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National Meeting 
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 7 at 9:30 a.m. as we 
will have the National Meeting of the Order of Granaderos y Damas de 
Gálvez via Zoom since we can not meet in person.  The business 
meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. but you can log on at 9:30 and speak with 
members of the various chapters as well as international guests from 

Spain.  However, first, you must register for the meeting any time before November 7th at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUldeysqD0qHdd2r-1GvfcYjALoDd4ARQLv 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email on how to join the meeting. 
 

New Chapter Secretary: Janie Rodriguez 
 

Dama Janie Rodriguez doesn’t feel like she was doing enough for our 
chapter by simply playing the fife in our Fife & Drum Corps, participating in 
practices, marching in parades and attending 
meetings as a member of the Education 
Committee.  Therefore, she has decided to 
also serve as our Secretary. 

All kidding aside, we are fortunate that 
Janie has volunteered to serve as our Secretary.  Dama Briana 
Perez has served as Secretary since June of 2012 and has done 
an amazing job, but she has decided to step down.  Briana has 
taken minutes at meetings and occasionally executed other 
duties such as sending out important emails and updating our 
Facebook page.  Thank you, Briana, for all the work you have 
done for the past eight years! 

We welcome Janie Rodriguez as our new Secretary and we 
know she will do an amazing job as well. 
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          Next Meeting 
     Wednesday, November 4 

   7:30 p.m. via Zoom 
Meeting Link: 
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Dues-Paying Members 

With Birthdays in 
November 

 

Nov 8 
Roberto Flores 

 
Nov 15 

Elizabeth Perez 
 

Nov 28 
Karla Galindo 

 
 
 

Humor in the Time of Covid 

They said a mask and 
gloves were enough to go 

to the grocery store. 
They lied. 

Everyone else was 
wearing clothes. 



The 2020 National Meeting was to be held in November at Hotel Gálvez in Galveston, Texas, 
but has been canceled due to the coronavirus.  However, we will still have a National Meeting 
this year in an online format using the Zoom platform.  A link to access the meeting is shown 
on page one of this newsletter. 

We will resume the in-person format next year in 2021 in Galveston at the Hotel Gálvez. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DUES ARE DUE 
 

Membership dues for 2021 are currently due by the 
end of this calendar year.  Your support is needed to help 
us continue carrying out our mission of educating the 
public about Spain’s participation in the American 
Revolution.  

Dues can be paid via check or by PayPal.  Checks made 
out to Granaderos may be mailed to Granaderos, P.O. Box 
47785, San Antonio TX 78265. 

You also have the option of paying by using PayPal to 
losgranaderosdegalvez@gmail.com.  Dues are only $30 for 
Full Membership, which comes with automatic National Membership, holding office, voting 
privileges and discounts on books sold by the chapter.  Associate Membership is $15 and 
comes with the same benefits except those of holding office and voting. 

Please help support your group by paying the membership dues in a timely manner.  With 
your help, we will continue the mission of this unique organization. 

 

Veterans Day Parade Cancelled 
 

The U.S. Military Veterans Parade Association has issued the following announcement.  
“Due to the significant increase of Coronavirus cases and restrictions for mass gatherings we 
have cancelled the 2020 Veterans Parade.  Out of concern for the safety and well-being of the 
Veterans and citizens of San Antonio we made the very difficult decision to cancel the 2020 
Veterans Parade scheduled for November 7, 2020.“  This is yet another big event in which our 
members who perform living history can not participate.  Please be safe and use every 
precaution so that we may participate next year. 

 

Passing of Dama Josefina Ramirez – Houston Chapter 
 

We mourn the passing of Dama Josefina Ramirez.  Josefina was a 
founding member of the Houston Chapter Granaderos y Damas de 
Gálvez.  She was very active for many years in that chapter and 
helped the chapter grow over the years.  She was known as a very 
kind and loving woman 

In the photo at left is Josefina and her husband, Hector Ramirez, 
who is also a founding member of the Houston Chapter.  Our prayers 
go out to the family of Dama Josefina Ramirez of the Houston 
Chapter. 

 



Recent Internet Articles 
 

Historic New Orleans Collection 
KRQE Station in New Orleans celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month on its website with a video 
and article concentrating on Bernardo de Gálvez.  You can see the video and article at the 
following website:   https://www.krqe.com/hispanic-heritage-month/bernardo-de-galvez-
celebrating-hispanic-heritage-with-the-historic-new-orleans-collection/ 
 

Gálvez Mentioned in Waxahachie Online Newspaper 
The Waxahachie Texas Daily Light online newspaper ran an article about Hispanic Heritage 
Month and the first Hispanic mentioned in the article is Bernardo de Gálvez. 
https://www.waxahachietx.com/news/20200921/hispanic-heritage-month---52-years-of-
celebration 
 

One of Shakespeare’s Last Plays Found in Spanish Library 
A rare edition of Shakespeare’s play, The Two Noble Kinsmen, was found in a library in 
Salamanca, Spain.  Thanks go out to Neil Calnan of the Houston Chapter for sending us this 
information.  You can read the article at the web address below. 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/1634-printing-shakespeares-last-known-
work-found-spain-180975915/ 
 

TEXAS DAY BY DAY 
 

The Texas State Historical Association maintains a calendar of 
interesting events that occurred in Texas history.  The calendar is 
called Texas Day By Day.  One article in that series mentions 
Honorary Governor General Robert H. Thonhoff.  On July 18, 
1947, pioneer photographer, E. O. Goldbeck, took a famed 
panoramic photo in which appeared a 17-year-old Private 
Thonhoff, fresh out of high school and a recent enlistee in the 

U.S. Army Air Corps. 
Young Robert Thonhoff arrived at Lackland Air Force Base on July 3rd.  On July 18th, he and 

other airmen marched onto a field and stood in assigned spots.  The photographer, high upon 
a scaffold, took a photo of the 12,000 airmen, all lined up in the shape of the U.S. Air Force 
Insignia. 

In an enlarged photo, Judge Thonhoff could identify himself in the spot marked by a black 
arrow, near the top right of the star.  He was part of special photo at the time that the U.S. 
Army Air Corps became the U.S. Air Force.  And that’s how a man known for his love of history, 
made history that day in a famed photograph in Texas history. 



 

 
 

Bernardo de Gálvez had a plan to lead his forces upriver to expel British forces along the 
Mississippi River.  In a report by Gálvez dated October 16, 1779 to Diego Joseph Navarro y 
Valladares (Governor and Captain General of Havana) we learn his plans and what happened.  
In his report, he reflected over his victorious campaign in Manchac and Baton Rouge.  He 
started the report by calling the Commanding Officers and Captains of the garrisons together 
then telling them the English forces along the Mississippi number over 800 army veterans.  
Gálvez mustered what he could from New Orleans with forces only reaching 609 men.  He did 
not expect reinforcements from Havana, thus making it necessary for the city of New Orleans 
to be fortified and defended.  Gálvez proceeded to discuss the effects of the hurricane on 
August 18th that hit New Orleans and if he delayed the attack on Manchac, this would only 
provide the British ample time to further reinforce their establishments.  His strategy would be 
to seek the enemy forces in their forts and establishments, rather than having them come 
looking for him.  Gálvez continued reporting that it was necessary to refrain from letting the 
colony know of his appointment as Governor, also that Spain had declared war with England 
and supported the American colonies. He did not want to give the British time to make 
preparations to defend themselves.  He continued his correspondence to Navarro that he 
would take the Oath at the Church for his new title, but at the same time, for now, he wanted 
to ensure the protection of the colony. 

Gálvez announced to his officers the plans and preparations 
for the expedition to Manchac.  He called for the canoes that were 
not damaged in the hurricane to be used and he had the Galliot 
and three Gunboats pulled out of the river.  Aboard those vessels, 
he placed ammunitions and ten cannons, one of 24, five of 18 and 
four of 4, (Cannons were sized by the weight of its iron shot in 
pounds) and Lt. of the Artillery Don Julian Álvarez would take 
charge.  New Orleans would be under Lieutenant-Colonel Don 
Pedro Piernas.  He noted, that he would leave behind Militiamen to 
protect the town.   

 
 

 

The First Campaign- 
 March To Manchac  

Fort Bute 
Part II of a Series 

 

By Rueben M. Perez 
     Edited by Clifford Normand 

 



 Gálvez appointed Don Martin Navarro for the Administrative Quartermaster duties.  He 
also appointed Don Miguel Gonzáles as Commander of the Army and second to him Lt. Colonel 
Don Estevan Miró was assigned.  Major of the expedition was Captain Don Jacinto Panis. 

 In the next part of his letter, he wrote that he left on the 27th in the morning, with the 
intentions to take from the German Coast as many people as he could.  The same day in the 
afternoon, a small army left town, composed of 170 veteran soldiers, 330 Recruits, 20 
Musketeers, 60 Militiamen or inhabitants, 80 free negroes and Mulattos, and Don Oliver 
Pollock, Agent of the American Congress who was by his side during the whole campaign with 
2 Officers and 7 Volunteer Americans (who carried the Betsy Ross flag), all of who were 667 
men of every class, nation and color.  He was without an Engineer and an Artillery Officer, who 
were very sick at the time. 
 
LEADING UP TO MANCHAC - THE FIRST MILITARY ACTIONS:  
 Gálvez informed his commanding officers Grand Pré of Pointe Coupée, Collell of 
Gálveztown, and DuBreüil at San Gabriel de Manchac, that the war had started and they 
needed to prepare as soon hostilities on the British Fort at Manchac started.   He also 
requested assistance in troops by calling up the militias.   Correspondence at this point was 
going back and forth between Gálvez and various points of contacts.  Gálvez issued the order 
on August 23rd to seize English ships on Lakes Pontchartrain, Maurepas and Borroc.  On August 
31st, Raymundo DuBreüil updated Gálvez on the British activities at Manchac and reported all 
is quiet.  Gálvez notified Collell that prisoners were taken in a piragua (canoe or dugout) in 
Bayou de Tekfonte coming from Pensacola with mail for British Colonel Dickson and related 
that Lt. Moor and two Negroes had started out overland with dispatches to Dickson. Gálvez 
simply stated, “Catch them.”  On September 1st DuBreüil from Paroquia (parish) San Gabriel 
acknowledged receiving Gálvez’s memo on the 30th, noting that Gálvez was sick with fever and 
stated that he could not delay hostilities against the British.  If Collell delayed seizing the 
vessels he was almost certain the desired time would have expired.  In another incident, 
Miguel Gonzáles, Commander of the Army under Gálvez, reported that prior to September 1st 
an English schooner and a frigate were seized carrying 11 soldiers and 10 marines.  It was 
necessary to seize the two boats or they would have conveyed the news of the Spanish 
activities to the fort at Manchac.  Gonzáles kept Gálvez apprised, reporting that the Goleta 
(gun boat) and barcas (boats) were safe and the rate of travel for the Goleta had been making 
five leagues in 24 hours.  
 What would follow would be the beginnings of hostile actions against the British leading 
up to the Battle of Manchac.  Gálvez noted the performance of Grand Pré after he had drawn 
forces from Pointe Coupée and captured the British post (Thompson Barrack) on Thompson’s 
Creek and the Amite River.  Gálvez rewarded him by placing him in command of the district 
and assigning him as commanding officer of the small garrisons captured.  The critical strategic 
advantage of what occurred was that the small outpost became a listening ear to British 
activities in West Florida.  More importantly, once the British posts were captured, British 
communications between Baton Rouge and Natchez was severed.  Other events occurred 
when Collell, at the Spanish settlement Gálveztown, seized three British galleys and a brig that 



was in route back to Pensacola after delivering supplies and munitions to Manchac.  Another 
boat was captured on the Amite River and three more on the lakes.  Other tactical operations 
involved Vizente Rillieux, Captain of a Spanish ship, who identified an English transport ship 
going to Manchac.  In between Lakes Pontchartrain and Maurepas at Pass Manchac, Rillieux 
concealed his ship with fallen trees waiting for the ship.  After it approached at close range, 
the Spanish ship bombarded the English ship and raised a bedlam of bloodcurdling yells that 
the English, thinking they were beset by four or five hundred men, sought refuge below deck.  
Rillieux and his men jumped on board and made them prisoners.  “What was their surprise to 
find themselves, numbering fifty-six soldiers of the Waldéck regiment and ten or twelve 
sailors, apprehended by only fourteen creoles until they had surrendered.” 
 
THE REGIMENT OF LOUISIANA: 
 Gálvez’s campaigns were at Manchac, Baton Rouge, 
Natchez, Mobile, Pensacola, St. Louis, and as far north as 
Fort Saint Joseph, Niles, Michigan.  Maintaining the 
defense of the province was El Regimiento Fijo de 
Infanteria de la Luisiana or the Fixed Infantry Regiment of 
Louisiana.  Spain employed two types of regular units to 
protect the Viceroyalty of New Spain.  The first unit was a 
peninsular regiment of forces recruited directly from Spain 
or in other locations in Europe.  The second category 
consisted of figo regimientos, permanent or fixed 
battalions located in the colonies and kept there, as with 
the Regiment of Louisiana.  The Regiment of Louisiana 
primarily consisted of soldiers raised in the colonies but it 
never reached the full strength as defined by the 1768 
Regulations.  When Spain declared war with England, the Louisiana Regiment only had five 
companies, however, in July with additional troops from Mexico and the Canary Islands, an 
additional 159 men joined Gálvez in New Orleans to expand the regiment to eight companies.  
 The battalion’s garrisons included units at outposts in Spanish Louisiana as far as Illinois, 
Arkansas Post and Balize.  Gálvez reported: “With these men to walk 90 leagues through thick 

woods and impracticable roads, without tents, 
baggage and other indispensable aid, we started, as it 
is said, at a venture”. 
 Gálvez continued, “It will make you as tired as 
the army was when arriving at Manchac, if I would 
tell you of all the difficulties that we had in the way 
from the City to that place, and  Opelousas, Atacapas 
and Punta Cortada (Point Coupee), about 600 men 
were added to us, with 160 Indians who voluntarily 
offered themselves; but it is to be observed that 
although our army should be composed of 1427 men, 
according to the number of soldiers quoted, 

Painting entitled, “La Marcha de Gálvez, or The 
March of Gálvez by Augusto Ferrer-Dalmau 

 



however, due to sickness and weariness I had already lost more than one third of the men 
when I arrived at English Manchac, which fort we took on the morning of September 7th by 
surprise and assault, without meeting a misfortune on our part.” 
 After traveling 105 miles in eleven days, losing at least a third of their number due to 
sickness and fatigue, they reached the British garrison, Fort Bute located at the junction of 
Bayou Manchac and the Mississippi River.  The site no longer exists there today and has been 
eroded away by the Mississippi River.  At dawn on September 7, 1779, Captain Don Gilberto 
Antonio Maxent (Gálvez’s father-in-law) was the first to enter through one of the embrasures 
(opening in a battlement between two raised solid portions).  The Spanish Army took Fort Bute 
by surprise and won their first battle for Gálvez.  Inside the garrison were a captain, a 
lieutenant and a second-lieutenant with 24 men of whom five escaped with the second-
lieutenant taking advantage of the little daylight.  Another one was killed and the rest were 
made war prisoners two days before, having left for the Fort of Baton Rouge.  Gálvez won his 
first major victory without loss of a single soldier and defeated the British in the first major 
encounter of the war between Spain and the British Empire. 
 
BATTLE OF FORT BUTE, MANCHAC, LOUISIANA SEPT 7, 1779 
 Bernardo de Gálvez allowed his men to rest and on September 21st, with his small army 
of Spanish regulars and his trusty militia, proceeded to Baton Rouge and captured the British 
fort. 
 
 

 
Photo provided by Clifford Normand, the surrender of the fort at Baton Rouge. 

 
 
 
 



Gálvez Marker in Bicentennial Park 
 

No one knows exactly how many statues, markers, plaques and 
monuments of Bernardo de Gálvez there are in the United States of 
America.  Some of them are well-known, such as the equestrian 
statues in Washington, D.C., Pensacola and New Orleans.   There are 
life-size statues in Mobile, Alabama and at the Spanish embassy in 
D.C.  There is a bust of him at Ft. George in Pensacola and several 
plaques throughout the country placed by DAR and SAR chapters.  
Then there is a little-known marker (shown at left) on the grounds of 
Bicentennial Park near Stockton, Alabama, about 35 miles northeast 

of Mobile.  Other markers in the park commemorate people and events in the 200 history of 
Baldwin County, Alabama.  The Gálvez marker was erected in 2009 by the General Gálvez 
Chapter, Alabama Society, National Society Sons of the American Revolution. 

 

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held October 7, 2020 via Zoom on the internet 

Submitted by Joe Perez 

Attendance: 
Sally Avila,  Peter Baron, Tiffany Bergman, Caeden Bergman, Stan Bradford, Edward Butler, 
Sr., Michael Cristian, Stella González, Joe González, Clarissa Leal, Cliff Normand, Joe Perez, 
Christina Robinson, Janie Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez, Sr., Manny Rodriguez Jr., Anthony 
Rodriguez, Jesse O. Villarreal Sr., Vedia Weathersby, Joe Weathersby, Alex Zamora 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 8:01 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez. 
 The Invocation was given by Chaplain Joe González. 
 Deputy Governor Alex Zamora led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Joe announced the birthdays for October.  For the benefit of our guests, Joe spoke about 

our chapter’s website.  He showed the website on the screen and played the 60-second 
promotional video by Rafael Cavazos.  He also showed the various articles about Gálvez 
and the American Revolution that one can read on our website. 

 Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for September.  We had a 
Beginning Balance of $4,188.05.  We had an Expense of $16 for the monthly Zoom 
account to conduct our meetings.  We had Income of $0.34 from interest on our 
account, which left an Ending Balance of $4,172.39.  A motion to accept the report was 
made by Alex Zamora and seconded by Jesse Villarreal.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Joe introduced Manny Rodriguez, Jr., as our Guest Speaker.  Manny did a very good job 
with his presentation and it was enjoyed by everyone in attendance. 

 Governor Joe Perez adjourned the meeting at 9:29 p.m. 


