
IN THIS ISSUE: 
 
                PG. 

Generous Donations                1 
Upcoming Meeting/Events    2 
Battle of Medina Symposium    3 
New Member D. Underwood    3 
Wonders of our Website    4 
Recent Internet Articles    4 
King William FB Page    4 
Early Mail Service in Texas 
   Part VI: Confederate TX     5-8 
Judge Butler’s Gálvez Book    8 
August Meeting Minutes    9 

 LL AA   GG RR AA NN AA DD AA     

 

◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘   www.granaderos.org   ◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘ 
 

Generous 
Donations 

 

The life blood of any organization is its 
membership.  However, the members of any 
organization need to have a way to carry out its 
mission and that requires money.  The income 
for our group comes every year in the form of 
membership dues and that has kept us going 
financially.  However, there are times when we 
are the recipients of generous donations. 

This year, our chapter has received 
generations donations from various people.  While some wish to remain anonymous,  others will be 
recognized here.  Dolores Beardsley and Henry De Leon gave a donation of $200 to the chapter.  
Dolores is a longtime member and her brother Henry is a founding member.  Their donation goes a 
long way in helping our chaper fulfill its mission. 

At our August meeting, Robert & Sylvia Jean Garcia, along with 
Yolanda Kirkpatrick and Olga Lizcano presented a check for $2,000 
to our chapter.  When they dissolved their business that published 
books on history, Paso de la Conquista, they sought to divest the 
business funds.  We are very fortunate that they chose our Order to 
be the recipient. 

At the request of the donors, we will vote at our next meeting 
to allocate the $2,000 donation to our Education Committee, which 
is also the recommendation of our Executive Committee. 

When you see our brochures, teacher’s packets, flags or history 
items for our display table, you should know that it is the money 
coming in from members and donors that allow us to continue 
educating the public about this important part of our history. 
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Order of Granaderos 
y Damas de Gálvez 

 San Antonio Chapter 

Officers Alex Zamora, Manny Rodriguez and José 
González accept a $2.000 check from Robert Garcia, 
Sylvia Jean Garcia, Yolanda Kirkpatrick and Olga 
Lizcano 



 

 
 Next Meeting 

   Wednesday, September 4 
La Fonda Restaurant 
8633 Crownhill Blvd 

              Dinner: 6:30    Meeting 7:30 
Speaker: 

  Bill Groneman 
          New York City  Firefighter on 9/11 

  
                        Presentation: 
          September 11: A Memoir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Thursday, September 5  10:00 am - 11:00 am 
Unveiling of new U.S. quarter coin by the U.S. Mint 
Color Guard - Laurie Auditorium, Trinity University 
 
Friday, September 13   10:00 am - 11:00 am 
We will serve as the Color Guard at a military 
retirement ceremony at Randolph Air Force Base. 
 
Saturday, September 14    2 Events @ 11:00 & 1:00 
11:00: Presentation at the Maverick Library 
  1:00: Presentation at the Guerra Library 

 

Governor 
Joe Perez 

 

Deputy Governor 
Alex Zamora 
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Manny Rodriguez 

 

Secretary 
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Ricardo Rodriguez 
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Joe González 

 

 

Happy Birthday 
September Babies! 

 

Sept. 5 
Dorothy Perez 

 
Sept. 6 

Dan Gabehart 
 

Sept. 17 
Abel Araiza 

 
Sept. 18 

G. Roland Vela 
 

Sept. 22 
Eileen Barrientos 

 
Sept. 23 

Lucila Flores 
 

Sept. 26 
Vangie Garcia 

 
Sept. 30 

Michael Rojas 
 



Battle of Medina Symposium 
 

On Saturday, August 17, Governor Joe Perez and Chaplain Joe González represented our Order by 
staffing a table at the Battle of Medina Symposium in Leming, Texas.  This annual event is sponsored 
by the Atascosa County Historical Commission, which does a fantastic job of organizing the dedication 

ceremony in the morning as well as the symposium in the 
afternoon with an exhibit room and an array of excellent 
speakers in the auditorium.  It just seems like this event keeps 
getting better every year. 

At the event, Joe González and Joe Perez spoke with several 
people who passed through the exhibit room.  The two Joes 
explained Spanish involvement in the American Revolution and 
gave information about our organization. 

In addition to our displays, we had various book about 
Gálvez for sale by authors Robert Thonhoff, Gonzalo Seravia, Dr. 

Roland Vela and the book by Cobblestone.  We sold out of the 
Seravia book. 

There were several speakers at the symposium, such as Dr. 
Caroline Crimm, who gave 
a presentation on 
Bernardo de Gálvez.  In 
the spirit of the day, Judge 
Robert Thonhoff had 
displayed at his house the Burgundian Cross flag and the flag of 
the First Texas Republic. 
 

 

Derek Underwood 

 
The Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez are happy to welcome Derek J. Underwood as the 

newest member into our San Antonio Chapter.  His genealogical research on his mother’s 
side has revealed that he has ancestors who were in the Opelousas and Attakapas Militias 
and served under General Gálvez.  He knows that they were involved in the Baton Rouge 
Campaign.  He is still conducting research to determine if he has ancestors who fought with 
Gálvez at Mobile or Pensacola. 

Derek has an interest in raising awareness of Gálvez and the Spanish contributions to 
American independence. 

We extend a hearty welcome to Derek J. Underwood as the newest member of our 
chapter! 
 

New Member 



Wonders of our Website 
 

It can not be mentioned enough, the fantastic website that Granadero Roland Cantu has created 
for our chapter at www.granaderos.org.  All members ought to have the web address memorized and 
should be giving it out to people who are interested in what we do.  It is updated on a regular basis 
with articles, photos, videos and upcoming events.  If you haven’t visited the site recently, check it out 
and you will see updated items.  If you click on the calendar in the upper left of the main page, you 
can view our upcoming events in calendar format.  When you click on the date, it gives the location 
and time for the event and you can even click on 
“map” to bring up a map of the event location. 

Sometimes, data from the website reveals 
some very interesting things to ponder.  The graph 
to the right was taken from our website data and 
apparently we are popular in China this year.  We 
had more site hits from China than any country 
other than our own.  Spain was fourth on the list.  
One might expect that Spain would be the top 
foreign country to visit our site. 

A big “Thank you!” goes out to Roland Cantu for creating and maintaining our website.  Now, the 
rest is up to us.  Let others know about our excellent website.  Remember, it is www.granaderos.org. 
 
 

Recent Articles on the Internet 
 
Siege of Pensacola Reenactment 
The University of West Florida will sponsor a reenactment of the famous siege. 
https://www.thedestinlog.com/news/20190819/siege-of-pensacola-coming-to-bagdad 
 
 

Thank you, King William Association 
 
The King William Fair Facebook page posted our group’s video by Granadero Rafael Cavazos with 

the kind remarks below. 
“It's always an honor to host The Order of Granaderos y Damas de 

Galvez as our official Van Guard for the King William Fair Parade and 
our only historic reenactors on the Fair grounds.  Truly a great group 
to chat with and learn more about our history. 

Thank you for being our King William and we can't wait to see y'all 
again next year!” 

With this year’s theme being, “Who is King William?” every 
participant was King William since we are all part of what is the King William Fair. 



Early Mail Service 
in Texas, Part VI: 

Confederate Texas 
By Rueben M. Perez 

 
 

San Antonio played a major role at the onset of the Civil War and was 
where the first major defeat for the Union occurred.  San Antonio was the 
headquarters for one quarter of the United States Army.  The entire 
garrison of Texas was surrendered by commanding general, David E. 
Twiggs on February 16, 1861 to Texas state forces. 
 

BACKGROUND HISTORY:  
 San Antonio was the Military Headquarters for the Western Frontier Army when Texas became 
a state in 1848.  The Post of San Antonio had a small garrison of troops and provided supplies to the 
elite Second United States Cavalry with soldiers, posts, and forts spread across the frontier.  As the 
winds of war were beginning for a major conflict, LTC Robert E. Lee, 2nd Cavalry Regiment served as 
post commander in San Antonio from 1856 to October 1857.  In 1860, Lee returned to San Antonio to 
take command of his regiment and on February 13, 1861, General Scott order Robert E. Lee to return 
to Washington to assume command of the Union Army.  Lee remained faithful to his home of Virginia 
and resigned his commission in the United States Army and assumed commander of the Confederate 
States Army and the Army of Northern Virginia during the Civil War between 1862 until his surrender 
in 1865.  From sixteen officers of his Unit in Texas, eleven officers became full generals of the 
Confederate Army. 

 
 The Department of Texas called upon the surrender of Union troops on February 16th and not 
waiting about 1,000 Texas troops moved into San Antonio under the command of Col. Ben 
McCullouch, Committee of Public Safety, along with a local militia of volunteers called Alamo City 
Guards.  General David Emanuel Twiggs, United States commander of the Department of Texas 



agreed to surrender all federal installations, including all detachments and federal troops of 160 men 
in San Antonio and 2,700 federal soldiers scattered across Texas.  The surrender resulted in twenty-
one military posts and military stores to be turned over to the rebels.  This included all of the 
ammunition and arms, fifty-three camels, and three million dollars of federal goods.  San Antonio 
became headquarters for the Texas Confederate Army.  A peaceful surrender allowed federal troops 
desiring to return home to march to the coast.   After General Twiggs was dismissed from federal 
service, on May 22, he was commissioned as senior major general in the Confederate States Army and 
took command of the District of Louisiana in New Orleans. 
 The official beginning of the start of the Civil War was April 12, 1861, when Jefferson Davis 
ordered the surrender of Fort Sumter, located in the middle of the harbor of Charleston, South 
Carolina being occupied by Union forces at the time.  General P.G.T. Beauregard attacked the fort 
forcing its capitulation and the start of the Civil War.  The Civil War would come to a close on April 9, 
1865 when General Robert E. Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia at the McLean House in 
the village of Appomattox.  He surrendered to Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant.  Confederate 
President Jefferson Davis surrendered on May 10th with other Confederate commanders.  On May 
10th United States President Andrew Johnson declared the rebellion’s armed resistance virtually 
ended, although the last battle of the American Civil War was the Battle of Palmito Ranch in Texas 
on May 12thand 13th.  Over the course of the Civil War, nearly 90,000 Texans served in the military in 
the Confederate or Union Armies.  Both Germans and Hispanics were reluctant to get involved.  Yet, 
2,500 Hispanic Texans joined the C.S.A. only to find discrimination within the rank and file of the 
Confederate Army.   
 The best thoughts on the Civil War come from our former San Antonio mayor, Ivy Taylor, who 
stated on July 9, 2015, “Slavery and the Civil War are part of the American legacy.  For more than 200 
years we’ve been trying to fully realize the revolutionary process of democracy: all men are created 
equally.  Selectively erasing pieces of our past may make it more comfortable for us today, but it also 
makes it easier for many to ignore the historic struggles of Blacks and other minorities in this country, 
a struggle for equality continues today.  It is offensive to use the rebel battle flag as a symbol of a city 
or state, but it is also offensive to pretend that Texas was never a slave state or that racism has played 
no role in our history for the past 150 years.  Instead, we need to do a better job teaching history and 
a better job discussing and understanding our complicated and multi-faceted past.” 
 Texas Confederate’s forces fought in major campaigns in New Mexico, Pennsylvania, battle 
sites as Gettysburg, Antietam, Vicksburg, Corinth, Shiloh as well as in Texas as Brownsville, Sabine 
Pass, Galveston, Corpus Christi, and Laredo.  The Texas expanse of coastline was vulnerable to 
invasion and in the course of the war, the coastline was the site of several land and naval battles.  The 
Civil War came to an end in Texas and soldiers fought the last land battle of the war at the Battle at 
Palmito Ranch near Brownsville, a month after the surrender of Lee. 
 

MAIL SERVICE DELIEVERY DURING THE CONFEDERACY 
 

 Mail service during the Civil War was delivered between the camps, battlefield, and back home 
in battle areas in order to maintain the importance of morale to soldiers and civilians.  Recognizing 
the need for mail delivery services, the Confederate States of America (C.S.A.) assigned personnel to 
collect, distribute, deliver soldier’s mail by whatever means possible, even having tents that served as 
traveling mobile Post Offices.  
  For Texas, mail routes were well-established at the beginning of secession.  During 1861, all 
mail was generally transported on pre-existing routes.  Texas and other seceded states continued to 



use the stable U.S. postal system, uninterrupted, for handling the mails during a transition period.  
According to the Confederate Provisional Constitution adopted Feb. 8, 1861, the Confederate Post 
Office was to support itself on its own revenue.  Interestingly, Confederate postal operations made a 
profit every year, something that the U.S. postal system has never done.  John Henninger Reagan was 
appointed the first Postmaster General of the Confederate States of America.  Due to the war, the 
Overland Mail Route through Texas in April 1861 was closed and soon other routes between North 
and South were abandoned due to armed conflict.  Finally, the US Post Office on May 31st suspended 
all mail services in the seceded states, forcing northbound Texas mail to be rerouted via Memphis and 
forwarded to Louisville, KY. 
 Postmaster Reagan was very capable and had expertise regarding postal services.  He increased 
rates, streamlined mail routes, and cut pay and the number of personnel, however, blockades and the 
invading Northern army severely hampered operations.  On June 1, all existing postmasters, 
contractors and special agents were instructed to have complete control in their own jurisdiction.  
 Probably on the fourth quarter of 1861, Texas post offices first received Confederate general 
issued stamps as shown below: 

 
 Confederate issued stamps 
Due to Southern States isolation and lack of paper mills, patrons devised various methods dealing with 
paper shortage by using invalid US stamps or reusing letter covers, even using wallpaper.  The mouth of 
the Mississippi River, at New Orleans, was blockaded by Federal Naval forces in May 1861 causing the 
closing of water routes and need to find alternative land routes to Texas.  

 
 On May 1, 1863, as a result of impending Union control of the Mississippi, the Confederate 
Congress authorized a special Express Mail route crossing the river from Texas by rerouting it to 
Shreveport, Louisiana, whereas in Indian Territory the mail was handle by the military.  Galveston was 
blockaded by Federal troops that occupied the island from October 1862 to January 1863.  
Confederate Texas troops retook the city, however, the blockade continued throughout the war.  
Meanwhile, Texas maintained neutrality with Mexico and exchanged mail at Brownsville.  During the 
war, when feasible, mail was carried on rail lines in specially built mail cars.  As the war went on, 
ingenious mail delivery systems were developed to transport mail.  One such method was Flag-of-
truce routes established in both the North and South to facilitate the exchanged of mail to and from 
P.O.W. camps.  In Texas, prisoners were housed at the Houston Prison, Camp Groce or Camp Ford.  
Citizens could also send letters via the flag-of-truce, like the prisoners.  Their letters were read by 
censors and rejected if the contents were objectionable.  Other means to transport mail were through 
private methods, and smugglers.  By the end of the war, migrating soldiers carried more mail than the 

Bisected 
stamp to 
pay single 
letter rate 



postal system.  Postmaster General Reagan accomplished his goal of profitability at the expense of 
the citizenry, but was later arrested when the war ended and eventually pardoned.  He went on to 
head up the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads.  After the war, the postal system in Texas was 
in general disarray and did not experience significant growth until after 1870.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map of battles in Texas during the Civil War 
 ◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ 

 

Congratulations, Judge Butler! 
 
The book Gálvez, by Honorary Granadero Ed Butler, was ranked as one of the Best 

History Books in 2018 (Top 20) by the Editorial Board of Amazon.com.  With the volume 
of books sold on Amazon.com, it is quite a feat to be ranked in the top 20.  Judge 
Butler’s book has won numerous other awards from various historical and genealogical 
organizations.  Congratulations, Judge Butler for gaining yet another accolade for your 
book on Bernardo de Gálvez and Spain’s participation in the American Revolution. 
 



Deputy Governor Alex 
Zamora  presenting Guest 
Speaker Matthew Elverson 
with a gift from the group. 

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held August 7, 2019 at La Fonda Restaurant 

Submitted by Melissa Zamora 

Attendance: 
Eileen Barrientos, David Benavides, Sally Avila, Jason Bourgeois, Rafael Cavazos, Henry De 
Leon, Sylvia Jean Garcia, Robert Garcia, Vivian Garza, Carlos Garza, Stella González, Joe 
González, Walter Herbeck, Yolanda Kirkpatrick, Olga Lizcano, Ricky Reyes, Janie Rodriguez, 
Manny Rodriguez, Alex Zamora, Melissa Zamora, J.J. Zavala 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Deputy Governor Alex Zamora. 
 The Invocation was given by Chaplain Joe González. 
 Janie Rodriguez led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s Report for June & July.  For June, we had 

a Beginning Balance of $2,475.74.  We had Expenses of $629.53 for one tricorn hat, parking 
reimbursement, meal for speaker & guest, 4-microphone p.a. system, and 500 chapter 
brochures.  We had Income of $220.19 which left an Ending Balance of $2,066.40.  For July, 
we had a Beginning Balance of $2,066.40.  We had Expenses of $60.83 for one flag pole and 
frames for 4th of July ceremony.  We had Income of $0.19 from interest.  This left an Ending 
Balance of $2,005.76.  A motion to accept the report was made by Walter Herbeck and 
seconded by Manny Rodriguez.  After a vote, the motion carried. 

 Alex announced the birthdays for July.  
 For old business, Alex mentioned that the 4th of July Patriotic 

Ceremony was very successful.  He was happy to announce that we 
gained a new member as a result of the ceremony.  He also 
announced that the King William Parade video by Granadero Rafael 
Cavazos is on our website and Facebook page. 

 For new business, Alex introduced Robert Garcia who, along with 
his wife Sylvia Jean and his sisters Yolanda Kirkpatrick and Olga 
Lizcano,  presented a donation of $2,000 for our chapter.  Alex also 
announced that we will staff a booth at the Battle of Medina 
Symposium on Saturday, August 17.  He also announced that we 
will serve as Color Guard a 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, September 
5th at Trinity University for the U.S. Mint unveiling of a new U.S. 
quarter coin.  Lastly, under new business, Alex announced that 
we will give living history presentations at libraries in 
September. 

 Alex introduced Matthew Elverson as our Guest Speaker.  Matthew gave a very interesting 
presentation about the Spanish Colonial Powder House in San Antonio. 

 Deputy Governor Alex Zamora adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 


