touch throughout the month of February 2021 with all of our
vendors, volunteers, sponsors, contractors, Parade participants, entertainers, neighbors, and
community stakeholders to shift our energy and resources on planning a healthy and
successful 2022 King William Fair. In the meantime, please stay safe and keep the spirit of
Fiesta alive in your heart! ¡Viva Fiesta!”

Recent Article on the Internet
This is an interesting website sent to us by our friend in Spain, Dr. Evaristo C. MartinezRadio Garrido: www.thespanishlegacy.com

Dr. Gerard Roland Vela
1927 - 2021
We mourn the loss of Dr. Vela, a Navy Seaman, a Doctor of
Philosopy, a Denton City Councilman…..a Granadero
Dr. Gerard Roland Vela passed away peacefully at his home Tuesday, January 26, 2021. He
was born to Marcial and Maria Guadalupe (Muzquiz) Vela on September 18, 1927 in Eagle
Pass, Texas. Roland married Emma Lamar Codina in 1953.
Dr. Vela was a U.S. Navy veteran of World War II. After the war, he attended the University of
Texas and earned his Bachelor's and Master's degrees. Eight years later, he returned to the
University of Texas and earned his Ph.D in Microbiology and Biochemistry. In 1965, he moved
to Denton, where he joined the faculty of North Texas State University. During his 35 year
tenure at North Texas, Dr. Vela taught Microbiology classes, directed the research of 20
Doctoral students, 44 Masters students, published 75 research papers, and served five years as
Associate Dean of Science and Technology. He maintained a national and international
reputation in Microbiology having chaired many high profile committees, taught at universities
throughout the world, and consulted to promote ecological remediation in commercial
environments. He served as the first Hispanic City Council member in Denton and was a
founding member of the Firehouse Theater Group. He was a member of the Airport Advisory
Board, the Board of Directors of the Texas Municipal Power Agency, the Denton Forum, the
Board of Directors of Ann's Haven Hospice of Denton, and the Board of Directors of Our Daily
Bread. He was involved in the Denton County Cooperative Agency and the Flow Health Care
Foundation. Dr. Vela was named one of the Outstanding 100 Texas Latinos of the Twentieth
Century by Texas Latino Magazine in the year 2000. He published Microbiology textbooks as
well as history books on Bernardo de Galvez (a copy of which he presented to Prince Phillip,
later crowned King of Spain) and Antonio Lopez de Santa Ana. Because of his devotion to civic
duty and work in the promotion of education in the Hispanic community, the city of Denton,
working with the Denton LULAC Council, named the G. Roland Vela Athletic Center after him.
His accomplishments, his students, and his intellect are enduring and will continue to
exemplify the very best in science and in humanity.
Dr. Vela is preceded in death by his parents. He is survived by his wife Emma, son Jerry
(Anne), daughter Anna Maria Trier (Mark), daughter Yolanda Vorel (Emerson), son Jaime,
seven grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren.

The above obituary appeared in the Denton Record-Chronicle, Jan 30 – 31, 2021.

L’histoire du champ d'asile
Au Texas
Or

The History of le champ
d’asile in Texas
By Rueben M. Perez
Have you ever heard of Champ d’Asile? To be honest, neither had I until recently, when
reading an article entitled Especially Texan: Champ d’Asile. You’ve heard the old saying,
‘Curiosity killed the cat, but satisfaction brought it back’ and the same goes for this story.
So, what did the French term Champ d’Asile actually mean. The English translation is ‘Field
of Asylum’ or ‘Field of Refuge’. The first question that came to mind was, just where was
Champ D’Asile located. To help identify its location, a map is provided with a white square.
Founded in the spring of 1818, the short-lived
French Champ d’Asile site was located about three
miles up the east bank of the Trinity River near the
present-day town of Liberty, Texas. This was not
the first incursion in Texas by the French. La Salle,
more than a century and half earlier, hoisted the
French flag in Matagorda Bay in 1685, which
became the first European settlement in Texas. At
this time, Texas was part of the viceroyalty of
Nueva España (New Spain). After hearing about La
Salle’s colony, the Spanish sent several expeditions
to find and destroy the colony.
White box showing location of Champ d’Asile
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The short-lived French Champ d’Asile is one of the most enduring mysteries in Texas history. If
a few Frenchmen and their allies could have had their way, Texas might have become part of
the new Napoleonic empire. On the other hand, the intrusion by the Frenchmen had a
significant impact on the future of Texas. The concern of Champ d’Asile aroused interest by
two countries, the United States and Spain. The location of the French colony was in a
disputed ill-defined neutral territory of the Louisiana Purchase between the two countries.
Both Spain and the United States wanted the territory but decided to leave it alone until the
boundaries of the Louisiana Purchase could be more firmly defined. The French presence
prompted both the United States and Spain to respond.

Frontispiece from “Le Texas, ou Notice historique sur le Champ d’Asile” by Hartman and Millard. Published in Paris by
Beguin in June 1819 and showing the attempted French settlement, including four fort structures, housing, and related
facilities along the Trinity River and was the precursor to the 1855 La Reunion site west of Dallas.

In charge of the French filibusters was Baron Charles Francois
Antoine Lallemand who issued a manifesto claiming that the invaders,
even though organized in military units, were no more than peaceable
colonists dedicated to tilling the soil by cultivating grapes and olives.
Unfortunately, that was not true for the French soldiers who spent
most of their time building a fortress, manufacturing munitions, and
conducting drills. It was because of their ignoring the agricultural
aspect as to why they were there and the failure to raise crops by the
settlers that led to their own demise, due to the lack of food.
It remains questionable as to the intentions of the French. Some historians believe the goal
was to enlarge the settlement numbers to invade Mexico and place Napoleon’s brother Joseph
on the throne since he had been King of Naples, King of Spain and was living in the United
States. Another speculation was to raise enough forces to raid the silver mines in Mexico and
give the filibusters wealth and power to rescue Napoleon from exile. The actual reasons why
Champ d’Asil was established remains an open question to this day.
WHAT IF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE HAD ESCAPED FROM ST. HELENA AND WOUND UP IN THE
AMERICAS?
Taking our story back to the beginnings and filling in the blanks on how this occurred,
we start with Napoleon Bonaparte, with whom we are all familiar. Napoleon Bonaparte was
born Napoleone di Buonaparte and referred to as ‘Le Corse’ or ‘The Coriscan’. After winning
many successful campaigns during the French Revolution, Napoleon was made Emperor of
France from 1804 to 1814 and again briefly in 1815, ruling over much of continental Europe.
After losing a war with Russia, only 10,000 out of 600,000 of Napoleon’s soldiers remained fit
for combat. By January 1814, France was being attacked on all fronts. After learning about
the fall of Paris, Napoleon realized that further resistance was useless and he abdicated his
throne on April 6, 1814. The terms of the Treaty of Fontainebleau by the allies granted

Napoleon the island of Elba on which to be exiled. Not willing to give up, Napoleon left Elba
and returned to Paris. On June 16, 1815, Napoleon mustered an army and picked up arms
again. Two days later, at Waterloo, Napoleon met the British and was defeated. Once back in
Paris, the parliament forced Napoleon to abdicate the throne. He intended to take a ship to
America, however, the British blocked his going to America and decided he would be detained
on the remote island of St. Helena. On May 5, 1821, not yet 52 years old, Napoleon died in St.
Helena.
Louisiana Territory
France ceded the Louisiana Territory to Spain in 1762 and,
in 1800, regained ownership of it as part of a plan to reestablish a French colonial empire in North America. In 1803,
seeing the failure of his colonial efforts, Napoleon decided to
sell the Louisiana Territory to the United States, instantly
doubling the size of the U.S. The selling price in the Louisiana
Purchase was less than three cents per acre, a total of $15
million.
Napoleon on Saint Helena, watercolor
by Franz Josef Sandmann, c. 1820

THE BEGINNING OF CHAMP D’ASILE
After the fall of Napoleon Bonaparte in 1815, several of his followers, facing treason
charges in France, immigrated to the United States. Baron Henri Dominique Lallemand was
staying in New Orleans in 1817 when he was joined by his elder brother, Baron Charles
Lallemand, who was one of Napoleon’s favorite generals. The U.S. Congress gave Charles
Lallemand a grant in Alabama to establish the Society for the Cultivation of the Vine and
Olive. When this adventure failed, the brothers recruited and enlisted sixty refugee officers to
join the society. Another contingent led by Baron Antoine Rigaud, (second in command) set
sail from Philadelphia with more French exiles. They all met in Galveston, Texas, on February
19, 1818. At Galveston, the Frenchmen were the guests of privateers Pierre and Jean Lafitte,
special agents who were working for the Spanish government. The Lafittes reported the
Frenchmen activities to the Spanish consul in New Orleans. Once the French exiles were in
Galveston, Laffite provided provisions and transported the filibusters to their destination.
Aided by Laffite half the group ascended the Texas mainland up the Trinity River in small
boats. The second group followed Lallemand by walking
up the east bank of the river which took six days to the
newly founded site of Champ d’Asile.
Generally, there were 100 officers at the
encampment at any given time, four women and four
children, three orderlies, several servants and laborers.
Between two-thirds to three quarters were French, the
rest were former Grande Armée officers of other
nationalities. The roster rolls showed 149 known names
at Champ d’Asile.

Back in France and following the fall of Champ d’Asile, the
Parisians made the colony a symbol of French resistance
portraying the soldiers as noble farmer-soldiers, wrote several
novels telling the romance and glamour of the colony and even
raised funds to bring the colonists back to France. Songs were
written and beautiful art work painted on wall paper and labels
on liqueur bottles representing the imaginary Champ d’Asile
in Texas.
Book written in Paris, June 1819
THE REAL TRUTH BE KNOWN AS TO WHAT HAPPENED:
There is little evidence that the colonists of Champ d’Asile took agriculture seriously. They
spent more time with military maneuvers due to an abundance of officers and a lack of noncommissioned personnel. The Texas weather was a big thorn to them with sultry heat in the
summers, diseases, and an onslaught of mosquitoes. If that wasn’t enough, many poisoned
themselves trying to live off the land instead of planting crops and, even worse, some were
captured and eaten by the Karankawa Indians. And still, if that wasn’t enough, an agent from
the U.S. government told the French to leave Texas. When Lallemand ordered the colony to
disband most of the settlers abandoned Champ d’Asile. A few remained under Rigaud until a
hurricane hit in September destroying the colonists’ shelter and supplies.
Bourbon Spain still ruled Spanish Mexico and sent troops from San Antonio
to destroy the encampment. In late October, 1818, Captain Juan de Castañeda
and some troops, left from San Antonio de Béxar Presidio to expel the
filibusters and destroy Champ d’Asile. One of Castañeda’s engineers drew a
detailed map of the settlement prior to its destruction and, after two days, the
troops burned the settlement to the ground. Jean Lafitte and his men were
ordered by the United States to pack their bags and sail away from Galveston. With the aid of
the Laffite’s, most of the filibusters were in New Orleans by the end of November.
The major outcome of the French colony, Champ d’Asile, was that it made it possible to
reach an agreement in the Adams-Onis Treaty of 1819, which eliminated the Neutral Ground
and established the Sabine River as the Louisiana-Texas boundary and the recognized border
between the United States and New Spain.
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Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held February 3, 2021 via Zoom on the internet
Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez

Attendance: Governor Joe Perez, Governor General Fidel Santos, Juanita Santos, Sally Avila,
Stella González, Joe González, Janie Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez, Alex Zamora, Melissa
Zamora, Cliff Normand, Jason Bourgeois, Ricky Reyes, Jesse Villarreal, Michael Cristian, Walter
Herbeck, Robert Garcia, Chad LeBlanc, Joe Weathersby, Vedia Weathersby. The Co-host was
Dama Melissa Zamora
The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez.
The Invocation was given by Chaplain Joe González.
Governor Joe Perez led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Joe announced the birthdays for February.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report. January showed a Savings account
balance of $1,314.57. The checking account had a Beginning Balance in January of $3,800.40.
We received $330.00 in membership dues and a donation of $15.00. We had Expenses of
$16.00 for the monthly Zoom account to conduct our meetings, a gift card of $25 for the
Guest Speaker, and office supply expenses of $2.76. We received $0.33 from interest on our
account which left an Ending Balance of $4,101.97. A motion to accept the report was made
by Ricky Reyes and seconded by Joe Weathersby. After a vote, the motion carried.
Governor Joe announced the King William Fair has been cancelled. Governor Joe stated that
he would look into whether or not there will be any virtual activities that the Granaderos may
be able to participate in. Governor Joe also stated that he was looking into placing the names
of all dues-paying members into the newsletter. A membership roster was also discussed and
members agreed that it would list the names and email addresses and sent to members only.
The Education Committee Reported they met on January 30, 2021. Chairman Joe González
and the Committee also reviewed the narrative written for the video of Gálvez that Rafael
Cavazos is working on. It was determined the narrative will be edited for a shorter version.
Joe González will be reaching out to other Granaderos for their input on this endeavor. The

Gàlvez Stamp Committee Chairman, Manny Rodriguez, reported they had their first meeting
on January 7, 2021. This committee will be meeting on the second Thursday of each month.
Manny stated that they will start working on the introduction to the request. This
introduction will need to be well-written. For this introduction, they will be referencing a
book written by Robert H. Thornhoff.
Our guest speaker was Chaplain, José González. His presentation titled, "The Gálvez Lineage:
Patriots and Warriors in Spain's History," was very informative on the Gálvez family members
and their contribution to the service of their country, that also contributed to the creation of
ours. This presentation was well researched.
After a short Q&A, and nothing more for the good of the order, Governor Perez adjourned
the meeting at 9:15.
On January 24, 2021, in St. Augustine, Florida, the
United States Postal Service® issued the Castillo de San
Marcos Priority Mail® stamp in one design, in a
pressure-sensitive adhesive pane of four stamps.
This latest Priority Mail stamp celebrates the oldest
masonry fortification in the United States, the Castillo
de San Marcos, in St. Augustine, Florida.
The stamp art features a digital illustration of the
fortress based on a contemporary photograph. With a
view toward the northeast corner of the fortress, the artwork captures it in the golden glow of
sunrise over Matanzas Bay.
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Don’t miss out on our next Zoom meeting. We can’t meet in
person at the restaurant now but we still have the same meeting
online with a business portion, a guest speaker and the chance to
see and speak with our fellow members whom we haven’t seen in
a while.
You can rest assured that our Zoom meetings are never
boring.

