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National Meeting in Washington, D.C. 

 
What a fantastic National Meeting we had in Washington, D.C. this year.  Mary Anthony Startz, 

Deputy Governor of the Houston Chapter, coordinated a very memorable series of events with the 
help of D.C. Chapter Governor Hector Diaz.  We had a private tour of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Meeting Room where we had a viewing of the Gálvez portrait followed a few hours later 
with a visit to the Spanish Embassy for cocktails.  The following day we had a very productive National 
Meeting where governors gave their chapter reports and we passed a 
new set of National Bylaws.  That was followed by a beautiful wreath 
laying ceremony at the Gálvez statue and a celebratory dinner later 
that evening.  It was a very productive National Meeting filled with fun 
and interesting events.  It was great to see fellow Granaderos and 
Damas de Gálvez from other chapters and enjoy their company. 

Photos: (Top Row L-R): Chapter Governors with Teresa Valcarce 
and Gálvez Statuette / Wreath laying at Gálvez statue / Gálvez statue. 
(Bottom Row L-R): Joe Perez giving a 40th Anniversary speech at the 
Gálvez statue / Bill Adriance of the SAR giving a presentation on the 
Gálvez statue project for Galveston, TX / The Gálvez statuette / Jesse 
Guerra and Joe Perez after the wreath-laying ceremony. 
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    Next Meeting 
 

  Wednesday, Nov 4 
    Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine 

 5440 Babcock Rd 
  Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:15 

 Guest Speaker: 
 Judge Robert H. Thonhoff 

  “The Death and Funeral 
Of Bernardo de Gálvez” 
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Upcoming Events 
 
 

Saturday, November 7  10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
U.S. Military Veterans Parade 
 
Wednesday, November 11   9:00 am – 11:30 am 
Heritage Tours at the Spanish Governor’s 
Palace 
 
Wednesday, November 11   4:30 pm – 5:00 pm 
Salute to Veterans at the Alamo 
 
Saturday, December 5  4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
Christmas Luncheon/December Meeting 
Sonia’s Mexican Restaurant 

Happy Birthday 
November Babies 

 
Nov 8 –--- Roberto Flores 
 

Nov 8 –--- Manuel Lizcano 
 

Nov 15 –--- Elizabeth Perez 
 

Nov 23 --- Sylvia Escamilla 
 

Nov 28 –--- Karla Galindo 
 
 



 

Larry Kirkpatrick 
We mourn the passing of our friend and Granadero Larry Kirkpatrick.  

Larry was constantly researching, learning and passing his vast knowledge 
on to others.  Each time you would speak with Larry, you would learn 
something new.  His love of history, especially Spanish Colonial Texas 
history, led him to become a member of the Granaderos y Damas de 
Gálvez.  Not long after joining, he was able and willing to don a Granadero 
uniform and he began participating in every one of our living history events 
he could attend.  He served in our Color Guard, staffed our display table 
and marched in parades as a Granadero.  His presentations at our 
meetings were very informative and enlightening.  We will miss his 
pleasant demeanor, vast knowledge and great sense of humor.  Below is 
Larry’s obituary as it appeared in the newspaper. 

⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓ 
 

Larry Kirkpatrick entered eternal rest on Friday, October 9, 2015 at the age of 72. Larry was a Texas native 
born in Junction, Texas. After serving as a Capt. in the Air Force, flying B52s in Vietnam, he began his civil 
service career of 30 years with the Internal Revenue Service. He received a Masters Degree in Accounting and 
a Masters of Library Science in order to do what he loved most - research Texas history (especially Spanish 
Colonial period) and genealogy. Larry also worked as a librarian for the San Antonio Public Library System and 
retired to work at the Palo Alto College Library. Larry always had his hand in more than a handful of research 

projects and then some. He was a very active member of Los Bexarenos 
Genealogical and Historical Society, Los Granaderos de Galvez, and the Friends of 
the San Antonio Public Library (Texana). He is survived by his wife and best friend, 
Yolanda and three adult children: Howard 
Murphy of Virginia, Paul Murphy of Boerne 
and Patty Galindo of San Antonio. He is also 
survived by grandchildren: Emily, Jack, Kate 
and Luke Murphy, Bobby III, James and Sarah 
Galindo, Nathan, Paul and Victoria Murphy, 
Matthew, Maria and Melanie Perez and three 
great-grandchildren: Bobby IV, Matthew., and 
Mason; brother-in-law, Robert Garcia (Sylvia); 

sister-in-law, Olga Lizcano (Manuel); and numerous nieces and nephews. 
Larry was known by his family and friends to be generous, supportive and 
loving and always willing to help anyone. He will be greatly missed.  

 

Granaderos at attention in a 
show of respect at the 
graveside service of our friend 
and fellow Granadero. 

Granaderos with Dama Yolanda 
Kirkpatrick and a wreath from the 
Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez. 



Recognition of the American Revolution Spanish Patriots 
Clifford J. Normand, 

Louisiana Society Sons of the American Revolution State Registrar 
CNormand2181@yahoo.com 

 

In the March 2015 issue of Le Raconteur Judy Riffel published a previously undiscovered 2 June 1778 list 
of the Company of Volunteer Militia of the German Coast.  This list contained many of the settlers of the area 
who served under the Spanish and assisted in the defeat of the British in the Battles of Fort Bute at Manchac 
and Baton Rouge in September 1779.  Many members and prospective members with ancestors from this area 
were very excited to be able to have their ancestors recognized as American Patriots by either the Daughters of 
the American Revolution or the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR).   

In an effort to expedite three applications that had been pended by the SAR some three years prior due to a 
lack of proof of service, in June 2015 the SAR Genealogist General was contacted in an attempt to move those 
applications along.  The genealogist general responded that the German Coast Militia List did not qualify since 
it was dated prior to the date that Spain declared war on Britain on 21 June 1779.  This was extremely confusing 
since the SAR (and the DAR) had previously recognized Spain's assistance to America beginning 24 December 
1776 when the King ordered Spain to assist the Americans in their battle against the British.   

It was then realized that a change is the SAR genealogy policy concerning the Spanish had been approved 
in 2011 but the impact on the Galvez Patriots had not been recognized.  The problem arose since most of the 
militia lists that have historically been used date between 1777 and early 1779.  (Typically 20-30 percent of new 
Louisiana SAR members are accepted using a Galvez Patriot.)  This change in policy initiated a lot of 
discussion between various SAR state societies and the genealogy committee.  A review of the policy was 
initiated by the SAR genealogy committee and at the September Leadership Meeting a revised policy was 
approved that returned the date recognizing American patriots with Spanish service after 24 December 1776.   

The text of the revised SAR policy: 

Sons of the American Revolution 
Genealogy Policy No. 2015-01, Consolidated Genealogy Policy 
Portion of Section 2.30001 that pertains to Spanish Involvement to the Cause of the American Revolution. 
Changes up to 25 September 2015 

Any member of the Army or of a Spanish colonial militia who served, as shown by contemporary rosters, 
in a Presidio or garrison in the Spanish territories, bounded within by the area now included in the present day 
United States of America, and which Presidio or garrison is shown to have provided military or material 
support, such as a contribution of the donativo or participation in the cattle drive, to the cause of American 
Independence, may be considered to have performed qualifying military service in support of the Patriot cause. 
Any member of the Spanish Army, Navy, or militia who served in the Spanish Navy in support of Galvez, in the 
Gulf of Mexico, from Texas to Florida, along the Mississippi River, or were members of the Louisiana Infantry 
Regiment between December 24, 1776 and November 26, 1783, may be considered to have performed 
qualifying military service in support of the Patriot cause. Any resident of the Spanish territories bounded within 
by the area now included in the present day contiguous United States of America, who provided material aid or 
contributed to the donativo requested by King Carlos III in 1780 to fund Spanish involvement in the war effort, 
may be considered to have performed qualifying patriotic service. Exceptions will be considered on a case by 
case basis. 

Shortly after the approval of the above policy the SAR approved four applications recognizing these 
individuals from the German Coast as patriots in the American Revolution: 

Francois Daniel Madere,  Francois Noel Dupont,  George Kerner,  Francois Clareau 
Anyone interested in joining the Daughters of the American Revolution or the Sons of the American 

Revolution can obtain contact from the organization's website. 



Hear Ye!  Hear Ye! 
Membership dues are now due. 

 
All members are asked to do their part in helping our chapter 

fulfill its goals for the coming year, 2016.  Your membership dues 
help us sponsor and participate in educational programs at schools, 

libraries, history fairs and parades.  Our organization’s efforts ensure that this part of our American 
history reaches the masses by continuing to sponsor and participate in events throughout the year.  
Your dues go a long way in making sure our message gets out.  Our membership dues are $30 per 
member annually, payable beginning October 1st and delinquent December 1st for the following 
calendar year.  Please send in your dues to Elizabeth Perez, Treasurer, Granaderos y Damas de 
Galvez, 2714 Lovelace Blvd, San Antonio TX  78217.  Thank you! 
⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓ 
 

Teresa Valcarce, who was responsible for getting the portrait of Bernardo de Gálvez hung in the 
U.S. Senate provides some insight into the portrait.  Gálvez is holding a letter written by his father, but 
what does the letter say?  Teresa provides the answer to us below in both English and Spanish. 
  
Spanish 
Querido hijo Bernardo, 
 
La felicidad de tus conquistas se las 
debes a Dios y tus adelantamientos 
al Rey. Sé pues agradecido a ambas 
Magestades para contar con la 
bendición de tu amante padre. 
 
Matías de Gálvez 
 

English 
Dear son Bernardo, 
 
You owe the joy of your victories to 
God and your promotions to the King. 
Be, then, grateful to both Majesties to 
count with your loving father’s 
blessings. 
 
Matias de Galvez 

⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓ 

On Saturday, October 17th, Governor Joe Perez gave a living history 
presentation to the Canary Islands Descendants Association during their 
monthy meeting at San Fernando Hall.  His presentation covered the life and 
times of Bernardo de Gálvez, his Gulf Coast Campaign and the uniform and 
weapons of a Granadero in the Navarra Regiment.  It was a great audience and 
the presentation resulted in a new member to our chapter 
⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓⧓ 

Robert Reyes, a member of the Washington, D.C. Granaderos Chapter sends a 
picture of him in a Louisiana Regiment Granadero uniform with a Spanish flag at the 
Yorktown Battlefield Vistor Center.  It is the flag of the Regiment of the Prince and the 
text below the flag states, in part, “From 1779-1780 the regiment participated in 
various expeditions against the British from Louisiana to West Florida.  Their 
successful campaigns included the siege of Mobile, Alabama and the attack upon 
Pensacola, Florida which forced the British to abandon many of its forts.  This banner 
serves as a reminder of the Spanish support to the winning of our independence. It is 
gratefully acknowledged by Colonial National Historical Park from the Spanish 

Government and its people. June, 1979. 



The Life and Times of 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A tribute in memory and honor to BERNARDO  DE GÁLVEZ 

For the 40th Anniversary of the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 

By Robert H. Thonhoff 
BERNARDO DE GÁLVEZ was born on July 23, 1746, in 

Macharaviaya, a mountain village in the province of Málaga, 
Spain, the son of Matías and Josepha Madrid y Gallardo de 
Gálvez. During his lifetime his family was one of the most 
distinguished in the royal service of Spain. Following family 
tradition, Bernardo chose a military career. In 1762 he served 
as a lieutenant in a war with Portugal, after which he was 
promoted to captain in the Regiment of La Coruña. He arrived 
in New Spain for the first time as a part of the entourage of his 
uncle, José de Gálvez Gallardo, who undertook an inspection 
tour of the viceroyalty of New Spain. In 1769 Gálvez was 
commissioned to go to the northern frontier of New Spain, 
where he soon became commandant of military forces in 
Nueva Vizcaya and Sonora. He led several major expeditions 
against Apaches, whose depredations seriously crippled the 
economy of the region. During campaigns along the Pecos and 

Gila rivers in 1770–71, he was wounded twice but gained 
military experience that proved invaluable a few years later. 
The name Paso de Gálvez was given to a crossing on the 

Pecos River where Gálvez led his troops to victory in a fight 
with the Apaches.  

 Gálvez returned to Spain in 1772 and spent the next 
three years in France, where he enrolled in the Regiment of Cantabria to perfect himself in military science and 
learned the French language and culture. In 1775 he returned to Spain and was assigned to the Regiment of 
Seville. As captain of infantry under Alejandro O'Reilly, he participated in a failed attack on Algiers and 
suffered another wound. In recompense, he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel and attached to the 
Military School of Ávila. In 1776 he was transferred to the faraway province of Louisiana and promoted to 
colonel of the Louisiana Regiment. On January 1, 1777, he succeeded Luís de Unzaga as governor of Louisiana. 

 

Portrait of Bernardo de Gálvez                                                              
Hung in the Halls of Congress, December 9, 2014 

Portrait of General Bernardo de Gálvez                                  
Hung in the Halls of Congress, December 9, 2014 



 
 
 Before Spain entered the American Revolutionary War, Gálvez did much to aid the American patriots. 

He corresponded directly with Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, and Charles Henry Lee, personally received 
their emissaries, Oliver Pollock and Capt. George Gibson, and responded to their pleas by securing the port of 
New Orleans so that only American, Spanish, and French ships could move up and down the Mississippi River. 
Over the river, a veritable lifeline, great amounts of arms, ammunition, military supplies, and money were 
delivered to the embattled American forces under George Washington and George Rogers Clark. Spain 
formally declared war against Great Britain on June 21, 1779, and King Carlos III commissioned Gálvez to 
raise a force of men and conduct a campaign against the British along the Mississippi River and the Gulf Coast. 
In order to feed his troops, Gálvez sent an emissary, Francisco García, with a letter to Texas governor Domingo 
Cabello y Robles requesting the delivery of Texas cattle to Spanish forces in Louisiana. Accordingly, between 
1779 and 1782, some 10,000 head of cattle were rounded up on ranches belonging to citizens and missions of 
Béxar and La Bahía. From Presidio La Bahía, the assembly point, Texas rancheros and their vaqueros trailed 
these herds to Nacogdoches, Natchitoches, and Opelousas for distribution to Gálvez's forces. Providing escorts 
for these herds were soldiers from Presidio San Antonio de Béxar, Presidio La Bahía, and El Fuerte del Cíbolo, 
and several hundred horses were also sent along for artillery and cavalry purposes. Fueled in part by Texas beef, 
Gálvez, with 1,400 men, took to the field in the fall of 1779 and defeated the British in battles at Manchac, 
Baton Rouge, and Natchez. On March 14, 1780, after a month-long siege with land and sea forces, Gálvez, with 
over 2,000 men, captured the British stronghold of Fort Charlotte at Mobile. The climax of the Gulf Coast 
campaign occurred the following year when Gálvez directed a joint land-sea attack on Pensacola, the British 
capital of West Florida. He commanded more than 7,000 men in the two-month siege of Fort George in 
Pensacola before its capture on May 10, 1781. On May 8, 1782, Gálvez and his Spanish forces captured the 
British naval base at New Providence in the Bahamas. He was busy preparing for a grand campaign against 
Jamaica when peace negotiations ended the war. After the fighting, Gálvez helped draft the terms of treaty that 
ended the war, and he was cited by the American Congress for his aid during the conflict. 

 After the peace accords in April 1783, General Gálvez, accompanied by his wife, the former Marie 
Felice de Saint-Maxent Estrehan of New Orleans, and two infant children, returned to Spain for a brief rest. In 
October 1784 he was recalled to America to serve as captain-general and governor of Cuba. Early in 1785 he 
was appointed viceroy of New Spain to succeed his father, who had died on November 3, 1784. Gálvez and his 
family moved to Mexico City, which was in the throes of famine and disease. He became endeared to the 
people of Mexico City by opening up not only the resources of the government but also his personal fortune to 
help the populace through the difficult times. Two of his main achievements as viceroy were the start of the 
reconstruction of the Castle of Chapultepec, today a showplace for the Mexican nation, and the completion of 
the Cathedral of Mexico, the largest cathedral in the western hemisphere. 

Gálvez died of an illness on November 30, 1786. His body was buried next to his father's crypt in the wall 
of the Church of San Fernando. His heart was placed in an urn and reposed in the Cathedral of Mexico. On 
December 12, eight days after his funeral, his widow gave birth to another child. In 1778, San Bernardo, a 
Taovayan village on the Red River, was named in honor of Gálvez, then the governor of Louisiana. While he 
was viceroy of New Spain, Gálvez ordered José de Evia's survey of the Gulf Coast; the mapmaker named the 
biggest bay on the Texas coast Bahía de Gálvezton, a name later altered to Galveston. On November 30, 1986, 
forty members of the orders of the Granaderos and Damas de Gálvez from Texas, in conjunction with the 
Sociedad Mexicana de Amigos de España, placed a bronze plaque on Gálvez's crypt to honor the life and deeds 
of this great Spanish hero of the American Revolution. 
 
 
*The foregoing article is a version of an article that Robert H. Thonhoff wrote for " Handbook of Texas Online: 
(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fga10  



Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
 

Minutes for the meeting held October 7, 2015 at the 
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 

Submitted by Olga Lizcano 
 
Attendance: 

Reyna Araiza, Abel Araiza, Amy Jo Baker, Kay Cotter, R.J. Cotter, Henry DeLeon, Pauline Faz, Joaquin 
Faz, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Olga Lizcano, Manuel Lizcano, Rueben Perez, Joe Perez, Zena 
Reynoso, Susan Thonhoff Rodriguez, Victoria Thonhoff, Judge Robert Thonhoff, Richard Whynot 
 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:23 p.m. 
 Judge Robert Thonhoff gave the Invocation and Joaquin Faz led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Governor Joe Perez introduced guest speaker Amy Jo Baker, who gave an excellent presentation 

on the founding of the city of Catroville, Texas.  Her presentation covered the trip the founders 
made from Alsace, France, to Galveston, Texas and on to Castroville.  Her presentation was very 
well received. 

 After the guest speaker’s presentation, Joe suspended the meeting at 8:02 and resumed it at 8:06. 
The Treasurer was absent but she gave her report to Governor Joe Perez for presentation at the 
meeting.  Joe gave the Treasurer’s Reports for August and September.  For August, we had a 
Beginning Balance of $5,181.77, Expenses of $1,610.32, Income of $1,060.44 and an Ending 
Balance of $4,631.89.  For September, we had a Beginning Balance of $4,631.89, No Expenses, 
Income of $170.39 and an Ending Balance of $4,802.28.  A motion to accept the reports was made 
by Richard Whynot and seconded by Roberto Flores.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Joe announced upcoming events; his presentation to the Canary Islands Descendants Association 
on Saturday, October 17th, our participation in the San Antonio Founders Day event on Saturday, 
October 24th, the Veterans Parade on Saturday, November 7th, our Salute To Veterans At The 
Alamo on Wednesday, November 11th and our Christmas Party on Saturday, December 5th. 

 Bylaws Committee Chair Richard Whynot gave a report on the bylaws and opened the meeting up 
for discussion on the bylaws as sent to all members, either by email or the postal service.  A 
motion was made by Rueben Perez to remove Appendix A entirely and the motion was seconded 
by Olga Lizcano.  After discussion and a vote, the motion carried.  A motion was made by Olga 
Lizcano to correct the typos in Article IV, Section 1 (“these” to “there”) and Article IV, Section 2 
(“sand” to “and”) and seconded by Richard Whynot.  After discussion and a vote, the motion 
carried.  A motion was made by Olga Lizcano to change Article III, Section 3 replacing “members” 
with “each member” and removing the dues amount, which was seconded by Roberto Flores.  
After discussion and a vote, the motion carried. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 
 
 

 


