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San Antonio Founders Day 
 

On Saturday, October 25th, we staffed a 
living history booth at the 11th Annual San 
Antonio Founders Day event.  In Granadero 
uniform were Roland Salazar, Jesse Guerra and 
J.J. Zavala.  We also had in our booth this year, 
our friends from Batallón Zapadores 
Permanente, who educate the public about the 
Mexican Zapadores (Engineers) from the Texas Revolution period.  Our 
booth was in front of the Alamo on Alamo Plaza where we displayed 
historical Spanish Colonial items. 

This has become a very big annual event and we were 
able to reach out to hundreds of people who were there specifically for the event or 
tourists who were there to see the Alamo. 

The picture above left is Granadero Jesse Guerra in 
uniform in a shooting pose with the 1757 Spanish musket.  
The picture above right is Jesse and J.J. Zavala staffing the 
booth with a visitor.  The picture at left shows our booth just 
after it was set up and the picture to the right is Eliu Santos as 
a Zapador. 

 

 
Our National Meeting, hosted by the 

Jacksonville Chapter was very successful.  It 
was held in both Jacksonville and St. 
Augustine, Florida.  Joe Perez was succeeded 

as Governor General by Javier Salinas with Richard Espinosa 
stepping in as Deputy Governor General.  
Chapter reports were presented and 
showed how active each chapter has been 
throughout the year.  We also abolished 
the Texas State Order, eliminating that 
layer of administration. 
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      Next Meeting 
 

     Wednesday, Nov. 5 
   Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine 
          5440 Babcock Rd 
  Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:15 
                Guest Speaker: 
         Stefanie Wittenbach 
  Texas A & M San Antonio 
                  Archives and 
     Special Collections Unit                   
 
 
 
 
 
The guest speaker for our November meeting is 
Stefanie Wittenbach, who is the Librarian at Texas 
A&M Univesity-San Antonio and manages the Archives and Special Collections Unit at the University.  
Her presentation is titled “Archives and Special Collections in a University Setting” and will cover the 
challenges and complexities of maintaining special documents, rare books and related records in a 
University library.  The first two collections housed in the Texas A&M-San Antonio Archives & Special 
Collections Unit are the archives of La Prensa (San Antonio’s first bilingual newspaper) and the 
Robert H. Thonhoff Collection containing research on Texas history.  Interestingly, the Thonhoff 
Collection also contains past issues of La Granada, the official publication of our chapter.  Come to 
our next meeting and we’ll all learn what it takes to maintain an Archives & Special Collections Unit. 

Upcoming Events 
 
Tuesday, November 4        9:00 – 1:00 
Heritage Tours at the Spanish 
Governor’s Palace. 
 
Saturday November 8  10:00 – 2:00 
U.S. Military Veterans Parade. 
 
Tuesday, November 11        4:30 – 5:00 
We will sponsor our 14th Annual 
Salute to Veterans at the Alamo.  We 
will have the Memorial High School 
JROTC Cadets also participate in our 
event. 
 
Saturday, November 29       1:00 – 2:00 
As part of our mission, we will give 
an educational presentation at the 
Maverick Library. 
 
Saturday, December 6      Noon – 2:00 
We will have our December 
Meeting/Christmas Party at La 
Paloma Restaurant. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A documentary on Bernardo de Gálvez will be aired in Spain in the 

near future but we don’t have the dates just yet.  Several members of the 
Pensacola Chapter of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez helped in the 
production of the film and even appear in the short documentary.  In 
addition to interviews, it shows reenactments performed in Pensacola 
during Bernardo de Galvez Week.  You can see a trailer at the following 
link:  http://youtu.be/gzaXX-xbuvA 

 

Fife & Drum Corps 
 

Happy Birthday To Our November Babies 
 

Roberto Flores  11/8    Manuel Lizcano  11/8 
Sylvia Escamilla  11/11   Elizabeth Perez  11/15 

Karla Galindo  11/28 
 

May you each have a wonderful birthday! 

Our efforts to start a Junior Chapter which 
will include a Junior Fife & Drum Corps at 
Krueger Middle School are ongoing and 
making progress. 

We will give a presentation at the school 
the morning of Veterans Day which should 
generate interest among students in joining 
the Junior Chapter. 

Whoever is available on Tuesday, 
November 11th from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm is 
asked to help with the presentation. 

Above is a reminder about our Salute to 
Veterans at the Alamo where we honor all 
veterans from the American Revolution to today 
with the retiring of the colors at the Alamo. 

This will be the 14th year we have sponsored 
and presented this event and it has grown much 
since we took it over in 2001. 

We are now fortunate to have the assistance 
of the Memorial High School JROTC Cadets who 
perform the lowering and folding of the colors.  In 
addition to the retiring of the colors, we will march 
present a speech honoring veterans, play some 
fife & drum tunes and Granaderos will fire three 
musket volleys as a salute during the event. 

Teresa Valcarse suc-
cessfully led the effort to 
have a portrait of Gálvez 
hung in the Halls of 
Congress.  The portrait, a 
replica of the original, was 
painted by Spanish artist 

Carlos Monserrate.  So, the painting has been 
reproduced and delivered to Teresa, now, we 
are waiting on exactly when and where the 
portrait will be hung.  This took relentless 
effort by Teresa and it has paid off.  Big 
cheers for Teresa in getting this feat 
accomplished 
 



 

617 – 619  Chartes Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Residence of Bernardo de Gálvez 
And 

The Great Fire of New Orleans 
By Rueben M. Perez 

 
ew Orleans, a city steeped in history and rich in cultural influences from around the world.  The French 
founded la Nouvelle-Orléans on May 7, 1718 under the direction Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville.  
Chitimacha Native Americans first inhabited the land New Orleans is located.  In the Treaty of Paris, 

1763, France ceded New Orleans and Louisiana to the Spain.  New Orleans would become home to Bernardo 
de Gálvez and where he would launch his successful campaigns against the British in 1779.  Today, the Old 
Ursuline Convent is one of the oldest structures representative of French influence, however, most of the 
surviving 18th- century architecture of the Vieux Carré or French Quarter dates from the Spanish period.  In the 
heart of the French Quarters is Jamie Hayes Gallery located at 617-19 Chartres Street one-half block from St. 
Louis Cathedral and Cabildo.  It is also the address and former residence site of Governor of Louisiana, 
Bernardo de Gálvez.  As to what happened to the house and if it indeed caused 
the Great Fire of La Nueva Orleans we must first see the relationship between 
Bernando de Gálvez and 617 Chartres Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Gálvez was born on July 23, 1746 at Pueblo Malagueno de Macharaviaya, 
a mountain village in the province of Málaga, Spain.  He studied military 
sciences at Academia de Ávila at the age of 16 years old and participated in the 
Spanish invasion of Portugal prior to arriving at New Spain with his uncle Jose 
de Gálvez, Inspector General of New Spain.  He returned to Texas where he led 
several military expeditions against the Apaches and was wounded twice 
during the campaigns.  Gálvez was promoted to Commandant of Arms of 
Nueva Vizcaya and Sonora, the northern provinces of New Spain in 1770.  In 
1772 he returned to Spain and enrolled in the Regiment of Cantabria to further 
his military experience.  It was during this time he learned to speak French, 
which benefited him later as governor of Louisiana.  Gálvez was seriously wounded again fighting the 
disastrous expedition in the Battle of Algiers as an infantry captain under Alejandro O’Reilly.  Prior to being 
transferred to the Louisiana Regiment he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel.  On January 1,1777, 
Bernardo de Gálvez succeeded Luis de Unzaga as governor of Louisiana.  France had ceded Louisiana to Spain 
in 1763 and Nueva Orleans was the capital of the Spanish province of Luisiana.  Spain formally declared war 
against Great Britain on June 21, 1779, and King Carlos III commissioned Gálvez to raise an army and conduct a 
campaign against the British along the Mississippi River and the Gulf Coast.   

N



It would be in the City of New Orleans that Gálvez met Maria Felicite de Saint Maxent d’Estrehan, the 
widow of Jean Baptiste Honore d’Estrehan.  Felicite was the daughter of Gilbert Antonio de Saint Maxent and 
founder of San Luis (St. Louis). To this union they would have three children, Matilde (1778), Miguel (1782) 
and Guadalupe (1786- born one week following Gálvez’s funeral).  St. Maxent accompanied Gálvez up the 
Mississippi and was the first to enter Fort Bute at Manchac thus signaling the beginnings of Spain’s 
involvement against the British in the American Revolution.   

Following his brilliantly executed campaigns during the American Revolution, Gálvez and his family arrived 
in Mexico City succeeding his father as Viceroy of New Spain.  Bernando de Gálvez died on November 30, 1786 
and was buried in a crypt next to his father at the Church of San Fernando, Mexico City. 

The house at 617-619 Chartres Street today was built by Bartolomeo Bosque in 1795 and is the third 
building on the site.  Governor Bernardo de Gálvez and his wife, Maria Felicite de Estrehan, once owned a 
house on the property between the years 1781, when the British surrendered Pensacola to Gálvez and 1784 
before he was sent to Mexico. The Gálvez’s house, along with 856 other buildings of the 1,100 structures was 
destroyed in the Good Friday Fire of 1788.  The house burned a second time in 1794 during its reconstruction.  
The subsequent owner Joseph Xavier Delfau de Pontalba sold the partially reconstructed, fire damage house, 
to Bartolmeo Bosque who had the house finished in old colonial architect style. 

Today the house at 617 Chartres St. is one of the city’s oldest remaining buildings.  The Bosque House 
built in 1795 by Bartholome Bosque, a native of Palma, Majorca.  He built the 
house for his daughter Suzette, third wife of Governor W. C. Clairborne, 
Governor of Louisiana.  This residence is noted for one of the finest examples 
of Spanish colonial ironwork in the Vieux Carré. 

Within a block was the Cabildo (city council) a 
historical constant set aside for government use 
since the first plan of New Orleans was laid out in 
1721.  Today, the current Cabildo was rebuilt 
between 1795-1799 to replace the one that burned 
in 1794 fire and is adjacent to St. Louis Cathedral 

and the Presbytere or priests’ home.   As can be seen in the picture is the proximity 
of Gálvez home at 617 to the Cabildo located one half block away.  Picture on left 
shows proximity of Gálvez’s home to Plaza d’Armas. 
(Pictures courtesy of Granaderos Richard Whynot and Clifford Normand) 

 
 

THE GOOD FRIDAY FIRE OF NEW ORLEANS-1788 
 

The fire started at 619 Chartres Street at Toulouse Street, less than a block from Plaza de Armas (Jackson 
Square) and former home of Governor Bernardo de Gálvez and his wife.  The current owner at the time was 
Vincent Nuñez, an Army Treasurer who lived there.  The Good Friday fire started about 1:30 p.m. and span 
south central French Quarter on Burgundy to Chartres Street reaching almost to the riverfront of the 

Mississippi River.  Being the fire was on a Good Friday, the priest refused 
to allow the church bells to be rung as a fire alarm.  Within five hours, the 
fire had consumed almost the whole city, including the original Cabildo, 
many major buildings in the French Quarters, the city’s main church, 
municipal building, the army barrack, armory and jail.  Fortunately, the 
Custom House, tobacco warehouses, Governor’s Building, Royal Hospital 
and Ursuline Convent was spared.   

 The Spanish rebuilt the city replacing the wooden structures with 
thick brick walls, arcades, and wrought iron balconies.  It was during this 



time other prominent buildings came into being as St. Louis Cathedral, The Cabildo and the Presbytere. 
Another fire on December 8, 1794 destroyed 212 structures in the French Quarters from Burgundy to 

Chartres Street and almost to the riverfront.   
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Friends of the Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
 

Atascosa Chapter 
National Society 

Daughters of the American Revolution 
 

The Atascosa Chapter NSDAR has 
contributed to the success of our chapter by 
donating funds to help us sponsor events.  
They donated $50 toward our 30th Annual 
Fourth of July Patriotic Ceremony and have 
now donated $250 toward our projects for 
2015.  We are very grateful to the Atascosa 
Chapter for contributing to the success of our 
group. 

 

 
Jeff Ryder’s Drum Shop 

 
Jeff Ryder’s Drum Shop located at 9323 

Perrin Beitel Rd opened its shop to our Fife & 
Drum Corps and allowed us to present our 
first-ever Drum & Fife Clinic, which was 
attended by about a dozen people and gave us 
our newest drummer, Urban Urbano. 

Jeff Ryder’s parents were in a fife & drum 
corps and his generosity in allowing us the use 
of his store for our clinic is very much 
appreciated. 
 
 



2014 Christmas Party 
 
Our December meeting will also be our Christmas Party.  This year, it will be held on Saturday, 

December 6 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Paloma Blanca Mexican Cuisine Restaurant located 
at 5800 Broadway in Alamo Heights.  We will have our own private room in the Salon Vela. 

We will have a brief business meeting followed by a delicious lunch then commence with the 
Christmas Party festivities.  We will also have a raffle for door prizes and everyone in attendance is 
eligible to win the door prizes.  As we do every year, we ask that attendees bring a new, un-gift-
wrapped toy that we will donate to the San Antonio Children’s Shelter on behalf of our organization. 

We will need to provide a head count to the restaurant ahead of time so we ask that you complete 
the registration form below and send it in with your check, which will serve as your reservation.  Get 
ready to have a good time and end our Granadero year on a high note.  See you there! 

  The Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez  
 

2014 Christmas Party Registration Form 
 

Saturday, December 6 

11:30 a.m.  to  1:30 p.m. 

Paloma Blanca Mexican Cuisine  

5800 Broadway Ste 300 in Salon Vela 

 
Name:        Name:        
 
Name:        Name:        
 

Choose one entree per person from the following choices: 
 

         Enchiladas Verdes          Ensalada Esmeralda         Fajitas de Pollo 
 
 

Number of people =         x  $20 per entree    =   $   Total 
 

 
Please make checks payable to Granaderos de Gálvez and mail to: 

Elizabeth Perez, Treasurer, 2714 Lovelace Blvd, San Antonio TX  78217 
 
Don’t forget to bring a toy to donate to the San Antonio Children’s Shelter on behalf of the 

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez San Antonio Chapter. 



 
 

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Meeting Minutes 
For the meeting held October 1, 2014 at the Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 

Submitted by Secretary Briana Perez 
 
 
 
Attendance: 
Reyna Araiza, Abel Araiza, Eileen Barrierntos, Mark Bayonne, Ann Cleve, Pauline Faz, Joaquin Faz, Patty 
Galindo, Karla Galindo, Frank Galindo, Jesse Guerra, Carlos Guerra, Walter Herbeck, Yolanda Kirkpatrick, 
Larry Kirkpatrick, Tom Nemeth, Elizabeth Perez, Briana Perez, Joe Perez, Rueben Perez, Susan Thonhoff 
Rodriguez, Elizabeth Salinas, James Salinas, Victoria Thonhoff, Robert Thonhoff, Richard Whynot, J.J. 
Zavala 
 

 Governor Joe Perez opened the meeting at 7:22 p.m. 
 The Invocation was given by Honorary Governor General Robert Thonhoff. 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Granadero Abel Araiza. 
 Joe Perez welcomed guests Walter Herbeck, Carlos Garza, Mark Bayonne, Tom Nemeth, Ann Cleve, 

Patty Galindo and Carlos Guerra. 
 Joe announced that no Treasurer’s Report is available since it is the first day of the month and the 

statement hasn’t been issued by the credit union. 
 Secretary Briana Perez presented the Secretary’s Report giving the minutes of the September 

meeting as well as upcoming events.  Rueben Peerz  moved to accept the report and it was 
seconded by Richard Whynot.  Motion carried. 

 Joe provided an update to the honorarium from the Hyatt Hill Country Resort for our participation 
in their 4th of July parade.  He said the resort had a change in personnel and the honorarium was 
omitted from the budget.  They offered to exchange it for accommodations at the resort so Joe 
asked for two nights and dinner for two on each night.  They responded that it would be better for 
them to pay the honorarium, which they will work on completing soon.  

 Joe announced that Larry and Yolanda Kirkpatrick brought two copies of the book, “Memoirs by 
Antonio Menchaca” which are for sale for $12 each with the proceeds going to the chapter.  Joe 
Perez bought one of the books.  

 Joe announced upcoming events as follows: San Antonio Founders Day 
on Saturday October 25th, National Meeting Friday through Saturday 
October 24th – 25th, Heritage Tours at the Spanish Governor’s Palace on 
Tuesday November 4th, Veterans Parade on Saturday November 8th, 
Salute To Veterans at the Alamo on Tuesday November 11th, December 
Meeting/Christmas Party on Saturday December 6th at noon. 

 Granadero Larry Kirkpatrick gave an excellent presentation on the “The 
Powder House”, which was a where gun powder was stored about a 
mile from the Alamo and provided gun powder for all the soldiers in this area.  His presentation 
was very well received. 

 Governor Perez adjourned the meeting at 8:46 p.m.  


