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King William Fair and Parade 
 

On Saturday, April 26th, the Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez participated in the King 
William Fair and Parade.  It was the first time we had all the musicians in the blue 
uniforms, which were worn by all Spanish musicians after March 1760.  Past Governor 
General Joel Escamilla was our lone Granadero flag bearer while Susana Stephens and 
Antonisha Riddle were our Banner Carriers.  Drum Major Ricardo Rodriguez led the 
band of Fifers Crystal Benavides, Kate Bolcar and Julie Soto with Snare Drummers 
Jesse Benavides, Gerard Cortese and Urban Urbano while Joe Perez was on the Bass 
Drum.  One comment a gentleman posted on our Facebook page reads, “I was very 
impressed by The Order of Granaderos y Damas de Galvez in this year's King William 
Parade. While I've seen ya'll participate before, I don't think I ever got to experience 
seeing your drills. It was fantastic!” Thanks go out to all who participated. 

. 

 

TejedaHistory Faire 
 & Culture Fest 

On Saturday, April 5th, we participated in the 
13th Annual Tejeda History Fair & Culture Fest at 
Tejeda Middle School.  In addition to staffing a 
living history booth, members of our Fife & Drum 
Corps marched around the grounds. Thanks go 
out to Kate Bolcar, Gerard Cortese, Ricardo 
Rodriguez, Jesse & Crystal Benavides and Joe 
Perez for representing us.   

 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
      PG. 

King William Fair/Parade    1 
Tejeda History Fair       1 
Birthday Wishes       1 
Next Meeting        2 
Upcoming Events       2 
Pensacola Ties w/Spain       2 
Fife & Drum Corps       3 
Pilgrimage to the Alamo      4 
DAR Green Mtn Boys       4 
Trip to Mexico City       4 
Gálvez Day – Pensacola       4 
Dia de la Cruz – Canarias    4 
Internet News Roundup       5 
May Meeting Minutes       6 
 

Happy Birthday wishes go out to Sylvia Sutton who celebrates her birthday on May 17thand to 
Robert Hancock who celebrates his birthday on May 23rd.  May you both have wonderful birthdays. 



Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez – Founding Chapter – San Antonio TX 
 

Governor (& Editor of La Granada): Joe Perez / (210) 386-5050 / jperez329@satx.rr.com 
Deputy Governor: Roberto Flores / (210) 433-8971 / roberto.flores76@att.net 

Secretary: Briana Perez / (210) 412-4929 / briana_rosa_perez@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Elizabeth Perez / (210) 857-4742 / eperez329@satx.rr.com 

Webmaster of La Revista (official website): Roland Cantu / gne@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

Next Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 7 
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine 

5440 Babcock Rd 
Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:15 

Guest Speaker: 
Robert H. Thonhoff 

“Tejano Families and Ranches” 

 
 
 
 

Our guest speaker for the May meeting is Robert H. 
Thonhoff, who is an award-winning author of several 
books such as The Texas Connection with the American 
Revolution, El Fuerte del Cíbolo, Camp Kenedy, Texas, 
co-author of Drama & Conflict the Texas Saga of 1776 as 
well as Editor of Forgotten Battlefield of the First Texas 
Revolution: The Battle of Medina, August 18, 1813 and 
Tejano Patriots of the American Revolution 1776-1783 
and author of several essays. 

He is a retired educator, retired Karnes County 
Judge, historian, speaker and community leader as well 
as a former President of the Texas State Historical 
Society.  He gave this presentation to a packed room at 
the Texas State Historical Association’s Annual Meeting 
on the 178th anniversary of the Battle of the Alamo. 

He has agreed to give this presentation to us and it’s 
one you will not want to miss. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Friday May 16            10:00 am 
We will give a living history presenta-
tion at Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School 
 

Saturday May 31                Noon – 1:00 
We will give a living history pre-
sentation at Thousand Oaks Library. 

Pensacola Strengthens 
Ties With Spain 

 
Last month, Dama Maria Davis of the 

Pensacola Chapter Order of Granaderos y Damas 
de Gálvez, led a contingent of Pensacola resi-
dents to have a royal audience with Queen Sofia.  
The Spanish King and Queen are both support-
ive of the efforts to make Gálvez an Honorary 
U.S. Citizen and to have a bronze memorial to 
Gálvez built in downtown Pensacola. 

U.S. Representative Jeff Miller (FL) sub-
mitted a bill to make Gálvez an Honorary Citi-
zen and the Pensacola Heritage Foundation is 
leading the effort on the bronze memorial. 

Read more about this at the following site: 
http://www.pnj.com/article/20140408/NEWS01/
304080010/Pensacola-delegation-reinforcing-
centuries-old-Spanish-ties 
 



 

 

Behind The Scene 
The Corps had a couple of great 
practices at the home of Gerard & Kate 
including a trip to a park to practice 
marching.  We continue to improve in 
every category each month.  Thank you, 
Kate & Gerard for the use of your home. 

 

On The Scene 
We brought Colonial music to the 
Tejeda History Faire.  Donning new 
Spanish Colonial musician’s uniforms 
(post 1760), we also made quite a 
showing at the King William Fair during 
Fiesta.  We continue to move forward. 

       Granaderos de Gálvez 
     Fife & Drum Corps 

Drum Call: Rogue’s March 
 

Rogue’s March is the tune played when a soldier was dishonorably discharged from the army.  The 
ceremony was originally performed to the sound of a drum as the disgraced soldier was shamefully marched 
out of camp.  It led to the term “drummed out of the army”.  The following is what happened to a British soldier 
during the Siege of Pensacola when he deserted, was caught and led back to camp.  “…he received 500 
lashes and was drummed out of the regiment. Most likely this punishment occurred east of Ft. George near 
the British camp. Typically, the men of his regiment would form into a large square around the victim. After the 
adjutant read the sentence, the prisoner would be ordered to strip. He would then remove his shirt and others 
would tie him up to a post or tree. A drummer would step forward and strike the victim with a cat o’ nine tails 
while the sergeant major marked each stroke.” 

– Wesley Odom, The Longest Siege of the American Revolution: Pensacola, p.102. 
Mr. Odom is an author and historian and Governor of the Pensacola Chapter, Order of 
Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 



Pilgrimage to the Alamo 
On Monday, April 21st, 

Governor Joe Perez 
represented our group as 
he participated in the 
Pilgrimage to the Alamo 
ceremony.  In uniform, he 
carried the Cross of 
Burgundy flag and 
presented a salute with the 
flag at the Alamo shrine. 

 
 

Green Mountain Boys Chapter 
Daughters of the American Revolution 

 
On Thursday, April 10th, Governor Joe 

Perez gave a living history presentation to the 
Green Mountain Boys Chapter of the National 
Society Daughters of the American Revolution.  
While in uniform, he spoke about the Gulf 
Coast Campaign of General Gálvez and the 
Texas cattle herded to feed his troops as well 
as the uniform and accoutrements. 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Houston Chapter Coordinates Trip to Mexico City 
 

The Houston Chapter has coordinated a fun and interesting trip to Mexico City from June 5 to 
June 8 that will focus on Spanish Colonial Mexico City and Bernardo de Gálvez.  Some of the things it 
will include are a conference at the Universidad Iberoamericana and visits to the National Cathedral, 
National Palace, The Viceroy Museum, Chapultepec Palace and more.  It’s not too late to RSVP to 
Anthony Startz in Houston at malstartz@outlook.com but time is running out. 

 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 
On May 8th, Pensacola will be celebrating Gálvez Day with several 

events throughout the city.  There will be a Te Deum at the Basilica, 
which was established by Gálvez, a parade, a reenactment and a 
ceremony at Ft. George, which Gálvez captured in his last battle of 
the American Revolution in May of 1781.  The Pensacola Chapter of 
Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez help coordinate and participate in 
these events.  All festivities honor Bernardo de Gálvez.  You can see 
a short video from last year’s ceremonies at the link below. 
http://www.pnj.com/VideoNetwork/2366770884001/Galvez-Day. 

 
 

 
The Canary Islanders Heritage Society of Louisiana will be celebrating El Dia de la Cruz on 

Saturday, May 3rd with a traditional feast of the Canary Islands.  This “Day of the Cross” is a holy day.  
On May 3rd every year, citizens of the Canary Islands are involved in a procession where they carry 
crosses that have been beautifully decorated.  Participants, wearing traditional attire, perform 
historical dances with religious significance.  This year, Heritage Society members will place a 
decorated cross on a memorial marker at the Ascension Church Cemetery, which honors their 
ancestors.  They will also place a cross at a marker in Gálveztown to honor their ancestors who 
settled there.  The Canary Islanders who settled there named the town after Gálvez as he was 
instrumental in bringing them to the New World and giving them refuge. 

 El Dia de La Cruz ~ Canarias 

 Gálvez 
Day 

in 
Pensacola 



 

A collection of recent articles found in various publications that appeared on the internet.  
 

Baton Rouge DAR rededicates 
commemorative marker 

The Baton Rouge Chapter DAR met on April 21 to rededicate the chapter’s commemorative marker 
downtown.  The Baton Rouge Chapter placed and dedicated the marker in 1933 to commemorate the 
victory of Gen. Bernardo de Galvez’s victory over the British at the Revolutionary War Battle of Baton 
Rouge. The marker was removed for downtown renovation in 2010. The marker was replaced in the 
original location on North Boulevard, in what is now known as North Boulevard Plaza. 
Appeared April 29, 2014 in the Baton Rouge newspaper, The Advocate. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

High Scool Senior Wins Essay Contest 
and Mentions Gálvez 

 
Victoria Wright, a senior at Northview High School in Pensacola, Florida, won an essay contest 
sponsored by the Pensacola Heritage Foundation.  Her essay titled, “The History of Pensacola” is 
well-written and includes the following paragraph: 

 
Bernardo de Galvez from Spain sailed from New Orleans in 1781 to capture Pensacola. Galvez 

laid siege to one of the British forts, Fort George, just north of the city of Pensacola. On May 8, 1781, the 
day after the siege, General John Campbell and the British surrendered Pensacola to Galvez. After this, 
the British left their fort in Pensacola and ended their history here in the city. When the Revolutionary War 
was coming to an end in 1783, England gave Florida to Spain in exchange for the Bahamas and 
Gibraltar. 
 

You can read the entire 7-paragraph essay at the link below. 
http://www.northescambia.com/2014/04/northview-senior-wright-wins-pensacola-heritage-foundation-
scholarship 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 
April 13, 2014 – The Pensacola News Journal had an article about the film 
business boom in that city.  Part of the article reads: “Meanwhile, Santa 
Rosa Island Authority Executive Director W.A. “Buck” Lee said he’s working 

with a crew from Spain that is making plans to shoot a film about Spanish Commander Bernardo de 
Galvez, who more than 230 years ago helped wrestle control of Pensacola from the British during the 
Revolutionary War.” 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

The Winter/Spring edition of Our Heritage Magazine has Michael N. 
Henderson on the cover.  Mr. Henderson is a genealogist and author of Got 
Proof!, a fascinating memoir of his fourth-generation grandmother “Agnes” whose 
manumission, or “freedom papers”, were signed by Louisiana Governor Bernardo 
de Gálvez.  Agnes maintained a 31-year relationship producing seven children 
with Mathieu Devaux, who served as an Artilleryman under Gálvez at Baton 
Rouge, Mobile and Pensacola.  Because Mathieu and Agnes were of different 
races, they were not allowed to marry.  Congratulations to Mr. Henderson! 

I n t e r n e t  N e w s  Ro un d u p  



Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Meeting Minutes 
For the meeting held April 2, 2014 at the Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 

Submitted by Secretary Briana Perez 
 
 
Attendance: 
JJ Zavala, Richard Whynot, Victoria Thonhoff, Robert Thonhoff, Corinne Staacke, Elizabeth Salinas, James 
Salinas, Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez, Elizabeth Perez, Briana Perez, Joe Perez, Dorothy Perez, Rueben 
Perez, Olga Lizcano, Manuel Lizcano, Yolanda Kirkpatrick, Larry Kirkpatrick, Karla Galindo, Frank 
Galindo, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Pauline Faz, Joaquin Faz, Carolina Crimm, Jack Cowan, Eileen 
Barrientos, Reyna Araiza, Abel Araiza 
 

 Governor Perez opened the meeting at 7:22 p.m. 
 The Invocation was given by Robert Thonhoff. 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Roberto Flores. 
 Governor Joe Perez announced that it was Victoria Thonhoff’s birthday and that Susan Thonhoff 

Rodriguez brought a birthday cake to celebrate.  Everyone sang Happy Birthday to Mrs. Thonhoff 
and enjoyed the cake. 

 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez presented the February Treasurer’s Report indicating a Beginning 
Balance of $794.54, Expenses of $271.99, Income of $50.06 and an Ending Balance of $572.61.  
Olga Lizcano moved to accept the report and it was seconded by Rueben Perez.  Motion carried. 

 Secretary Briana Perez presented the Secretary’s Report giving the minutes of the March meeting 
as well as upcoming events in April.  Rueben Perez moved to accept the report and it was 
seconded by Richard Whynot.  Motion carried. 

 Governor Joe Perez announced that people are still working on getting Gálvez Honorary U.S. 
Citizenship as well as getting his portrait placed in the Halls of Congress.  He also reminded 
everyone that the Gálvez Panels are on display at Mission San Jose through the summer and he 
mentioned some upcoming events. 

 Our guest speaker was Dr. Carolina Castillo Crimm who gave an impassioned presentation on 
Bernardo de Gálvez as a man of enlightenment.  Her presentation was very well received. 

 Olga Lizcano moved that we form a committee to write a letter from all the chapters to Congress 
petitioning them to hang a portrait of Gálvez in the Halls of Congress in support of that movement.  
Rueben Perez moved to accept the motion and it was seconded by Roberto Flores.  Motion carried. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m. 

 

The Leadership of a Young General 
 

In 1925, Charles Robert Churchill, then President of the Louisiana Society Sons of the American 
Revolution published “Bernardo de Gálvez Services to the American Revolution”.  On page 363, 
Churchill wrote of Gálvez, “The achievements of this youth were not the incident of accident, nor were 
they due to the guidance of older minds, for he acted where his chiefs held back, and by his personal 
bravery and leadership compelled their cooperation.” 

 

! Viva Gálvez ! 


