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The COVID-19 Coronavirus has brought about many changes to our lifestyles, some
temporary and some may end up being permanent. A couple of temporary changes regarding
our chapter are that we have canceled the meetings for May and June. We have also canceled
our 4th of July Patriotic Ceremony this year. These cancellations are made with health
concerns regarding the Coronavirus pandemic.
We can take comfort in knowing that this current crisis will pass. The Executive Committee
hopes that all members remain safe and at peace. Our Chaplain Joe González is sharing a brief
prayer with us that was prepared by the Archdiocese of San Antonio. It is a timely prayer.
God of all mercies, grant:
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To us, your servants, the reward of knowing that we are
doing Your will when we spend ourselves in loving service of others.
AMEN!

Notice to all members:
Our meetings for May and
June have been cancelled.
We never have a meeting in
July, so that remains the same.
We have also cancelled our
4th of July Patriotic Ceremony.
All of these decisions were
made with the safety of our
members in mind.
Please take care of yourselves.
Helpful information may be
found on the website of the
Center for Disease Control
and Prevention at
www.cdc.gov

Members With
Birthdays in May

May 5
Father Martin
Franklin McGuill
May 9
Jason Bourgeois
May 21
Peter Baron
May 26
Joe Weathersby
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Joe González

New Members
Joseph Viviano
Joseph Viviano is a percussionist in the United States Army Band. In the winter of 2019, he
was transferred by the Army from Colorado to San Antonio and is stationed at Ft. Sam
Houston. Joseph has served with alumni from several groups of fifers and drummers at other
Army posts and has been looking forward to playing with the historic Granaderos y Damas de
Gálvez Fife & Drum Corps.
Joseph has been playing marching drums for twenty years, with marching bands, drum and
bugle corps, bagpipe groups, indoor drumlines, and fife and drum groups. He enjoys the esprit
de corps of playing loud music with joyous people. He is a drum instructor and a drum
student. He is married with one young daughter and a second daughter due in May. We
welcome Joseph as a new member.

Sally Avila
Sally is a proud mother and grandmother. She is a former resident of Uvalde, Texas, and the
borderlands. She has maternal and paternal Coahuiltecan roots, along with Mexican
Revolutionary ancestry from Coahuila y Tejas. Her family’s Chapa lineage can be traced to El
Nuevo Reino de Leon and Spain. Sally enjoys music, art, gardening, live theater, travel,
reenactments, culture, traditions, and genealogy, all of which enrich our lives. She is currently
attempting to unravel her Herrera and Ramirez linage.
Professionally, Sally has been an Early Childhood Educator for over 20 years as well as
the owner and director of a licensed and accredited private childcare facility. She also serves
as a mentor and trainer for the City of San Antonio. She is currently Vice President of the
Woodlawn Lake Community Association. She enjoys playing jarana with El Tallercito de Son
pa' Talleristas and as time allows, she volunteers with American Indians in Texas. Sally is no
stranger to our organization as she has marched with us in parades representing a Native
American. We welcome Sally as a new member.

Recent Internet Articles
Southwest Louisiana Militiamen During the American Revolution
At a meeting of the Imperial St. Landry Genealogical & Historical Society, their guest speaker
spoke about a historical marker the S.A.R. plans to have placed in Opelousas. See the full
article and a roster of the Opelousas Post Militia dated June 8, 1777 at the link shown below.
http://www.creolegen.org/2020/03/19/southwest-louisiana-militiamen-during-the-americanrevolution/

Donors of the Gálvez Statue in Pensacola are Honored
The Pensacola Heritage Foundation recognizes the donors for the Bernardo de Gálvez statue in
downtown Pensacola by having their names engraved at the base of the statue.
See the full set of photos at the link shown below.
https://www.pnj.com/picture-gallery/news/2020/03/25/pensacola-heritage-foundationrecognizes-donors-de-galvez-statue/5082503002/

The Epidemic of 1833
Submitted by Edward Aranda
In 1833, an epidemic, possibly the whooping cough, was spreading throughout the city of
San Antonio, Texas. Below are minutes from a special session of a city meeting. The presiding
officer was the Alcalde (Mayor) Miguel Arciniega.
Special session of September 28 (1833); Mr. Arciniega presiding.
The preceding minutes having been read and approved; it was ordered that on account of
the epidemic of the cough among the young people, attendance of the children at the school
be suspended for the entire month of this coming October; and that it be continued on
November 1st.
It was voted, on a motion of the Presiding Officer, that the citizens, Francisco Ruiz and
Erasmo Seguin, be approached for the purpose of seeing if they will supply mutton to the
public throughout the coming month, as this meat is very helpful in guarding oneself against
the epidemic that is expected. This measure was approved; and Mr. Cardenas was
commissioned to that effect in order that he may treat with the said gentlemen; and he was
told the instructions that they will be given so that the measure will be carried out, or that will
be officially written to them by this body, with the same object.
With which the present meeting was closed; Mr. Herrera not attending because absent with
leave.
Miguel Arciniega
Juan Angel Seguin
Francisco X. Bustill
Manuel Ximenez
Jose M. Cardenas

_______
From the City of San Antonio Archives, Spanish Minute Book 2, translated by the Texas Work Projects
Administration
San Antonio Alcalde Miguel Arciniega is Edward Aranda’s 3rd Great Grandfather.
The image above is a replica of a Gentilz painting (Corrida de la Sandia). The replica was created by
John Aranda, the son of Edward Aranda. It shows the building where the city of San Antonio held its
meetings at the time of the above minutes. It is facing the front of San Fernando Church/Cathedral
from across the plaza.

The Founding of
The Order of Granaderos de Gálvez
And
The Order of Damas de Gálvez
Historical data written by Angela Salinas Fernandez, provided by Robert H. Thonhoff and
compiled & edited by Rueben Perez
Have you ever wondered how the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez San Antonio
Chapter formed? Have you wondered when, and who were the founding members of both
the Granaderos de Gálvez and Damas de Gálvez? I mentioned this to
Robert Thonhoff and, as he often does, he came to the rescue.
“Don’t worry, I have a brochure that will help tell the story of the
founding of the organization.” He sent a brochure over to me that helped
explain the beginnings of the organization. Today, we can see the growth,
achievements and expansion of Granaderos throughout the country.
Charles E. Barrera
Governor General
and Commander
Order of
Granaderos de
Gálvez

THE FOUNDING of THE ORDER OF GRANADEROS de GÁLVEZ
Los Granaderos de Gálvez was founded in 1975 by Mr. Charles E.
Barrera and Mr. Henry Guerra, both from San Antonio, Texas. Mr. Barrera
was Supreme Governor General from 1975 to 1981. He was a Canary Island

Descendant and President General of The Sons of the Republic of Texas.
He was a member of several civic, genealogical, and historical
organizations.
For those of us who remember Henry Guerra, he was one of the
best newscasters in San Antonio when television was just coming of age
and he would end his newscasts with, “Good night y muy buenas
noches”. As members of the local Bicentennial Commission, both Mr.
Barrera and Mr. Guerra, extended an invitation to Erik I. Martel, then
the newly installed Consul General of Spain housed in Houston, to be
their guest for the U.S. Bicentennial Celebration in San Antonio. The
ceremony would be held at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery
Founder and Honorary
honoring all War Veterans starting with General Bernardo de Gálvez.
Member of the Order of
Consul General Martel accepted the invitation. From this conversation,
Granaderos de Gálvez
Charles E. Barrera, Henry Guerra, and Erik I. Martel conceived the idea
of the founding of Los Granaderos de Gálvez to educate the public about the great
contributions that General Bernardo de Gálvez made to the American colonies during the
American Revolution.

Consul General Erik I. Martel gave his full
support to the idea of an American organization
that would honor the unsung hero, General
Bernardo de Gálvez.
Mr. and Mrs. Barrera went to Madrid, Spain,
to research the military uniforms and other
pertinent information on Gálvez and his era.
During this time, the Barrera’s gave interviews
to the newspaper and television including how
the San Antonio Granaderos marched in the
Bicentennial parade in San Antonio.
Back in the United States, the Barrera’s
began speaking about Gálvez at meetings of
various organizations and finally succeeded in
forming a small nucleus of the Los Granaderos
The Honorable Erik I. Martel and Granadero
de Gálvez. Mr. Barrera founded the first
Commander Charles Barrera
of San Antonio.
chapter in San Antonio, Texas, becoming the
Supreme Governor General Commander. The
charter members were Ventura G. Perez (Governor Joe Perez’ father), Adolfo Herrera, Henry
de Leon, (currently the only surviving founding member), Manuel Borrego and Raymond
Ugalde.
By 1977, a second chapter was founded in El Paso, followed by a chapter in Galveston and
Houston in 1978. (At the time of this writing, the organization has expanded to include
chapters in Jacksonville FL, St. Augustine FL, Pensacola FL, Washington D.C. and in Louisiana).
All chapters are dedicated in their efforts to carry out the goals of the Order, making people
aware of the Spanish Contributions to the success of the American Revolution.
In November 1978, King Juan Carlos of Spain granted the first
audience to the Granaderos and Damas de Gálvez. In June 1979,
the king appointed Charles Barrera as Honorary Vice Consul of Spain
in San Antonio. One month later, the King honored Charles Barrera
with the highest decoration that is bestowed upon a civilian, “La
Encomienda de la Orden del Merito Civil.” Former Consul General
Erik Martel is quoted in a letter to Mr. Barrera, dated November 13,
1981, “To summarize, Charles gave his all for the Granaderos and
anything I can say in this respect or anything we, who are honored
by belonging to the Order today can do, will always be little.

THE FOUNDING of
THE ORDER OF DAMAS de GÁLVEZ
The Order of Damas de Gálvez was founded in June
1977 in San Antonio, Texas by Mrs. Alicia de la Cerda
Barrera. Shortly thereafter, the El Paso Chapter of The
Order of Damas de Gálvez was founded followed by
chapters in Galveston TX, Houston TX, Jacksonville FL, and
St. Augustine FL.
In August 1978, the first Supreme Council Meeting and
Annual Convention of the Damas was held in San Antonio
with the respective founders Charles E. Barrera, Governor
General and Alicia de la Cerda Barrera as Dama of the
Grand Cross of Gálvez presiding.
Mr. and Mrs. Barrera were dedicated in their efforts to
carry out the goals of the Order, making people aware of
the Spanish contributions to the success of the American
War of Independence.
The Damas de Gálvez, as a separate entity, dissolved
and membership status in the Granaderos was modified so that male and female members
held equal status. While the group retains its original name Los Granaderos de Gálvez for tax
purposes, it has become known as the Order of Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez.
Our Mission remains the same today, “To educate the public about Spain’s participation in
the American Revolution.” And so, we conclude our story with the words “Good night y muy
buenas noches”

Celebrating the Birthday Mass of
of Bernardo de Gálvez at San Fernando Cathedral

Mrs. Barrera and Mayor Henry Cisneros
greeting the King and Queen of Spain

If by chance you should have pictures, articles, or any memorabilia regarding the history of our organization,
please send or give them to our Archivist, Stella González (e-mail: stellagonzalez@aol.com.
For more information feel free to visit our chapter’s website at www.granaderos.org

