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Granaderos Invade Libraries 
 

On Saturday, September 9th, Granaderos invaded two libraries on the same day.  We gave 
presentations at the Central Library downtown in the morning and at the Maverick Library in the 
afternoon.  We had an audience of 22 people in the morning and an audience of 28 at the afternoon 

presentation.  Providing the living history lessons were Granaderos 
Joe Perez, Roger Valdez and Tim Thatcher as well as Drummers Alex 
Zamora and Urban Urbano.  We 
received very positive reactions 
and feedback from the audiences 
at both locations.  We also 
handed out informational 
brochures and answered several 

questions.  This activity fulfills our mission to educate the public 
about Gálvez and Spain’s contributions to the American 
Revolution. 

 

* New Meeting Location * 
 
The location of our monthly meetings has changed.  Starting 

with our next meeting on October 4th, we will conduct our monthly 
meetings at La Fonda Restaurant located at 8633 Crownhill Blvd 
near the intersection of Loop 410 and Broadway.  La Fonda is 
situated adjacent to the Magic Time Machine but faces Crownhill 
Blvd. which runs off of the access road. 

Our officers have worked with La Fonda to arrive at an 
agreement that is mutually beneficial to the restaurant as well as 
the Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez.  We will have a completely 
private room that can seat up to 45 people and has built-in audio 
visual equipment for our use. 

The food is delicious with reasonable prices and we can  
order on individual tickets.  The officers of our group believe that 
the  members will enjoy the new location. 
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Wednesday, October 4th 

La Fonda Restaurant 
8633 Crownhill Blvd 

Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:30 
 

Dinner and a Movie..and Books 
 

We will do something we’ve never done before at a 
meeting.  We will show a movie (the video of our participation in 
the King William Fair) and we will also have books for sale as a 
fundraiser for the chapter. 

Books for sale will be “The Texas Connection with the 
American Revolution” by Robert H. Thonhoff, “Bernardo de 
Gálvez; Hero of the American Revolution” by G. Roland Vela 
Musquiz; “The History of El Quartel (El Cuartel) San Antonio de 
Béxar” by Rueben Perez and “History of San Antonio Cárcels, 
Calabozos and Jails” also by Rueben Perez. 

 
 

Thursday, October 5  6:00 pm -8:00 pm 
Color Guard at the Argyle 
 
Friday & Saturday, November 3&4   
National Meeting Weekend 
 
Saturday, November 11   12:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
Military Veterans Parade 

Happy Birthday 
To All Of Our 

October 
Babies! 

 
Oct. 2 

Jimmy Peet 
 

Oct. 4 
Roland Salazar 

 
Oct. 7 

Roland Cantu 
 

Oct. 7 
Rita Ellis Brown 

 
Oct. 16 

George Aguayo 
 

Oct. 18 
Mimi Lozano-Holtzman 

 
Oct. 24 

Joe Perez 
 

San Antonio 
Chapter Officers: 

 
Governor 
Joe Perez 

 
Deputy Governor: 
Ricardo Rodriguez 

 
Treasurer 

Alex Zamora 
 

Secretary 
Tim Thatcher 

 



Granadero Richard Whynot 
 

October 3, 1928  -  September 8, 2017 
 

We mourn the loss of our fellow Granadero, Richard Whynot.  However, every memory of him 
will surely bring a smile to our faces.  Richard stayed very busy with a variety of interests.  He loved to 
conduct extensive research on the Spanish Colonial history of Texas and Louisiana.  He gave several 
presentations over the years to historical and genealogical groups in Texas and Louisiana.  This year, 
the Louisiana Society Sons of the American Revolution bestowed upon Richard the Silver Good 

Citizenship Medal.  He spearheaded the effort to raise 
funds and construct a full-color plaque at the base of the 
Gálvez statue in New Orleans.  He was active on 
committees for the Founding Chapter of the Granaderos y 
Damas de Gálvez and was instrumental in revising the 
chapter’s current bylaws.  And those are just a few things 
Richard did with our organization. 

Richard was also an active member of Preservation 
Fort Sam Houston where he worked to preserve various 
historic areas at Fort Sam Houston.  As if all of this was not 
enough to keep Richard busy, he also participated in 
competitive ballroom dancing where he won numerous 
awards at venues in Las Vegas, New Orleans, San Antonio 
and Austin. 

Driven from a young age, Richard joined the U.S. 
Maritime Service at the age of sixteen.  He transferred to 
the U.S. Army Transportation Services then to the U.S. 
Navy Military Sea 
Transportation Service 
and then to the U.S. 

Coast Guard Reserve.  He retired from the Coast Guard Reserve in 
1988.  During his military career, he was awarded the WWII 
Victory Medal; Atlantic and Korean War Zone and the Army Sea 
Service Ribbon.  Coming from a long line of mariners, Richard 
knew that “They who go down to sea in ships, will always wish for 
fair winds and a following sea”, especially on their way to their 
final port.  May our dear friend Richard rest in peace. 

We laid our friend to rest on Wednesday, September 20, 
2017, with honors.  The video of our participation in Richard’s 
graveside service, produced by Granadero Rafael Cavazos, may be 
viewed at our chapter’s Facebook page by going to   
www.Facebook.com/granaderosdegalvez. 
 

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez who 
escorted the hearse at Richard Whynot’s 
graveside service. 
L-R: Drum Major Ricardo Rodriguez; 
Fifer Crystal Benavides; Drummers Jesse 
Benavides, Alex Zamora and Urban 
Urbano; Granaderos Tim Thatcher, Jesse 
Guerra and Joe Perez. 

Richard and his late wife, Mary, 
were married 51 years. 



The Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez are proud to welcome four new members into our 
San Antonio Chapter.  We are pleased to have Joe Aguayo, John (Johnny) Rodriguez, 
José (Joe) Gonzalez & Stella Gonzalez (husband and wife). 
 

Joe Aguayo 
 

In 1929, Joe was born at his grandmother’s house in San Antonio to Manuel 
Aguayo and Severina Almendariz.  While still in elementary school, he worked at 
Alamo Food Market.  While still in high school, he volunteered for the Army Air Corps, 
where he passed all of the tests but did not get called.  At age 18, Joe was employed 
conducting aerial well spotting when he was drafted into the U.S. Army.  He started as 
a Rifleman stationed at Ft. Sam Houston Army Post.  In 1951, Joe had the interesting 
experience of traveling to Germany as a soldier on a ship that was previously captured 
from the Germans.  He served two years active duty and six years inactive during the 
Korean War.  After his active duty service, he worked for the City of San Antonio as a 
draftsman working on maps for a growing city.  After 22 years with the city, he worked 
for H.B. Zachary for a year and a half where his work took him all over the world.  Joe 
later went to work for the City of San Antonio again for another ten years as a 
draftsman then later for the San Antonio Water System where he retired after eight 
years.  He was a member of the Granaderos de Gálvez in the 1970s and recently 
became involved with us again. 
 
 

John Rodriguez 
 

John (Johnny) Rodriguez comes from a long line of Tejanos born and raised on 
rancheros.  His great grandparents are his connection to early Tejano settlers.  John’s 
ancestors were ranchers who raised cattle on the Calvillo Ranch, which he informs us 
was part of the huge and famous Rancho de las Cabras.  John was born on a ranch 
outside of Pleasanton, Texas, but his father moved the family to San Antonio. 

John joined the military right after high school at the age of nineteen.  In the Air 
Force, he was trained to work on electronic equipment as a radio mechanic with a 
mobile squadron.  After eight years, John left the Air Force as a Branch Chief.  After 
active duty, he went to work for the Department of Defense at Kelly Air Force Base 
working with electronics.  John retired in 1989, after which, he enjoyed traveling with 
his wife to various parts of the world.  John is very interested in Tejano history and 
genealogy and continues to learn how his ancestors were part of Texas history. 
 
 

New Members 



José (Joe) González 
 

Joe was born and raised in El Paso but relocated to San Antonio in 2003.  While 
serving in law enforcement for nine years, he completed his Master’s degree (UTEP) 
and entered the field of education.  He is a retired high school administrator, having 
gotten to that post after a career in teaching History, coaching, and counseling, all 
within the Catholic school systems of the Diocese of El Paso and Archdiocese of San 
Antonio.  As a U. S. Civil War reenactor, he has participated in events recreating that 
war’s battles in New Mexico (Valverde, Socorro, & Glorieta Pass) and has been 
published in a historical quarterly on the involvement of Hispanics on both sides of our 
country’s great conflict.  He presently portrays an infantry company 1st sergeant at 
several living history events at forts throughout Texas.  Five years ago, he began 
portraying a 16th, 17th & early 18th Century Franciscan Friar serving at any mission 
established during the Spanish Colonial Era in Tejas, and now looks forward to 
continuing this impression as a chaplain of Granaderos.  He is a member of the Texas 
State Historical Assn., Texas Catholic Historical Society, Texas Living History Assn., 
Friends of Ft. McKavett, Alamo Legacy & Missions Assn., and is an official docent at 
The Alamo and Texas Parks & Wildlife Department’s Mission Espíritu Santo in Goliad. 
 

Stella González 
 

Stella Gonzalez, a native Texan born and raised in El Paso and now living in San 
Antonio, holds a B.A. From UTEP and a Master’s Degree in Library & Information 
Science from UT-Austin.  She has taught U.S. History and worked in Catholic school 
libraries in El Paso and San Antonio.  She is an associate member of the Daughters of 
the Republic of Texas, a member of the Texas State Historical Association, the Texas 
Living History Association, the Alamo Legacy and Missions Association, the Frontier 
Women's Living History Association, and is secretary of the Friends Board at Fort 
McKavett.  She is a past Library Consultant for the El Paso Catholic Diocese and is an 
Associate Member of the Congregation of Divine Providence (the nuns who own Our 
Lady of the Lake University.) 

She has been active in living history in New Mexico and Texas for almost 20 years.  
She portrays 1800's ladies' life at many Texas forts throughout the year and at the 
annual Texas Independence Celebration sponsored by the Menard County Historical 
Commission, as well as portraying 1700's life at the Goliad Mission. She particularly 
loves educating young Tejanos about their ancestors' part in Texas history. 
 

Welcome, new members, Joe, John, José & Stella! 
 



 

D.A.R. and S.A.R. Chapters 
Named For Bernardo de Gálvez 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held September 6th, 2017 at the 

Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant 
Submitted by Joe Perez 

Attendance: 
Joe Aguayo, Abel Araiza, Eileen Barrientos, Rita Brown, Anthony Delgado, Joaquin Faz, Vivian Garza, 
Carlos Garza, Stella Gonzalez, Joe Gonzalez, Liz Guerrero, Monica Aguayo Johnson, Olga Lizcano, 
Manuel Lizcano, Briana Perez, Elizabeth Perez, Joe Perez, Ricky Reyes, Johnny Rodriguez, Manuel 
Rodriguez,  Kirk Scott, Melissa Zamora, Alex Zamora, Joe J. Zavala 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:25 p.m. 
 Briana Perez gave the Invocation and Vivian Garza led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Governor Joe Perez welcomed guests Monica Aguayo Johnson, Carlos Garza, Vivian Garza, Kirk 

Scott, Stella Gonzalez, Joe Gonzalez, Liz Guerrero, Anthony Delgado, Manuel Rodriguez and Johnny 
Rodriguez. 

 Treasurer Alex Zamora gave the Treasurer’s Report for July and August.  For July, we had a 
Beginning Balance of $1,455.28; Expenses of $35.57 to reimburse Governor Perez for the Guest 
Speaker’s dinner and 4th of July costs, we had Income of $0.12 dividend on our account, leaving an 
Ending Balance of $1,419.83.  For August, we had a Beginning Balance of $1,419.83, Expenses of 
$50.00 withdrawn to provide change at the Battle of Medina Symposium, we had Income of 
$840.16 in Honorarium for 4th of July Hyatt Parade, Membership Dues and Sales at the Battle of 
Medina Symposium leaving an Ending Balance of $2,209.99.  A motion to accept the report was 
made by Eileen Barrientos and seconded by Briana Perez.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Governor Joe Perez announced that we have a new member and recognized Joe Aguayo to a round 
of applause.  Joe then announced the birthdays in September for Dorothy Perez, Dan Gabehart, 
Abel Araiza, G. Roland Vela, Eileen Barrientos, Lucila Flores, Vangie Garcia and Michael Rojas. 

 Abel Araiza announced plans for fundraising letters he will work on to go out to corporations for 
donations to our group.  Joe Perez will provide letterhead and tax information for the letters. 

 Governor Perez announced a correction to the August meeting minutes.  Frank & Karla Galindo 
were inadvertently omitted from the list of attendees.  Joe also asked that we keep Dorothy Perez 
and Richard Whynot in our prayers and brought Get Well cards for everyone to sign.  

 Governor Perez announced upcoming events at the Central Library and at the Maverick Library, 
both on Saturday, September ninth.  Joe also reminded everyone to mark their calendars for the 
National Meeting from November 3rd through 5th.  He then announced that we have the new book 
by Granadero Ricky Reyes for sale.  Joe then announced that the Northeast Independent School 
District voted to change the name of Lee High School and that he is submitting a proposal to 
rename the school Gálvez High School. 

 Governor Perez introduced Kirk Scott as our guest speaker.  Kirk gave an outstanding 
presentation on the Alamo and Texas Revolution.  He was very well received and answered many 
questions after his presentation. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 


