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With bright, historically accurate uniforms, fifers, drummers, a Drum Major, a Color Guard 

and Militia Men, we once again served as the Vanguard for the King William Parade.  We 
garnered a great amount of attention and announced the forthcoming parade with a 
combined sense of history and pageantry. 

There was a live television broadcast from local station KSAT-12 with the announcers 
commenting favorably on our uniforms and repeating the name of our group a few times. 

After the parade, we staffed display tables at the Wulff House, which is in the fair grounds 
and we spoke with several fair goers about the history we represent.  We also conducted 
Spanish colonial infantry drills, fired our muskets, and performed the attack, to the applause of 
the crowd.  We thank everyone who was able to participate with us this year at the fair.  
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                      Next Meeting     
           Wednesday, May 4 
       La Fonda Restaurant 

8633 Crownhill Blvd 
Dinner: 6:30    Meeting 7:30 

 

                   Speaker:  
                      Joe Perez 
                                   

                Presentation:  
        The First Cattle Drives 
                  Out of Texas 

                    
                   

 
 
 
Governor Joe Perez will serve as the Speaker at our next 

meeting.  He will give a presentation on the First Cattle 
Drives Out Of Texas. 

Texas became well-known for its cattle drives and many 
people think the cattle drives started in the 1800s, 
however, they actually started before that and for a reason 
that is very dear to our hearts.  Joe gave this presentation 
for the first time via Zoom to the Laredo Chapter.  This will 
be his first time giving this presentation in-person. 

Come on out and enjoy good company, good food and a 
good presentation at our next meeting.  In the process, we 
hope to learn something very interesting. 
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The Fife & Drum Corps made its presence known in two 
parades in April.  The Corps led the way by being out front in 
both parades since we served as the Vanguard for the King 
William Parade on April 9th and the Fiesta Faux Parade on April 
23rd. 

We are now preparing for our 38th Annual Fourth of July 
Patriotic Ceremony at Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery.  At 
that ceremony, the Fife & Drum Corp will play Garryowen 
marching to the stage, then, they will play the National Anthem 
near the beginning of the ceremony.  During the musical portion 
of the program, they will play Brandywine and Jefferson & 
Liberty, with each of 
those songs being 
introduced by the 
Master of Ceremonies.  
They will march out 
playing Yankee Doodle 
to close out the event.  
We can’t wait. 

 

Grave Marking Ceremony for Patriot Luis Bethancourt 
 

On Sunday, April 10, 2022, the SAR General Philemon Thomas 
Chapter in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, held a grave marking for 
Patriot Luis Bethancourt, a native of Guia / Canary Islands / Spain, 
following the Palm Sunday mass at St. John the Baptist Church in 
Edgard.  This is only one of two Patriots remaining in the 
cemetery as some graves were lost due to erosion from the 
river.  The patriots buried in this cemetery were members of the 
German Coast St. John Militia who were recruited by Gálvez to 
fight the British.  There were 25 Society members at the mass 
and another 25 Compatriots and Patriot Descendants for the grave marking ceremony, along 
with a few visitors, for a total of 53 people in attendance. 



Fiesta Faux Parade 
 
This is the third year that the Redland Estates Homeowner’s Association has conducted its 
Fiesta Faux Parade but it is the first year in which we 
have participated. 

This parade gave us the opportunity to try out a few 
things such as bringing back the bass drum and playing 
some tunes a little differently.    Many thanks go out to 
all who were able to participate.  They loved us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



El Festival Español de Nueva Iberia 
 

A big thanks to Monique for negotiating and setting up the first time participation of the La 
Luisiana Chapter of the Granaderos y Damas de Galvez in New Iberia, Louisiana Festival 
Espanola de Nueva Iberia on March 12 and 13.  The Granaderos ladies, Jackie Huckaby 
(Houston Chapter), La Luisiana Chapter’s Lady in training, Graziella de Ayerdi, our Lieutenant 
Governor, Ms Wendy Leishman, Spain’s newly appointed Honorary Counsel for Louisiana, Mrs. 
Maria Isabel Daly Page, and Monique Kennedy, spent a few exciting hours in the company of 

descendants of Malagueños visiting the Genealogy 
exhibition at the old Evangeline Theater. 

The conversation in the room moved from I’m a 
Romero, or a Migues, or a Viator to tell me more about 
Bernardo de Galvez to when are you coming back to speak 
with us again; it was electrifying, indeed.  All sharing in the 
collective pride of being, regardless of the number of 
generations removed, proud to have sprung from the 

Iberian peninsula, or from the balmy islands rising above the waters of the Atlantic Ocean, our 
beloved Canary Islands. 

Our guest of honor, Madame Page, on her first solo 
appearance at a public event, told us that she is patiently awaiting 
the completion of our State Department’s crossing of all the Ts and 
dotting all the i’s so that she can hit the ground running in her 
effort to promote the culture, art and history of Spain across 
Louisiana. We welcomed her warmly, and look forward to her 
continued support of the Granaderos y Damas de Galvez. 

Our Lieutenant Governor, Ms. Wendy Leishman, inspired all 
present, both at the podium and on her many one-on-ones, sharing with all how our Luisiana 
Chapter came into being and the vision that our Governor, Robert Gray Freeland, has for the 
future of the Granaderos in Louisiana. Our Governor, detained by an unavoidable prior 

commitment, sent his most gracious apologies and happily has 
agreed to return to New Iberia to continue the Granaderos 
dialogue we started this afternoon. 

Our afternoon was complemented by Ms. Brinkley Lopez, 
President of La Asociacion Española de Nueva Iberia, 
welcoming the Granaderos Ladies and pledging her support for 
future endeavors with her organization. Busy making sure 
everything ran smoothly, Ms. Lopez took the time to meet and 

spend time with each of us. 
Our warmest regards to the people of Nueva Iberia who stopped by to speak with us, to 

the board members who were very supportive of our presence at the festival, and to all 
attending presenters who so graciously shared with us their proud heritage. — with Merrill 
Hall and three others 



Siege of Pensacola 

Bernardo de Gálvez 

 
 

The stage was set for Gálvez to attack Pensacola.  He 
was racing for time.  His troops had been in the field for 
months and he needed to go forward before the 
summer heat made it even more difficult for his troops 
to descend on the beaches.  To delay would give the 
British ample time to build up their reinforcements.  
Gálvez needed supplies and ships.  He wrote to Bonet“ It 
is impossible to step back …. it becomes necessary to 
cast the dice and try one’s luck, ….to turn away from 
Pensacola is all a retreat.” 

The battle of Pensacola was one of the longest sieges 
in the American Revolution, yet, it rarely appears in our 
history books. The Louisiana Territory had already been ceded to Spain by France.  Spain 
wanted to regain land it had lost to Britain in the First Treaty of Paris in 1763, which ceded 
Florida from Spain to Britain.  Spain supported the Colonies by providing money, supplies and 
by engaging the British on the Mississippi River and Gulf Coast.  Gálvez’s campaigns prevented 
England from concentrating on the American colonies. Also, it resulted in the removal of the 
British along the Mississippi River and the Gulf Coast.  These facts are rarely mentioned in 
cursory historical annals, as I call it:Forgotten Chapters of American Revolution: Spain, Gálvez, 
and Isleños. 

The battle of Pensacola would become one of the greatest triumphs 
and victories for Bernardo de Gálvez and deserves being remembered as 
one of the most heroic feats of his career.  The Pensacola Campaign was 
aimed at attacking the capital of British West Florida and eliminating the 
defense of British forces.  Unlike the previous campaigns of the war, this 
expedition for Gálvez would be more difficult, yet one of the greatest 
achievements in warfare. 

One truly has to admit, that Bernardo de Gálvez’s victories defeated 
the British over a large land mass that extended from the upper 
Mississippi River Valley on down the Mississippi River at the Battle of 

Rock River and Fort St. Joseph Niles, Michigan, and the Battle of Fort San Carlos (San Luis des 
Ylinueses) St. Louis.  Gálvez also, defeated the British at Fort Panmure, Natchez, Mississippi; Ft. 
Manchac and Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and on Lake Ponchartrain.  Along the Gulf Coast, Gálvez 
also won at Fort Charlotte, Mobile, Alabama and the Battle of Pensacola at Fort George.  The 

 
BERNARDO DE GÁLVEZ, “YO SOLO” 
DEFEATS BRITISH AT PENSACOLA 

BY RUEBEN M. PEREZ 

 



Battle of Navarro & Bonet 

list does not stop there.  He also won at the Battle of New Providence, Bahamas, and the last 
battle between Spain and England fought on Spanish soil at the Battle of Arkansas Post (Fort 
Carlos) three months after a preliminary peace treaty on April 17, 1783. 

Following the victory at Fort Charlotte, (Mobile, 
Alabama), the Spanish built a second fort across the bay.  
This garrison became the location where Gálvez 
regrouped and prepared for his attack on Pensacola.  
Gálvez, while keeping an eye on New Orleans, Baton 
Rouge and Natchez, set sail to Havana, Cuba, seeking 
troops and fresh supplies. 

A major obstacle for the 
Battle of Pensacola would 
once again confront Gálvez as he was preparing the attack on 
Pensacola, this time not the Indians, extreme natural events, or 
even the British; it would be again within his own chain of 
command, Commander General Don Juan Bautista Bonet, Chief of 
Navy West Indies and Diego Joseph Navarro y Valladares, 
Governor and Captain General of Havana.  One could call it the 

“Battle of Navarro and Bonet”. 
Gálvez assembled his expeditionary forces and set sail from 

Havana on October 16th, 1780, with a force of 5,900 officers and men, 20 transports and 11 
warships.  Two days later, disaster hit with a Gulf hurricane that devastated the fleet, sending 
ships throughout the Caribbean, Campeche coastline, Mobile, New Orleans, Havana, and 
Cuban ports.  What was left limped back to Havana on November 17th. 

Gálvez, not one to give up, re-grouped and again in February 13, 1781 embarked with the 
Spanish fleet under the command of Captain José Calvo de Irizábel.  Spanish officials in Havana 
agreed to help, but instead of the three thousand men requested 
only 1,315 men were sent to Gálvez.  With stamina and courage, 
General Bernardo de Gálvez boarded the San Ramon in spite of 
finding himself somewhat failing in health from a severe 
hemorrhage.  

The troops did the same on the 14th and on the 28th in the 
morning.  The convoy sailed away from Havana and reached 
Pensacola on March 9th, 1781.  A true international force arrived at Santa Rosa Island 
(entrance to Pensacola Bay) with men from a Majorcan regiment, Canary Islanders, Louisiana’s 
German and Acadian communities, American Indians and recruits from Mexico, Spain’s Irish 
Hibernia Regiment, Afro free Cubans, and troops from New Orleans, and Mobile, a total of 
3,768 plus naval forces.  The naval convoy transport consisted of the frigate Santa Clara, 
Chambequen, a packet boat San Pio and the warship San Ramón and a frigate, Santa Cecilia.   
Gálvez was given entire command of the expedition, both land and naval operations and on 
March 9, 1781, the Siege of Pensacola Started. 



General Gálvez ordered Ezpeleta to march from Mobile on March 1st to Pensacola and 
meet him at Santa Rosa Island while he joined the fleet on his private brig, the Gálveztown.  
The Island of Santa Rosa was sighted and on March 9th, Gálvez gave final instructions to the 
landing party of Grenadiers and light infantry to disembark onto the island.  The soldiers 
defeated the British battery at Sigüenza Point, keeping the enemy away and protecting the 
fleet. 

The British Defense: 
The British defense was commanded by 

General John Campbell.  British forces consisted of 
Britain’s Royal Artillery battalions, augmented by 
the Third Regiment of Waldeck, militia from 
Maryland, Pennsylvania Loyalists, and Native 
Americans including Choctaws and Creeks.  The 
defensive structures of the fort consisted Fort 
George, Prince of Wales Redoubt, the Queen’s 
Redoubt and Fort Barrancas Colorada at the mouth 
of the bay on Santa Rosa Island. 

The order was given by Gálvez to enter the 
harbor on March 18th, in spite of objections by Naval Admiral Calvo, who hesitated due to the 
British artillery.  Then it Happened, the San Ramón, which Gálvez was on, hit a sandbar and 
was grounded.  Eventually it became loose and returned to the convoy.  Gálvez and Calvo 
began an acrimonious dispute while the fleet laid anchored for six days.  In addition to battling 
Calvo, a storm was approaching and Gálvez knew he had to get his ships in port for safe 
keeping.  He boarded the Galveztown and hoisted the pennant that signified an Admiral 
aboard and sailed into the harbor.  He was joined by two armed launches and a sloop, YO 
SOLO (I ALONE).  The four ships anchored at Sigüenza Point to the applauses of the army, 
showing their loyalty to the valor of Gálvez.  The following day, the remaining Spanish frigates 
entered the bay along with the San Ramón.  After unloading the troops, Calvo claimed that his 
assignment was over and he headed the San Ramón back to Havana.  On March 24th, the 
Spanish army and militia joined the forces that had arrived from Mobile.  At this point Gálvez’s 
forces totaled 3,500 men.  The invasion of Fort George was about to begin.   The remainder of 
May and April was used of positioning the fleet, constructing redoubts, fascines, digging 
trenches and sending out scouting parties for military observations of the English.  On April 
12th, Gálvez ordered his troops to move to a new campsite while the British continued 
attacking. 

After Gálvez learned of the British advancement with 
two small cannons from one of the batteries, he felt he 
could cut off their retreat.  A bullet struck him, which went 
through one of the fingers of his left hand and furrowed into 
his abdomen.  Gálvez retired to his tent to allow the 
surgeons to bind his wounds, and ordered Major-General 



José Solano y Bote, Spanish naval 
officer in front of Santa Rosa Bay 
coming to the rescue  of General 
Gálvez. 

Ezpeleta to take command until his wounds permitted him to again supervise all things. 
Good news came from a settee and a brig from 

Havana on the 18th announcing that Gálvez’s father, 
Matías, the President of Guatemala had dislodged the 
English from the Castle of Nicaragua.  To the joyous 
news, Gálvez ordered triple salutes by the army and 
navy.  The following day, further good news came 
about after the sighting and affirmation that the Chiefs 
of Squadron, Joseph Solano and Mr. Monterill were 
coming towards the Island of Santa Rosa with 15 ships, 
3 frigates and other vessels, including a landing party of 
1,600 men commanded by Field Marshall D. Juan 
Manuel Cagigall as reinforcement.  In addition to the 
Spanish reinforcements, the French had four frigates 
with 725 French soldiers aboard.  Solano offered 
gunners, sailors, and armed soldiers totaling 1,350 in 
all.  The additional personnel of 3,675 men, including 
Gálvez’s forces, now totaled more than 7,000 men.  

For the remainder of April, Gálvez made final 
preparations for an assault on Fort George.  The 
Spanish constructed redoubts, and trenches, while cannons, howitzers, and mortars were put 
in place.  Diversion of fire was another objective used to get the enemy to target a location.  
Both sides opened fire on each other and the main focus of the Spanish was on the Crescent or 
Queen’s Redoubt with continuous artillery fire.  A covered road and trench were constructed 
to attack the fort.  On May 6th, the Spanish continued firing on the fort, waiting for the final 
assault. 

       THEN IT HAPPENED!! 
On May 8th at 6 o’clock, artillery fire from the 

Crescent was renewed to which the Spanish 
responded with two howitzers from the redoubts.  
One of the grenades fired by the Spanish hit the 
target, the powder magazine, causing a great 
explosion in the Crescent, killing 105 British 
soldiers.  The firing continued until three o’clock in 
the afternoon when Fort George ran up the white 
flag. 

On the 10th, at three o’clock in the afternoon six companies of grenadiers and light infantry 
of the French Brigade, formed 500 yards from Fort George, and at that distance, the General 
came out with his troops and surrendered the flag of the Waldek Regiment and one from the 
artillery.  They laid down their arms with the usual ceremonies.  The Battle of Pensacola was 
over and VICTORY belonged to GÀLVEZ.  The victory routed the British out of their southern 
stronghold and the Spanish renamed it, Fort San Miguel.  Gálvez was promoted by the King to 



Lieutenant General and Governor of Florida and Louisiana and Solano was promoted to 
Squadron Chief, with the title Marquez de Socorro 

One has to admire Bernardo de Gálvez as a military 
genius, for not losing a battle from the plains of Texas or 
during the American Revolution in spite of being 
wounded several times.  Perhaps he was a man who was 
ahead of his time in history or perhaps a man who has 
never gotten the true recognition he deserves.  The 
Battle of Pensacola would be one of Bernardo de 
Gálvez’s biggest military triumphs.  The British were 
expelled from the Gulf Coast and the entire province of 
West Florida was returned to Spanish rule.  Gálvez, on 
June 4th, left Arturo O’Neill as the new commander of 
Pensacola.  Let us never forget Bernardo de Gálvez’s 
historical achievements. 
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MORE PICS FROM THE KING WILLIAM FAIR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 



Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held April 2, 2022 at La Fonda Restaurant 

Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez 

 
Attendance: Governor Joe Perez, Mike Aguayo, Rosie Anguiano, Rosie M Anguiano, Rosemary 
Anguiano-Zuniga, Edward Aranda, Laurie Bird, Freddie T. Bustillo, Gloria Bustillo, Charlie 
Carvajal, Anthony Delgado, Cynthia Flores, Bianca Gleich, Joe González, Stella González, Erika 
A. Haskins, Justin Kottwitz, Rosalinda Mini, Jimmy Peet, Liz Perez, Janie Rodriguez, Manny 
Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez Jr, Edy Sanchez, Joe Weathersby, Vedia Weathersby. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:39 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez.  The Invocation was given 
by Chaplain Joe González.  Joe Weathersby led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s report.  The March statement showed a 
Savings account balance of 1,317.86 with no activity for the month.  The checking account 
beginning balance for March was $6,464.72.  Expenses were; Zoom payment $32.00;  
Speaker’s meal $31.76; and Macarthur Park Lutheran Church for Fife and Drum Rehearsal 
$35.00.  The end of month balance for March is $6,365.96.  A motion to accept the report was 
made by Jimmy Peet and seconded by Anthony Delgado.  After a vote, the motion carried. 
 
Governor Joe announced the birthdays for the month of April. 
 
Education committee Chairman Joe González stated that invitations have been sent out to 
more schools for presentations. 
 
Gàlvez Stamp Committee Chairman Manny Rodriguez stated that at this time there is no   
information other than having other organizations submit letters.  We have received 
responses from several organizations. 
 
Robert Thonhoff Award Committee Chairperson Liz Perez reported that they will come 
together in May for the first meeting. 
 
Freddie Bustillo gave information on the renaming of Plaza de Armas.  More meetings on that 
topic are to be had before a decision is to be made. 
 
Governor Joe introduced our guest speaker for the evening.  Erika Haskins gave a presentation 
on “The Leadership Initiatives of Texas Spanish Governor Juan Antonio Bustillo y Zevallos”.  
 
After a short question and answer session the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 by Governor Joe 
Perez. 


