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 Granaderos de Gálvez will be in uniform at the Spanish 
 Governor’s Palace speaking to busloads of school children 
 as part of the annual Heritage Tours sponsored by the San 
 Antonio Conservation Society.  We need all volunteers  in 
 uniform who can  help out.  We will be there on Tuesday, 
 November 4th from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 
 

San Antonio Founders Day
On Saturday, October 25th, we will have a living history 

booth at the 11th Annual San Antonio Founders Day 
Celebration.  Several historical, cultural and genealogical 
organizations will have booths at this event, which will also have 
entertainment from several musical and dancing groups.  Our 
booth is on Alamo Plaza right in front of the Long Barracks and 
we will have our friends from the reenactment group Batallon Zapadores Permanente sharing our 
booth this year.  We will set up our booth from 9:30 to 10:00 and staff if from 10:00 to 4:30.  We get 
hundreds of visitors to our booth every year at this event.  We educate visitors about General Galvez 
and Spain’s contributions to the American Revolution through discussion and by handing out 
brochures about our group.  It won’t get done by itself so everyone who can help should stop by, even 
if it’s only for a few hours. 

 

Directly From The Descendants 
Dama Dorothy Perez and Granadero Rueben Perez gave a presentation to the Medina County 

Historical Commission on women and children of the Alamo.  Siblings Dorothy and Rueben are 
descendants of Alejo Perez, the youngest survivor of the Battle of the Alamo.  Alejo was the one-
year-old son of Juana Navarro Veramendi Perez Alsbury and they survived the famous 90-minute 
battle on March 6, 1836.  Our chapter was fortunate to have had this talk presented to us at our 
meeting held March 6, 2013, on the 177th anniversary of the iconic battle.  Writer Bonnie Jaks wrote 
an article in the Hondo Anvil Herald about Dorothy and Rueben’s presentation. 
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      Next Meeting 
 

     Wednesday, Oct. 1 
   Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine 
          5440 Babcock Rd 
  Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:15 
                  

Guest Speaker: 
               Larry Kirkpatrick 
                

“The Powder House” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Granadero Larry Kirkpatrick will be the Guest 
Speaker at our meeting in October.  Larry has been 
a Granadero for several years and has provided us 
with very informative presentations at past meetings on San Antonio and Texas history.  Larry is a 
historian, researcher, genealogist and is the husband of Dama Yolanda Kirkpatrick.  In addition to 
giving presentations, Larry has donned a Granadero uniform for several events such as parades, 4th 
of July ceremonies and presentations at schools and libraries.  He is going to keep us guessing with 
the intriguing title of his next presentation, “The Powder House”. 

Upcoming Events 
 
Friday – Saturday,        October 24-25 
Order of Granderos y Damas de 
Gálvez National Meeting in St. 
Augustine, Florida; hosted by the 
Jacksonville Chapter. 
 
Saturday,  October 25     10:00 – 4:30 
San Antonio Founders Day Celebra-
tion.  We will have a booth at this 
heavily-attended event. 
 
Tuesday, November 4        9:00 – 1:00 
Heritage Tours at the Spanish 
Governor’s Palace. 
 
Saturday Novemberber 8  10:00 – 2:00 
U.S. Military Veterans Parade. 
 
Tuesday, November 11        4:30 – 5:00 
We will sponsor our 14th Annual 
Salute to Veterans at the Alamo.  We 
will have the Memorial High School 
JROTC Cadets also participate in our 
event. 



 

 
It’s been very slow lately for our Fife & Drum Corps with no activities having been scheduled for 

September, however, that should change beginning in October.  There are rumblings of a Fife & 
Drum Flash Mob at a local mall in October.  We will participate in the Military Veterans Parade to be 
held on Saturday, November 8, 2014.  We will follow that a few days later on Veterans Day, Tuesday, 
November 11, with the sponsorship of our 14th Annual Salute to 
Veterans at the Alamo where we give a brief speech honoring 
all veterans from the American Revolution to today, provide the 
National Anthem, give a fife & drum musical presentation, lower 
and fold the U.S. flag and march around the grassy area in front 
of the Alamo shrine and into the Long Barracks.  The Memorial 
High School JROTC Cadets join us in this celebration and they 
lower and fold the flag. 

To the right is a picture of our Fife & Drum Corps at the 30th 
Annual Fourth of July Patriotic Ceremony. 
 

 
Peter Baron is an avid historian and genealogist. He is the President of 

the Texas Society of the Sons of the Revolution and has memberships in 
numerous genealogical, historical, and lineage societies.  Peter has proven 
lineage to the Order of the Founders of North America, the Sons of the 
American Revolution, the Sons of the Revolution, the Descendants of 
Washington’s Army at Valley Forge, the Jamestowne Society, the Order of 
Founders and Patriots of America, the Military Order of the Stars and Bars, 
and the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

As an SAR Genealogical Assistant and chairman of Texas "Operation 
Ancestor Search" Peter has assisted hundreds of individuals to prove their 
family histories. Peter serves on the Medina County Historical Commission 
as Historical Marker Co-Chairman.  He is an active lecturer on the 
American Revolution and the Colonial Period. Peter received his Eagle 

Scout in 1993 and is a Brotherhood member of the Order of the Arrow.  Peter earned a degree in 
biology from Texas A&M University and is a 15 year veteran of the San Antonio Fire Department.  
Welcome aboard, Peter! 

       Granaderos de Gálvez 
     Fife & Drum Corps 

Welcome New Member 
~   Peter Baron   ~ 



 
 

The Louisiana SAR’s latest issue of their newsletter “Pelican Patriot” had a photo 
and accompanying article about the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
donating the book Bernardo de Gálvez, Services to the American Revolution 
published in 1925 by Charles Robert Churchill to Los Bexareños Genealogical and 
Historical Society. 

“I have always felt that one of the great inadequacies 
among Americans of this country in their knowledge of the past 
has been the knowledge of the whole Spanish influence and 
exploration and development in the sixteenth century in the 
southwest of the United States, which is a tremendous story. 
Unfortunately, too, Americans think that America was 
discovered in 1620 when the Pilgrims came to my own state, 
and they forget the tremendous adventure of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries in the southern and southwestern 
United States.” 

John F. Kennedy 
From the book Spanish Roots of America by Bishop David Arias. Published 
by Loreto Publications (January 1, 2007). 

Happy Birthday To 
Our October Babies 

 

Richard Whynot  10/3 
 

Roland Salazar  10/4 
 

Jeannie Travis  10/6 
 

Roland Cantu   10/7 
 

Angel Pagan  10/13 
 

Mimi Lozano-Holtzman  10/18 
 

Joe Perez  10/24 
 

Happy Birthday to you all! 

A critical factor in maintaining an 
effective military offense or defense is the 
line of supply.  British supply lines were 
stretched out very thinly all over the world.  
Although the British erected a fairly effective 
blockade of the thirteen American colonies 
on the Atlantic side, they could not control 
the Gulf.  Consequently, great amounts of 
military supplies were delivered to American 
forces by way of the back door – the 
Mississippi River – held open by Gálvez and 
his Spanish forces. 
 
Robert H. Thonhoff 
The Texas Connection with the American Revolution 
Eakin Press, 1981 



COL. JOSE FRANCISCO RUIZ 
TEXAS PATRIOT 

By Frank and Karla Galindo 

 
oted historian and author, 
Frank W. Jennings wrote, “No 
signer of the Texas 
Declaration of Independence 

in 1836 fought longer for a free Texas 
than Jose Francisco Ruiz.” 

The distinguished Texas Patriot 
was born in San Antonio on Sept. 1, 
1780.  He was the son of a Spanish-
born rancher and Mexican-born mother 
living near San Antonio.  His role in 
early Texas history is unparalleled.  
Ruiz served in many capacities: 
educator, soldier, attorney and senator 
to the First Congress of the Republic of 
Texas.  His parents sent him to be 
educated in Spain, and upon 
completion of his formal studies, he 
returned to San Antonio in 1803. 

He married Josefa Hernandez in 
San Antonio on March 8, 1804.  They 
were parents of four children, one of 
whom was Francisco Antonio Ruiz, 
alcalde (mayor) of San Antonio during 
the battle of the Alamo.  A respected 
member of the community, Jose 
Francisco Ruiz was soon appointed as 
the first schoolmaster of San Antonio 
and taught school in the family home.  
The house where he lived nd taught 
school was built around 1745 on the 
south side of Military Plaza at 420 
Dolorosa Street.  In 1942, the San 
Antonio Museum Association 
dismantled and then reconstructed it at 
the Witte Museum at 3801 Broadway, 
where today it is still used for 
educational purposes. 

By 1805 he was serving the city in 
various official positions, including 
councilman and later as city attorney in 
1809.  Ruiz enlisted in the Bexar 
Provincial Militia on January 14, 1811 
with the rank of lieutenant.  He joined 
the Republican Army at Bexar and 
fought against the Spanish Crown in 
1813 at the Battle of Medina.  The 
Spanish defeated the Republican Army 
and Ruiz had a bounty placed on him 
by the Spanish Commandant, General 
Joaquin de Arredondo.  He was forced 

to flee to Louisiana in exile.  His 
nephew, Texas Patriot Jose Antonio 
Navarro, who was also in exile, wrote 
of their experiences while living and 
traveling in Louisiana.  Ruiz spent time 
with the Indians during his exile and 
gained knowledge that would be 
helpful to him when he later negotiated 
peace accords with the Indians. 

When Ruiz’s long exile ended in 
1822, he returned to Texas and was 
appointed to the Mounted Militia.  He 
then accompanied a group of Lipan 
Indians to Mexico City where the 
Indians signed a peace treaty with 

Mexico.  After being promoted to Lt. 
Colonel, he was assigned to 
Nacogdoches in December 1826, to 
assist with suppressing the Fredonian 
Rebellion.  Col. Ruiz returned to Bexar 
in 1828, where he was placed in 
command of the Alamo de Parras 
company.  It was during this 
assignment that Ruiz wrote his Report 
on the Indian Tribes of Texas in 1818 
which is at Yale University in their Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library.  Col. 
Ruiz was trusted by the Indians and 
often served as a negotiator.  He was 
called “A good man no lie and a friend 
of the Indians” by the Shawnee 
Indians. 

As the Mexican government in 
Texas became more repressive, the 
movement for Texas independence 
increased and many Texans joined the 
cause.  Jose Francisco Ruiz was one 
of the native Texans, as well as many 

other Texans, who became leaders in 
this struggle for Texas Independence.  
In early 1836, the call went out for 
delegates to be elected and to 
convene at Washington-on-the-Brazos.  
The citizens of Bexar elected Col. Ruiz 
to represent them at this Convention. 
On March 2, 1836, Ruiz was the 
second delegate to sign the Texas 
Declaration of Independence. The 
only two Native Texans to sign this 
historic document were Jose Francisco 
Ruiz and his nephew, Jose Antonio 
Navarro. The first elected vice-
president of the Republic of Texas, 
Lorenzo de Zavala, was also one of 
the three Hispanic signers. Jose 
Francisco Ruiz was elected the 
Senator from Bexar in the first 
Congress of the Republic of Texas in 
1836 and 1837. 

Jose Francisco Ruiz's role in the 
early Texas struggle for independence 
and his significant contributions helped 
to create a great Republic that 
eventually led to statehood.  He is an 

important part of Texas history and is 
remembered as an honorable patriot. 
He died on January 20, 1 840 and is 
buried in San Antonio. 

San Antonio honored Col. 
Ruiz by naming a school and a 
street in his honor. His restored 
home now serves as a perpetual 
monument to this hero of Texas 
Independence. 

If you are interested in purchasing 
a TNA medal, you may reach Frank 
Galindo by writing to him at P.O. Box 
12217, San Antonio, TX 78212-0217 
or via e-Mail at karfral@netzero.net. 

N

 
Frank and Karla Galindo 

TNA Medals Officers 



 
There are few images as legendary as the Texas cowboy.  People all over the world hear the word cowboy and 

conjure up that icon of rugged individualism braving a hostile land and raising cattle on his ranch.  But let’s examine the 
irony of the image.  The original cowboy, the vaquero, started as something less than heroic.  In his book, El Rancho in 
South Texas, Joe Graham tells us, “The Spanish landowners and the mission priests looked on the day-to-day working of 
cattle as labor beneath their dignity, so they sought others to do the work for them.  Hence, the early Mexican vaquero 
was not the romantic figure the cowboy would become in American culture, but instead, dimply a laborer riding a horse.  It 
is ironic that the equipment and traditions he developed over the next two hundred years would become such a vital part 
of the heroic cowboy image of the present. 

It is hard to imagine the cowboy without also including a ranch and cattle.  Let’s go back in time to see the 
development of the cowboy, the ranch and the Texas cattle drive.  Cattle ranching can be traced back to Spain in the 
latter part of the eleventh century.  On the Andalusian plains, there developed a hardy type of cattle unsuited for dairy 
purposes.  Managing these animals required a change from small pastures to the open range.  This new cattle 
management called for riders on horses to herd the cattle and necessitated roundups, cattle drives and branding.  Thus 
was the origin of the cowboy. 

It was inevitable that this lifestyle came to the New World.  Although Columbus’ second voyage in 1494 brought 
horses and cattle to present-day Haiti, Jamaica, Cuba and Puerto Rico, it was Hernán Cortes who introduced them onto 
the continent.  He brought horses in 1519 and the first cattle arrived just months prior to his conquest of Mexico.  One can 

imagine the amazement of the Aztecs as they first looked upon a rider mounted on a 
horse, thinking them to be all one connected animal.  The landscape of Mexico (Nueva 
España) was ideal for the cattle and ranching industry and it began to thrive.  Cattle were 
raised not only by individuals who were awarded land grants but also by priests and 
native converts at the missions.  At that time, the market was to export a cow’s hide, fat 
and tallow to Spain.  Just as earlier in Spain, the ranching culture flourished with 
roundups, branding and cattle drives.  These Mexican cowboys (vaqueros) developed and 
became skilled with their tools of the trade such as un lazo (lass) and la riata (lariat).  
Long trail drives herding cattle to market required the cowboy to live a nomadic and 
somewhat lonesome lifestyle, which later came to be characterized as romantic.  He 
would camp out wherever he happened to be at nightfall and tall tales uttered around a 
campfire were sure to follow. 

The vaqueros of the New World relied heavily on the skills already developed by their 
predecessors in Spain.  Some of these skills were the practice of marking and branding 
their cattle to easily identify ownership.  In their book Drama & Conflict: The Texas Saga 
of 1776, Robert Weddle and Robert Thonhoff tell us that, in 1778, it was declared “all 
unbranded livestock on the king’s domain to be royal property, subject to a fee equivalent 

to 50 cents per head, which private citizens must pay for rounding them up and branding or slaughtering them.  
Accordingly, reports had to be made each year on the number of cattle owned and the number branded.”  The oldest 
known privately-owned ranch in Texas was the Rancho de San Bartolomé.  AS an omen of land grabbing to come, a legal 
dispute erupted between Andrés Hernández and Luis Antonio Menchaca over rights to the ranchland.  The land was 
eventually split between Hernández and Menchaca with a portion going to the Indians of Mission San Juan Capistrano.  
However, Menchaca got the lon’s share of what was the Ranch de San Bartolomé. 

As Robert Thonhoff tells us in his book The Texas Connection with the American Revolution, the first official cattle 
drive to go out of Texas occurred in June 1779 when two thousand head of cattle were rounded up from ranches in the 
Béxar – La Bahía area and driven to Louisiana to feed the troops of General Bernardo de Gálvez.  This resulted in a 
booming export business for Texas and led to subsequent famous routes such as the Chisholm Trail.  Ranches helped to 
develop much of Texas and have become part of its identity.  Weddle and Thonhoff remind us that “the late 1770s and 
early 1780s marked a zenith for the livestock industry in Spanish Texas.  With its rich legacy of ranching techniques and 
heraldry, it gave birth to a Texas tradition.”  No matter how mundane or high tech modern ranching becomes, and no 
matter the humble origins of the vaquero, we will always hold fast to the romantic image of the lone cowboy, riding high in 
the saddle, herding cattle and taming a wild land. 
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Vaqueros, Ranchos and the Texas Cattle Drives 
By Joe Perez 



 
Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez Meeting Minutes 

For the meeting held September 3, 2014 at the Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 
Submitted by Secretary Briana Perez 

 
 
 
Attendance: 
Peter Baron, Pauline Faz, Joaquin Faz, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Carlos Garza, Jesse Guerra, Walter 
Herbeck Jr., Yolanda Kirkpatrick, Larry Kirkpatrick, Cordelia Lopez, Joe Lopez, Elizabeth Perez, Briana 
Perez, Joe Perez, Dorothy Perez, Rueben Perez, Miaoyin Rojas, Michael Rojas, Elizabeth Salinas, James 
Salinas, Larry Starkey, Richard Whynot 
 

 Governor Joe Perez opened the meeting at 7:20 p.m. 
 The Invocation was given by Dorothy Perez. 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by James Salinas. 
 Joe Perez welcomed guests Larry Starkey, Walter Herbeck, Carlos Garza, Joe & Cordelia Lopez. 
 Joe announced our newest member, Peter Baron, who joined that night. 
 Secretary Briana Perez presented the Secretary’s Report giving the minutes of the August meeting 

as well as upcoming events.  Richard Whynot moved to accept the report and it was seconded by 
Rueben Perez.  Motion carried. 

 Treasurer Elizabeth Perez presented the August Treasurer’s Report indicating a Beginning 
Balance of $337.47, Expenses of $30.88, Income of $25.00 and an Ending Balance of $331.59.  
Rueben Perez moved to accept the report and it was seconded by Briana Perez.  Motion carried. 

 Richard Whynot announced the expansion of  the Ft. Sam Houston Museum, saying it will move to 
the Quadrangle and will exhibit a Navarra Regiment Granadero uniform, which is the same as the 
ones our chapter had received back in 1975 from Spain and had been in storage.  Joe Perez 
mentioned that some of the uniforms had gone to museums and six were given to our chapter 
when it was founded. 

 Author and Educator Jose Antonio Lopez  gave an excellent presentation on the “The First Texas 
Independence, 1813” and answered questions afterwards.  His presentation was very well 
received. 

 Governor Perez adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 


