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Y Gálvez Entró en Washington
Our chapter, in conjunction with Casa de España,
hosted Francicso (Paco) Reyero, author of the book, “Y
Gálvez Entró en Washington”, on Tuesday, April 9th at the
Barn Door Restaurant.
After a very pleasant dinner, Dr. Joaquin Mira of Casa de
España opened the ceremony by introducing Paco Reyero as
our special guest and Governor Joe Perez as the moderator.
Joe conducted an interview in the form of a fireside chat where he asked a question in Spanish and
English to Paco and Paco would answer in both Spanish and English. After the interview, Paco
answered questions from the audience and we conducted a book signing. It was a very nice evening
and it was good to support an author who wrote a book about Gálvez. We will also seek to work on
other endeavors with Casa de España in the future since this event went so well.

Tejeda History Faire & Culture Fest
On April 6th, the chapter participated in the 18th Annual Tejeda History Faire &
Culture Fest at Tejeda Middle School. We spoke with several people and handed out
brochures. Thanks go out to Tim Thatcher, Jesse Guerra and Joe Perez for staffing the
booth. Way to go, guys!
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Next Meeting
Wednesday, May 1
La Fonda Restaurant
8633 Crownhill Blvd
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Governor
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Upcoming Events
Saturday, April 27
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
King William Fair: We will march in the morning parade
and staff a booth in the afternoon at the Wulff House.
Thursday, July 4
10:00 am - 11:00 am
th
We will conduct our 35 Annual Fourth of July Patriotic
Ceremony at Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery.
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Manny Rodriguez
Secretary
Briana Perez
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Save the Dates
Nov. 15-17, 2019

National Meeting

New Orleans, LA
Plans are being developed and soon to be finalized for the Order of Granaderos y Damas
de Gálvez National Meeting to be held this year in the historic city of New Orleans, Louisiana.
The usual format is to have the welcoming dinner on Friday night and the business meeting
Saturday morning followed by lunch. After lunch, we usually have a tour of historic places
and, in this case, probably walk the paths taken by Bernardo de Gálvez during his time in New
Orleans as Governor of Louisiana.
We also hope to generate interest in starting a chapter in New Orleans, as momentum is
building in that effort. So, set aside the weekend of November 15th for the National Meeting.
It promises to be a fun and interesting meeting with members from all chapters.

Early Mail Service Part II
MEXICAN TEXAS
By Rueben M. Perez

In Part I, we discussed early mail service in Spanish Texas and how it was established
when Texas was under the Spanish government in New Spain. Mexican Texas is the
historiographical name that refers to the era of Texas history between 1821 and 1836, when
Texas was part of Mexico. Mexico had gained her independence from Spain in 1821 and
initially operated the mail system similar to when it was Spanish Texas. In the 1824
Constitution of Mexico, a federal structure was created, making the country a federal republic
with nineteen states and four territories. The province of Tejas was joined with the province
of Coahuila forming the state of Coahuila y Texas. The new state, the poorest in the Mexican
federation, covered the boundaries of Spanish Texas, but did not include the area around El
Paso, which belonged to the state of Chihuahua and the area around Laredo, then a part of
Tamaulipas. The capital of Texas was moved from Los Adaes, (Louisiana) to San Antonio, then
to Monclova and later to Saltillo.
Most of the 3,500 settlers in Tejas, lived mostly in San Antonio and La Bahia. The
population in the new frontier was still sparse throughout the province. To help colonize the
territory, Mexico enacted the General Colonization Law of 1824. It granted opportunities to
acquire land in Mexico to heads of households, regardless of race, religion or immigrant status.
The first empresarial land granted was to Stephen F. Austin (the “Old Three Hundred) made
during Spanish rule and later ratified by the Mexican government. Tensions mounted when
the Anglo-Americans in Tejas insisted on bringing slaves to the territory. The Law of April 6,
1830 was passed by the Mexican government prohibiting further immigration into Texas by
U.S. citizens. In 1832, colonists held a convention demanding U.S. citizens to migrate into
Tejas and a year later, colonists recommended that Texas become a separate Mexican state.
The government during this time established several new presidios in the region to monitor
immigration and customs practices. The new Mexican government was bankrupt and had
little money to devote to the military and other resources.
When Governor Teodoro Croix created a mail delivery system, he planned to extend
what was already in Mexico and post offices in the province of Texas at Presidio La Bahia del
Espiritu Santo, Presidio San Antonio de Bejar, Texas and Presidio San Juan Bautista del Rio
Grande. The plan included designated postal stops at villas, presidios, ranchos, and haciendas
in northern Mexico. The main post office was in Chihuahua City. His plan would later be the
precursor of the pony express. It was reported that he would stay up at nights to work on his
plan. By 1792, even though mail service increased to once a week, a letter mailed from
Mexico City to Nacogdoches took three months to arrive. When the silver market took a
downturn, funding from the Spanish crown that funded the military and missions decreased.

The disarray of the Mexican economy played a hardship on the frontier soldiers at Béxar who
went without pay for long periods and were forced to farm, rely on livestock and accept
charity to keep them and their families alive.

Followed Spanish Postal Routine

Mail along Mission Trails

Letter travelled from San Elceario to Chihuahua by pack animal, mail along major trail routes

In 1828, a crew of Mexican boundary surveyors discovered the true state of the Camino
Real. Parts of the road had vanished and they ended up hacking their way through the terrain.
In some parts of the caminos, even a mule could scarcely negotiate the road from Saltillo
through Monterrey, Laredo, San Antonio, and Nacogdoches. Communication was still
essential and depended on the weekly mail service. Often, the mail was carried by traveling
merchants and soldiers. By 1832, Béxar’s demographics and importance began to dwindle.
Within the whole of Coahuila y Texas, San Antonio was thirteenth in size in Coahuila y Texas,
with a population of about 1,634. The municipality of San Felipe de Austin was three and half
times larger than Bexar. By 1834, all of the old Tejano municipalities had established a formal
government and the ayuntamiento had to submit their plans to Saltillo for approval.
Today, the postal service in Mexico, celebrates a Postman’s Day by giving their postman
a gift on that day as a token of appreciation. The tradition started on November 12, 1931
when Luis G. Franco took off his jacket during a torrential rain storm to protect the mail he
was carrying, the day is called Dia del Cartero, which translates to Postman’s Day.
The postal service has evolved over the years. The history of the postal service in
Mexico and Coahuila y Texas was adopted from the Spaniards, who had message runners, or
corredores (correr meaning to run). This practice started in the Aztec days and message

runners were the postal men at the time. Their roads ran in different directions and had
roadside towers every 10 kilometers and the messengers went from tower to tower.
Earliest known postmark on letter, 1736. Postal services in the colonial period were
farmed out to nobles “Correro Mayor de la Nueva España” and the most important
route was between Mexico City and Veracruz.

From the Colonial period, up until the third quarter of the
1800’s the cover of the letter typically showed the
addressee’s name and city without a street address. Also,
during the Colonial period when adhesive stamps were
introduced, letters were typically sent collect, the postage
to be paid by the recipient upon arrival. The covers or
envelopes were stamped by hand with the name of the
originating town and a number indicating the charge for
postage, e.g., “3” for 3 reala – as seen to the left on the stamp
less letter

In 1813, Mexico’s first formal postal service was established. It was set up to deliver
scheduled messages back and forth from Mexico City and the country’s provinces. In 1824,
Mexico’s Treasury Department took over the postal system. On August 1, 1856, after the time
span we are talking about, Mexico issued its first postage stamps. The first design of the
stamp is a portrait of Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, the parish priest who led an unsuccessful bid
for Mexican Independence in 1810. The stamps were somewhat crudely engraved and
imperforate.
We have taken a trip back in time of the Postal System from Spanish Colonial era to
Mexican Texas 1821 to 1836. From here we will discuss the Provisional Government of Texas,
The Republic of Texas, Confederate Texas and the State of Texas. We will end with the history
of the Post Office in San Antonio Texas.
Oh, by the way, don’t forget Dia del Cartero, and give your postman a gift of thanks
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Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held April 3, 2019 at La Fonda Restaurant
Submitted by Joe Perez
Attendance:

George Aguayo, Joe Aguayo, Mike Aguayo, Charlie Carvajal, Rafael Cavazos, Henry De Leon,
Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Vivian Garza, Cosmos Garza, Karla Galindo, Frank Galindo, Stella
González, Joe González, Walter Herbeck, Monica Aguayo Johnson, Yolanda Kirkpatrick, Luis
Martinez, Jimmy Peet, Joe Perez, Rueben Perez, Johnny Rodriguez, Janie Rodriguez, Manny
Rodriguez, Corinne Staacke, Martin Vasquez














The meeting commenced at 7:47 p.m.
Chaplain Joe González gave the Invocation
Roberto Flores led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for March. We had a Beginning
Balance of $2,263.03. We had Income of $395.20 from dues, the sale of three books, one
anonymous donation and one donation from Dolores Beardsley & Henry De Leon, and
interest on our account; we had expenses of $57.68 for parking reimbursement for
Founders Day and Guest Speaker’s meal, which left an
Ending Balance of $2,600.55. A motion to accept the
report was made by Jimmy Peet and seconded by Rueben
Perez. After a vote, the motion carried.
Joe announced the birthdays for April.
Joe Perez presented Yolanda Kirkpatrick with a
membership certificate for her late husband and
Granadero Larry Kirkpatrick. Joe mentioned that he was
proud to have marched alongside Larry and enjoyed his
love of history.
Joe announced upcoming events; the Tejeda History Faire
and the King William Fair & Parade. Karla Galindo
announced the sale of raffle tickets for the Fisher House.
Joe introduced Martin Vasquez, who gave an excellent
presentation as Santa Anna titled, “Santa Anna: The
Napoleon of the West.”
Governor Joe Perez presenting
The meeting adjourned at 8:51.
Guest Speaker Martin Vasquez
with a gift from the group.

