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Gaining Ground 
The Education Committee is proud to report that on 29 July 

2021, Chairman Joe González met with Ms. Amy Hudson, a 
representative for Ms. Marti West, Superintendent of Catholic 
Schools for the Archdiocese of San Antonio.  The sole purpose of 
our meeting was to introduce that office to the efforts of the 
Order in educating the general public about Spain’s active 
participation in the American Revolution, and more specifically the 
role that General Bernardo de Gálvez AND Texas played in that 

momentous world event. 
Ms. Hudson was provided one of the Committee’s Teacher Packets and when I advised 

that our “target audience” would be 7th & 8th grade students, Ms. Hudson stated that 27 
Catholic schools in the Archdiocese have both those levels.  She therefore asked for that many 
packets to be distributed at their first Principals’ meeting soon after the school year begins.  
Ms. Hudson was also made aware of the fact that some of our members are available to make 
in-person presentations to the same target audience. 

This apparently small success is truly monumental in 
that previous efforts to get principals to invite us in had 
proven to be futile.  An endorsement from the Catholic 
Schools’ Office should provide an excellent opportunity 
to not just “get our foot in the door,” but to actually 
become a vital link between this group of schools and 
the Order.   As chair of this committee, my next objective 
is to gain entry into the different charter schools in the 
area with the ultimate goal being the middle schools of 
the numerous public-school districts.  The experience we 
gain through our relationship with the Catholic Schools 
should prove to be invaluable in preparing to work with 
the larger sector. 
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The Guest Speaker at our September Zoom meeting is 

Mary Anthony Startz.  She is a 30-year member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and currently serves 
as National Vice Chair Lineage Research - Spanish Task 
Force.  In this role, she educates DAR membership and the 
public at large about Spain’s support during the American 
Revolution and how to join DAR on a Spanish Patriot. 

She is also a member of the Order of Granaderos y 
Damas de Gálvez and serves as the Deputy Governor of the 
Houston Chapter as well as the National Secretary. 

She will expound on her research about monetary 
donations made by Spanish citizens to help American 
colonists in their fight to become an independent country. 
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To Be Continued 
Guest speakers Robert Garcia, Jr. and Clint McKenzie 

presented such a wealth of information on their topic, 
17th & 18th Century San Antonio de Béxar, at our last 
meeting that they only got through about half of the 
presentation.  That left us with a thirst for more and we 
asked that they come back soon and give the rest of their 
presentation.  Therefore, they will be scheduled as guest 
speakers again in the near future. 

 

Not Lost In Translation 

 
On Friday night, August 6th, the officers of the San Antonio Chapter had a very enjoyable 

dinner with Alfonso DuLuc, the man who translated 
the Paco Reyero book “And Bernardo de Gálvez 
Entered Washington.”  Alfonso was in San Antonio 
visiting two of his friends and we arranged to have 
dinner while he was in town.  It was fun to meet with 
him and get to know his friends too. 

 
 

Recent Article on the Internet 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DAR Podcast About Bernardo de Gálvez 
A recent Daughters of the American Revolution podcast was all about Bernardo de Gálvez.  
You can listen to it using the link shown below.   

https://open.spotify.com/episode/6blKMvLmquVAgfSNGhDShW 



Candlelight Tours 
Seeing History Through a Different Light 

 
On Saturday, August 7th, Stella González, Joe González, 

and Joe Pérez were the featured speakers at the Candlelight 
Tours, Seeing History Through a Different Light event held at 
the historic Landmark Inn in Castroville. 

This event was produced 
by Allan Mack, founder of 
the Living History 
Foundation and sponsored 

by the Landmark Inn State Historic Site with living history 
presentations by Stella González, Joe González and Joe Pérez. 

The Living History 
Foundation conducts this 
type of event in varous cities 
throughout Texas and offers 
presentations on history about people of color, women, 
people with disabilities and others whose histories are not 
commonly presented. 

 
 

Battle of Medina Symposium 
 
This year’s Battle of Medina Symposium was conducted on Saturday, 

August 14th at the Lonnie Gillespie Annex Campus in Leming, Texas.  The 
event is sponsored annually by the Atatscosa County Historical 
Commission.  Granaderos Joe Pérez and Joe González respresented our 
chapter by staffing a table, selling books and telling visitors about 
Bernardo de Gálvez and Spain’s 
participation in the American 
Revolution. 

Los Tocayos (Joe & Joe) sold 
several books and raised $215.00 for our treasury.  They 
also handed out several brochures about our 
organization.  Thanks go out to the two Joes. 

This year, the historical commission planted a tree 
and dedicated it to Judge (and Granadero) Robert 
Thonhoff.  More on that is in the article on the next page. 



The Thonhoff Tree 
By Pleasanton Express Staff | on August 18, 2021 

 
Greetings, Atascosa County! When I think of trees, I think of the significance they have on 

our history. They were used as markers by the natives, explorers, and settlers. In Atascosa 
County, you will find the old Native American bent trees and the explorer razed trees. Each 
marking usually signifying a river crossing or a precious resource. In our case, it’s water, 
namely the Atascosa River crossing on Granato Road. 

Fast forward to modern day and we still use trees as landmarks, points of significance and 
to memorialize somebody. This past weekend, during the commemoration ceremony of The 
Battle of Medina, we dedicated a Red Oak Tree as a living memory to the work of Retired 
Karnes County Judge Robert Thonhoff. The young tree currently stands about six feet tall and 
was donated to us by the Atascosa County Garden Market. The tree was planted by 
Commissioner Mark Gillespie and his crew. 

This year, our organization decided it best to host the entire Battle of Medina Ceremony 
and presentations at the Lonnie Gillespie Annex Campus in Leming. We needed a special 
connection to the ceremony and the campus, so it was recommended that we plant a young 
tree to move forward. Since Judge Thonhoff was the man that conducted extensive research 
on the topic, to include a few publishings, it was an easy decision to dedicate the tree to him 
and his work as a living memory for years to come. When I say Judge Thonhoff conducted 
research, it is an understatement; he has dedicated his life to Texas History.  

The story goes that Judge Thonhoff discovered some works from a fellow historian that 
were fixing to be discarded. Once he read through the material, he was given permission to 
keep it and use it. Judge Thonhoff read the historian’s research on The Battle of Medina, a lost 
battlefield that was omitted from the history books. Once Judge Thonhoff dove in, he was 
hooked and the history telling unfolded. 
Today, due to his research and efforts the 
“lost battlefield” is a research topic for a 
multitude of historians. Judge Thonhoff’s 
research resulted in an official Texas Historical 
Marker. If you have ever seen what it takes to 
develop an official marker narrative, you will 
understand the toil! 

Judge Thonhoff’s saving of the Battle of 
Medina occurrence changed the landscape for 
Atascosa County history, where the battlefield 
is said to have occurred. The exact location is 
unknown, but it is in the northern part of the 
county. Therefore, it gave us great pride in 
dedicating the “Thonhoff Tree” for people to remember, the combatants of the bloodiest 
battle on Texas soil and the saving of the battle research that would have been lost to history.



 



In a continued effort to focus on pre-1836 Texas history, your Friar Reporter begs your 
indulgence with a short but hopefully informative article on yet another relatively unknown 
Franciscan Friar who appears to have greatly impacted early to mid-18th Century missions in 
Texas. I am greatly indebted to Franciscan Friar Marion Alphonse Habig, O.F.M. (1901-1984) 
whose extensive works as historian of the Texas Spanish Missions have served as the 
springboard and a definitive source for many of my literary projects on the topic of The 
Franciscans in Spanish Colonial Tejas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edited by José(Joe) L. González, AFSC, MEd 
28 May 2018 © 

 
Benito Fernández de Santa Ana, born on 04 June 1707 in Berán, province of Orense, 
Spain was ordained a Franciscan priest in Spain and thereafter sent to Mexico, being 
assigned to the College of Santa Cruz de Querétaro to undergo further training for 
missionary work with New Spain's Natives. He arrived at Misión San Antonio de Valero in 
1731 and three years later he was appointed as president of the Texas missions of the 
College of Querétaro as well as the principal missionary at Nuestra Señora de la Purísima 
Concepción de Acuña in San Antonio. 
 
In 1739, the Canary Islanders from the Villa de San Fernando obtained a viceroy's decree 
permitting them to hire mission Indians on their farms. Suspecting that Indians would be 
mistreated, or worse, if sent out to work for non-mission entities, Fray Benito became their 
strongest advocate and wrote a document in which he "refuted false statements and 
accusations made in the petition of the Canary Islanders." As a result, the viceroy revoked the 
decree. Two years later, agents of the cabildo of the Villa de San Fernando were successful in 
obtaining from the new viceroy a second decree similar to the one of 1739. This time, Fray 
Benito chose to travel to Mexico, appeared before the new viceroy in person and successfully 
persuaded him to rescind the new decree. 
 
After a severe epidemic in 1739, Fray Benito began the construction of permanent 
buildings of stone and mortar at Misión Concepción, including the twin-tower church that 
is still standing. He thereafter gave his approval and full support to Fray Mariano de los 
Dolores y Viana's project for the foundation of three new missions and a presidio on the 
San Xavier (San Gabriel) River “despite persistent objections by the governors and presidio 
commander in Texas." In 1749 Fray Benito personally founded San Ildefonso and 
Nuestra Señora de la Candelaria Missions. The following year he presented his plans  

A Very Different Santa Ana's History 
In The San Antonio Area 



 
for the establishment of Apache missions on the Pedernales River, which included the 
transfer of San Antonio de Béxar Presidio to that location. Though his plans were not 
accepted, they led to an investigation that resulted in the choice of the San Sabá River 
for an Apache mission and a new presidio. 
 
Like his predecessor, Fray Gabriel de Vergara, Fray Benito always disapproved of 
military punitive campaigns against the Apaches as a means of putting an end to 
their raids. He believed that, like other Indian groups, the Apaches could be induced 
to settle in missions thereby establishing peace in Texas. He deplored the 
enslavement of Apaches taken prisoner and asked the viceroy to have them turned 
over to him "so that they can help me to win over the others." Though the fear of 
their enemies—the Comanches—was one reason why the Apaches finally agreed to a 
peace treaty with the Spaniards on 28 November 1749, this achievement was due in 
great measure to the "consistent conciliatory policy" of Fray Benito. Shortly after 
February 1750, Fray Benito Fernández de Santa Ana became ill and had to retire to 
the college in Querétaro where he died in the spring of 1761. 
 
 
Source: 
Marion A. Habig, 0.F.M., "Fernández De Santa Ana, Benito," Handbook of Texas Online 
(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ffe12), 
accessed January 23, 2018, 

 
 
 
 
 

They’re Never Too Young To Learn About Gálvez 
 

The company, Teepublic.com, 
is selling an infant size onesie 
with a cartoon image of Bernardo 
de Gálvez on the front. 

All the infants who care about 
how they look are wearing them 
this season.  Any respectable 
infant wouldn’t be caught 
crawling on the floor without one. 

 



Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez 
Minutes for the meeting held August 4, 2021 at La Fonda Restaurant 

Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez 

 
Attendance: Governor Joe Perez, Joe Aguayo, Mike Aguayo, Crystal Benavides, Jesse 

Benavides, Freddie T. Bustillo, Charlie Carvajal, Rafael Cavazos, Lucila Flores, Roberto Flores, 
Robert Garcia, Sylvia Jean Garcia, Joe González, Monica Aguayo Johnson, Clint McKenzie, Janie 
Rodriguez, Manuel Rodriguez, Jorge Luis Garcia Ruiz, Lin Santos, Alex Zamora, Melissa Zamora 

  
The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez. The Invocation was 

given by Chaplain Joe González. Freddy Bustillo led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s report. July showed a Savings account 

balance of 1,316.20 with no activity for the month. The checking account beginning balance 
for July was 3,636.00. Expenses were $16.00 for our Zoom account, office supply purchase for 
$36.97, Purchase to La Fonda for speakers’ meals and dessert $78.25, Purchase of 10 books 
totaled $200.00, and a Reimbursement for speakers’ meal $66.52. Income was $150.00 for 5 
memberships, $370.00 for 10 books sold, donations totaling $70.00 and a Bank dividend of 
$0.34. End of month balance for July is $3,828.60. A motion to accept the report was made by 
Freddy Bustillo and seconded by Roberto Flores. After a vote, the motion carried. 

Governor Joe asked for a moment of silence for Dama Betty Salinas. 
Governor Joe announced the birthdays for the month of August 
Education committee Chairman Joe González announced that committee filmmaker Rafael 

Cavazos has acquired a drone to be used for the documentary and Governor Joe Perez and 
Chairman Joe González will be working on the narrative. Also, Chairman Joe González has 
reached out to the Superintendent of Catholic Schools and 30 teacher packets will be 
distributed to them by the end of August. Governor Joe gave a small explanation on the 
teacher packets. 

Gàlvez Stamp Committee Chairman Manny Rodriguez announced that the Stamp Letter 
has been submitted.  Next step is to have other organizations submit letters. 

Governor Joe reminded all that we are selling the book “And Bernardo De Gálvez Entered 
Washington” written by Francisco “Paco” Reyero. Governor Joe also reminded all of the up 
and coming 2021 National Meeting to be held in Galveston. An announcement was made that 
Dama Melissa Zamora will now be our Facebook Coordination/Administrator. 

Governor Joe introduced our guest speakers for the evening, Robert Garcia Jr., and Clint 
McKenzie. Mr. Garcia and Mr. McKenzie gave a fireside chat on 17th and 18th Century San 
Antonio de Bexar. After an informative and interesting presentation, and a brief question and 
answer session, Dama Janie Rodriguez presented both speaker with a plaque commemorating 
the 1980 Gálvez stamp. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 by Governor Joe Perez. 


