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Back To School

On February 2, 2022, we went back to giving living history presentations in schools. Our
latest presentation was postponed from an earlier date due to Covid. We gave a living history
presentation at St. Mary’s Catholic School in Fredericksburg TX. We spoke with 6 th, 7th & 8th
grade classes consisting of 71 students and 6 faculty/staff.
Participants at our latest presentation were Manny Rodriguez (Granadero), Janie
Rodriguez (Fifer), Joe Viviano (Drummer), Joe Weathersby (Militia), and Joe González (Friar).
This school presentation series was developed by our
Education Committee and has been very successful. It
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has allowed us to teach this part of our history in local
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Next Meeting
Wednesday, March 2
La Fonda Restaurant

8633 Crownhill Blvd

Dinner: 6:30 Meeting 7:30

Mar 2
Pauline Faz
Mar 3
Rueben Perez
Mar 8

Speaker:

Monica Aguayo Johnson

Bill Groneman

Mar 15

Presentation:
David Crockett:
Hero of the Common Man

Urban Urbano

Mar 19
Dale John Joseph Leppard

Mar 31
Louisette Zurita

Governor
Joe Perez
Author Bill Groneman lives in Kerrville, Texas, and has
written about such Texas topics as the Alamo and David
Crockett. He has given excellent presentations to us in the
past and is welcomed back to give us a presentation on his
book, “David Crockett: Hero of the Common Man.”
He will have his book available to purchase at our
meeting and will sign all books sold. His book will be
available to purchase at our meeting for only $20 (cash or
check only).
Come join us for great food, great company and a great
presentation as we celebrate Texas Independence month at
our next meeting.

Deputy Governor
Alex Zamora
Treasurer
Manny Rodriguez
Secretary
Janie Rodriguez
Drum Major
Ricardo Rodriguez
Chaplain
Joe González

Welcome, New Members!
Lisa Santos
Lisa Santos recently retired from the legal community after more than 40 years in the legal
secretary and paralegal field. She has been working on her ancestry after learning her father's
mother's family came from Louisiana and has been there since the late 1700s.
Thereafter, Lisa learned that her mother's mother's family was from Louisiana too. Lisa's
maternal and paternal family came from Mexico in the early 1700s. Lisa is currently the
President of 1718 San Antonio Founding Families and Descendants.

Irene Roberts
Irene was born and raised in San Antonio, Texas, but has lived in the Austin area since
1971. She is married with a blended family of 4 children and 8 grandchildren. She and her
husband travel significantly. Irene loves genealogy as her main hobby.
As a member of a family of 10 children, Irene only heard family stories that her grandparents
were from Mexico. After 15 years of genealogical research, she discovered her Texas roots.
Irene is a descendant of 8 of the 16 original Canary Islands families who arrived in the Presidio
of San Antonio de Bexar in 1731 to establish the first civil government. Her 6th Great
grandfather, Vicente Alvarez Travieso, was elected alguacil mayor (chief constable) for life.
Irene is also a member of several genealogical groups and is currently the TXDAR Lineage
Research Committee Vice Chair, Spanish Task Force, with a specialty on Texas Cattle Ranchers
who provided aid in support of the American Revolution.
In addition, Irene joined the DRT in 2020 and now has 6 ancestors recognized by the DRT. She
is currently the Historian for the John Berry Chapter in Georgetown, Texas.
Irene retired from IBM after 32 years and several achievements, such as: 2006 IBM Master
Inventor 15 IBM Patents and 106 IBM Technical Disclosures; 2008 Technologist of the Year,
Women of Color Magazine; 2009 Hispanic Engineer National Achievement Award (HENACC);
and 2012 Top Hispanic Women in Information Technology, Women of Color

Mark William Roberts
Mark was born in Mt Pleasant Michigan. He has two children from a previous marriage. After
obtaining degrees in Political Science and Computer Science, he enjoyed a 34-year career with
IBM. He worked on the early IBM Personal computer and spent time at IBM Headquarters in
NY. During those years in the 1980s, Mark worked with many of the leaders of the PC
Industry, including Don Estridge of IBM and Bill Gates of Microsoft. In the mid 1990s Mark was
one of the first groups working on the internet for businesses. He developed a team that
assisted leading World Banks to begin to use and exploit the internet, including developing the
earliest online banking solutions. From there, Mark moved into online shopping, assisting
clients such as Walmart, Target and Best Buy to develop their online shopping systems
In terms of genealogy, Mark's earliest paternal ancestor in America was a Pilgrim who, after
establishing himself in the 1640s in Massachusetts, he moved to New Jersey via Connecticut
and was one of the founders of Newark, New Jersey.

Recent Article on the Internet
Renaming A Building After Bernardo de Gálvez?
This author of this article is a retired University of Alabama history professor. He has a recommendation for the university in the renaming of its buildings. You can read the article at:
https://www.tuscaloosanews.com/story/opinion/2022/02/12/general-idea-renamingbuildings-ua-port-rail/6755366001/

Take Bernardo With You Wherever You Go
The company, Teepublic, sells many items with a cartoon image of Bernardo de Gálvez on
them. They have t-shirts, coffee cups, masks and cell phone covers. You can check it out at:
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/435371489077188051/

THE MYSTERIOUS WOMAN IN BLUE
AND HER GIFT TO SAN ANTONIO
By Rueben M. Perez

Angel of the Alamo
Illustrated by: Robert H. Thonhoff

Edited by Robert H. Thonhoff

There is a legend of a mysterious woman in blue and her gift to San Antonio by the hands of
one woman in every generation. The legend is found in Adina de Zavala’s book, History and
Legends of the Alamo and Other Missions in and around San Antonio, written in 1917. The
legend starts: “Out of the underground passages of the Alamo she comes once in a generation,
or, when her gift has lapsed—this Mysterious Woman in Blue. Her Gift is not to the first
person she happens to meet—but she searches until she finds a worthy recipient. And,
strange to tell, tradition says, she always selects a native Texan, of the same type of woman,
tall, eyes of gray—changeable with her moods, dark, fine hair—not black. In character the
woman is superior, pure and good, well-bred, intelligent, spiritual and patriotic. She may be
young or old or middle age. Stranger yet, the woman to whom the Gift is given does not
always know that she possesses the Gift of the Woman in Blue, though she is always ready to
use her talents for the good of others.
What is the Gift? The gift of seeing to the heart of things! She sees with the clear-eyed
vision of a Joan of Arc all that may vitally affect, for good or ill, the people of her city and state,
whom she ardently loves with strange devotion. All the children are her children—all the
people are to her friends, and brothers and sisters! There is no can’t, and no pretense—it is
real.
She is here now—the Woman with the Gift for San Antonio, and oh, how we need her!
She will help you and she will help me, if we find her! Who is she?
Tradition says she is always busy on the side of right, humanity, truth, justice and
patriotism, -- that you might – not keep her hidden or covered—try as you might—not in the
whole city full—because she has the Gift, she is a Mascot to those who help on her work and
the – “Devil’s Own Luck” to those who hinder. Find her if you are wise, search until you do.
Who is she? She may be known by her works, perhaps, though the finest of that is in secret. If
you are cleared-eyed, she will be made manifest. Or another clue may be obtained from those
who have tried to frustrate her work. They know who she is from the ill-luck which has
followed them! If you need to see straight, and deep, find her. Do you need counsel and
guidance, trust to her? Tradition further says that she is always ready to help the rich, the
poor, the artist, the artisan, the writer, the children—the whole people of her beloved Texas
land. She has the Gift and therefore cannot choose but to use it for San Antonio. Do you
know her? If you do not profit by the Gift the fault is yours, not that of the Mysterious Woman
in Blue, nor of the Woman who holds the precious Gift as Almoner for San Antonio.”
On February 11, 1899, one of the last voices of the fall of the Alamo was hushed.
Numerous accounts of the battle of the Alamo and caring of Colonel James Bowie would never

be heard again. Often described as a woman with bright eyes, she became a legendary figure
and recognized by many prominent citizens of San Antonio, including General Stanley, John
Twohig, H.H. Adams, and others as Travis, Bowie, Crockett, and Lamar all who knew her for
her famous Mexican meals she prepared and fandangos given. The Gift was given or received
by this remarkable woman who rendered care for the sick and dying for the people during the
Battle of the Alamo, including James Bowie and for many others in San Antonio. In modest
surroundings, she bestowed others with support, security, and comfort. In the midst of the
smallpox epidemic, she would go out among the patients and nurse them day and night. Her
Gift to others was to share and give money to those who were needy, such as a number of
families on their way to California who were stranded in the city. What is the Gift? Giving of
self in truth, humanity, justice and patriotism as noted about this woman by many San
Antonians who admired her for many fine traits of character and patriotic devotion. The Gift is
measured by helping others, an almoner of distributing alms to the rich, poor, and for all of
the people, friends, brothers and sisters. She has the Gift, one of the greatest is the love of
the children, and all the adopted children became her children. She was often summoned by
Commissioner’s Court to take care of a child, she accepted the responsibility and asked for
papers of adoption. During her lifetime, she cared for and raised twenty-two orphan children.
How would I know about the gift of Andrea Castañon de Villanueva? She raised my
great grandfather, George W. Newton, and his brother, Henry Newton, ages nine and seven
years old. Although she was often referred to as Madam Candelaria, I would rather refer to
her as Senora Candelaria or ‘’The Legendary Woman of the Alamo’ with the GIFT”. Noted
historian, Judge Robert H. Thonhoff described Andrea Castañon de Villanueva as the veritable
“Angel of the Alamo.”
Robert and I have been privileged to know Maria Olga “Vee” Gomez, a direct
descendant of Andrea Castañon de Villanueva for many years. Upon my invitation to write a
poem on Andrea Castañon de Villanueva, “Vee” Gomez, then 90, with her love, devotion, and
admiration for Señora Candelaria, wrote in one evening the following epic poem and called me
the next morning she to tell me she was finished. Our dear friend is 97 years old.
My Señora Candelaria Legend
Written by Maria Olga “Vee” Gomez
Madam Candelaria was my incredible great grandmother.
From tales, I’ve either heard or read she was like no other.
She reared her four children and 22 waifs as her own.
Doing this lovingly without uttering even a moan.
Caring for others seemed to give her much pleasure.
Her joy was described as being without measure.
Candelaria was a “curandera” in those olden days.
Administering to the rich and poor in, oh, so many ways.
Her reputation was highly regarded in the Mexican town,

Eventually even to smallpox and cholera victims she felt bound.
At her small boarding house, she also prepared meals galore,
Serving people like Travis, Bowie, Crockett, Austin, and more.
In March of 1836 she was asked to nurse ailing Bowie in the Alamo
As he wished to spare his kin, Juana, demanding she go.
Fearing his illness might be contagious and so,
Candelaria rushed to the rescue without saying, “No”.
One day Bowie shouted, “Enough, this battle is getting too rough.
Boys, move my cot where I can help kill this enemy that’s tough.”
Then Candelaria watched Travis with his sword draw a line.
“If you’re willing to die for Texas, this side is mine.
And if you choose to leave, the other side is thine.”
‘Tis’ said only Louis Moses Rose admitted he wanted to go.
He departed hurriedly, but with his head held low.
Suddenly, some Mexican soldiers rushed towards Bowie’s bed,
One of their knives missed him and struck Candelaria instead.
Years later she had one scar on her chin and one on her arm.
Fortunately, God spared her from much further harm.
Poor valiant Bowie met with a very gruesome end,
But before, with pistols, two soldiers to death he did send.
Candelaria had nursed Bowie through the battle horrific,
The patriots were outnumbered but their spirits terrific.
That “SIEGE” was an atrocious disaster as Santa Ana’s army won,
Yet some Tejanos were determined not to be outdone.
Since these brave men couldn’t forget the abominable foe,
A company of them marched to Goliad shouting, “Remember the Alamo”
Since Candelaria cared for so many, even sick patriots, in her gentle way
I consider her another Florence Nightingale, I sincerely say.
And I pray fervently I will meet her in Heaven someday.
The legend of the “Mysterious Woman in Blue” and her Gift to San Antonio may have
passed on to Señora Candelaria as well as many other women of San Antonio who also
demonstrate the Gift of caring, loving, and nurturing, thus receiving the GIFT.
References:
Adina de Zavala, History and Legends of the Alamo and Other Missions in around San Antonio
Poem written by Maria Olga “Vee” Gomez direct descendant of Andrea Castañon de Villanueva
Illustration by Robert H. Thonhoff
For more information on Señora Candelaria: http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fv120

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held February 2, 2022 at La Fonda Restaurant
Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez

Attendance: Sally Avila, Hayes Bailly, Stan Bradford, Scott Billington, Jason Bourgeois, Freddie
Bustillo, Rosa Maria De Llano, Shane Domingues, Johnette Downing, Diana Drury, Robert
Freeland, Debbie Flores, Lucila Flores, Robert Flores, Joe González, Walter Herbeck, Bill Hyden,
John Inclan, Alice Jones, Monique Kennedy, Brother Philip, Antonio Sergio Perez Marrero,
Pablo Matou, Tracy Migues, Lynda Normand, Katherine Oliver, Mirelis Peraza, Rueben Perez,
Joe Perez, Sylvia Reash, Irene Roberts, Delia Rodriguez, Janie Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez,
Roger Romero, Tracy Sanchez, Al Serpas, Fidel Santos, Juanita Santos, Lisa Santos, Holly Santry,
Darlene Soule, David Sular, Alex Zamora, Melissa Zamora
The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez. The Invocation was given
by Chaplain Joe González. Dama Melissa Zamora led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s report. The January Bank Statement showed
a Savings account balance of 1,317.86 with no activity for the month. The checking account
beginning balance for January was $6,616.99. Expenses were; Payment to Zoom $16.00,
Payment to La Fonda Restaurant for speakers meal $15.44, Payment to Monarch Trophy
$52.95. Incoming Funds: 2022 membership dues totaling $315.00. End of month balance for
January is $6,847.60. A motion to accept the report was made by Joe González and seconded
by Robert Flores. After a vote, the motion carried.
Governor Joe announced the birthdays for the month of February.
Education committee Chairman Joe González gave his report on the progress of the school
presentations. The last presentation was given on February 2, 2022 in Fredericksburg, TX,
making the number of attendees for all 11 schools 611.
Gàlvez Stamp Committee Chairman Manny Rodriguez stated that at this time there is no other
information other than having other organizations submit letters.
Governor Joe introduced our guest speaker for the evening. Robert Freeland, a historian who
is also the Governor of La Luisiana Chapter of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez. Robert
enlightened us on the importance Canary Islanders played in the history of Louisiana. His
presentation was titled "Louisiana's Isleños: The Legacy of Bernardo de Gálvez." Additionally,
Mr. Freeland gave his presentation from the Isleños Museum in St. Bernard, Louisiana.
After a short question and answer session the meeting was adjourned at 9:26 by Governor Joe
Perez.

