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Battle of Medina Symposium
The 2017 Battle of Medina Symposium was, once again, a huge success
with several visitors to the exhibitor’s tables and standing-room-only for the
speakers in the auditorium. Granadero Robert Thonhoff gave Special Remarks
to open the symposium. Barbara Westbrook and the Atascosa County
Historical Commission continue to do outstanding work in preserving our
history. This year, our table was staffed by Rueben
Perez, Dorothy Perez, Joe Perez and Roger Valdez.
We spoke with several visitors and sold several
books. Rueben Perez geneously donated several
copies of his books for us to sell at this event. His
books and others sold very well. This event will
continue to be on our calendar every year.

National Meeting
November 3 & 4
The Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez National Meeting will be
held Friday, November 3rd and Saturday, November 4th in San
Antonio, as we are the host chapter this year. It promises to be
fun, exciting and informative. It will include a Friday night dinner
at a RiverWalk restaurant followed by cocktails on a river barge;
the meeting and lunch at the historic Menger Hotel; a paella
dinner on the Main Patio of the Spanish Governor’s Palace
followed by a tour of the home built in the 1700s.
More information in a Registration Package will be coming
out soon whereby you can sign up for all events or each event
separately, depending on which ones you will be able to attend.
For now, please mark your calendar and plan to attend. Let’s
make a good showing for our chapter.
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Happy Birthday
September Babies!
Sept. 5
Dorothy Perez
Sept. 6
Dan Gabehart

Wednesday, September 6th
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant
5440 Babcock Rd
Dinner at 6:30 Meeting at 7:30

Guest Speaker: Kirk Scott
“Welcome to the Alamo”
Kirk Scott is an employee at the Alamo and his presentation
will cover the “Six Flags of Texas”, the original Alamo
compound, how the revolution was started, where the
participants came from and where it ended. He will also give
information on Santa Anna, Juan Seguin and Sam Houston
It promises to be a very interesting and informative
presentation.

Sept. 17
Abel Araiza
Sept. 18
G. Roland Vela
Sept. 22
Eileen Barrientos
Sept. 23
Lucila Flores
Sept. 26
Vangie Garcia
Sept. 30
Michael Rojas

San Antonio
Chapter Officers:
Governor
Joe Perez
Deputy Governor:
Ricardo Rodriguez

Saturday, September 9 10:00 am – 11:00 am
Presentation at Central Library downtown.

Treasurer
Alex Zamora

Saturday, September 9

Secretary
Tim Thatcher

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Presentation at Maverick Library.

New Members
Michael Aguayo
Michael was born and raised in San Antonio. He graduated from MacArthur High School and
later got an Associates Degree in Electronics. He is the proud father of three. He entered the
U.S. Marine Corps right after high school in 1978 and proudly served until Honorably
Discharged in 1986 as a Sergeant.

Rafael Cavazos
As a photographer and videographer, Rafael has been practicing his craft since 1968. During
most of that time, he has worked for both English and Spanish language television news
stations. For the last 15 years of his career, he worked for a television station owned by a
school district. He says that he learned early in his career that every time he pushes the
button on his camera, he documents a moment in time that will never happen again. That is a
captivating and very important part of his work.

Walter Herbeck
Walter L Herbeck Jr was born in Laredo, Texas, and graduated from Laredo Martin High School.
He is proud to be part of the 1956 Texas State Basketball 4A Championship as the
Team manager. He joined the U.S. Air Force in 1959 and was Honorably Discharged in 1962 at
Laredo Air Force Base. He operated a Gulf Oil service station in Laredo from 1962 to 1968. He
then moved to San Antonio and worked at Kelly Air Force Base until he retired. He has been
very active in the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) serving as District Director
and Texas Deputy Director as well as LULAC Man of the Year in 1973. He was an initial
inductee to the Mexican American Hall of Fame in 1973. Laredo Martin High School inducted
him as a Tiger Legend in 2003 and he was inducted into the National Hispanic Hall of Fame in
2013

Welcome, new members, Michael, Rafael and Walter!

~ NEW OFFICERS ~
At the August meeting, Governor Joe Perez swore in two new officers for our chapter. Our
new Treasurer is Granadero Alex Zamora and our new Secretary is Granadero Tim Thatcher.
Be sure to congratulate them on taking on the responsibility in assuming these officer
positions and serving our chapter.

Recent Articles on the Internet
This online news magazine announced a presentation titled “Louisiana’s Role in the
American Revolutionary War”, at a Baton Rouge library. The presentation included the role Bernardo de
Gálvez played in the war effort. The article may be seen at the web address below.
http://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/communities/southside/article_52f705e0-68ab-11e7-83aa8f0d6652c05b.html
The links below were sent in by our friend in Spain, Dr. Evaristo C. Martinez-Radio Garrido.

The Black Legend. This is an interesting article refuting the exaggerations perpetuated
by the Black Legend. You can find the article at the link below.
http://www.abc.es/historia/abci-completamente-falso-espana-llevara-cabo-genocidio-indios-america201708071014_noticia.html

King Felipe of Spain inaugurates an exhibition at Casa de America
This article tells us about the king of Spain inaugurating an exhibit at a museum in Spain that teaches the
public about Spain’s involvement in the American Revolution. You can find the article at:
http://216.169.248.35/event/king-felipe-of-spain-inaugurates-an-exhibition-at-casa-de-america594610253#spanish-king-felipe-vi-attends-the-exhibition-bernardo-de-galvez-and-picture-id499866346

This is an interesting article (in
Spanish) about Fernando de
Leyba and his heroic victory at
the Battle of St. Louis (also referred to as the Battle of San Carlos) where he
repelled a British attack and succeeded, even though he was greatly
outnumbered. The link for the article is:
http://www.ceutaactualidad.com/articulo/cultura/fernando-leyba-ceutiheroe-guerra-independencia/20170818180623047893.html

Battle of Cuerno Verde It is said that the victors write the history. This is an interesting article about a
piece of history that is named after the defeated instead of the victors. The article may be found at:
http://elrodelero.blogspot.com.es/2012/10/la-batalla-de-cuerno-verde-cuando-el.html?m=1
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National Meeting
Friday, November 3
&

Saturday, November 4
The 2017 National Meeting will be held in San Antonio, Texas on Friday, November 3 rd
and Saturday, November 4th, with an optional brunch on Sunday.
An outstanding weekend has been planned by the San Antonio Chapter and will include a
Friday night dinner on the world famous River Walk followed by cocktails on a river barge
as it winds its way through downtown San Antonio.
Saturday will include a Continental Breakfast, the National business meeting and a lunch
at the historic Menger Hotel, which is the host hotel. The evening will begin with a
wreath-laying ceremony at the doors of the Spanish Governor’s Palace, built in the
Spanish Colonial 1700s, followed by a Paella dinner on the Main Patio and will end with a
guided tour of the historic residence.
Sunday Brunch is optional for those who come in from out of town and don’t have to leave
in the morning. A complete Registration Package is forthcoming and will include all of
the details for the National Meeting weekend. But for now, please be sure to save the date!

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held August 2nd, 2017 at the
Royal Inn Oriental Cuisine Restaurant
Submitted by Joe Perez
Attendance:
George Aguayo, Joe Aguayo, Michael Aguayo, Dan Arellano, Eileen Barrientos, Rafael Cavazos, Lorena
Escobar, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, Walter Herbeck, Monica Aguayo Johnson, Briana Perez,
Elizabeth Perez, Joe Perez, Miaoyin Rojas, Michael Rojas, Tim Thatcher, Alex Zamora, Joe J. Zavala














The meeting commenced at 7:34 p.m.
Alex Zamora gave the Invocation.
Lucila Flores led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Governor Joe Perez welcomed guests Dan Arellano, Lorena Escobar and Monica Aguayo Johnson.
Treasurer Elizabeth Perez gave the Treasurer’s Report for June. We had a Beginning Balance of
$1,345.16; we did not have any expenses in June; we had Income of $110.12, and an Ending
Balance of $1,455.28. A motion to accept the report was made by Alex Zamora and seconded by
Roberto Flores. After a vote, the motion carried.
Governor Joe Perez announced that we will have two new officers to take over the duties of
Treasurer and Secretary. He thanked Elizabeth Perez for serving as Treasurer and Briana Perez
for serving as Secretary. He commended both of them for serving the chapter in those capacities,
especially since they did well even though their schedules have prevented them from attending
meetings. Joe then swore in Granadero Alex Zamora as the new Treasurer and Granadero Tim
Thatcher as the new Secretary. The group applauded them for taking on these duties.
Governor Joe Perez announced the birthdays in August for Julie Soto, Emma Vela, Joaquin Faz, Joe
J. Zavala, and Deborah Guerra. Joe then announced that we have two new members and
recognized Michael Aguayo and Rafael Cavazos, who were given a round of applause. He also
announced the upcoming events as the Battle of Medina Symposium on Saturday, August 19th and
our presentations at the Central Library and Maverick Library, both on Saturday, September 9th.
Joe announced that Richard Whynot was in the hospital and is now in a rehab facility and will send
more detailed information via email. He asked that all members please keep Richard in their
thoughts and prayers. Joe also announced that Judge Butler is continuing his work on a Gálvez
Center at the Texas A&M-San Antonio campus and that the Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez are
interested in loaning a display of two mannequins; one clothed in a Granadero uniform and one
clothed in a musician’s uniform with a drum. He said that we already have one mannequin but
will need to purchase a second one and have the uniforms made. Eileen Barrientos asked if we
could use donated uniforms for this project, to which Joe responded “Yes”. She will check with her
uncle, Granadero Henry DeLeon regarding his original uniform, musket and accoutrements.
Karla Galindo mentioned that if we need to print more brochures or pamphlets, that she has a
contact that can give us a discounted price on printing them.






Elizabeth Perez mentioned that she has reserved the private party room at La Fonda Restaurant
Alamo Heights for our Christmas Party, which will be held on Saturday, December 2nd.
Governor Perez introduced our Guest Speaker, Dan Arellano; author, historian and public speaker,
who is the most recent appointee to the San Antonio Tricentennial Commission. Dan gave a
fantastic presentation on how we must continue our work in making sure that Hispanic history
does not continue to get ignored, especially in the Texas school system. He then announced that
he is running for a position on the Texas State Board of Education. Everyone applauded him for
making that move. We know that his passion for Hispanic heritage will contribute greatly to the
state board.
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

New Book by Granadero Ricky Reyes
Granadero Ricky Reyes has published his first book; Texas First: Prayer subtitled The Four
Directions of the Universe Prayer From the Secret Wisdom of a Yaqui Mestizo Healer to Health and
Happiness.
It is fascinatingly written as a
conversation between a Native American and his Fascinating!...effectively relates – and
grandchild with the grandfather giving insight into preserves for posterity – many extremely
their heritage and special importance of the Four interesting and generally unknown facets of
Directions of the Universe Prayer. It is a prayer that Native American history and culture.
Judge Robert H. Thonhoff
varies slightly among different tribes but maintains Texas Historian
its overall meaning with each tribe.
The grandchild experiences an awakening of understanding in the grandfather’s teachings,
discovering new and deeper meaning into lessons previously taught. Along the journey of this
conversation with the grandfather, the grandchild develops new insights into life and arrives at an
understanding that their heritage is part of how we are all connected.
The grandchild also learns how many of our modern traditions came
from Native American practices.
The photo on the cover of the book shows a 23foot feather made of steel rebar constructed by
Ricky for the 200th Anniversary of the Battle of
Medina in 2013. Copies of the book will be made
available at the September Granaderos meeting.
Ricky will be speaking about his book on Eddie
Arevalo’s Spotlite TV Show which will air Tuesday,
September 26 on PBS Channel 16 (Austin), Channel
99 (AT&T Uverse) or Channel 16 (Spectrum or
Grande). The program can also be seen at
www.austinfilm.org/austin-public/watch.

