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Tejeda History Faire & Culture Fest
On Saturday, April 1st, our chapter participated
in the Annual Frank Tejeda Middle School History
Faire & Culture Fest from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
We staffed a living history booth which attracted
visitors and gave us an opportunity to inform them
about Bernardo de Gálvez and Spain’s vital
contributions to the American Revolution.
At one point, we marched through the grounds
with several Granaderos, a Color Guard and the
only Spanish Colonial Fife & Drum Corps in the
United States. As a group, we did something we
have never done before. For our first time ever, we
conducted 18th-century Spanish Colonial Infantry
Drills. Our Fife & Drum Corps started us off by playing a tune while
marching out in front of the audience with all the pomp and
circumstance of a military parade. Then the standard bearer came
forth with the Spanish flag, followed by five Granaderos with their
muskets at shoulder arms. The Granaderos then conducted the stepby-step infantry drill commands for loading the musket and placing the
cartridge in the barrel. At the command “!A Punten!”, the soldiers
aimed their muskets then with the
shouting of “!Fuego!”, they released
IN THIS ISSUE:
an explosive volley, which was a
crowd pleaser. Then they affixed
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bayonets and charged while Tejeda History Faire
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At our May meeting, we will present an excellent video titled “Yo Solo: Bernardo de
Gálvez on the Stage of the American Revolution”. It is a one-man stage performance in
which actor Chaz Mena portrays Bernardo de Gálvez. It was filmed before a live audience
and was produced by Pensacola State College and the University of West Florida.

San Antonio
Chapter Officers:
Governor
Joe Perez

Friday, May 19

10:00 – 1:45
Dr. Joe Ward Elementary School. We will give
presentations in uniform to several classes of
students from 8:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. for an event
they call their Rodeo. We always get a great
response from the students at this event. The
school will provide lunch for the attendees.
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Recent Articles on the Internet
On March 24, 2017, the scale model shown at left was unveiled
at the Santa Elena History Center in Beaufort, South Carolina. It is a
model of Fort San Marcos, which was discovered by archaeologists
last year on Parris Island. The fort was part of a series of Spanish
forts on the Santa Elena settlement that were built in the 16th
century. The model will become a permanent part of a Santa Elena
exhibit. The article may be found at the address below.
http://www.thestate.com/news/state/article140749073.html.
It can also be found at the following address with a video.
http://www.islandpacket.com/news/local/community/beaufortnews/article91869597.html. Thank you, Evaristo C. Martinez-Radio Garrido for sending in this article.
An article titled “Bernardo de Galvez and Arkansas” appeared in the Press Reader
online magazine, originally appearing in the El Dorado News (Arkansas) on March 26,
2017. It was written by Dr. Ken Bridges, History Professor at South Arkansas Community College. It can be
found at: https://www.pressreader.com/usa/el-dorado-news-times/20170326/281586650427574
The same article also appeared at the following address for thecabin.net
http://thecabin.net/news/opinion/2017-03-26/history-minute-gov-bernardo-de-galvez
The Daughters of the American Revolution have a
General Bernardo de Galvez Chapter in Allen, Texas.
They meet once a month and more information
about them can be found at the address below.
http://www.texasdar.org/chapters/GeneralBernardodeGalvez/

On Friday, April 28, 2017, the University of West Florida
Historic Trust in association with the Pensacola Heritage
Foundation sponsored a “Symposium on the Governor of
Louisiana and Viceroy of New Spain Bernardo de Gálvez.”
The event hosted speakers, which included Dr. Caroline
Crimm, a member of the Houston Chapter of Granaderos y
Damas de Gálvez. The symposium is also part of an effort
to honor Gálvez with a statue. “Because of the renewed
interest in this American hero who delivered West Florida
from the British in 1781, symposia in his honor have
become a unique way to recognize his role in American
independence.” The article may be found at:
http://ricksblog.biz/galvez-symposium-april-28/

The Taking of Fort George
By Joe Perez

The taking of Fort George in British Pensacola was envisioned by Bernardo de Gálvez from
the offset of his Gulf Coast Campaign. After capturing English forts at Manchac, Baton Rouge,
Natchez and Mobile, Gálvez advanced to the Bay of Pensacola in 1781. “On the morning of
March 18th, he boarded the Gálveztown, ran up a big rear-admiral’s ensign, ordered a
departing fifteen-gun salute, and set sail.”1 He sent a note to Captain Calvo, in charge of the
rest of the fleet, that “whoever had honor and valor would follow him (Gálvez), for he was
going in advance with the Gálveztown and remove
fear”2. Gálvez boldly declared that “I alone” (Yo Solo)
will make the decision to go in. Gálvez ran the gauntlet
and successfully entered the Bay of Pensacola. With the
Spanish ships inside Pensacola Bay, and nearly 1,400
troops assembled, Gálvez then concentrated on his
strategy for taking Fort George.
The town of Pensacola fronted the bay with Fort
George nearby and more inland to the north. Gálvez
could not attack Fort George from the bay without
Map of the Bay of Pensacola, 1781
inflicting harm to the town, so he had to lay siege to the
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fort by land.
The issue of not harming the town was important to Gálvez as there were many
noncombatant women, children and infirm in the town. In correspondence to British General
Campbell, Gálvez demanded that non-military structures be spared from destruction. General
Campbell agreed but, just as quickly, ordered the burning of a storehouse near the town.
Gálvez was so infuriated at General Campbell’s actions that he wrote to Campbell, “I shall look
on the burning of Pensacola with as much indifference as to see afterward its cruel incendiaries
perish on its ashes.”3 Gálvez said that if Pensacola is destroyed, it will be the fault of the
British.
Fort George was a mighty structure near Pensacola. There
were two smaller supplementary fortifications, called redoubts,
that protected the fort. The smaller redoubt was three hundred
yards north of the fort and was named the Prince of Wales
Redoubt with the larger Queen Anne’s Redoubt another three
hundred yards north of that. The redoubts were armed with
heavy artillery and Spanish troops would somehow have to get
Drawing of Fort George from
past the redoubts in order to take Fort George.
Yo Solo by Col. E.A. Montemayor

On the morning of March 22nd, Gálvez was pleased to see Colonel Ezpleta arriving with 925
troops, having marched all the way from Mobile. Gálvez had so much faith in Ezpleta that he
ordered 500 additional troops, including all of the Grenadiers, to join Ezpleta’s contingent.
Gálvez also promoted Ezpleta to Major General. On March 23rd, sixteen ships from New
Orleans arrived and entered the harbor. The forces of Gálvez kept increasing by the day and
had grown to 4,000 troops by the end of March. British troops were getting so nervous by the
overwhelming number of Spanish troops that desertion
began to be a problem for General Campbell.
In the course of the siege, the Spanish experienced a
series of gains interspersed with setbacks. Gradually, Gálvez
kept gaining ground and moving his troops closer to the
redoubts. On April 12th, a fierce engagement took place.
Gálvez had run to the most advanced battery to survey the
scene and order a counterattack. In the process, “a bullet
Painting by Augusto Ferrer-Dalmau
struck him which pierced one of the fingers of his left hand
4
and furrowed his abdomen.” Gálvez was immediately taken away for medical treatment,
leaving Ezpleta temporarily in charge of the Spanish forces. “The British withdrew not realizing
how close they had come to killing Gálvez.”5
A 21-ship joint Spanish-French fleet arrived with
reinforcements from Havana and Gálvez’ army swelled
to over 7,500 troops. The siege of Pensacola was getting
drawn out and the French soldiers threatened to leave if
progress was not made by May 8th. As fortune would
have it, it was on that date, May 8th, that a shot from a
Spanish howitzer landed near the powder magazine of
the Queen’s Redoubt resulting in a powerful explosion
Siege of Pensacola, Explosion of Powder
Magazine on May 8, 1781 from The Longest
that immediately killed over 70 British soldiers. With a
Siege of the American Revolution: Pensacola by
drummer’s call to arms, Spanish troops furiously rushed
Wesley S. Odom
in under heavy fire from the other British redoubt. The
Spanish took the Queen’s Redoubt and reinforced it, placing them too close for the British to
defend Fort George. General Campbell had a drummer atop one of the fort’s ramparts beat a
chamade, which was the tune to request a cease fire and discuss the terms of surrender.
Gálvez had finalized the taking of Fort George at Pensacola, the capital of British West Florida
and sealed his fate as a hero of the American Revolution.
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Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held April 5, 2017 at the
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant
Submitted by Joe Perez
Attendance:
George Aguayo, Joe Aguayo, Mike Aguayo, Eileen Barrientos, Rafael Cavazos, Henry De Leon, Pauline
Faz, Joaquin Faz, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Yolanda Kirkpatrick, Deborah Knippa, Kevin Knippa,
Olga Lizcano, Manuel Lizcano, Jimmy Peet, Joe Perez, Ricky Reyes, Melissa Zamora, Alex Zamora, Joe J.
Zavala
















The meeting commenced at 7:09 p.m.
Granadero Ricky Reyes provided the Invocation.
Guest Mike Aguayo led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Governor Joe Perez welcomed guests George Aguayo, Joe Aguayo, Mike Aguayo, Rafael Cavazos,
Deborah Knippa, Kevin Knippa and Melissa Zamora..
Treasurer Elizabeth Perez was not present but provided the Treasurer’s Report to Governor Joe
Perez to present. The Treasurer’s Report for March had a Beginning Balance of $1,805.30,
Expenses of $443.95, Income of $87.13, and an Ending Balance of $1,448.48. A motion to accept
the report was made by Jimmy Peet and seconded by Alex Zamora. After a vote, the motion
carried.
Governor Perez announced the birthdays for April for Dama Victoria Thonhoff, Granadero Alan
Huffines and Granadero Henry De Leon. He also announced the upcoming King William Fair and
Parade on Saturday, April 29th, in which we will participate. Granadero Jimmy Peet let everyone
know about an excellent book called “With the Makers of San Antonio”. Dama Yolanda Kirkpatrick
reminded everyone about the upcoming ceremony at San Fernando Cemetery #1 on Saturday,
April 8th honoring Trinidad Coy for his services as a Texas Ranger and his brother Antonio Coy for
his service during the Texas Revolution.
Governor Perez opened discussion on setting a price at which to sell the Gálvez Challenge Coin
that was recently produced as a fundraiser for our chapter. There was discussion from members
and guests as to a reasonable price that is not too high but will still allow a profit worthy of a
fundraiser. A motion was made by Dama Olga Lizcano to sell the challenge coin for $20. The
motion was seconded by Granadero Jimmy Peet. After a vote, the motion carried.
Governor Perez introduced Ricky Reyes as our Guest Speaker. Mr. Reyes gave an excellent
presentation about how several customs we practice every day have their roots in Native
American culture. His presentation was very well received and he answered many questions
afterwards.
Governor Perez initiated discussion on the proposed resolution by Judge Ed Butler. After much
discussion, it was decided that we will offer Judge Butler a letter of support in lieu of the proposed
resolution.
The meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

