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Class Is In Session
Our chapter is in
the midst of a school
project. Led by our
Education Committee
Chair Joe González,
we are scheduled to
give living history presentations
at
11
schools in 9 weeks.
The photo to the right
shows our first presentation, which was to 7th & 8th graders at St. Gregory The Great Catholic
School on October 14th. We had 45 students and 5 faculty/staff. Representing our group
were Friar Joe González, Drummer Alex Zamora and Granadero Adam Dominguez. Photos of
other presentations at other schools are on page 3.
Granadero/Chaplain/Education Committee Chair/Friar Joe González worked relentlessly
with several school principals and was able to get Teacher Packets into their hands, which will
help teachers introduce information about Spain’s participation in the American Revolution
into their lesson plans. It was a slow but steady process as more principals came forward. Joe
let them know that our group will give living history presentations to their students at no
charge. So far, eleven schools have requested our presentations. Nine of the schools are in
San Antonio, one is in Converse and one is in Fredericksburg.
We remain steadfast in our mission of educating the public. Information given in these
presentations not only reaches the many students in attendance but also the faculty and staff
who also see and hear us. While this information may not be part of the curriculum, it is still
conveyed to many students through our living history educational programs.
Thanks go out to Joe González for coordinating all of the school presentations!

Next Meeting
Wednesday, November 3
La Fonda Restaurant
8633 Crownhill Blvd
Dinner: 6:30 Meeting 7:30
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Sherri Driscoll

Texas Alliance for Geographic Education
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Bernardo de Gálvez:
After the American Revolution
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Sylvia Escamilla
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Michael Cristian
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After the American Revolution, General Galvez was sent
to Mexico City and took his father’s place as Viceroy of New
Spain. Although his time there would be short, he left
behind a legacy that can still be seen today.
Our presenter, Sherri Driscoll, of Texas State University,
will give us information on the long-lasting impact of
Bernardo de Gálvez, after the American Revolution.
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Thank you, Dolores Beardsley
At our October meeting, Dama Dolores Beardsley donated
the uniform, wig, sword and musket of her brother, Henry De
Leon, who passed earlier this year. Henry was a founding
member and was one of the original six uniformed members
of our group. Dolores has been a longstanding member and
has supported the chapter in many ways over the years. In
addition to donating Henry’s uniform, Dolores made a
generous monetary donation to the group, which will help
tremendously in our educational efforts. We are honored to
receive one of the original uniforms and we are honored that
Dama Dolores Beardsley remains a big part of our group.

Continuing With School Presentations
On October 20th, we gave a presentation
to 7th & 8th graders at St. Thomas More
Catholic School. Joe González portrayed a
Franciscan priest who tended to the spiritual
needs of the soldiers in Gálvez’s army.
Manny Rodriguez portrayed a Granadero of
the Navarra Regiment. Drummer Joe Viviano
and Fifer Janie Rodriguez portrayed
musicians who served in Gálvez’s army. Joe
Weathersby portrayed a man who left
Maryland for Spanish Louisiana and became a part of the local militia serving under Gálvez.
On October 22nd, we gave a presentation at Providence Catholic School to 7th & 8th graders
as well as an 11th grade Advanced U.S. History class. Joe González was a friar, Joe Viviano a
drummer while Joe Perez and Manny Rodriguez were Granaderos who presented information
about the musket, the
battles and Marie Felicité.
These
presentations
have garnered a lot of
interest in this part of our
country’s history as well as
interest in our organization.
Let’s keep it up!

2021 Christmas Party
In lieu of a December meeting, we will have our Christmas Party. We will have a free raffle for
door prizes. You will have a chance to win a designer Christmas ornament just in time for Christmas.
We ask that you complete the registration form below and send it in with your check no later than
November 19. Get ready to have a good time and end our Granadero year on a fun note. We’ll see
you at the Christmas party!

Christmas Party Registration Form
Saturday, December 4
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Paloma Blanca Mexican Cuisine
5800 Broadway Ste 300 in Salon Vela
Choose one entree per person from the following choices:
Cheese Enchiladas Verdes: Two cheese enchiladas covered in tangy tomatillo sauce, melted queso
Monterrey, and topped with sour cream. Served with guacamole, rice, boracho beans, flour or corn tortillas
Chicken Enchiladas Verdes: Two chicken enchiladas covered in tangy tomatillo sauce, melted queso
Monterrey, and topped with sour cream. Served with guacamole, rice, boracho beans, flour or corn tortillas
Ensalada Esmeralda: A blend of crisp iceberg, romaine and spinach lettuces mixed with tortilla strips, red
onion, tomatoes, rajas poblanas and queso fresco served with cilantro dressing on the side.
Fajitas de Pollo: Served with grilled onions and bell peppers, guacamole and pico de gallo, rice, boracho
beans, flour or corn tortillas
(Call Party Planner Dama Elizabeth Perez at 210-857-4742 if you have dietary restrictions.)
Name:

Menu Selection:

Name:

Menu Selection:

Name:

Menu Selection:

Number of people =

x $20 per entree

= $

Total

Please make checks payable to Granaderos de Gálvez and mail to:
Granaderos Christmas Party, PO Box 47785, San Antonio TX 78265

Please send your payment & menu selection no later than November19.

A TRIBUTE TO
SR. JOSÉ IGNACIO VASCONCELOS,
ARQ. ERNESTO AGUILAR CORONADO
AND
SRA. OLIVA FERNÁNDEZ-LANA ÁLVAREZ
BY
ROBERT H. THONHOFF
I, Robert H. Thonhoff, will always be grateful to Sr. José Ignacio Vasconcelos, Arq.
Ernesto Aguilar Coronado, and Sra. Oliva Fernández-Lana Álvarez for all that they have been
in my life.
I learned of and met Arquitecto Ernesto Aguilar Coronado through some mutual friends
in San Antonio, Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph and Carolina Balderrama of San Antonio. Sr. Coronado
made yearly trips in the early 1980s from his home in Mexico City to Washington D.C., where
he did research for the Sociedad Mexicana de Amigos de España, of which he was the founder,
and he would always spend a night or two in San Antonio, Texas, on his return home. We
would always have an evening meal in a nice restaurant in San Antonio, where we would
discuss the overlapping histories of Spain, Mexico, and the United States. Rudy and Carrie
would act as translators for my wife Victoria and me.
I first met Sr. Jose Ignacio Vasconcelos during a trip to Mexico City in 1986 to honor
Bernardo de Gálvez on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of his death. My wife Victoria
and I accompanied forty Granaderos and Damas de Gálvez from Texas to place and dedicate a
bronze plaque over his crypt in the wall next to the altar rail in La Iglesia de San Fernando in
Mexico, D.F., on November 30, 1986.
In 1785, after his exploits during the American Revolution, Gálvez was appointed
Viceroy of New Spain to succeed his father, Matías de Gálvez, who had died the previous year.
Bernardo de Gálvez, his Louisiana-born wife, the former María Feliciana de St. Maxent, and
their two infant children moved to México City, which was then in the throes of famine and
disease. Gálvez endeared himself to the people of México by opening up not only the
resources of the government but also his personal fortune to help the populace of the city
through tough times. Two of his main achievements were the start of the re-building of the
Castle of Chapultepec (memorialized in the “Marine’s Hymn” as the “Halls of Montezuma”)
and the completion of the Cathedral of México in México City, the largest church in the
Western Hemisphere.
Gálvez, however, was stricken during the epidemic and died on November 30, 1786. His
body was interred in a crypt beside that of his father in La Iglesia de San Fernando in México
City, from whence came many a Franciscan missionary to the far-off Province of Texas, and his
heart was interred in an urn behind the life-size golden statue of Christ in the center of the
Altar de los Reyes in the Cathedral of México, which was completed while he was viceroy of
New Spain. Two weeks after his death, his wife, Felicita, gave birth to a third child on

December 12, 1786. Named Guadalupe, the entire City Council of Mexico City was chosen as
godparents of the newborn child.
On November 30, 1986, forty members of the order of Granaderos and Damas de
Gálvez from Texas, including my wife, Victoria, and me, in conjunction with the Sociedad
Mexicana de Amigos de España, erected and dedicated a bronze plaque on Gálvez’s crypt in La
Iglesia de San Fernando to honor the life and deeds of this great man.
Both Sr. Vasconcelos and Arq. Coronado were the hosts and tour guides for this
memorable trip. It was Sr. Coronado who told Robert Thonhoff while we were standing in
front of the Altar de los Reyes, that “it is believed” that the heart and vitals of Viceroy
Bernardo de Gálvez were placed in an urn directly behind the golden statue of Christ centered
in the Altar de los Reyes, the largest altar in the cathedral, which attests to his greatness. At
this time in history, Gálvez had just completed the reconstruction of the Cathedral of México,
the largest church in the western hemisphere. Later the group visited the chapel of the
Hospital de Jesús, where Sr. Coronado pointed out the crypts of Hernán Cortés and Luis de
Carbajal, adjacent to each other.
Among the places visited during our three-day stay in Mexico City were the Palacio del
Arzobispo, Monument of Independence, Columbus Statue, the Pyramids at Tehuántepec,
Hospital de Jesús, Castle of Chapultepec, and the Cathedral of México. During all this time,
Arquitecto Ernesto Aguilar Coronado, founder of the Sociedad Mexicana de Amigos de
España, accompanied the group and explained the historicity of each of the sites visited.
After I wrote the first essay of what became a quadrilogy, I sent complimentary copies
to Srs. Vasconcelos and Coronado. Sr. Vasconcelos immediately replied and said that the
story of this first essay, The Vital Contribution of Spain in the Winning of the American
Revolution, was also a story of Mexican history, that the Mexican people should know this
story, too, and he offered to translate it into Spanish, which he did with the aid of his
colleague, Sra. Oliva Fernández-Lana Álvarez. After I completed the fourth essay of the
quadrilogy, The Vital Contribution of Texas in the Winning of the American Revolution, both of
them translated the essay into Spanish.
My personal friendship with Sr. Vasconcelos and Sr. Coronado continued for many years
after the memorable trip to Mexico City. Both have since passed on. Sra. Fernández-Lana
Álvarez still lives in Mexico City and continues to help the Daughters of the American
Revolution and others in their quest for information on Spain, México, and the United States
of America.
So, on behalf of the Order of Granaderos and Damas de Gálvez, I shall be eternally
grateful to these three wonderful, most generous Mexican citizens for all that they have been
in my life, in particular, and for all that they have done for the Order of Granaderos and
Damas in general.
Very sincerely,
Robert H. Thonhoff
Honorary Governor General of the
Order Of Granaderos and Damas de Gálvez
October 14, 2021

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held October 6, 2021 via Zoom
Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez

Attendance: Governor Joe Perez, Edward Aranda, Dolores Beardsley, Robert Garcia, Sylvia
Garcia, Joe González, Debra Guerra, Jesse Guerra, Clint McKenzie, Liz Perez, Deanna
Rodriguez, Janie Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez, Joe Weathersby, Vedia Weathersby, Joe Zavala,
Alex Zamora, Melissa Zamora.
The meeting was called to order at 7:22 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez. The Invocation was given
by Chaplain Joe González. Joe Weathersby led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s report. The September Bank Statement
showed a savings account balance of $1,317.03 with no activity for the month. The checking
account beginning balance for September was $4,029.22.
Expenses were; Payment to IRS for tax fee of $275.00 to retain our
tax exempt status; the purchase of Los Adaes books from A&M of
$281.40 and a bank dividend of $0.32. The end of month balance
for September is $3,473.13. A motion to accept the report was
made by Alex Zamora and seconded by Liz Perez. After a vote, the
motion carried.
Governor Joe announced the birthdays for the month of October.
Governor Joe introduced Dolores Beardsley, sister of the late
Henry De Leon, who presented the Chapter with Henry’s original
uniform and accoutrements. She also presented the chapter with
a generous monetary donation.

Speakers Robert Garcia and
Clint McKenzie

Education committee Chairman Joe González announced the Teacher packets were distributed
at the principals meeting on September 21. Of the 27 principals 11 were booked. At this time,
members were asked to help with the presentations. Chairman Joe González will have the
schedule.
Gàlvez Stamp Committee Chairman Manny Rodriguez stated that, at this time, there is no
other information other than having other organizations submit letters.
Governor Joe introduced our guest speakers for the evening. Robert Garcia and Clint
McKenzie conducted an engaging fireside chat about 17th and 18th Century San Antonio de
Bexar. After a short question and answer session, the meeting was adjourned at 8:58 by
Governor Joe Perez.

