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Granaderos at the Menger 
On Saturday, September 15, a very wet and rainy day, our group was represented by Governor 

Joe Perez, Granadero Tim Thatcher, Fifer Crystal Benavides and Drummer Jesse Benavides as they 
gave a presentation at the Menger Hotel for the Order of St. Joaquim.  The international order dates 
back to 1755 and was formed to promote religious tolerance in Europe.  This year, they held their 

annual conference in San Antonio and reached out to us to give a performance 
at their Saturday night dinner. 

We marched into the room carrying the U.S. flag and Spanish burgundian 
cross flag with Crystal and Jesse playing Boston March on the fife and drum.  
The order had several toasts and Jesse gave a perfectly timed drum roll with 
each toast.  We then presented the story of the most popular song during the 
American Revolution, Yankee Doodle, followed by the playing of that tune.  We 
then gave the story of the second most popular tune during the American 
Revolution, Chester, followed by the playing of that tune.  We followed that up 
with an oral presentation of Spain’s participation in the American Revolution 
and the heroic efforts of Bernardo de Gálvez.  At the end of our performance, 

we received a standing ovation followed by a toast in our honor.  After thanking our hosts, we 
marched out of the room to the tune of The Girl I Left Behind amid more applause.  By all accounts, 
our performance was a huge success and our group was represented very well.  We also received a 
monetary donation to our group for our treasury.  Thanks go out to Crystal Benavides, Jesse 
Benavides, Tim Thatcher and Joe Perez for giving an outstanding presentation. 
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This is a friendly reminder that our chapter 
membership dues are currently due by 
December 1, 2018 for the calendar year 2019.  
Dues are only $30 per member and go a long 
way toward our chapter achieving its goals.  
Please make your check payable to Granaderos 
and mail it to: Granaderos, P.O. Box 47785, San 
Antonio TX 78265.  Your dues help our chapter 
continue to exist and pay for things like 

educational brochures, books & pamphlets to sell, flag poles, 
uniforms, drums, materials for our display tables, parade entry 
fees and events that we sponsor such as the Annual 4th of July 
Patriotic Ceremony.  Your prompt payment is appreciated. 
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Wednesday, September 5 

La Fonda Restaurant 
8633 Crownhill Blvd 

Dinner at 6:30   Meeting at 7:30 
 

Guest Speaker: 
Al McGraw 

 
Presentation: 

Texas History Has Never Let Facts Get 
In the Way of a Good Story: 

Imaginary Routes of the Camino Real 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, October 20          10:00 am - 4:30 pm 
San Antonio Founders Day at San Pedro Park. 
We will staff a booth, our Granaderos will fire muskets and our Fife 
& Drum Corps will play tunes at this Tricentennial event. 
 
Saturday - Sunday, October 26 – 28     
Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez National Meeting in Pensacola, 
Florida. 
 
Saturday – November 3   10:00 am – 5:00 pm 
We will staff a history booth at the Lytle Library in Lytle TX. 
 
Friday – November 9   10:00 am – 11:00 am 
We will fire musket volleys at a WWI 100th Anniversary event. 
 
Saturday – November 10   10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
We will march in the Veterans Parade in downtown San Antonio. 
 

 

Governor 
Joe Perez 

 

Deputy Governor 
Alex Zamora 

 

Treasurer 
Manny Rodriguez 

 

Secretary 
Briana Perez 

 

Drum Major 
Ricardo Rodriguez 

 

Chaplain 
Joe González 

 

Happy Birthday 
October Babies! 

 
Oct. 2 

Jimmy Peet 
 

Oct. 4 
Roland Salazar 

 
Oct. 7 

Roland Cantu 
 

Oct. 7 
Rita Ellis Brown 

 
Oct. 16 

George Aguayo 
 

Oct. 18 
Mimi Lozano-Holtzman 

 
Oct. 24 

Joe Perez 
 

Oct. 31 
Janie Rodriguez 

 



Have you heard this one before? 
 
Here are some sayings by people you know that you probably have heard…or not.  They have been 
used repeatedly in conversations and even in presentations given by the group.  Have you heard 
them before? 
 
In reference to the cattle drives from Texas to feed the troops of General Gálvez: 
 

“Texas had a stake in the American Revolution and it doesn’t matter if you spell it 
 S-T-A-K-E or S-T-E-A-K.” 

 
Judge Robert H. Thonhoff 
Author, Historian, Educator 
Past President, Texas State Historical Assn. 
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In reference to those who ignore pre-1836 Texas history: 
 

“Texas history without Tejanos is like a story with no beginning.” 
 

José Antonio López 
Author, Historian, Educator 
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In reference to those who say we are practicing revisionist history: 
 

“We’re not revising history, we’re revealing it.” 
 

Joe Perez 
Governor, San Antonio Chapter 
Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 

 
 

Recent Articles on the Internet 
 
Pensacola Hosting National Meeting of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Our National Meeting made the online issue of the Pensacola News Journal.  It features an interview by 
Governor Joe Perez.  You can find it at the link below. 
https://www.pnj.com/story/news/2018/09/20/pensacola-host-national-galvez-groups-national-
meeting/1366897002/ 
 
The Forgotten Spaniard Juan de Anza 
This is an excellent article about the travels and missions established by Juan de Anza, who journeyed from 
Arizona to California.  It is in Spanish and can be found at the link below. 
http://www.elespiadigital.org/images/stories/Documentos2/JUAN%20DE%20ANZA.pdf 
 

 
 



La Marcha de Gálvez 
 

On May 18, 1779, a month before Spain officially 
informed England of the start of the war and four years 
after the Declaration of Independence, the governor of 
New Orleans, Bernardo de Gálvez, assembled a small 
army, a polyglot force of Spanish colonial troops with 
which to attack the posts that the British had in the 
Mississippi. In those days he barely had a few men 
from the Louisiana Battalion and some pickets from 
other regiments.  Free African-Americans, Chakras 
Indians, Canadians and several American volunteers 
joined this tiny contingent. That multicultural army 
ventured through the Mississippi River pushing boats 
loaded with cannons.  Weeks later, they conquered 
the forts at Manchac and Baton Rouge.  Gálvez later 
went on to best the British at the Siege of Pensacola 
in 1781, conquering West Florida for Spain in an 
almost forgotten sideshow to the U.S. War of 
Independence. 

The painting shown above, "La Marcha de Gálvez" went on display on April 21st at the Louisiana 
State Museum in Jackson Square.  It is part of an exhibit titled, “Recovered Memories, Spain, New 
Orleans, and support for the American Revolution” 
 
 

Question: 
Why didn't George Washington hang the portrait of Bernardo de Gálvez that Congress 
pledged to hang in his honor? 

Answer and Explanation: 
After the American victory, the Continental Congress in 1783 passed a resolution vowing to hang a portrait of 
Bernardo de Gálvez in honor of his important contributions to the American Revolution. It is not known why the 
portrait was not hung soon after the resolution was passed, nor is it known if Gálvez or Spain ever provided a 
portrait to be hung. It was not until 2011 when Teresa Valcarce, a labor union secretary in Washington, D.C., 
became aware of the unfulfilled promise and made it her personal mission to see the portrait finally hung. 

In 2014, 231 years after the promise was made, a portrait of Bernardo de Gálvez was finally hung in the U.S. 
Capitol. 

The Q & A above was found in the online forum for students called study.com.  It can be found at: 
https://study.com/academy/answer/why-didn-t-george-washington-hang-the-portrait-of-bernardo-de-galvez-
that-congress-pledged-to-hang-in-his-honor.html 
 
 

National Meeting  -  Pensacola, Florida 
 

Information on the Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez National Meeting appeared in our August 
newsletter and the Registration Form was emailed to members on September 15th.  As information, 
the next page has the Registration Form for the meeting which is being hosted by the Pensacola 
Chapter from Friday, October 26th through Sunday, October 28th in Pensacola. 

La Marcha de Gálvez painting by 
Spanish artist Augusto Ferrer-Dalmau 

 

Q & A 



 
 
 
 
 



G á l v e z  S t r i k e s  F i r s t  
By Joe Perez 

 

In July of 1779, Gálvez received notice from the royal court that Spain officially declared war on 
England.  With that declaration, Gálvez also received notice that he was being promoted to Governor 
of Louisiana.  Until that time, he was only Acting Governor.  One would think that Gálvez would make 
a public announcement of the declaration of war as well as his promotion since  this was certainly 
very important news for Louisiana.  He made no public announcement.  He kept it a secret.  The fact 
that he said nothing speaks volumes about how masterful a tactician and inspirational leader he was. 

Gálvez had known that Spain was going to declare war on England and he had been preparing for 
it.  While he had steadily increased the number of soldiers in Louisiana, it was still not enough to 
adequately defend New Orleans from superior British forces in the region.  Therefore, Gálvez 

developed a strategy to strike first.  The British would not expect that.  His plan 
was to “go and find our enemies in their own fortresses and posts, because if not 
taken one by one, I knew full well they are going to come find me.”1 

 Gálvez and his council of war began developing a full strategy to attack the 
British along the Gulf Coast.  The plan was to strike at the nearest enemy 
outposts so as not to leave New Orleans vulnerable as he advanced to farther 
British forts.  Since he did not announce that Spain had declared war on England, 
he had all preparations for war made under the pretense of  defending New 
Orleans.  Gálvez also entrusted his Comissary of War, Juan Antonio Gayarré, 
with the secret news and put him in charge of making preparations for going to 
war with the British.  Gayarré was masterful in accumulating necessary fighting 
provisions while claiming this was merely for the protection of the city.  He 
commandeered several boats for enlistment and coordinated the acquisition of 

supplies for these boats such as cannons, cannon balls, muskets and ammunition.  Within a few 
weeks, Gálvez felt that the preparations made by Gayarré were sufficient to lead his army out of New 
Orleans.  Gálvez established August 22nd as his date of departure, however, his plans were very 
quickly changed……but not by choice. 

On August 18th, a powerful hurricane struck New Orleans and devastated the city.  In a matter of 
three hours, the storm had undone all of the preparations made in the previous weeks.  Gálvez 
surveyed the damage and saw that nearly all of his ships had been sunk and supplies had been lost.  
Many of the houses in and around New Orleans had been destroyed and the fields were flooded.  The 
city was in shock, its citizens wandering aimlessly through the wreckage, having lost their homes and 
possessions.  While some leaders would have made excuses for delaying attacks on the British, Gálvez 
did just the opposite.  Reasoning that the British, aware of his dire circumstances, would surely not 
expect an attack while New Orleans was in such disarray, Gálvez figured any attack at this point would 
catch the British off guard.  It was somewhat of a gamble, but a calculated one. 

 The challenge for Gálvez was to convince the citizens of New Orleans to support him.  But he also 
had to maintain his secrets.  He debated in his mind what he should do.  Should he tell the citizens 
that he has been appointed Governor?  Should he tell them Spain has declared war on England?  
What if he revealed one of the secrets but not the other, for emotional and inspirational impact?  He 
carefully calculated each option in his mind.  Then he made his choice. 



Gálvez called for a public assembly of the citizens of New Orleans.  He spoke to them about the 
unfortunate state of affairs they found themselves in due to the horrific hurricane.  He mentioned 
that they now found themselves vulnerable to attacks by the British and that he expected as much 
but vowed to defend their beloved city with his life.  Then, with perfect timing, he announced, for the  
first time publicly, that their king had appointed him Governor of Louisiana.  And with that, he came 
forth with an impassioned speech as only he could give.  He stated that he would take his oath as 
their Governor only if they chose to support him.  He spoke so eloquently in saying, I cannot avail 
myself of my commission without previously swearing before the 
Cabildo that I shall defend the province; but although I am disposed to 
shed the last drop of my blood for Louisiana and for my king, I cannot 
take an oath which I may be exposed to violate, because I do not know 
whether you will help me in resisting the ambitious designs of the 
English.  What do you say?  Shall I take the oath of Governor?  Shall I 
swear to defend Louisiana?2 

Gálvez got an immediate answer from the people of New Orleans.  
They exploded with resouding applause and thunderous cheers of 
support.  This, he knew, was what they needed.  In the depths of 
despair, they needed a hero to rise from the ruins and lead them to the 
glory they knew they could achieve once again.  Their responses were recorded by Gayarré.  Fear not 
taking your oath of office for the defense of Louisiana and for the service of the king, we tender you 
our lives and we would say our fortunes if we had any remaining.3 

Gálvez had masterfully generated enthusiasm for his plan to attack the British under the pretense 
of defending Louisiana.  He immediately ordered Spanish boats along the Mississippi that were spared 
from the hurricane to be sent to New Orleans.  He ordered the ships to be fitted for war and troops to 
be provisioned.  On the 27th of August, these arrangements being completed, the Governor took his 
departure in the morning with over twelve hundred men.4  But he still had one more secret. 

Gálvez slowly marched his men toward the nearest British outpost.  Up to this time, his army was 
still under the impression that they were fighting for the defense of New Orleans.  Only when they 
had come into sight of Fort Bute at Manchac on September 6th did Gálvez announce to his men that 
Spain had declared war against Great Britain and that he was ordered to attack their posts on the 
Mississippi.5  After eleven days of marching, Gálvez inspired his men once again as the news was 
cheerfully received.  They were informed that the British had plans to attack Louisiana.  They then 
knew that they were part of a bigger plan.  That emboldened them for their first battle. 

There are several examples of Gálvez as a masterful tactician and inspirational leader.  That he 
kept important information a secret until it could have the biggest impact says much about his 
inspirational leadership qualities.  That he struck at the British before they could strike at him proves 
he was a consummate military tactician.  He put the British on the defensive from the beginning and it 
paved the way for the rest of his successful Gulf Coast Campaign. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
References: 
1  Gonzalo Quintero Saravia, Bernardo de Gálvez Spanish Hero of the American Revolution, p.146, University of North 

Carolina Press, 2018 
2   John Walton Caughey, Bernardo de Gálvez in Louisiana 1776-1783, pp.152-153, Pelican Publishing Co. 1934 
3   John Walton Caughey, Bernardo de Gálvez in Louisiana 1776-1783, p.153,Pelican Publishing Co., 1934 
4   Charles Robert Churchil, Bernardo de Gálvez Services to the American Revolution, p.365, 
    Louisiana Society Sons of the American Revolution, 1925 
5   Robert H. Thonhoff, The Texas Connection with the American Revolution, p.28, Eakin Press, 1981 



Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held September 5, 2018 at La Fonda Restaurant 

Submitted by Secretary Briana Perez 

 
Attendance: 

George Aguayo, Joe Aguayo, Michael Aguayo, Eileen Barrientos, Rafael Cavazos, Henry De Leon, Vivian 
Garza, Carlos Garza, Stella González, Joe González, Priscilla Hancock, Bob Hancock, Elsa Herbeck, 
Walter Herbeck, Monica Aguayo Johnson, Yolanda Kirkpatrick, D.Jeff McCall, Al McGraw, Jimmy Peet, 
Briana Perez, Elizabeth Perez, Joe Perez, Ricky Reyes, Manny Rodriguez, Gustavo Rodriguez, Elva 
Rodriguez, Melissa Zamora, Alex Zamora, Joe J. Zavala 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7:39 p.m. 
 Chaplain Joe González gave the Invocation. 
 Joe Zavala led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Governor Joe Perez welcomed guests D.Jeff McCall, Elsa Herbeck, Al McGraw and Vivian Garza. 
 Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for August.  We had a Beginning Balance 

of $2,492.18; Expenses of $565.79 for the purchase of 500 brochures and Cobblestone books, 
Income of $659.21 from dues, sales at Battle of Medina Symposium and Hyatt Hotel 4th of July 
parade, leaving an Ending Balance of $2,585.60.  A motion to accept the report was made by Jimmy 
Peet and seconded by Joe González.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Joe Perez announced the birthdays for September.  He also announced upcoming events; serving 
as a Color Guard for the Order of St. Joaquim on Saturday, September 15 and a presentation at the 
Maverick Library on Saturday, September 29th. 

 Education Committee Chair Walter Herbeck had his committee give a report to the membership.  
Joe González announced the printing of 500 more brochures and that he distributed teachers 
packets to seven schools.  He also announced that we already sold two Cobblestone books at the 
Battle of Medina Symposium. 

 Guest Gustavo Rodriguez introduced a flag he designed for the San Antonio Tricentennial. 
 Governor Perez announced the formulation of two new committees; the Fundraising Committee 

and the Bylaws Committee and asked for volunteers.  Eileen Barrientos and Melissa Zamora 
volunteered to serve on the Fundraising Committee and Stella González volunteered to serve on 
the Bylaws Committee. 

 Governor Perez asked for a volunteer to have a plaque made to post at the entrance to La Fonda 
Restaurant announcing that our chapter meets there the first Wednesday of every month except 
July and December.  Elizabeth Perez volunteered to work on having a plaque made. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:43. 
 


