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Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez,
We take a moment to share our concerns for those members who may be experiencing
troubles at this time. The leadership of our group extends a prayer from our Chaplain.
Granaderos Prayer for Healing:
Lord our God, hear our prayer as we come before You to ask for Your healing of those fellow
members and friends experiencing various types of health problems.
Lord, in the communion of love, we reach out and surround these friends, families, and
caregivers with light, love, and the power of grace. May healing, health, and holiness be
theirs. May peace, grace, and love envelop them, and may an awareness of Your Divine
Presence be a source of strength over their affliction.
Blessed are You, Lord and God, who rescues those You love from pain and sickness. Amen!
Joe González – Chaplain
Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez

DUES ARE DUE
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Chapter membership dues are currently due. Please
help us continue being an active vibrant chapter by
supporting the group with your dues. Membership is $30
annually for a Regular Member. Associate Membership is
only $15 annually for those who want to support the group
as a member but not hold office or vote.
Please help keep our history alive by sending your
membership dues to: Granaderos de Gálvez, PO Box
47785, San Antonio TX 78265. Thank you!
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Next Meeting
Wednesday, November 6

November Babies!

La Fonda Restaurant

Nov 8
Roberto Flores

8633 Crownhill Blvd
Dinner: 6:30 Meeting 7:30

Speaker:

Melinda & Sergio Iruegas
Presentation:
Juan Ignacio Perez Rancho

Nov 8
Manuel Lizcano
Nov 15
Elizabeth Perez
Nov 23
Sylvia Escamilla
Nov 28
Karla Galindo
Nov 28
Michael Cristian

We will have a presentation about one of the most
influential families in Spanish Texas and their ranch that
covered over 20,000 acres.

Upcoming Events
Saturday, November 9
Noon - 1:00 pm
Veterans Parade in downtown San Antonio.
Friday - Sunday, November 15 – 17
National Meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana
Saturday, December 7
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Christmas Party (See flyer in this newsletter.)

Governor
Joe Perez
Deputy Governor
Alex Zamora
Treasurer
Manny Rodriguez
Secretary
Briana Perez
Drum Major
Ricardo Rodriguez
Chaplain
Joe González

In Memoriam
Eileen Barrientos
Eileen, a dedicated member of the Order of Granaderos y Damas de
Gálvez, passed away on October 24. Her obituary describes her very well.
“She was a strong, independent woman who raised 5 equally strong
children and always put family first. Eileen’s family admired and will
cherish her passion for genealogy research and her love of gardening.
After 55 years as a Manicurist in the beauty business Eileen grew to love
each and every client like family.
She was a very proud descendant of the first families to settle and
establish San Antonio from the Canary Islands in 1731. She was a member
of the Canary Islands Descendants Association, The Order of Granaderos Y
Damas de Galvez and various other organizations.
Visitation will be held on Sunday, November 10, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. at Mission Park Funeral Chapel
South. Funeral mass will begin Monday at 10:00 a.m. at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church
with interment to follow at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cemetery in Selma, Texas.
Eileen was truly loved and will be dearly missed.” The full obituary may be found at:
https://www.missionparks.com/obituaries/Mary-Barrientos/#!/Obituary

Eric Beerman
Historian and friend, Eric Beerman was an ardent promoter of Spain’s participation in the American
Revolution. Those who knew him know how much of a friend he was to the Order of Granaderos y
Damas de Gálvez. Our collective thoughts are expressed very well in recent correspondence by our
own living treasure, Robert H. Thonhoff.
“Both Vicie and I were very saddened to learn recently from Conchita Beerman in Madrid, Spain,
that her dear husband and our dear friend and fellow historian, Eric Beerman, passed away peacefully
in Madrid on September 3, 2019.
Eric was a trail blazer in telling the story of the life and deeds of our Spanish Hero of the American
Revolution, General Bernardo de Gálvez. One of his most important works was his book, España y la
Independencia de Estados Unidos, published in 1992.
Over the years, both Eric and Conchita published many books and articles
relating to Spain and the American Revolution.
With this notice, we all convey our deepest sympathy to all the Beerman
Family.”
Respectfully yours,
Robert and Victoria Thonhoff
Honorary Governors General of
The Order of Granaderos and Damas de Gálvez

And then this happened…….
From John Espinosa, Governor of the Houston Chapter, Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez.
Yo Solo, The Bernardo de Gálvez Association in Malaga, Spain, has voted to award their
coveted Bernardo de Gálvez Prize to two recipients this year. One recipient is the Daughters of
the American Revolution, and the second is the National Order of the Granaderos y Damas de
Gálvez....that's us!
This prize will be bestowed on our Order in a solemn ceremony on the evening of
November 22, 2019 in Malaga, Spain. There will be additional festivities as well as a visit to
Macharaviaya the following day!
Thanks to people like Paco Reyero, Teresa Valcarce, and each of YOU, the people in Spain
are recognizing the work of our organization to educate the public about Spain's support to
the American Revolution.
There will be a contingent of representatives from our Order who will travel to Spain to
receive this award on behalf of all members. Many congratulations to each of you!
______________________________________________________________________
Seven members of the Ann Fairfax Chapter of the Children of the American Revolution
were inducted on Sept. 22 as junior members of the Gen. Philemon Thomas Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution.
This event was held in conjunction with a commemoration of the Sept. 21, 1779, victory of
the forces of Spanish Louisiana Gov. Bernardo de Gálvez over the British in the American
Revolutionary battle at the British fort in Baton Rouge. The old star-shaped fort was located in
the area of the Pentagon Barracks. Chris Achee, president of the chapter, gave a history of the
battle while dressed in the uniform of Carlos de Grand Pre, commandant of Pointe Coupee at
the time.
______________________________________________________________________
Granadero Rueben Perez has compiled his articles about the Early Mail Systems in Texas
into a book by the same name. He dedicated the book to Governor Joe Perez, who is a third
generation postal employee. It is chock-full of interesting tidbits about the mail systems
throughout the history of this land we call Texas, from the Spanish era all the way to present
day.
Rueben has generously
donated eleven books, and the
rights to print future copies, to our
chapter. He had Joe’s copy signed
by members at the last meeting,
where he presented it to our
Governor. Thank you, Rueben!

Recent Article on the Internet
I Alone
Spanish Ambassador Eduardo Garrigues is an award-winning novelist. His latest book,
published in 2019, is titled “I Alone” about Bernardo de Gálvez, Spain’s hero of the
American Revolution. Read more at the internet address below.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/book-presentation-i-alone-bernardo-galvezs-americanrevolution-tickets-75167956381

Texas A&M celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month and the article mentions Gálvez
The article is found at the internet address below.
http://www.thebatt.com/news/texas-a-m-organizations-and-students-celebrate-hispanicheritage/article_50a9d952-e0b8-11e9-8b6e-bb0917bc2a8f.html

Portrait Lady & A Congressional Promise
This is an excellent article about Teresa Valcarce and her quest to fulfill a promise made by the U.S.
Congress over 200 years ago to hang a portrait of Gálvez in our capitol. There is also a fantastic video
within the article. You can read the full article at the internet address below.
https://sharemylesson.com/blog/bernardo-de-galvez-promise

The Battle of Saratoga and General Gálvez?
Yes, Gálvez is mentioned in this article about the Battle of Saratoga, a very important battle during
the American Revolution. You can read the full article at the internet address below.
https://newsmaven.io/americanminute/american-history/victory-of-the-battle-of-saratoga-one-ofhistory-s-most-important-battles-IU2u4ViI9kGBDYjYsndYfg/

Ft. Worth Program Brings Latino History into Classrooms
A Social Studies teacher found a way to get students more engaged in history… and it involves
Bernardo de Gálvez. See the internet address below for more.
https://www.keranews.org/post/fort-worth-program-brings-latino-african-american-historyclassrooms

Granadero Walter Herbeck’s Ancestor Won Medal of Honor
Edward Gomez, U.S. Marine Corps, won the Congressional Medal of Honor. His citation reads that,
“He gallantly gave his life for his country.” Read about Walter’s ancestor at the address below.
https://themedalofhonor.com/medal-of-honor-recipients/recipients/gomez-edward-koreanwar?fbclid=IwAR3TyR7OtNhLuK5jgSTi2PzkW2GnU4-YLjtLT4OH9-lySkq_B3Uli11wUf4

Get To Know Bernardo de Gálvez
The English version of this book is now available from booksellers.

Christmas Party
Saturday, December 7

11:00 am – 1:00 pm
La Fonda Restaurant
8633 Crownhill Blvd
Please indicate your name & entrée below.
Guests are welcome.
Name:
Entrée:

Tortilla Chips, Salsa Rojo & Roasted Salsa

Choice of Entrees (1 per person):
□ Tacos al Carbon
2 marinated beef fajita tacos, guacamole,
pico de gallo, rice, beans

Name:
Entrée:

□ Chicken Enchilada Plate
2 chicken enchiladas with white sour
cream sauce, rice, beans

Name:
Entrée:

□ Cheese Enchilada Plate
2 cheese enchiladas, rice, beans

Name:
Entrée:
# of people=

Appetizers:

x $22/person = $

Please make checks payable to: Granaderos.
Mail this form with a check to:
Granaderos de Gálvez
PO Box 47785, San Antonio TX 78265
no later than November 30.

□ La Fonda Salad
Fresh mixed greens topped with zesty
black bean & corn medley, grilled
chicken breast, avocado & dressing
(Ranch or Cilantro Lime Vinaigrette)

Dessert:

Sopapillas

Everyone gets a raffle ticket for a chance to
win a lovely designer Christmas ornament.

Beverages: Tea or Water (Cash bar avail.)

Please bring a new toy to donate to the
Children’s Shelter on behalf of our chapter.

□ Check

here for gluten-free

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held October 2, 2019 at La Fonda Restaurant
Submitted by Joe Perez
Attendance:

Joe Aguayo, Michael Aguayo, George Aguayo, Rafael Cavazos, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores,
Vivian Garza, Carlos Garza, Joe González, Stella González, Monica Aguayo Johnson, Norma
Langwell, David Langwell, Sara Nañez, Briana Perez, Elizabeth Perez, Joe Perez, Rueben Perez,
Janie Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez, Lisa Santos, Alex Zamora, Melissa Zamora, J.J. Zavala

















The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Governor Joe Perez.
The Invocation was given by Chaplain Joe González.
Carlos Garza led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Rueben Perez presented his new book Early Mail Systems in Texas, which he dedicated to
Governor Joe Perez. Rueben donated the first run of 11 books, as well as the reproduction
rights to the book, to our chapter. He presented one copy, signed by several members, to
Governor Perez.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for September. We had a
Beginning Balance of $4,021.00. We had Expenses of $34.19 for guest speaker dinners.
We had Income of $955.36 from the sale of books at the Battle of Medina Symposium, the
sale of drum cases, membership dues, honorarium for the Hyatt 4th of July parade and
Color Guard for a military retirement ceremony. This left an Ending Balance of $4,942.17.
A motion to accept the report was made by Joe González and seconded by Roberto Flores.
After a vote, the motion carried.
Governor Perez introduced all of the guests and announced the birthdays for October.
Education Committee Chair Joe González gave his committee’s report. We are embarking
on producing a documentary of Gálvez, which we will own and
make available to educators but we will retain the rights to it.
We are also in the process of updating the Teacher’s Packets
with an image of Gálvez on the cover.
For old business, Joe discussed our most recent events. For new
business, he discussed our participation in the upcoming
Military Veterans Parade.
Joe introduced Norma Langwell as our Guest Speaker. Norma
Joe Perez presenting Guest
gave an excellent presentation on Los Alcaldes de Béxar. Her Speaker Norma Langwell
presentation was very well received by the group.
with a gift from the group.
Joe announced the passing of Eric Beerman, who was active in
promoting knowledge of Bernardo de Gálvez.
Governor Joe Perez adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m.

