LA GRANADA
Order of Granaderos

September
2022
◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘

y Damas de Gálvez
San Antonio Chapter

www.granaderos.org

◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘◘

Battle of Medina Symposium
On Saturday, August 20th, we staffed a table
at the Battle of Medina Symposium in Leming,
Texas, just south of San Antonio.
We were represented by Joe González,
Manny Rodriguez and Janie Rodriguez and even
got some help from Jesse Guerra, who was there
as a Tejano, participating in the musket firing.
Joe, Manny and Janie staffed our table and
sold several books on history, mostly books
about Bernardo de Gálvez. They also handed
out informational brochures and spoke with
attendees about Gálvez and our organization.
For our book program, we purchase books at volume
discounts then sell them at regular retail pricing, which
helps fund the purchase of more books. We select books
about Bernardo de Gálvez, Spain’s involvement in the
American Revolution,
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Presentation:
The Risk of Political Activity
For Tax-Exempt Organizations

Sept. 5
Dorothy Perez
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Dan Gabehart
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Freddie Bustillo
Sept. 17
Abel Araiza
Sept. 23
Lucila Flores
Sept. 26
Vangie Garcia
Sept. 30
Michael Rojas
Governor
Joe Perez
Deputy Governor
Alex Zamora

The Guest Speaker for our August meeting is a past
president of the Sons of the American Revolution San
Antonio Chapter, however, he will not be giving a
presentation on history.
Instead, he will be giving a presentation on a topic that
all tax-exempt organizaitons, such as ours, should know.
There have been times in the past when members have
done things that could have gotten our group in trouble.
Mr. Whittenburg will show us what we can and can not
do as a tax-exempt group. He is a local probate and tax
attorney and one of the areas he covers is tax-exempt
entities. We’re sure to learn something important.

Treasurer
Manny Rodriguez
Secretary
Janie Rodriguez
Drum Major
Ricardo Rodriguez
Chaplain
Joe González
Sergeant Major
Adam Dominguez

New Members
Edna Campos Gravenhorst
Edna Campos Gravenhorst was born and raised in Freer, Texas. Her family roots in South
Texas run deep, all the way back to a 1768 Spanish land grant in Hidalgo County.
She had a 25-year career in sales, merchandising and marketing. The turning point from
earning a living in the fashion industry to finding a way to support her writing habit was a five
year process. In 1993, she had written a story titled “One Last Fling Con Un Cabron” but had
not found the right audience for it, until 1997, when she submitted it to Latina Magazine and
they published it. It was the first piece she ever tried to publish and it sold.
Since then, she has been published in national newspapers and magazines. Her book
awards include the International Latin Book Awards in 2007 and 2008; and the Kate Chopin
Silver Wings Writing Award for 2009. She was awarded a Kid Power Award in 2007 and, in
2009; she was awarded a Women on the Move Award by the University of Missouri-St. Louis.
In 2002, she founded a house history research business where historic home owners,
realtors, architects, developers and renovators could hire her to do their research.
Edna was the guest speaker at our June meeting and gave a presentation on her book,
“San Antonio’s Historic Market Square.”
She is a member of the National Association of Latino Arts and Culture Organization, the
Society of Latino and Hispanic Writers of San Antonio, Las Comadres, the Society of
Architectural Historians-St. Louis Chapter, and now, the Order of Granaderos y Damas de
Gálvez. Welcome to the group, Edna!

Adam Dominguez
Adam is a native of San Antonio. He has been performing living history for over 25
years. Adam conducts interpretive history presentations with several local historical
organizations representing various time frames and one of his favorites is the Spanish
colonial era.
Adam has been performing with our group as a Granadero for the past five years at
various events. He recently became a member and was appointed as Sergeant Major. In
this position, he will be in charge of the living history aspect of our chapter with the
exception of the Fife & Drum Corps. Adam will schedule and lead practices of the soldiers
to ensure we are performing correctly and he will also ensure that our uniforms are
historically accurate.
Welcome aboard, Adam!

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, September 7: Regular Meeting
Friday, September 30 & Saturday, October 1
42nd Annual Texas Hispanic Genealogical & Historical Conference
Wednesday, October 5: Regular Meeting
Saturday, October 15: Interpretive History Presentations, Mission San José
Wednesday, November 2: Regular Meeting
Saturday, November 12: U.S. Military Veterans Parade
All Week November 12-20: National Meeting in Spain
Saturday, December 3: Annual Christmas Party

Recent Articles on the Internet
The forgotten epic of the Spaniard who conquered the American
'Far West'
This is an interesting article about Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco, the forgotten Spaniard who
conquered the American Far West. It announces a new book that unveils the extraordinary
and tumultuous life of the settler, cartographer, artist and Cantabrian soldier.
https://www.elespanol.com/el-cultural/historia/20220713/olvidada-epopeya-espanolconquisto-far-westamericano/685181619_0.html?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitt
er#Echobox=1657749986

President Biden Meets King Felipe VI
“Some say that we would not have been an independent country without you" starts this
article about President Biden meeting the Spanish King in the Royal Palace in Madrid recently.
https://waisworld.org/go.jsp?id=02a&objectType=post&o=143600&objectTypeId=104805&to
picId=4875

The Granadero Blazon
Article III of our chapter bylaws states that, “Members of this organization shall be

known as “Granadero” if male and “Dama” if female.” Granaderos and Damas of our
group each have their own symbols of membership. Granaderos wear a blazon and
Damas wear a brooch. Here, we will cover the Granadero blazon and we’ll cover the
Dama brooch another time.
While some members wear period correct attire for our living history events, any
Granadero member may wear the blazon as part of what we refer to as our “alternate
uniform.” The “alternate uniform” consists of a navy blue
blazer, gray slacks, light blue shirt and a blazon on the left
breast pocket of the blazer. It is common for Granaderos to
be asked, “What is that you are wearing and what does it
mean?”
The distinctive blazon has been worn by Granaderos since
the early days of the organization.
It consists of an
embroidered patch with a black felt border mounted on a
plastic clip. It adheres to the rules of heraldry and consists of
one metal, which is gold (referred to as “or” in heraldic
terminology) and one color, which is red (referred to as
“gules” in heraldry). In heraldry, colors are not placed on
other colors and metals are not placed on other metals.
These two elements were chosen because they match the colors in the flag of Spain.
The five grenades represent the five British forts captured by Bernardo de Gálvez
during his Gulf Coast Campaign; those forts being Fort Bute in Manchac, the fort in
Baton Rouge, Fort Panmure in Natchez, Fort Charlotte in Mobile and Fort George in
Pensacola. The words Yo Solo represent the slogan expressed by Gálvez as he breached
the entrance to Pensacola Bay without the help of the Spanish navy. This slogan later
became part of the coat of arms for Bernardo de Gálvez. The design is completed by a
gold frame and gold bars above and below Yo Solo. This representation of membership
is sold by our chapter for $25 and is worn proudly by Granaderos.
But what is shown below to the right? It was found in
the personal belongings of founding member Ventura Pérez
after he passed away in 1995. It has not been seen in early
photographs of the group, whereas, the modern blazon has.
Therefore, it is not believed to be a first-generation blazon
but rather a prototype for the one currently used. It has the
words “Granaderos de Galvez”, the colors of the Spanish flag
and the U.S. flag but does not adhere to the rules of
heraldry since it has gold on top of white, with white
representing the metal silver.
Our distinctive symbol of membership is an eye-catcher
and often leads to an opportunity to explain the story of
Gálvez and Spain’s participation in the American Revolution.

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez – La Luisiana Chapter
The La Luisiana Chapter of the Granaderos y Damas de Galvez has partnered with other groups
to get the story of the support of Spanish Louisiana under Bernardo de Galvez to a wide
audience. You are welcome to join the La Luisiana Chapter of the Granaderos y Damas de
Galvez, the Isleño Heritage and Cultural Society, Sociedad Española, the Jackson Barracks
Military Museum, the Friends of the Cabildo, the LSU Libraries and Special Collections and the
Capitol Park Museum in Baton Rouge in hosting the 2022 March of Galvez. All the events
listed are leading up to September 21, the date in 1779 when Galvez and his Louisiana troops
defeated the British during the American Revolution. The events are open to the public except
where noted. More information may be found on the Granaderos La Luisiana Facebook page.
TUES SEPTEMBER 13 - 7:00pm LOS ISLENOS MUSEUM 1357 ST BERNARD ROAD, ST BERNARD
Bill Hyland, St Bernard Historian and Director of the Isleno Museum will present on Pierre
Denis de La Ronde, highlighting his service in the Galvez Expedition. La Ronde was the second
commandant of the Poblacion de San Bernardo; served as a member of the Cabildo and later
had a role in the Battle of New Orleans. His sister, Louise "Louison" Denis de La Ronde married
Andres Almonester and their daughter, Micaela, married Celestin de Pontalba, the son of
Pierre and Louison's first cousin, Joseph Xavier Delfau de Pontalba. Denis de La Ronde's half
brother was Ignace Francois Martin Delino de Chalmette. Afterwards, we will show the 12
minute film short which Bill Hyland wrote and researched and which received a Golden Telly
Award. A reception will follow.
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 14 - 2:00pm THE JACKSON BARRACKS MILITARY MUSEUM Jackson Barracks, Area C, 4209 Chenault Blvd. New Orleans, La 70117
"Bernardo de Galvez and the Battle of Baton Rouge - September 21, 1779" - Presentation by
Robert Freeland, Governor of La Luisiana Chapter of the Granaderos y Damas de Galvez and
discussion of the First Fixed Regiment of Louisiana with uniformed members of the Chapter.
The Battle of Baton Rouge was the first of his victories. After the presentation attendees are
invited to visit the museum.
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 17 - 9:00AM TO 4:00PM - CAPITOL PARK MUSEUM - 660 N. 4TH
STREET, BATON ROUGE
DISCOVERY DAY FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES: Attendees will be able to see the museum exhibits
on Louisiana history, including the sections of the Colonial Period. The main lobby will host
tables of interest to children. Tables include: Louisiana Division of Archaeology artifacts from a
Spanish period shipwreck. Other tables showcase information on Galvez and the Lousiana
Regiment and the importance of the continued relation Louisiana has maintained with Spain
and Latin America to the present. Storytelling and lectures will occur in the conference rooms
and Capitol Park staff will offer a walking tour of Spanish Town.

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 21 - 11:30AM-2:00PM - CAPITOL PARK MUSEUM - 660 N. 4TH
STREET, BATON ROUGE
LAGNIAPPE LUNCH: The September event is "Why Louisiana Should Commemorate September
21st". Granaderos y Damas de Galvez Governor Robert Freeland will lead a discussion on
national and international efforts underway to educate the public on the support provided by
Spanish Louisiana to the American Revolution. A background presentation on the 1779 Battle
of Baton Rouge will be followed by descriptions of what other organizations and cities are
doing to promote the story of Bernardo de Galvez. All these efforts are leading up to the 2026
celebrations of the 250 Years of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.
In addition to the public events invitation only events will be held at: 1) The Cabildo on
Thursday September 15 for students learning about Louisiana's Spanish Heritage with the
Friends of the Cabildo Spanish Heritage Program; 2) Tuesday September 20 on the LSU campus
for students and faculty to learn how to use the LSU Libraries Special Collections Archives to
further their studies on the Spanish Colonial period in Louisiana.

Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez – Laredo Chapter
The next meeting of the Laredo Chapter is on Thursday, September 8, 2022, and will have
a new format that will consist of a simultaneous in-person meeting and a Zoom meeting. The
in-person meeting will start at 6:00 p.m. CST at La Carreta Carne Asadas Restaurant, 9109
McPherson Rd. The Zoom meeting will start at 7:00 p.m. This is a creative way to allow those
who can attend in person to enjoy each other’s company while those who
cannot attend in person can still be a part of the meeting via Zoom and enjoy
the speaker’s presentation.
The guest speaker is Douglas M. Alford, who will give a presentation
titled “Mexico’s Involvement in World War II and Their Symbiotic Relationship
with the United States.” While in east Texas he was the commander of the
American Legion Post 92, where most of his members were World War II
veterans. Douglas watched as the veterans began to die off and leave their
military records unknown. This is where he became interested in their
histories and the history of WWII. The link to the Zoom meeting is below.

Changes To Chapter Bylaws
In accordance with Article IX of our chapter bylaws whereby changes to the bylaws must
be presented at least one month prior to the meeting during which they shall be acted
upon, the following proposed changes to our bylaws were presented at our August
regular meeting and will be voted on at our September meeting. These changes will
correct a typographical error, require committee members to be chapter members, and
reflect the addition of a new officer position and the unit over which that officer will
preside.
ARTICLE IV
OFFICERS
1.Positions, Titles and Duties. The officers of this organization shall be a President,
known as the Governor, a Vice President, known as the Deputy Governor, a
Secretary, a Treasurer, a Chaplain, and a Drum Major, and a Sergeant Major.
These officers shall perform the duties prescribed by these bylaws and by the
parliamentary authority adopted by this organization. The Governor and Deputy
Governor are elected positions while the Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain, and Drum
Major, and Sergeant Major are appointed to serve at the pleasure of the Governor.
The Governor shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the nominating
committee.
ARTICLE VI
COMMITTEES
1.Standing Committees. The standing committees may be: Bylaws, Education, Fife
& Drum, Military Unit, Fund Raising, Membership, Historian and Quartermaster.
The chairman of the Quartermaster Committee shall bear the additional title of
Quartermaster.
2.Committee Chairmen. The chairmen of all committees shall be appointed by the
Governor. Committee chairmen shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor. The
chairman shall appoint the members of the committee subject to the approval of the
Governor. Committee members must be full or associate members. The
chairman shall keep a record of all work of the committee and shall inform the
Governor of all meetings.
3.Establishment and Termination.
Standing or special committees may be
established or terminated by the Governor as the need arises.
4.Quorum and Rules. The quorum of a committee shall be a majority of its
membership not counting the ex-officio member who, however, may vote in
committee proceedings. Each committee may adopt rules for its own government
not inconsistent with these bylaws, the rules adopted by the membership, or the
parliamentary authority.

Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez
Minutes for the meeting held August 3 2022 at La Fonda Restaurant
Submitted by Secretary Janie Rodriguez

Attendance: Governor Joe Perez, George Aguayo, Joe Aguayo, Mike Aguayo, Freddie T.
Bustillo, Gloria Bustillo, Herb Canales, Charlie Carvajal, Anthony Delgado, Cynthia Flores,
Robert Garcia, Sylvia Jean Garcia, Joe González, Stella González, Deborah Guerra, Jesse Guerra,
Monica Aguayo Johnson, Margaret Lickteig, Eric Negron, Monica Negron, Liz Perez, Janie
Rodriguez, Manny Rodriguez, George Luis Garcia Ruiz, Lisa Santos, Joe Weathersby, Veda
Weathersby, Nancy de la Zerda.
The meeting was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by Governor Joe Perez. The Invocation was
given by Chaplain Joe González. Dama Stella González led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Treasurer Manny Rodriguez gave the Treasurer’s report. The July Bank Statement showed
a Savings account balance of 1,319.49 with no activity for the month. The checking account
beginning balance for July was $7,371.52. Expenses were; Payment for Zoom $16.00, Payment
for Bernardo’s Birthday party at Pompeii Italian Grill $1,094.40. Incoming payments for
Bernardo’s Birthday party totaled $1,120.00. End of month balance for July was $7,381.12. A
motion to accept the report was made by Freddie Bustillo and seconded by Joe González. After
a vote, the motion carried.
Governor Joe announced the birthdays for the month of April and welcomed visiting
guests.
Governor Joe addressed the upcoming changes to be made to our bylaws. We will be
adding the officer position of Sergeant Major to oversee soldiers.
Governor Joe introduced our guest speaker for the evening. Eric Negron provided us with
information that should be in Texas school books but isn’t yet. He spoke to us about local
soldiers who served here in Texas presidios, helping to protect local communities and who
served during the American Revolution. His presentation was very interesting and informative.
After a short question and answer session the meeting was adjourned at 8:57 by Governor
Joe Perez.

“Kindness is universal. Sometimes being kind allows others to see the
goodness in humanity through you. Always be kinder than necessary.”
Germany Kent

